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PREFAC E 


HOW  much  Jbever,  in  all  Countries, 
may  be  thought  due  to  the  Per  fins  of 
Kings,  afacred Reverence  for  ibePerfons  ofMz- 
nijiers  has  never \  that  I  knew  of  beenprofejfedly 
taught  in  any.  Vanity  indeed,  in  tbofe  Sons  of 
Fortune,  may  fometimes  expeftthe  naufeousSa* 
crifice,  which  Flattery,  in  abfolute  Monarchies, 
is  always  ready  enongb  to   beftow*    But  if 
Britons,  who  boafl  a  Right,  fuperior  to   all 
ether  Nations,  of  examining  the  Anions  of 
their  Gcmernours,  fhould  lavifh  their  Jncenfe 
on  mere  Power>  however  acquired  or  employ\d, 
we  may  venture  to  pronounce  it  a  fimjler 
Omen  to  Britifli  Liberty. 

For  if  we  bold,  that  the  King  can  do  no 
wrong,  and  at  the  fame  Time  are  forced  to 
allow,  that  much  Wrong  has  been  done  in  his 
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PREFACE. 

Name  i  does  not  this  imply,  that  his  Minijlers 
ate  TinvwmMe  fir Tltt  ttaiffk&ions  'Bh&r 
their  Direction?  Which  at  fome  Periods 
nwjnnclwkfll  the  public-  Bujbiffs  oftfke  iSjf^ 
fibrin  \he  Achknt  o^^one  *Jfan*vBho  Jhatl 
take  upon  him  to  dire 61  or  influence  all  the  other 
Servants  of  the  Crown.  Aid  ought,  this 
Md^Bie  'feoth'd  <fo  Us-  W-gtfto,  %m& 
Jhfh^yY  [Oighr m-  his  X&ioHs  %o  Me 
ftri&fy  vi&idbdfb  tittle  tie  is  k  Office  t  Ought 
they 'not H'lfe  fmerily%fn^uird  irito'ibbMbr 
retires,]}*  is  tyi&nfto'toti?; 


•     »  * 


This  jhoft  IntroahtSHon  '  iviH  inform  tffe 
Reader,  tbdtitisrioia^a^egyriclb^^f^ 
ttfh:.  But  1 [mujluftbtm fitrtber^ tMf nei- 
ther is  it  an  LfBeWite;  ivbicb  :njtg6f-  be 
equally  partial,  and  remote  from  Truth. 
JPhat  I  have  attempted  is  an  ffi/hry  }  not  of 
Sir  Robert  Walp<>le\r  Life,  but  of  bis  At- 
minijlration  j  not  a  "dry  Narration  SfPacls, 
but  an  Enquiry,  as  I  proceed,  into  the  Coups, 
Motives,  'Views,  and Tendency  of  them,  which 
mates  mYeiitt  it  a  &t\tk&\  fciftory.  <lf*tbt 
dark  Side'of  Things  moft  frequently  appears, 

it 


PHE  F  ACE. 

k  is  not  my  Faulty  but  mujl  be  afcribedto 
one  fole  Ptafm,  That  a  very  fmall  Part  of 
this  wbde  Orb  is  illuminate  J. 

-  Every  intelligent  Per/on  will  fee,  that  tht 
Materials  to  he  made  ufe  of,  in  fucb  a  Work 
as  this,  cdkld  be  no  ether  than  what  I  have 
mention  H  in  my  T'itle,  thte  Debates  in  Parlia- 
ment, and  die  political  Writings  on  both  Sides. 
hi  the  immediate  Vft  of  thefirfi  I  have  been 
the  moreftarkigi becaufe  the  Senfe  of  them  u 
for  the  mojl  Part  echo' d  forth  again  in  Pam- 
phlets :  And fo  careful  to  avoid Mifreprefentation 
have  LtitnSn  the  life  of  the  latter,  as  ge- 
nerally, except 'when Abridgment  was  necejfary, 
to  keep  to  ibesocry  Words  <f  my  Autbori* 
ties.       ■'■•'.'■ 

7/  will  doubtlefs  be  taken  Notice,  that  en 
feme  Heads  if  Accufation  I  feem  to  have 
quoted  one  Side  only,  that  of  the  Accufers : 
But  when  this  is  the  Cafe,  1  mujl  avow  the 
true  Reafin;  which  was,  that  I  met  with 
nothing  of  any  Weight  on  the  other.  Upok 
the  Bank  Contract,  where  an  abfokste  FaB 

was 


pr  eface; 

was  affirmed  on  one  Side,  and  denied  on  the 
ether  $  and  upon  the  Excife  Scheme,  where  the 
Benefits  and  Difadvantages  offueb  a  peculiar 
Way  of  colle&ing  the  Revenue  was  Jo  fair  a 
Eubjett  of  Argument \  it  was  eafy  to  oppofe  Pa- 
ragraph again/l  Paragraph  :  But  upon  Que* 
fiions  relating  to ,  the  Finances  at  home,  or. 
Negotiations  and  Utilities  abroad^  where 
the  Event,  upon  Comparifony  will  always 
jufiify  or  condemn  the  Meajure%  it. is  impqffibk 
to  dsjpute  any  longtr  than  till  that  Event  is 
known  and  eJlabUJhed. 

--  My  own  RejkBions  will  not,  I  hope>  be 
thought  to  have-  carry' d  me  too.  far  on  any 
Occa/fon:  They  always  appeared  juft  to  me% 
and  naturally  arifingfrom  the  SubjeSl.  But± 
as  they  are  neither  numerous  nor  long,  if  they 
fiotdd  at  any  Time  be  found  not  altogether  per- 
tinent, the  Fault  will  be  the  nfore  excUfabk. 


• '  Happy  would  it  be  for  any  Country y  efpe* 
cialfy  a  free  one  (fucb  as  we  call  ours)  if  no 
Servant  of  the  Crown  had  Authority  beyond 
the  proper  Bounds  of  his  own  Office.     But  even 

if 


PREFACE. 
if  we  could fuppofe  a  Series  of  great  Monarchi, 
equally  capable  and  vigilant  with  our  prefent 
mojl  gracious  Sovereign,  it  would  hardly  he 
ftffible  but  that  fuperior  Abilities,  longer  Ex- 
perience, fairer  Preten/ms,  a  Mafiery  in 
Expedients,  a  larger  Intereft  in  Family  or 
Friends,  the  per  final  AffeBion  of  bis  Prince  \ 
it  is  hardly  pqffible,  I  fay,  but  that  one  or 
more  of  tbefe  would  add  to  the  Weight  of 
jbme  particular  Officer,  and  lift  htm  into 
that  mighty  Individual,  a  Prime  Msnijler. 
Since  we  muft  not  expe8,  therefore,  to  re- 
main long  without  feme  fucb  Weight  upon  our 
Shoulders,  let  us  fiudy  how  to  make  it  ft  as 
eajy,  and  Jbift  it  as  often,  as  we  can  pof- 
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CRITICAL  HISTORY 
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t 

ADMINISTRATION 

O  F 

Sir  Robert  Walpole,  &V. 

Section  I.. 

Some  Particulars  of  Mr.  Walpole' i  Public 
Life,  before  the  Tear  1741* 

ON  the  fourth  of  Jpril,  172  r,  Robert 
Walpde,  Efq;  was  appointed  firft 
Lord  of  the  Treafury,  and  Chan- 
cellor, and  Under-Treafurer  of  the  Exche- 
quer. He  continued  in  thefe  high  Places 
till  the  Beginning  of  February,  1 74 1  -2,  when 
he  refign'd  them  upon  lofing  the  Majority 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  The  Time  be- 
tween thefe  Dates,  including  a  Space  of  near 
21  Years,  is  what  we  diftinguifh  by  the 
Name  of  bis  Adminijiration.  Of  this,  as  it 
has  been  the  Subjedt  of  more  political  Con- 
troversy than  perhaps  any  other  Period  of 
EngUjb  Hiftory,  I  propofe  to  take  an  im- 
partial Survey :  But  firft  it  may  be  neceflliry 

B  to 


( * ) 

to  review  his  publick  Life  before  that  Time, 
that  wc  may  trace  out  the  Steps  by  which 
he  arofe  to  fuch  great  Power  and  Influence, 
almoft  beyond  what  any  Britijh  Subject  had 
till  then  enjoyed. 

It  is  the  Intexeft  of  every  Prince,  who 
reigns  in  confequence  of  the  Revolution,  to 
fupport  and  encourage  the  Principles  by 
which  it  was  effedted.  Once  indeed,  for  a 
fhort  Time,  the  contrary  Doftrine  prevail'd 
at  Court,  how  juftly  I  fhall  not  pretend 
to  fay ;  but  even  in  the  fame  Reign,  while 
Marlborough  and  Godolpbin  had  the  Manage- 
ment of  Affairs,  only  fuch  were  admitted  to 

* 

them  as  were  known  Friends  to  the  Aft  of 
Sacceffion.  For  this  Mr.  Walpole,  from  hi* 
firft  coming  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in 
1 700,  had  been  a  great  Stickler,  and  was 
befides  a  very  popular  Speaker.  No  Won~ 
der  therefore  that  in  1 705  he  was  nominated, 
among  others,  of  the  Council  to  his  Royal 
Kighnefs  Prince  George  of  Denmark,  Lord 
High  Admiral  of  England  y  that  in  1707 
he  was  appointed  Secretary  at  War,  and  in 
1709  Treafurer  of  the  Navy  $  and  that,  in 
the  next  Year,  upon  the  Impeachment  of 

Dr. 


Dr.  Sacbevefell,  he  was  chofen  one  of  the 
Managers  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  tc* 
make  good  the  Articles  againft  him. 

That  upon  the  Change  of  the  Miniftry, 
foon  after  this  laft  Event,  he  was  removed 
from  all  his  Places,  is  nothing  more  ftrangc 
than  that  he  fhould  obtain  them  before: 
But  the  Difgrace  he  fuffered  in  the  Hotiie, 
ior  Corruption  in  the  Execution  of  his 
Office,  is  a  Fad  that  fhould  a  little  more 
narrowly  be  inquired  into.  Perhaps  vto 
may  refleft,  from  the  Cenfure  then  pafs'd  on 
him  for  a  Crime  not  clearly  proved,  and 
the  Impunity  that  has  fince  followed  a  De- 
tection of  moil  flagrant  Inftanccs  of  MaU 
Adminiftration*  that  we  cannot  always  form 
Ideas  of  Fails  or  Chara&ers  from  the  Refb^ 
lutions  of  a  Houfe  of  Commons 

On  the  2ifl  of  December,  171 1#  a  Re* 
port  was  made  by  the  Commiffioners  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  taking,  examin- 
ing%  and  fiating  the  public  Accounts  -,  irt 
which,  among  other  Charges  againft:  the 
Marlborough  Miniftry,  was  the  following 
againft  Robert  Walpole,  Efq*  late  Secretary 
A  War, 
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•  That  in  certain  Forage  Contracts,  renting; 
to  the  Troops  in  Nortb-Britaih,  her  Maje- 
fty,  by  the  Rates  allow'd  in  the  faid  Con- 
tracts by  Mr.  Walpokt  had  been  put  to  an 
extraordinary  Expence  abovd  the  Pay  of  the 
Soldiers ;  That  Inquiry  had  beeii  made, 
Whether  in  this  Part  of  the  Service  fuffi- 
cient  Care  had  been  taken,  to  procure  the 
moft  advantageous  Terms  for  the  Public  $ 
That  in  two  Contradts,  made  in  the  Years 
1709  arid  1710^  Mr.  Walpole  had  taken  two 
Notes  of  Hand,  one  for  five  hundred  Gui* 
ieas,  and  the  other  for  five  hundred  Pounds, 
the  firft  of  which  had  been  paid,  and  a 
Receipt  given  In  Mr.  Walpole's  Name,  and 
about  400  Pounds  was  paid  off  the  other. 
They  then  mention  feveral  other  Sums* 
and  conclude  thus : 

.  "  Your  Commiffionfers  dannot  exadtiy 
11  ftate  the  Lottos  the  Public  has  fuftain'd 
by  thefe  Contracts ;  but  find,  that  if  the 
Forage  had  been  furnifh'd  in  the  Years 
V  1709  and  1710  at  the  Rates  fetded  by 
"  the  Contracts  for  the  prefent  Year,  there 
c-  had  been  faved  to  the  Government  more. 

"  than 
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**  than  9500/.  which  is  near  a  fourth  Pait 

of  the  whole  Charge. 

They .  do  not .  apprehend,  that  this 
Difference  has  arifen  altogether  from  the 
Scarcity  erf"  Forage  in  the  two  laft  Years : 
For  Captain  William  Pre/ton,  of  Colonel 
Ker's  Regiment,  lias  -  declared  before 
them  on  Oath,  that  he  had  agreed  with 
the  Contractors  to  fornifli  great  Forage 
for  his  own  Troop,  in  thofe  Years,  at 
Two-pence  Half-penny  an  Horfe  for  24 
Hours,  (which  coft  the  Government 
Three-pence  Half-penny)  with  an  Ad-r 
dition  only-  of  7  Pounds  each  Year,  for 
providing  extraordinary  Forage  for  the 
Officers  Horfes  belonging  to  that  Troop : 
And  that  the  Contractors  aflbred  him, 
they  had  made  the  dune  Agreement  with 
other  Officers. 

"  How  far  thefe  Pra&ices  have  been  in- 
jurious  to  the  Public,  is  humbly  fubmit- 
ed  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Houfe."  » 
•  This  Report  being  read  to  the  Houfe, 
with  the  Depofitions  upon  which  it  was 
founded,  and  Mr.  Montgomery,  who  had 
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paid   the  Money,  being  re-examin'd,  the 
Houfe  came  to  thefe  Refolution6 : 

c<  That  Robert  Walpole,  Efq;  a  Member 
of  this  Houfcj  in  receiving  the  Sum  of 
500  Guineas,  and  in  taking  a  Note  for 
4<  500  Pounds  more,  on  Account  of  two 
<f  Contracts,  for  Forage  of  her  Majefty's 
Troops  quartered  in  North-Britain^  made 
by  him  when  Secretary  q£  War,  pur-> 
"  fuapt  to  a  Power  granted  to  him  by  the 
"  late  Lord  Treafurer,  is  guilty  of  a  high 
"  Breach  of  Truft  and  notorious  Cor- 
4C  ruption. 

.  cc  That  the  faid  Robert  Walpde,  Efq*  be 
"  for  the  {aid  Offence  committed  Prifoner 
"  tp  the  fewer  of  London^  during  the 
c<  Pleafiirc  of  this  Houfe ;  .and  that  Mr. 
'*  Speaker  do  iflue  his  Warrant  accordingly. 
"  That  for  the  faid  Offence  \k  \#  alfc* 
"  cxpeli'd  the  Houfe/' 
.  According  to  thefe  Refblutions,  Mr. 
WalpoU  furrender'd  himfelf  the  next  Morn- 
ing Prifoner  to  the  fewer:  And  a  very 
warm  Speech,  that  had  been  made  againft 
him  in  the  Houfe  during  the  Debate,  was 
in  a  Day  or  two  after  made  public.    In 

fhorf, 
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&ort,  the  Tide  ran  entirely  againft  him, 
and  the  Friends  of  the  new  Miniftry 
triumphed. 

Mr.  Robert  Mam,  Agent  to  Mr,  Walpok% 
Vfho  had  received  the  Money  for  the  firft 
iWe,  and  given  Mr.  Walpole's  Receipt,  and 
in  whofe  Hands  the  fecond  Note  was  de- 
pofited,  refitting  to  give  a  Copy  of  the  laid 
Note  to  the  CommiAioners,  or  to  be  farther 
examined,  the  Houfe  order-d  him  into^ 
Cuftody  of  a  Serjeant  at  Arms,  for  Con- 
tempt. And  the  Borough  of  Kings-Lym 
proceeding  to  re-eleft  Mr.  Walpok  their 
Representative,  it  was  refolved  by  the* 
Houfe,  That  he  was  incapable  to  ferve  in 
that  Parliament,  and  that  the  Ele&ion  was 
void.  Accordingly  a  new  Writ  was  ifiiied 
for  that  Town,  die  Ele&ors  of  which  per- 
fitted  in  their  Choice*  and  refufed  to  make 
any  other  Return. 

Having  given  this  Narrative  of  an  Affidr, 
which  hath  fince  been  frequently  talk'd  of 
and  writ  on,  I  fhall  inquire  a  little  into  the 
Merits  of  it,  and  fee  how  far  this  Gentle- 
man's Character,  on  the  prefcnt  Occafion, 

B4  has 


has  been  juftly  branded  on  the  one  Side,  or 
vindicated  on  the  other. 

That  five  hundred  Guineas  had  been  paid 

in  Mr.  Walpok's  Name,  and  that  a  Note  was 

then  fubfifting  in  that  Name,  was  proved 

by  Mr.  John  Montgomery :  But  Mr.  Mann, 

who  received  the  Money,    denied  that  it 

was  for  Mr.  Walpole's  Ufe,  and  made  it  the 

Produce  of  his  own  Share  in  the  Profits  of 

;the  Contra&s,  which  Mr.  Walpole  had  fti- 

\pulated  for  him,  with  Sir  Samuel  Maclelkm 

and   Mr.   "John  Campbell.     The   Queftion 

.^iherefore    is,    How  the  two  Charges,    of 

^Breacbof  ^ruft  and  Notorious Corruptionr  arc 

fupported  or  demolifhed  by  this  Evidence  ? 

As  to  the  Breach  of  ^Trujly  it  was  argued, 

that  he  coiild  --not  be  'guilty  of  it,  becaufe  he 

made  the  firft  Contradt  in  Conjunction  with 

Lieutenant-General   Erley   and  Mr.  Home 

Pay-mafter  of  the  Forces,,  and  only  executed 

it  afterwards  alone,  as  Secretary  of  War. 

But  it  did  not  appear  that  either  General 

Erie  or  Mr.  Hotve  was  privy  to  that  Pint  of 

the  Contraft,  by  which  a  fifth  Part  of  the 

Profits  was  to    be  paid  to  Mr.  Walpole* % 

Friend.     So  that,  aftcfc  all  that  can  be  faid, 

there 
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there  ftill  lies  a  Suspicion  of  fome  Collufion 
between  the  Secretary  and  the  Contractors, 
which  was  concealed  from  the  other  two 
Officers. 

But  if  the  Contract  was  made  upon  the 
loweft  Terms,  that  in  a  great  Meafure  re- 
moves this  Sufpicion ;  for  it  is  not  to  be 
thought  that  500  Guineas  fhould  be  paid 
for  a  Bargain  made  only  on  equitable  Con- 
ditions. Mr.  Walpok\  Friends  affirm'd  it 
was  fb,  in  Contradiction  to  the  Report  of 
the  Committee ;  and  that  upon  the  Contract 
made  afterwards,  at  a  Penny  lefs  per  Diem 
for  each  Horfe,  a  Memorial  was  prefented* 
to  the  War-Office,  letting  forth,  that  the 
Country  could  not  afford  to  bring  it  to  the 
Quarters  at  that  Price,  nor  to  give  good  in 
Kind.  —  But  as  this  Part  of  the  Charge 
was  little  infilled  on,  I  proceed  to  the 
other,  the  Notorious  Corruption. 

Mr.  Montgomery  fwears,  that  "  he  gave 
Mr.  Walpole  a  Bill  or  Note,  payable  to  him- 
felf  or  Order ;  and  that  he  afterwards  paid 
the  Contents  of  the  faid  Note,  by  Direction 
of  Mr.  Campbell  and  Colonel  Douglas,  his 
Partners  in  the  Contract  upon  Sir.  Samuel 

Mackllarf%     "~~ 


> 
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1710,  when  the  certain  Profits  ariflng  from 
it  might  be  known.  This  would  hardly 
have  been,  if  Mr.  Walpole  had  received  it  as 
a  Confideration  to  influence  him  in  the 
Contract  5  and  therefore  determines  it  to 
be  really  a  Share  of  the  neat  Profit. 

But  might  not  Mr.  Mann  s  Name ,  be 
made  ufe  <5f,  when  this  Share  was  in  truth 
refcrved  for  Mr.  Walpole?'  In  Anfwer  to 
this,  we  have  Mr.  Manns  pofitive  Oath,  be-r 
fides  the  Improbability  that  Mr.  Watpote 
fhould  ad  (b  abfurd  a  Part :  For  when  he 
had  been  cautious  to  fend  Mr. Mann  to  meet. 
Sir  Samuel  Mackllan,  and  perforate  him 
through  the  whole  Agreement  about  the 
Share,  is  it  likely  that  he  fhould  at  laft  for- 
get all  this  Caution,  when  it  was  moil  ne- 
ceflary,  and  endorfe  a  Note  that  was  in  re-* 
ality  payable  to  himfelf  ?    ■■ 

Upoii  the  whole,  it  does  not  appear  that 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  fufficient  Proof 
«f  Mr.  Walpole  %  Corruption,  to  juftify  their 
Severity  towards  him  5  and  clear  Proof,  in 
4  Cafe  of  this  Nature,  <was  certainly  necef- 
fary  :  I  am  pretty  ready  therefore  to  think, 
With  the  Friends  of  ^tha  Gentleman,  th»t 
t       *  his 
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Iris  Attachment  to  the  Mar  thorough' w&C&^ 
dolphin  Miniilry,  and  his  great  Influence  in 
the  Hottfe  of  Commons,  contributed  more* 
than  any  real  Convidion  of  Guilt,  to  thir 
Cenfure  and  Imprifonment. 

But  thdn,  while  I  deny  the  Sufficiency  of 
the  Proof,  I  cannot  think  the  Probability  of 
the  Faft  to  be  fo  entirely  removed  as  they* 
would  argue.  We  have  heard  of  many  col- 
hifive  Contra&s,  made  in  the  Name  of  a 
third  Perfon5  and  it  is  hardly  probable1 
that  a  Secretary  of  War  would  lavifbly  ghte 
away  fo  large  a  Sum  as  500  /;  a  Year,  when* 
he  might  altogether  as  eafily  have  made'  it 
his  own.  In  fhort,  this  Cafe  is  attended* 
with  fo  many  odd  Circumftances,  that  it  is1 
like  to  remain  one  of  the  mold'  obfeure  Partsf 
of  the  late  Minifter's  Hiftory .  .  J  * 

AH  the  Whigs  however,  and  Friends!  ttf 
the  Hanover  Succeflion,  looked  on  him,  t>tf 
this  Occafion,  as  a  fort  of  Confeflbr  iiV 
their  Caufe  :  And  the  Merit  of  a  falfe  Im* 
priibnment,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  Diik£ 
of  Marlborough  became  a  voluntary  Exile 
from  his  Country, was  no  doubt  a  very  great 
Recommendation  of  him  to  his  late  Ma* 

jefty. 
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jcfty.  it  is  certain  the  Parliament,  by 
this  was  done*  drove  on  with  great  Violence 
againft  all  on  that  Side  the  Queftion  *  of 
Which  there  heeds  no  better  Proof  than  the 
whole  Report,  from  which  I  have  taken 
two  or  three  Paragraphs*  Not  in  Lord  Ox- 
fird  s  Time  only*  but  under  raoft  Admi* 
niftrations,  h  is  fufficknt  Guilt  in  a  leading 
Man  to  be  againft  the  Miniftry* 

In  another  Report  ihade  by  the  fame 
Cdmmiffidner^  March  1711-1?*  we  have  * 
feccmd  Charge  upon  Mr.  Walpolei  in  the  fbl* 
lowing  Words : 

Tho'  your  Commiffionert  are  hot  yet 

pofiefe'd  of  all  the  Accounts  of  the  Na* 

» 

f c  vy,  they  think  it  their  Duty  to  reprefenf 
€C  fbmc  Ankles  of  Payments  in  the  Ac* 
<c  counts  laid  before  them  by  Mr*  Walpole, 
4c  late  Treasurer  of  the  Navy,  which  being 
"  made  at  a  Time  when  that  Service  was 
<c  dog'd  with  great  Debts,  feem  very  extra- 
u  ordinary,  and  fuch  as  they  apprehend  are 
M  inconfiftent  with  the  Rules  of  the  Navy. 

"  The  firft  Inftance  is  a  Payment  of 
u  2000/.  by  Mr.  Walpole  to  the  Earl  of 

Qrford,  cut  of  the  Money  properly  ap- 

"  plicable 


"  plkable  to  the  Ufe  of  the  Navy,  by  vir* 
u  tue  of  a  Warrant  from  her  Majefty; 
4<  bearing  Date  the  13th  of  Jufy,  I710J 
c<  which  was  given  to  the  laid  Earl,  as 
her  Majefly's  royal  Bounty. 

The  other  Inftance  is  two  Payments, 
amounting  to  1452/.  14  s.  %di  made* 
alfo  by  Mr.  WalpoU  to  Henry  Priejimani 
Efq;  purfuant  to  a  Warrant  from  he* 
Majefty,  dated  July  7,  1710,  which 
diredts  that  1  o,ooo  /.  per  Annum  (hould 
be  paid  during  her  Pleafure,  out  of  fucb 
Money  as  then  was,  or  (hould  be  in  Mr* 
fPajfnk's  Hands  for  the  Service  of  th# 
Navy,  Both  Which  are  counterfign'd, 
Godolpbin. 

How  prejudicial  the  Allowance  cl 
thefe  Articles  may  be  to  the  Public,  we 
prefume  not  to  affirm ;  but  mull  acquaint 

"  you,  that  the  CommiiTioners  of  the  Navy, 
whofe  Duty  it  is  to  infpedt  and  fign  tht 
Treasurer's  Account,  (ay,  that  they  never 

"  knew  any  fuch  Warrants  heretofore,  and 
that  regularly  all  Warrants  (hould  come 
from  the  ix>rds  of  the  Treafury,  or 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  to  them. 

"  We 
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*  u  We  therefore  humbly  fubmit  to  the 
u  Houfe,  Whether  thefe  Warrants  ought 
<c  to  have  been  anfwer'd  by  the  Treafurer 
"  of  the  Navy,  tho*  counterfign'd  by  the 
c<  Lord  Treafurer." 

.  As  we  do  not  meet  With  any  Refolutions 
in  confequence  of  this  Part  of  the  Report, 
it  is  prefumed  that  Mr.  Walpole  was  thought 
judicable  in  what  he  had  done;  which, 
at  this  Time,  was  a  great  Matter  in  his 
Favour :  For,  if  we  may  credit  Report> 
the  Miniftry  were  fo  enraged  againft  him, 
that  they  protnuffcd  the  Seflion  of  Parlia- 
ment by  Adjournment,  inftead  of  ending 
it  by  Prorogation,  purely  to  mortify  this 
Gendeman,  who  chofe  rather  to  continue 
Prifoner  in  the  tfower  than  to  make  his 
Submiffion  to  the  Houfe, 

In  the  next  Parliament,  March  the  1 2th, 
17 14,  Mr.  Auditor  Foley  made  a  Complaint 
to  the  Houfe  of  three  printed  Pamphlets, 
tfhe  Ctijisy  and  two  of  the  Papers  caird 
ttbe  EngUfoman,  (written  by  Richard  Steele, 
Efq;)  "  as  containing  feveral  Paragraph* 
tending  to  Sedition,  highly  refle&ing  upon 
her  Majefty,  and  arraigning  her  Admini- 
stration 


ftration  and  Government."  This  Motion* 
after  Mr.  Steele  had  prepared  himfelf  till  the 
1 8th,  produced  a  remarkable  Debate,  in 
which  Mr.  Walpole  diftingiiifh'd  himfelf 
greatly  in  Behalf  of  Liberty,  and  added  to 
the  Popularity  he  had  before  acquired 
among  the  Whigs. 

But  what  more  p&rticulairly  enhanced 
his  Merits  with  the  illuftrious  Houfc  of 
Harmxry  was  the  Zeal  he  fhew'd  for  it  on 
the  1 5th  of  .April  the  fame  Year*  when  the 
Commons,  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  confider*d  the  State  o£  the  Nation, 
with  regard  to  the  Proteftant  Succeflion; 
For  the  Queftion  being  put*  "  Whether 
the  Proteftant  Succieflion  in  the  Houfe  of 
Hanover  be  in  Danger  under  her  Majefty's 
Government ;"  and  Mr.  Secretary.  Bromley 
havihg  endeavour'd  to  prove  the  Negative, 
Mr.  Walpole^  with  a  great  deal  of  Vivacity, 
anfwer'd  him;  "  Shew'd  the  Danger  to 
be  not  from  her  Majefty,  but  from  the 
dubious  Conduit  of  fome  Perfons;  and 
therefore  iniifted,  that  her  Majefty  might 
not  be  mentiqn'd  in  the  Queftion."     He 

C  was 
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wfis  not  the  lefs  applauded  on  this  Occa- 
fion,  becaufe  the  Cbuit  Patty  prevailM. 

The  Schifm  Bill,  brought  in  the  next 
Month,  gave  him  another  Opportunity  of 
cfiftirtguifliing  his  Eloquence,  tatA  LoVe  of 
Liberty  civil  and  religious. 

On  the  firft  of  Augujis  the  fknte  Year, 
<$ueen  Jtime  drafted  this  Life,  when  the 
Politicks  of  the  Nation  hrimediately  took 
a  flew  T Ufn.  The  Whig  Party*  of  which 
Mr.  Watpok  was  a  chief  Leader,  prevail^ 
both  at  Cbtrt  and  in  die  Setatte.  He  had  the 
Honour  to  procure  the  Affurances  of  the 
Houfe  to  the  new  King,  which  were  lent 
Over  with  the  Addrefs  of  CondblartCe  and 
Congratulation, "  That  the*Goiraft6hs  wottffi 
make  gbod  all  ip&riiamerttsry  Punds  "  artd 
to  prevent  Sir  iVtilidm  Wfidham^  a  Gentle- 
man fufpe&ed  by  the  Hanoatr  Rtffy,  from 
being  put  ifttb  the  Chair  in 'the  gmhdX^tti- 
ihittee  tff  Siibfidy, 

After  all  thefe  Services,  It  might  well  b* 
expe&ed  tKat  Mr.  JValpole**  Promorioh 
would  n6t  long  be  defcrrU  His  ftfefe% 
eame  fo St. Jabfcs's  on  the  26th  of  Siptm- 
ter,  and  on  the  ijihr  of  the  feme  Month 

Robert 


Robert  Watpale,  E*q;  Was  Appointed  Re- 
ceiver and  Paymafter-General  of  all  the 
"Guaixk  audi  Garrifons,!  and  of  all  other 
hit  Mtyefty' e  Latid  Forces  in  Gt*eat-Br$tatn, 
and  Paymaifer  bf  the  Royal  Hofpital  at 
CbeJfca,  in  tfed  liootti  of  Jobnthw  arid 
Arttor  Afar,  Efqs.  And  two  Days  after, 
topon  his  Mzfi&ft 


Council,  his  Name  was  feen  in  the  Lift  of 
Lwds  and  Oentlemen  appointed  to  com-' 
j»fe  k. 

The  Parliament  being  diflolv'd,  &id  a 
iiew  one  calPd,  cm  the  13th  of  April,  1715, 
a  Committee  of  Secrecy  was  chofen,  con* 
&&ng  of  21  Perfons*  to  inquire  into  the 
~Coadu&  of  the  Qjieen's  late  Miniftry. 
Mr*,  tfatpole  being  one  of  fhi  Number,  he 
Uted  the  faoie  Evening  eleded  their  Chair- 
-inria  i  And  tho'  he  was  unable,  by  reafon 
<$  fllnefs,  immediately  to  attend  that 
Service,  they  did  not  chufe  another  in  his 
itodftiy  but  appointed  Mr,  Secretary  Stan- . 
hope  to  officiate  till  his  Recovery. 

June  die  9th,  Mr.  Wslpok,  from  the 
-Committee  4f  Secrecy,  acquainted  the 
Hoitfe*  "  That  he  had  ^  Report  to  prefent, 

C  2  "  according 
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"  according  to  their  Order;  but  tbat  he 
"  had  the  Command  of  the  Committee  to 
make  a  Motion  to  the  Houfe,  before  he 
read  the  Report,  which  contained  Mat- 
ters of  the  higheft  Importance :  That  tho* 
"  the  Committee  had  Power  to  fend  for 
Perfons,  Papers*  and  Records,  they  did 
not  think  fit  to  make  ufe  thereof;  be- 
lieving it  to  be  neceflary,  in  order  to  the 
bringing  Offenders  to  Juftice,  that  fome 
Perfons  fhould   be   fecured,    before  'tis 
poflible  they  (hould   know  what  they 
are  to  be  examined  to,    and   left  they 
"  fhould  have  Notice,  from  what  fhould 
be  read  in  the  Report,  to  make  their 
Efcape :  That  he  was  commanded  there- 
fore by  the  Committee,    according  to 
former  Precedents,  to  move,  that  a  War- 
rant be  iffued  by  Mr.  Speaker,  to  appre- 
hend  certain    Perfons,    who    fhall    be 
"  named  to  him  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
"  faid  Committee ;  and  that  no  Member 
"  may  go  out  of  the  Houfe/' 

The  proper  Refolutions  being  taken,  Mr. 
Speaker  iffued  out  his  Warrants  to  the  Ser- 
jeant at  Arms,  to  take  into  Cuftody  the 

feveral 
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feveral  Perfbns  named  by  Mr.  Walpole ;  par- 
ticularly Mr.  Matthew  Prior •,  and  Mr.  Tiba- 
mas  Barley ;  the  firft  of  whom  was  imme- 
diately apprehended,  and  the  other  fome 
Hours  after. 

Mr.  Walpole  then  read  the  Report,  and 
dcliver'd  it  in  at  the  Table,  together  with 
the  Appendix,  and  the  Books  refer'd  to 
by  the  Committee.  As  the  Reading  took 
up  five  Hours,  from  One  till  Six  in  the 
Afternoon,  a  Motion  was  made  by  the 
Friends  of  the  late  Miniftry,  and-  the  Que* 
ftion  put,  That  the  fecond  Reading*  by-  the 
Clerk  of  the  Houfe,  be  put  off  till  next 
Morning:  But  it  pafs'd  in  the  Negative, 
and  the  Clerk  read  till  half  an  Hour  after 
Eight 

As  the  Chairmaiifhip  of  this  Committee, 
and  the  Drawing-up  of  the-  Report,  were 
fome  of  the  moft  remarkable  Tranfaftions. 
of  Mr.  Walpole^  Life  before  he  rofe  to 
the  Htad  of  Affairs,  I  (hall  give  a  fliort 
Idea  of  the  latter,  which,  with  the  Appen- 
dix, made  a  pretty  confiderable  Volume. 

The  feveral  Books  and  Papers  refer'd  fe> 
by  the  Committee*  related,  J#  to  the  late 

C3  Nego- 
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Negotiations   of  Peace   and    Commerce  * 

2,  to  the  intended  Demolition  of  Dunkirk * 

3,  to  the  obtaining  and  difpofing  of  the 
Jffiento  Contract;  4,  to  (hme  Negotiation* 
concerning  the  Catalans  i  and  5,  to  iecret 
Tranfa&ions  relating  to  the  Pretender.  The 
Committee,  in  this  Report,  only  went  thro' 
the  firft,  fourth,  and  fifth  Heads,  and  re- 
ferv'd  for  another  the  Affairs  of  Dunkirk 
fuid  the  Affiento. 

If  we  divide  the  whole  jPiece  into  two 
general  Parts,  we  {ball  find  ip  the  firft 
thefe  ten  Points  difcu&'d,  1,  The  clan- 
deftine  Negotiations  with  M.  Mejhoger% 
which  produced  two  Sorts  pf  preliminary 
Articles;  the  one  private  and  fpeckl  for 
Great-Britain^  the  other  general  for  all  thu 
Allies.  a.  The  extraordinary  Measures  pur-r 
fued,  to  form  the  Congrefe  at  Xkrecht. 
3.  The  Triflings  and  Amufements  of  the 
French  Plenipotentiaries  at  Utrechtx  by  the 
Connivance  of  the  jBnVj^  Minifters.  4.  The 
Negotiations  fibovt  thfe  Remmriptioa  of  (be 
Spawjh  Moimrchy,  ty  Letvis  XIV,  and  Jus 
Family.  5.  The  fetal  Suipenfion  of  Arms 
tyr  the  ExgKfl*  ***&  vtatinfa  the  L06 
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at  Denain.  6.  The  Siezure  qf  Ghent  and 
Bruges,  in  order  to  diftrefs  the  Allies,  and 
favour  the  French.  7.  The  Dtike  of  Or- 
Wpnfs  adting  in  Concert  with  Marihal  Vil- 
lars,  the  Fr#*fl&  General.  8.  The  Lord 
Botingbrohe's  Journey  to  France,  to  neg(£ 
tiate  a  feparate  Peace.  9.  Mr.  Prior's  and 
the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury's  Negotiations  in 
France.  io.  The  precipitate  Conclufion 
of  the  Peace  at  Utrecht,  without  infifting 
on  fuch  Terms  as  the  State  of  Affairs  gave 
room  to  demand. 

In  the  fecond  Part,  the.Committee  offer 
to  the  Houie  what  they  have  found  ma- 
terial, in  the  Papers  refer'd  to  them,  con- 
cerning the  Catalans  and  the  Pretender ;  in- 
sert at  l,arge  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Ox* 
ford  jto  the  Queen,  dated  June  the  9th* 
4714,  together  with  an  Account  of  public 
Affairs  frqpx  Augft/i  the  8th*  1710,  to  June 
#ic  &&iy- 171 4  5  and  conclude  with  taking 
Notice  of  feveral  glaring  Inconfiftencies, 
that  are  obvious  to  evcry-body  as  they  ftate 
the  Fads,  arifing  by  Comparifon  of  the  late 
Queen's  Declarations,  at  fundry  Times,  with 
the  Meafures  her  MinUfcrs  presumed  to 
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take  in  carrying  pn  thefe  important  NegOr 
tiations. 

Speaking  of  her  Majefty's  Speech  in 
yune  171 2,  <f  It  will  be  found,  fay  they, 
that  the  Miniftry  did  fo  grofsly  deceive 
the  Queen,  in  order  to  impofe  upon  the 
Parliament  by.  her  Authority,  that  there 
is  fcarce  a  Paragraph  that  does  not  con? 
tain  fome  unfair,  or  at'leaft  equivocal 
Reprefentation  of  the  State  of  the  NeT 
gotiatiops.  And  whpn  the  Queen  was 
advifed  by  her  Minifters  to  make  this 
Comrpunipati^n  tp  (he  Parliament,  as  .the 
Tenn6  upon  which  a  general  Peace  might 
be  made,  it  is  very  evident,  they  had 
no  Affurances  that  France  would  make 
good  what  they  hgd  prevaiPd  upon  thq 
Queen  to  declare  in  fo  folemn  and  public 
a  Manner."  —  If  we  were  here  to  afk, 
if  the  fame  Abufe  of  Royal  Authority  has 
not  been  often  repeated  finf  e  by  following 
Minifters,  what  cquld  they  anfwer  ? 

Mr.  Prior §  who  was  fo  nearly  copcern  d 
in  the  Contents  of  it,  drew  up  an  Anfwer 
to  feveral  Parts  of  this  Report,  wherein  he 
criticifes  the  Language  and  Stile,  as  well  4$ 
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iqdeavours  to  falfify  fome  of  the  Fads :  I 
ihall  quote  two  or  three  Lines  of  the  Criti- 
cism. "  The  fijft  thing  they  exprefs  is,  the 
Surprife  they  are  in  to  Jind  feveral  Books 
and  Papers  wanting.  To  Jind  them  want- 
"  ing  is  extreme  good  Englijb :  But  the 
"  Senfe  this  Phrafe  mull  bear  i6,  that  they 
"  fought  for  wh$t  they  could  notjmd"  This 
pendeman,  no  doubt,  read  over  the  Report 
with  a  fevere  Eye  3  otherwife  fuch  an  Ex- 
prefiion  might  perhaps  have  efcaped  him, 
becaufe  the  Piece  in  general  is  allow'd  to 
be  yrell  ppji  d,  But  Mn  fValpole  s  Merit,  as 
£  Writer,  might  very  well  be  given  up,  if 
we  could  but  acquit  him  as  a  Minifter. 

Having  mention'd  Mr.PriV,  I  muft  take 
fome  Notice  of  his  Examination  before  the 
Copimftfee  pf  Secrecy,  Mj\  Walpole  had 
moved,  that  the  Perfons  taken  into  Cuftody 
might  be  examined  in  the  moil:  folemn  Man,- 
ner  j  tvhich  being  granted,  he  informed  the 
Houfe  two  Days  after,  that  Matthew  Prior ; 
Efq;  had  been  examined  the  Day  be* 
fore,  when  there  appear'd  fuch  Matters  of 
Importance,  that  the  Committee  defired  he 
might  be  taken  into  clofe  $uftody,   as  he 
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was  accordingly,  Mr.  Brier  has  drawn  up 
an  Account  of  this  Matter  himfelf,  which 
was  printed  a  few  Years  ago,  wherein  he  has 
humouroufly  painted  the  Characters  and 
Behaviour  of  fever al  of  the  Coraniittee-ment 
particularly  Secretary  Stanhope,  Mr.  Lech- 
mere.  Lord  Cbni?tgjby%  Mr.  Bofiaweny  and 
Mr.  Walpole,  whom  he  puts  in  a  fallen  Hu- 
mour :  And  fpeaking  of  Bojeawe*,  he  feys* 
4f  I  cannot  here  omit  a  ridiculous  Inflance 
of  my  Middkfix  Juftice's  Skill  in  the  Law  ; 
He  was  juft  going  to  fet  his  Name  on  the 
left  Hand  of  the  Paper,  where  I  was  ta 
have  fet  mine ;  and  if  he  had  not  beea 
timely  caution- d  by  die  Chairman,  it  would 
have  been  theDepofition  of  HugbBefeaweny 
Jurat,  coram  me,  Matt.  Prier" 

When  die  Commons,  die  next  Day  alter 
leading  the  Report,  refumed  the  Considera- 
tion of  it,  Sir  lhmias  Hanmer  moved,  that 
it  might  be  refer'd  to  the  21  #,  and  was 
Seconded  by  the  leading  Men  of  that  Side, 
who  moved  aifo,  that  the  Report  be  printed. 
He  was  anfwer'd  by  Mr.  Watpdey  who  in- 
fifted  upon  going  through  wkh  die  Affair, 
and  was  feco*ded  by  Secretary  Stanhope. 

Theft 
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Thefe  Gentlemen  carried  their  Point,  and 
then  Mr.  Wcdfde  jmpeach'd  Hmy  Lord 
Vtfcount  BoUngbroke  of  High-Trtaibft,  and 
Qther  high  Crimes  and  Mifdemeanours, 
Other  Impeachments  immediately  follow'd. 
On  the  firft  of  Jufy,  after  a  Mil  was  or- 
dered in  for  preventing  Riots,  Mr.  IValpole 
made  Complaint  to  the  Houfe  of  a  printed 
Pamphlet,  entitled  the  Evemng-P$Jt >vAiert- 
in  was  the  Copy  of  a  Letter  fubfcribed  Rm 
W*  to  the  Lord  £*— *  at  the  lfcrfJ&,  which 
had  been  cried  about  as  if  wrote  by  him, 
^tr.  Wa1poley  to  Lord  $underfaui>  and  mali- 
cbafly  and  indufhioufly  fent  over  the  King- 
doqi.  As  this  Letter  is  fomething  curious, 
and,  if  genuine,  giv?s  a  pretty  good  Pic- 
ture of  the  Temper  of  the  then  Mini&ry, 
(among  whom  Mr.  WatfwU  muft  be  reckon- 
ed) I  cannot  wfift  the  Temptation  of  infert- 
iog  a  Copy  of  it  hew*  Pkwate  Letters  are 
thcfceft  Inlet  to  Hiftory,  and  Should  «e?er 
be  negieded. 

«'  My  Lord, 
M  I  tare  received  jatf  Lekl&ip's  Let- 
?  ter,  the  Contorts  of  which  are  rather  a 
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"  Concern  to  me  than  a  Sur prife :  In  the 
€C  general  Corruption,  I  had  little  Reafoa 
cc  to  believe  the  Neighbourhood  where  your 
Lordlhip  is  fhould  efcape  untainted. 

By  this  Poft  you  will  have  an  Account 
from  Lord  Sf'"  ■ "  of  .what  has  been,  done 
in  thtjfe  Parts,  with  fome  Particulars  of 
cc  the  Oxford  Klou  The  inclofed,  -  myr 
Lord,  is  a  Copy  o£  a  Letter  fent  to  Dr. 
Cbarlette :  But  k  is  not  Writing  that  will 
be  ever  abl$  to  reduce  that  Univerfity  ta 
a  State  of  DHciplioe  or  Order. ;  other 
€i  Means  are  neceflary. 

"  I  am  jk>w  to  tell  your  Lordflup,  the 
c<  Committee  have  .finifhed  their  Report^ 
and  will  lay  k  before:  the  Houfe  in  a- 
few  Days.  What  the  Refuft  will  be  I 
am  doubtful :  But  vte  have  now  nothing 
for  it  but  a  bold  Pu(h,  and  accordingly 
€C  have  determined  tq  allow  no  Time  to  the 
c<  Enemy  to  examine  or.confider  the  Re* 
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<c  The  Impeachment  will  be  for  High-* 
"  Treafon  and  other  Crithes ;  arid  I  wifh 
"  we  havtvnot  in  this  Refolution  ftrained 
cc  Matters  too  far .  Not  that  I  believe  we  are 
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in  any  Danger  of  not  feeing  yourLbrcU 
fhips  confirm  whatever  Accufation  vte 
(hall  bring  before  you :  But  the  People,  who 
"  think  they  have  a  Right  to  look  into  our 
Aftions,  know  their  Strength,  know  how 
far  they  have  gone,  and  that  they  can 
fecure  thejnfelves  only  by  going  farther, 
If  on  any  drunken  Holiday  the  Go- 
*"  vernment  is  over-run  with  Rioters  and 
"feditious  Aflemblies,  what  Oppofition 
c<  may  we  not  reafonably  exped,  when  we 
"  are  leading  the  Favourites  of  the  Fa&ioa 
"  to  the  Scaffold  ? 

"  If  we  fail  in  our  Attempt,  we  muft  be 
<c  content  to  bear  the  Yoke  we  have  been 
"  preparing  for  our  Enemies :  If  we  fhould 
"  fiicceed,  we  (hall  never  more  be  troubled 
"  with  that  Spirit  which  has  been  fo  long 
"  grievous  to  us. 

"  The  Guards  are  fent  for  to  be  in  Tea- 
4<  dinefs :  But  I  am  very  doubtful  how  far 
^  they  will  come  into  what  is  neceflary, 
"  fhould  there  be  Occafion  for  them ;  and 
M  muft  therefore  go  along  with  thofe  who 
"  hold  a  Neceffity  of  raifing  Afliftancc 
"  from  foreign  Troops. . 
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was  fonie  Warmth,  and  fevcral  Speakers 
on  both  Sides:  But  Mr.  Walpole carried  the 
Queftion  by  a  great  Majority,  after  the  Ar- 
ticle had  been  amended. 

The  next  Month,  on  the  fourth  and  fifth 
Days,  he  reported  and  read  Articles  of  Im- 
peachment againft  the  Lord  Vifcount  Bo- 
Ungbroke  and  the  Duke  of  Ormonde  and  on 
the  6th,  he  carried  up  to  the  Lords  the 
Articles  againft  Bolingbrokey  and  impeach'd 
him  of  High  Treafon,  and  other  high 
Crimes  and  Mifdemeanours. 

On  the  1 9th  he  reported  the  Examination 
of  'Thomas  Harley,  Efq;  and  on  the  31ft 
the  Articles  of  Impeachment  againft  "Thomas 
Earl  of  Strafford, 

When  the  Anfwer  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford 
to  the  Articles  exhibited  againft  him  by 
the.  Commons,  was  read  in  the  Houfe, 
Mr;  Walpole  made  a  very  remarkable  Speech } 
the  Subftance  of  which  I  ought  not  to 
omit,  as  I  may  have  Occafion  hereafter  to 
jrefer  toit :  At  Ieaft  it  will  teach  the  Reader, 
from  that  Gentleman's  own  Mouth,  how 
to  look '  on  Tranfa&ions  of  a  much  later 
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'  He  (aid,  "  That  he  had  not  yet  had 
fc  Time  to  perufe  and  examine  that  An- 
c<  fwer,  but  that  he  now  heard  it  read  with 
a  great  deal  of  Attention,  and,  in  his 
Opinion,   it  contain  *d  little  more  than 
what  had  been  fuggefted  in  Vindication 
"  of  the  late  Meafiires,  in  a  Pamphlet  in- 
titled,   7&r  Gmduft  of  the  jiffies,    and 
repeated  aver  and  over   in  the  Papers 
caird   *fbe  Examiner  (a).     That    the 
€<  main  Drift  of  this  A  nfwer  feem'd  to 
u  prove  thefe  two  Aflertions :    ift,  That 
the  Earl  of  Oxford  had  no  Share  in  the 
Advifing    and    Managing    the   Matters 
mention'd  in  the  Articles  againft  him, 
but  that  the  late  Queen  did  every  thing; 
indy   2dly,  That  the  late  Queen  was  a 
wife,  good,    and  pious  Princefs.     That 
if  the  fecond  Propofition  were  not  better 
grounded  than  the  firft,  the  Reputation 
"  of  that  excellent  Princefs  would  be  very 
€<  precarious :  But  as  evcry-body  muft  own 
u  her  to  have  been  a  good  and  pious  Queen, 
"  fo  it  was  notorious  that  the  Earl  of  Ox- 
"  ford,   as  Prime  Minifter,  was  the  chief 

D  "  Advifer, 
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(a)  Both  written  by  Dr.  Swift. 
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141  Advifer,  Promoter,  and  Managpr,  of  the 
"  Matters  charg'd  upon  him  ii>  the  Arti- 
"  cles ;  and  therefore  his  Anfwcr  was  a 
falfe  and  malicious  Libel,  laying  upon 
his  Royal  Miftrefe  the  Blame  of  all  .the 
pernicious  Meafures  he  had  led  her  into, 
againft  her  own  Honour  and  the  Good 
of  his  Country.  That  he  hoped  the 
Earl's  Endeavours  to  fcreen  himfelf  bt> 
hind  die  Qgten's  Name  would  avail  him 
nothing.  That  it  is,  indeed,  a  funda- 
mental Maxim  of  our  Conflitution,  that 
Kings  cm  farm  Wring >  but  that,  at  the 
fame  Time,  it  is  no  fefi  certain,  that 
Minijiers  of  State  are  accountable  for  their 
AStioni:  Other  wife  3  Parliament  would 
be  but  an  empty  Name)  the  Commons 
Jhould  have  no  Bufmefs  in  that  Place  y  and 
the  Government  would  be  abjblute  and  ar- 
bitrary. That  tho'  the  Earl  had  the 
AfTuranee  to  aver,  that  he. had  no  Share 
in  the  Management  of  Affairs  that  were 
traniafted  while  he  was  at  the  Helm ;  yet 
he  pretended  to  juftify  the  late  Meafures, 
and  therefore,  in  that  Refpedt,  his  An- 
fwer  ought  to  be  look'd  on  as  a  Libel 
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"  agsinft  the  Proceedings  of  the  tfoofe  of 
w  Commons*  fince  he  had  endeavour'd  to 
"  dear  thofe  Perfoas  (die  Duke  of  O- 
"  mond  and  Lord  Botingbroke)  who  had 
"  already  cmfe&'d  their  Guilt  by  their 
u  Flight." 

As  this  was  on  the  2d  of  September \  or 
the  1 6th,  Mr.  Wslpole,  from  die  Com- 
mittee, reported  and  read  their  Replication 
to  fcfc  Lorckhip's  Anfwcr  $  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  ingrofe'd. 

Mr.  Pr/or,  ftitt  fe*  Cuftody  of  the  Ser- 
jeaat  at  Arms,  having  font  a  Letter  to  the 
Houfc,  relating  to  the  Clreumftanees  of 
his  Confinement,  it  was  order'd,  that  the 
faid  Letter  be  tefer'd  to  die  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  draw  up  Articles  of  Impeach- 
ment, and  prepare  Evidence  agaiftft  the  im- 
peach'd  Lords,  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  fo 
much  as  they  Ihoutd  think  proper  of  the 
Evidence  of  Mt.  Prior>  and  alfo  a  State  of 
the  Circumftances  of  his  Confinement. 
Mr.  WalpoU%  »  Chairman  of  this  Com- 
mittee, made  a  Report  on  the  Occafion 
ihcteen  Days  after,  alledging  Mr.  Prior's 
Guilt,  and  the  Neceflity  of  keeping  him 
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confined  as  a  material  Evidence;  becaufe 
there  was  "  great  Reafon  to  apprehend,  if 
he  were  fet  at  liberty,  that  he  would  im- 
mediately withdraw  himfelf,  and,  as  far  as 
in  him  lay,  defeat  the  Juftice  of  the  Na- 
tion." Upon  this  Mr.  Prior'%  Imprifon- 
ment  was  continued,  and  the  Committee 
were  impower'd  to  fit,  notwithftanding  any 
Adjournment  of  the  Houfe. 

On  the  10th  of  O8ober  this  Year,  1715, 
Mr,  Walpole  was  conftituted  Firft  Com- 
mifiioncr  of  the  Treafury,  and  Chancellor 
and  Under-treafurer  of  his  Majefty  s  Ex- 
chequer: A  Reward,  no  doubt,  for  the 
eminent  Service  he  was  thought  to  have  done 
the  Nation  and  the  Crown,  in  the  vigorous 
Profecution  of  thofe  Miniflers,  who  were 
laid  to  have  "  brought  a  Reproach  on  their 
"  Country,  by  the  unfuitable  Conclufion 
"  of  a  War,  which  had  been  carried  on  at 
"  fo  vail  an  Expence,  and  attended  with 
"  fo  much  Succefs." 

In  1716  he  was  one  of  the  Managers 
againft  the  Rebel  Lords,  upon  their  Im- 
peachment, and  anfwer'd  Sir  Qmftanttne 
Pbips,  who  was  of  the  Counfel  for  the  Earl 

of 


(37) 

of  Wtntinm :  But  I  do  not  find  that  he  con- 
cerned himfelf  with  the  famous  Bill,  that 
hath  fince  been  fo  much  complain 'd  of, 
and  which  was  fent  down  to  the  Commons 
by  the  Lords,  whereby  the  Continuance  of 
Parliaments  was  enlarged  from  three  Years 
to  feven.  If  this  Law,  which  is  thought 
to  have  fupported  him  in  his  long  Miniffay 
at  leaft  equally  with  any  other,  be  any 
ways  chargeable  therefore  to  his  Account, 
it  is  only  that  he  has  annually  fince  oppofed 
the  Repeal,  not  that  he  openly  promoted  the 
paffing  of  it. 

In  the  Beginning  of  the  next  Seffion, 
Mr.  Walpok)  as  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, moved,  and  it  was  refblved,  That 
whoever  fhould  advance  any  Sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding 600,000/.  for  the  Service  of  the 
Public  by  Sea  or  Land,  fhould  be  repaid 
die  fame  with  Intereft  at  4  per  Cent,  out  of 
Ac  firft  Aid  to  be  granted  that  Seffion. 
But  this  not  taking  Effed,  and  not  above 
45,000  /.  being  fubfcribed  in  three  Days, 

he  feconded  a  Motion  of  Mr.  Lechmere  for 

» 

a  fpeedy  Supply,  "  becaufe,  he  faid,  he  was 
inform'd  that  fome  Stockjobbers,  in  order 
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to  deter  the  Parliament  from  purfuinf  the 
Defign  of  reducing  the  public  Del*,  had 
ibrm'd  a  Combination  to  diftrefi  the  Go- 
vernment, and  ruin  public  Credit." 

Mr.  Lecbmeret  notwjthilandiiig  his  own 
Motion!  anfwer'd,  that  "  as  none  but  the  ■ 
moft  wicked  of  Men  could  enter  into  fuch 
a  Combination  agamft  the  Good  of  their 
Country,  the  honourable  Member  who 
fpokc  laft  would  do  well  to  name  them, 
that  the  Home  might  mew  the  utmoft  Re- 
fcHtment  and  Indignation  againit  them." 
He  then  imputed  the  ill  Succefs  of  the  Loan 
to  fomc  Reflections  lately  call  on  the  money 'd 
and   Stockjobbers,     and    to    certain 
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that  there  would  be  in  meddling  with  An- 
nuities granted  for  a  Term  of  Years. 

In  anfwer  to  this,  Mr.  Wdpok  declared, 
"  That  there  never  had  been  a  Defign  to 
"  ufe  any  Compulfion  with  regard  to  An- 
"  nuities:  That  an  Alternative  might, 
i€  indeed,  be  offered  to  the  Proprietors, 
"  but  that  it  fhould  be  in  their  Choice  either 
<c  to  accept  or  reftifc  it :  And  as  for  fuch 
"  Funds  as  were  redeemable,  that  nothing 
"  fhould  be  propofed  which  did  not  entirely 
u  confift  with  Juftice  and  public  Faith/* 
—-This  Debate,  as  it  was  but  a  Month  be- 
fore  Mr.  Watpok'%  Resignation,  and  gave 
the  firft  Notice  of  a  Mifunderftanding 
among  his  Majefty's  Servants,  it  was  proper 
to  give  fome  Account  of.  In  a  Word,  the 
Intereft  of  Mr.  Secretary  Stanbcpe,  and  his 
Adherents,  began  to  outweigh  that  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  Mr.  Walpok**  great  Power 
was  vifibly  on  the  Wane. 

Upon  a  Meflagc  font  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  by  his  Majefty,  April  4,  Mr. 
Seottary  Stanhope  moved  for  a  Supply  "  to 
enable  his  Majefty  to  concert  fuch  Meafures 
with  Foreign  Princes  and  States,  as  might 

D  4  .  prevent 
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prevent  any  Charge  or  Apprehensions  from 
the  Defigns  of  Sweden  for  the  future.' * 
This  occafion'd  a  warm  Debate,  in  which 
unguarded  Expreflions  were  drop'd  on 
both  Sides,  between  Mr.  Stanhope,  Mr. 
Bofcawen,  Sir  Gilbert  Heatbcote,  and  Mr. 
Horatio  Walpole  for  the  Motion,  and  Mr. 
Sbippeny  Mr.  Hungerford,  and  Mr.  Laufon 
againft  it :  When  it  was  remarkable,  that 
Mr.  Robert  WalpoIe>  who,  on  all  fuch  Oc- 
cafions,  us'd  to  give  a  great  Bias  to  the 
Houfe,  kept  a  profound  Silence.  It  is  fop- 
pos'd  that  this  was  the  Reafon,  that  four  Days 
after,  when  the  Affair  came  again  before* 
the  Committee,  the  Gentlemen  in  the 
Country  Intereft,  who  infifted  upon  the 
Unparliamentarinefs  of  granting  Supplies 
without  an  Eftimate,  took  Notice,  that  his 
Majefty's  own  Minifters  feem'd  to  be  dw 
vided  about  the  Matter :  But  Mr.  Walpole^ 
tho'  withdrawing  from  the  Service,  thought 
proper,  upon  this,  to  ipeak  for  the  Supply 
that  Day  in  the  Committee,  and  the  next 
Pay  upon  the  Report,  when  it  was  carry'd 
by  a  Majority  of  four  Voices  only. 

Before 


( +o 

Before  I  proceed,  it  is  proper  to  fay  a 
few  Words  of  this  Swedijh  Bufinefs,  which 
occafion'd  fuch  Divifions  at  Home,  and 
was  fo  much  talk'd  of  all  over  Europe. 

While  Charles  XII.  King  of  Sweden 
was  in  Exile  at  Bender >  after  the  unfortunate 
Battle  of  Pultowa,  his  Dominions  were 
harrafs'd  continually,  and  fome  of  them 
divided  among  his  Enemies.  The  King  of 
Denmark  got  the  Dutchies  of  Bremen  and 
Ferden>  lying  between  the  Elbe  and.  the 
Wefer,  and  between  the  Dominions  of  the 
Houfe  of  Brunfwick-Lunenlntrgy  and  the 
German  Ocean.  This  made  them  a 
commodious  Purchafe  for  the  King  of 
Great-Britain,  Elector  of  Hanover,  as  they 
would  open  him  a  Communication  between 
his  Electorate  and  his  Kingdoms.  The 
King  of  Denmark  eafily  parted  with  the 
precarious  Tenure,  which  a  little  Succefa 
on  the  Side  of  Charles  would  have  enabled 
him  to  recover,  and  for  the  Loan  of  60,000 
Piftoles  George  I.  got  them  fequefter'd  into" 
his  Hands.  The  Swedijh  Hero,  enraged  to 
fee  his  Dominions  thus  publickly  put  to 
Sale,  conceived  a   Refentment  againft  the 

Purchafer, 
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Purchafer,  who  at  that  Time  reign'd  in  the 
Hearts  of  bat  half  his  Subje&s.  An  unfoo 
eefefol  Rebellion  had  kicked  fomewhat  re- 
duced the  oppofite  Party,  but  had  not  alterVl 
fheir  Sentiments  5  and  they  waited  but  for 
pfoper  Affiftance  to  make  another  Pufh,  in 
Behalf  of  him  whom  they  deem'd  their 
rightful  Sovereign. 

If  they  had  look'd  through  all  Europe, 
Jcarcfe  fuch  another  Leader  as  the  King  of 
Sweden  cctotd  have  been  found  for  their 
Purpofe.  He  was  returned  to  his  (hatter 'd 
Dominions,  breathing  Vengeance  againft 
all  his  Oppreflbrs.  Gortz,  his  Minifter* 
entered  into  a  Correspondence  with  Car- 
dinal Alberoniy  who  in  a  fhort  Time  had 
greatly  reftored  the  Affairs  of  Spain,  and 
they  between  them  form' d  the  Plan  of  an 
Invafion  in  Scotland,  where  the  Heads  of 
the  Party  were  let  into  the  Defign,  and 
expected  the  Execution  with  Impatience. 
To  manage  Things  the  better,  Gortz  went 
Embaflador  to  Holhndy  and  GyUenburg,  one 
of  his  Creatures  and  an  able  Man,  was  fent 
into  England.  Even  the  Czar  Peter  was 
on  the  Point  of  coming  into  this  Scheme, 

which 
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whid*  VflB  to  terminate  the  War  fcetweeft 
him  and  «SW^. 

Pbilip  Duke  of  Orleans^  Regent  of 
France,  had  Notice  from  his  Spies  of  this 
Confpiracy*  and,  as  there  was  a  Arid 
Friendship  between  him  and  the  King  of 
Great-Britain,  he  lent  Advice  of  k  to 
London*  Immediately  Gyllenburg  was  fek'd 
in  that  Capital,  as  was  Gortz  foon  after  at 
the  Hague.  Their  Papers  were  publith'd 
by  the  Britijh  Miniftry,  and  the  whole 
Defign,  by  being  expofcd,  blew  over.  But, 
tho'  the  Danger  was  paft  as  Do  Great-Britain, 
it  was  not  fo  as  to  the  Electorate  of  Hanover, 
then  aftually  in  Hoftilities  with  the  Swedijb 
Nation.  The  Peace  of  the  Empire,  which 
it  is  the  Intereft  of  Great-Britain  to  prderve, 
was  a  very  good  Pretence  for  employing  of 
Britijh  Money  or  Forces  in  Defence  of 
this  Part  of  it.  But  then,  by  a  Claufc  in 
the  Aft  of  Settlement,  this  was  by  no 
Means  ever  to  be  done;  and  the  Country 
Party  pretended  they  could  fee  thro'  the 
Difguifc,  and  that  the  Security  of  the  new 
Acquisitions  was  the  Matter  aim'd  at  by  this 
unprecedented  Supply.  Nor  did  die  Miniftry 

fail 
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fail  to  enlarge  on  the  great  Value  of  them,^ 
even  to  Great-Britain%  by  their  Maritime 
Situation. 

If  the  true  Qtufe  of  Mr.  Walpole's  Defec- 
tion from  the  Court  had  been  his  Dtfap- 
probation  of  the  Meafares  then  purfaing, 
from  an  Opinion  that  they  were  an  In- 
fringement of  any  fuch  Glaufe,  we  muft 
have  own'd  this  to  be  one  of  the  moft 
fhining  Parts  of  his  Hiftory:  But  as  he 
made  no  fuch  explicit  Declaration,  and  on 
the  fecond  Day  even  fpoke  for  the  Supplies 
in  a  Way  which  the  Patriots  deem'd  un- 
parliamentary, we  muft  attribute  it  to  fome 
other  Motive  5  perhaps  to  Difappointment, 
and  the  Chagrin  of  feeing  another  Minifter, 
SeaxteryStanbope,  more  trailed  than  himfelf. 

However  that  might  be,  it  is  well  known 
that  on  the  10th  of  jfyril,  the  very  Day 
he  brought  in  the  Bill  for  the  famous  Sinking 
Fund,  he  refign'd  all  his  Places  to  die 
King:  As  did  the  fame  Day  Paul  Methuen> 
Efqj  one  of  his  Majefty's  principal  Secreta- 
ries of  State  j  WilliamPulteneyy  Efq;  Secretary 
at  War;  Sir  William  St.  Quintin,  and  Richard* 
I$dgecmbe%  Efq;  two  of  die  Commiffion?rs 

of 


(45) 

of  the  Treafury :  In  fhort,  there  was  1 
great  Revolution  at  Court,  Mr.  WalfoU 
being  at  the  Head  of  thofe  who  left  it,  and 
Mr.  Stanhope  of  thofe  that  continued,  or 
were  brought  into  Place.  The  Town 
fwarm'd  with  Pamphlets  on  both  Sides, 
fome  of  them  written  by  the  Heads  of 
the  Parties  themielves,  or  under  their 
immediate  Dire&ion.  A  few  Extracts  from 
the  beft  of  thefe  will  give  a  better  Idea  of 
this  Affair,  than  can  be  otherwife  form'd 
at  this  Diftance ;  will  (hew,  at  the  fame 
Time,  of  what  great  Confidcration  Mr. 
Walpok  was  then  thought ;  what  was  his 
Character  with  his  Enemies,  and  what  with 
his  Friends $  upon  which  every  Man  will 
be  at  liberty  to  make  his  own  Reflections. 

I  begin  with  a  Piece  calPd  ctbe  DefeSion 
confider'dy  which  ieems  to  charge  on  Mr. 
Walpole  the  Refignation  of  all  the  reft,  and 
makes  the  whole  an  Effect  of  his  Difappoint- 
ment  only.  <c  Strangers,  fays  the  Author* 
think  thefe  Quarrels  among  Men,  whofe 
Principles  are  the  beft  calculated  for  the 
<c  Good  of  Mankind,  muft  have  fome  ex- 
€€  traordinary  Reafons.    They  can't  well 
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imagine  that  7hy%  who  have  caufed  thole 
"  Divifions,  have  nothing  to  objed;  againft 
the  prdeitt  Admim&attan  \  and  that  it 
is  chiefly  for  the  Sake  of  ijmgle  Perftm, 
who,  not  content  with  the  moil  bene- 
"  flckl  Ports,  threw  up  in  a  Pet,  bccaufe 
he  could  not  govern  every  faing ;  and 
then  confederated  with  fuch,  as,  till  the 
"  Moment  tie  declared:  hrirafelf  a  Country 
*  Gettftemart,  he  continually  reptefented  at 
<f  the  tifeft  of  Men,  ami  Traitors  to  their 
King  and  Country." 

And  again;  "  Men  in  high  Stations, 
tho'  they  have  fine  and  florid  Farts*  yet 
if  they  want  fblid  Senfe,  and  a  good 
Stock  of  real  Virtue,  to  enable  them  to 
"  bear  their  Giandure  with  Moderation, 
grow  giddy  and  in&lent  upon  their  Exal- 
tation y  and,  bettering  every  Thing  due 
to  their  fuperior  Merit,  form  Scbcsmes  of 
engrqffhig  their  Royal  Matter,  and  think 
they  are  affronted  if  any  of  their  Crea- 
tures (a)  (how  well  foeutr  they  may  de- 
fer ve  k)  are  tarn'd  out  j   or  their  Prince 

"  beftows. 


(a)  Lord  Tvuntfend,  afterwards  Secretary  of  State,  w*« 
removed  from  the  Lieutenancy  of  Inland,  April  9. 
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beftows  bis  Favours  (b)  without  their 
Leave :  And  rather  than  (uffer  (his,  they 
will  throw  up,  tho*  in  the  Middle  of  a 
Sefikm,  and  not  fcruple  ta  embroil  the 
pubHc  Aflkirs,  in  order  to  make  them*- 
u  felves  neceflary }  and  to  force  the  Prince 
c<  to  part  with  Thofe,  who,  he  judges^ 
beft  deferve  his  Kindnefs,  and  to  employ 
none  but  them  and  their  Creatures.——* 
That  fuch  aDefign  was  on  foot,  when 
the  King  went  abroad*  is  pkun  from  two 
Perfons  threatening  to  lay  down,  if  that 
moft  noble  Peer,  (c)  employ'4  fince  with 
fo  much  Reputation,  was  made  (he  third 
Secretary  of  State.  This  Infofance,  and 
"  trufly  Horace  being  officioufly  fent  with 
"  a  Scheme  for  the  Parliament's  Sitting, 
"  during  the  King's  Abfence,  ihock'd  many 
"  People;  tho'  far  from  imagining  they 
<f  were  capable  of  acting  what  hath  finee 
"  been  done. 

"  If  a  certain  Gentleman  contrived  this 
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Scheme  to  get  the   Sta0»   and  govern 

*f  England; 

(b)  I  do  not  find  any  confideraMe  Promotion  immediately 
before  Mr.  Wmlpoltt  Refignation,    only  that  the  Lords 
Jorrington  and  Cadagan  were-fworn  of  *he  Privy  Council, 
i   (c)  The  D of  N . 
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f<  England*,  even  his  Inftruments  cannot 
hope  to  keep  their  Pofts,  but  by  an  ob- 
iequious,  flavifli  Compliance :  For  who- 
ever is  infoknt  to  his  Prince,  will  be  in- 
tolerable y  when  in  Power,  to  his  Fellow- 
Subjefts ;  and  he  muft  have  a  vitiated 
Tafte  Indeed,  who  thinks  it  not  better 
to  ferve  a  good  King,  of  whofe  Favour 
he  may  be  fure  as  long  as  he  does  his 
Duty,  than  be  a  Slave  to  any  Fellow- 
Subjefl:;  efpecially  One>  who  lately  would 
have  thought  himfelf  very  fortunate,  if, 
inflead  of  forming  Schemes  for  the  go- 
verning of  thefe  Kingdoms,  he  could 
have  found  Means  of  being  freed  from 
€C  the  Inconveniences  he  then  laboured 
€€  under. 

"  Quitting  of  Places  is  no  Crime :  But 
"  if  feveral  cabal  to  throw  up,  when  the 
"  Government  has  moft  Occafion  for  their 
"  Services,  in  order  to  force  it  to  comply 
"  with  their  unreafonable  Demands;  this 
5<  is  a  very  criminal  Confpiracy,  especially 
<€  in  that  Per/on^  who  has  not  only  got  in- 
"  credible  Sums  for  himfelf,  but  who  could 
"  afk  nothing  of  his  generous  Mailer  (and 

"  all 
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**  all  the  World  knows,  he  is  none  of  the 
fc  moji  modeft  in  afking)  for  his  Children* 
*€  Relations,  and  Friends,  but  what  has 
u  been  given  him.  This  mud  fill  every 
*c  honeft  Briton  with  Indignation  againft 
ic  fuch  vile  Ingratitude. 

The  Charge  goes  yet  farther,  and,  if  true* 
amounts  to  all  <ve  ftiould  exped  to  fee  in 
the  moft  wicked  of  Mert.  u  A  brave  Man, 
c  if  driven  to  Extremity,  Would  rather 
'employ  ofte,  who  had  been  an  open 
*  Enemy,  than  a  treacherous  Friend r  •  whd 
has  convinced  the  World,  that  there  is 
no  Tie  capable  tb  hold  him ;  but  that  he 
is  ready  to  facfifice  every  thing  to  his 
Inter  eft.  Ambition,  or  Revenge". 
It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the  forage 
Contract,  for  which  his  Name  had  been 
branded  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  (hould 
Be  pafs'd  over  on  fuch  an  Occafion :  Ac- 
cordingly  this  Author  attacks  the  Merit  of 
his  Steadinefs,  when  he  refufed  to  make  his 
Submiflion  to  the  Houfe,  by  infinuating 
that  it  was  rather  Affurance  he  fhould  meet 
with  no  Favour,  than  Confcioufnefs  of  his 

E  own 
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own  Innocence,  that  made  him  perfift  thus 

in.  the  Defence  of  his,  Integrity. 

"  Moft  People  thought  (and  I  own  I 
was  of  that  Number)  that  the  U&gt 
this  Gentleman  met  with  from  the  Tories, 

"  was  fufficient  to  (hew  that  no  Price  could 
gab  him,:  .But,  in  Truth,  they  did  not 
confider,  that  after  the  Whigs  had  been 
charged  with  cheating  and  plundering 
the  Public^,  and  no  Proof  was  ra^de  of 
it,  a,  Vote  of  t]he  Houfe  of  Commons, 
of  a  Breach  of  *&*$  and  notorious  Cor~ 
ruptionin  any  Man  ampng  them,  who 
had  be$n  employ'd  in  fuch  eminent  Poft$* 
would  be  of  more  Advantage  to  the 
Tories,  than  all  the  Services  He  could  do 
them  [Vrgfl,  they  might  have  h^d  his 
Ser  vice  J  and  they  were  fujre  lie  fhould  do. 
them  no  Hurt,  being  refolved  to  expell 
him  the  Houfe."     The  Reflexion  that 

follows  upon  .this  Subject  is  pretty  fevere. 
A  Man  once  fent  to  Prifon  fax  Bribery 
and  Corruption,  (no  Matter  if  the  Mo- 
ney was  for  bimfelf  or  his  Creature)  be* 
conies  as  harden 'd,  as  a  Wench  fent  to 
Bridewell  for  a  lefs  Fault :  But  could  he 

"  offer 
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**  ©f&r  $)o,ot»7.  for  one  Ptarchafi*  of 
•*  were  he  worth  but  half  as  much  as  his 
€C  Frfcnds  fey  he  is,  it  fuppofes  feveral  fuch 

*  jfe&rtiuft  have  been  done  5  without  which 
"  aGovemntenfyaceorciKngtoLordH-----/, 
n  ir  riot  tftorth  ferving  " 

Bjr  praifing  the  frefent  Managers  of  the 
Trtafoty,  another  CenfUre  was  doubtlefs 
meant  on  the  late,  when  Mr.  WalpoU  was 
at  the  Head  of  that  Office. 

u  ItcaAnotbe  denied,  that  Things  are 
"  now  in  fo  good  a  Method,  and  4b  quick* 
€<  ly  expedited  in  the  Treafuiy,  that  the 

*  Lord*  Cbmrtiiffieners  never  rife,  till  they 
cr  havet  difpatch'd  whatever  Bufinefs  comes 
c<  before  them  t  So  that,  at  their  laft  Ad- 
*€  journment,  there  was  not  a  Paper  left  un- 
u  determined.  Thefe  is  now  no  Complaint 
Ci  of  a  certain  Office  held  in  the  Strand,  or 
n  any  where  elfe,  which  diipofed  of  Places 
ic  to  the  btft  Bidderj  or  of  Grants  of 
*'  Places  in  Reverjbn,  or  for  Life,  to  Chil- 
"  dren  and  Relations.0 

Bad  enough  hitherto !  But  if  the  Innu- 
endo that  follows  had  any  Foundation,  and 
Could  the  Fadthave^  been  proved,  we  may 

£  2  no; 
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not  only  wonder  that  the  guilty  Perfm  Should 
be  again  reftored  to  the  fame  high  Employ- 
ments with  more  Confidence  than  before, 
but  we  may  even  wonder  that  he  fhould  at 
this  Time  efcape  with  Impunity ! 

People  were  furprifed  to  find  fo  little 

Regard  paid  to  die  frequent  Petitions  of 

the  Merchants,  complaining  of  the  In- 

"  terruption  of  their  Trade  in  the  Balticky 

and  the  Taking  fuch  Numbers  of  their 

Ships  by  the  Swedes  >  and  that,  even  while 

we  had  a  Royal  Navy  in  the  Sound, 

they  were  permitted  with  Impunity  to 

adt  the  Pirates :  But  Gyllemburg's  Letters 

help  to  explain  this  Myftery  $  where  we 

find  that  the  Ships  taken  from  us  were 

to  fcrve  as  Tranfports  to  their  Army.  Had 

not  this  hellijh  Confpiracy  been  feafbnably 

difcovered,    what  Sums  might   not  the 

Ports,  which  a  certain  Gentleman  then 

enjoy'd,  have  gain'd  him  by  this  Invafion  5 

llnce  noExpence  would  have  been  thought 

too  great  to  have  quickly  got  rid  of  thofe 

barbarous  Ravagers?"  Monftfous  indeed! 

that  a  Minifter  fhould  put  his  Country  in 

Danger,  that  he  might  come  in  for  Snacks 

of 
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of  the  Money  raifed  to  preferve  her,  which 
on  fiich  an  Occafion  could  not  be  brought 
to  a  ftrift  Account,  nor  was  the  next  Par- 
ticular lefs  remarkable,  lefs  unjuft,  or  lefs 
cruet  in  its  Nature,  fuppofing  it  as  here 
inilnuated. 

**  Every  one  was  at  firft  fiirprifed  to  fee, 
€<  that  tho'  the  Rebels  might  have  been 
with  little  Expencc  tried  in  the  North, 
where  they  were  taken,  and  where  the 
Witneffes  were  ready  at  hand,  yet  none 
«  but  die  poorer  and  meaner  Sort  were 
*'  there  tried ;  but  all  of  any  tolerable  Con- 
dition or  Sub/lance  were,  at  a  great 
Charge  to  the  Government,  brought  to 
Town:  This,  I  fay,  fiirprifed  People, 
till  they  confidered  that  no  Bargains  could 
conveniently  be  made  but  here  j  and  that 
here  was  the  Money  of  die  Party,  as  well 
*c  as  their  common  Rendezvous ;  and  that 
*c  it  might  well  be  prefumcd,  they  would 
"  not  fpare  their  Purfes,  to  lave  the  Lives 
4€  of  Thofe  who  had  ventured  every  Thing 
"  for  the  Caufe. 

"  If  Men  are  in  hafteio  grow  rich,  there 
*  is  no  doubt  more  to  be  got  by  hot  profecu- 
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"  ting,  or  laving,  than  by  hanging ;  and 
"  we  may  guefc  at  the  Reafon.  why  two, 
"  Perfons,  (not  to  mention  others)  orfef 
"  who  knew  there  was  fiich  plain  Evidence 
"  againft  him,  that  in  Defpair  he  ftab'd 
**  himfelf,  and  the  other,  tho'  now  a  nevr 
"  Ally,  thought  £>  great  a  Criminal,  with 
"  Inch  full  Proof  againft  him,  as  not  to  be 
"  admitted  to  Bail  upon  any  Terms,  were 
"  both  difmijfed  without  any  Profecutton." 
Pretty  near  the  ftme  Charges,  with  fom* 
other  CircumiUnces,  are  laid  in  the  Anfwer 
to  the  Character  and  Cmduft  o/R~-  W-^le, 
Efq;  -with  an  exati  Account  of  ids  Popularity. 
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u  ntakefcim  popular  *,  and  if  ever  he  comes 
into  Flay  again,  he  will  be  more  voracious 
than  4Ver ;  and*  if  not  more  cunning,  his 
having  been  once  in  a  Goal  will  make  hiixt 
£o  amjuterabki  that  whatever  jR  ■  y 
%i  you  charge  him  with,  he  will  only  fwfea? 
"  at  you,  and  in  an  impudent  Manner 
"  dare  any  one  to  tfell  what  they  know  of 
u  him.  But  his  Impudence  will  not  be  all : 
"  For  he  that  hath  once  forfeited  his  Cba- 
ra&er,  is  not  unlike  a  Woman  that  hath 
loft  her  Mode  fly.  That  Man  who  hath 
"  c»ice  committed  a  Breach  of  Trail,  either 

fc  towards  his  King  or  Country,  I  do  be- 
"  tie**  there  is  a  Confideration,  that  would 
*c  tempt  him  to  fell  either  or  both*  a*  ^ell 
<c  mb  their  Favour,  at  a  Time  when  he  has 
u  rhofe  Friends  unprovided  foty  thfc*  cart 
~  fupport  thertfelves.1* 

And  a  little  fertfaer:  "  The  King's  Fa- 
f  *  touts*  we  may  noW  expidt,  will  be  nti 
<c  longer  confined  to  one  Province-,  and  thofc, 
for  the  moft  Part,  to  one  Family:  Bdi 
they  will  be  difperfed  as  generally  as  the 
"  Sun  fhines,  throughout  the  whole  King- 

E  4  lc  dom, 
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'*  dom,  among  his  Majefty's  loyal  Proteftant 
<c  Subjeds. 

<c  Thofe  who  enjoy  his  Majefty's  Fa- 
cc  vours  at  prefent,  if  they  condud  them-? 
|C  felves  as  they  ought  to  do,  fhall  no  more 
ff  be  fent  to,  or  obliged  fcandaloufly  to 
"  truckle,  and  what  they  call  come  down  to 
"  this  or  that  Man,  for  he  is  acquainted 
f<  with  or  related  to  a  certain  Family:  He 
4C  that  has  moll  Merit,  and  deferves  beft 
"  of  his  King  and  Country,  will  be  duly  pre- 
* f  fcrr'd,  without  asking  him  where  he  was 
<c  born,  or  whom  he  is  related  to  ?  If  he 
• c  has  Merit  and  Loyalty,  he  needs  now  no 
€c  Money  to  advance  him,  fince  ROBINO-. 
"  CRACY  is  banifhed.  We  fhall  have  no 
? c  Penfions  ask'd  for  difaffe&ed  Relations ; 
"  no  Tho^fands  a  Year  to  any  difaffeded 
<c  Man,  becaufe  he  is  Uncle  to  a  Man  in 
"  Power;  nor  fhall  an  honeft  Man  be 
f f  turned  out  of  his  Place,  for  an  Uncle  to 
V  be  quartered  on  his  SuccefTor.  I  fhall 
<f  not  mention  any  Thing  of  Reverfions 
*'  granted  to  Children,  becaufe  they  may 
*'  grow  up  to  be  honeft  Men,  and  deferve 
*  them.  -_ 

u  Thq? 
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^  Tho*  fbme  People  have  bten 
pleafed  to  compliment  him  fo  far,  as  to 
throw  themfelves  out  of  all  Employ- 
ments, I  am  apt  to  believe  there  are 
ibme,  even  of  them,  who  will  be  very 
?  far  from  opprefling  the  King's  Servants, 
? c  becaufe  Mr.  W      9le  is  not  one  of  them  j 

V  or  from  venturing  to  fay  as  others  have 
f<  done,  that  the  King's  Service  is  a  Burthen, 
"  too  great  for  a  Mot  gf  Honour  to  bear. 
*c  And  I  doubt  not  but  there  will  come  a 
*'  Day,  when  this  Charge  will  not  only 
"  turn  upon  the  Authors  of  it,  but  that 
*  *  it  will  alio  be  attended  with  fuch  Punijb- 

ments  as  are  adequate  to  the  Ingratitude 
and  Prejumftim  of  the  Man,  who  has 
*f  dared  to  fay,  that  there  was  any  Thing 
* c  in  the  King's  Service  either  unjufl  or  dijbo- 
fc  ^wj^foranyManwhatevertotranfaft.— 
■  cc  Since  you  are  pleafed  to  com- 
"  mend  Mr.  W*  „  k's  Oeconomy  in  the 
"  T  ^  y;  his  great  Skill  in  preventing 
?'  publick  Credit  from  finking;  and  that 
f c  the  publick  Ddbts  were  not  increas'd,  but 
?c  in  a  fair  Way  to  be  leffen'd;  at  leaft  that 

V  it  would  have  beenfo>  bad  be  beenfuffer'd 
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'  to  continue  m  the  Management ;  and  his 
1  iw/f  Abnfeu  and  Ju^ment  in  improving 
1  Things  relating  to  ftfetgrt  Treaties :  1 
'•  Jhall  tell  you  what  I  have  heard  of  him  i 
'  And  in  the  flrft  Place,  as  to  public  €reilitt 
'  the  Citizens  will  iky,  that  he  oppofcd  a" 
'  Metre*  that  was  made  for  a  Kdouidoff 
'  of  Parliament  to  fupp&t  Publick  Credit. 
1  But  perhaps  you  will  lay,  he  only  did  It 
'  in  Oppofition  to  a  particular  Peribn,  wh» 
'  refuted  to  draw  with  him  t  But  lie  that 
'  as  it  will,  every  Body  finds  public  Chtdlt 
(  fo  much  the  better  fince  his  being  turn'tt 
(  out,  that  every  Thing  has  rhen  ao  per 
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"  Oo&V  «J»  «nt/  than  what  you  arepltas'd 
V  /a  m*k  it.  >    i 

f ou  tad  beft  forbear  calliag 
(<  Minifters  a  Fa&i<m%  or  taking  upon  yo* 
<c  to  cenfure  the  King/  becaufc  Mr.  #^£ 
"  is  out  of  Humour.  You  make  thofc 
"  Companions ,  with  King  Charter  $  and 
King  Jsmes'i  Mioifters :  Turn  your  Eyes 
tp  tfic  Norfolk  Troop ;  and  I  believe  yon 
*  will  find  them  fuch  Flefli  and  Blood  as 

■ 

cc  thofe  mercenary,  corrupt ;  and  arbitrary 
"  Statefmen  in  thofe  Reigns.  Bit  untiil 
cc  you  fee  fome  fuch  Behaviour,  believe  me 
"  that  your  Comparifons  are  very  odious, 
"  There  is  a  great  deal  of  Difference  be- 
"  twccn  a  Man  that  ha?  been  ceemQei^ 
"  and  one  that  has  not.  Von  may  be  fond 
of  your  Friend  $  but  whatever  impartial 
Man  reads  the  Journals  of  the  Hou/e  (f 
Cmmons,  he  will  be  perfuaded,  as  I  am, 
<c  that  a  certain  Gentleman  has,  once  in  his 
"  Life  Time,  been  as  corrupt  and  merce* 
<(  nary  as  any,  even  of  King  Char  let  % 
"  Courtiers. 

This  long  String  ef  Quotations  will  not, 
Jprcfiwue  be  tkeforae  to  the  Reader,  becaufc 

■ * 
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5t  conveys  one  Side  of  the  Queftion 
concerning  the  Merit"  oT'^Mr.  WalpoU\ 
Refignation,  upon  the  Prevalence  "of 
Mr.  Stanhope's  Intereft,  join'd  to  that  of 
fiaron  B——r,  and  the  other  H  *n 
Minifters.  According  to  this  Deduction, 
Prejudice,  Sclf4nterejl,  Spleen,  Ambition, 
Dif appointment,  Revenge,  Breach  offrujl, 
Bribery,  Notorious  Corruption^  and  I  think 
almoft  fr  nx  were  the  chief  Qualifi- 
cations of  the  refigning  Minijier.  One 
would  imagine,  by  reading  it  over,  that  h? 
was  in  his  Noviciate  almoft  as  good  a  Mafter 
of  his  Bufinefs  as  he  has  fince  been  efteem'd. 
And  yet  this  Refignation  among  his  Friends 
ftHI  pafles  for  a  Mafter- Aft  of  Patriotifm, 
and  fncere  Attachment  to  the  Brkijh  Con- 
futation. If  it  fhould  riot  appear  fo  at  laft, 
I  am  afraid  the  mod  defenfible  Part  of  this 

we  fhall  have  but  too  uniform  a  Per- 
fbnage  throughout  our  whole  Drama. 
However,  let  us  hear  what  can  be  faid 
on  the  other  Side,  and  afterwards  win- 
now the  Wheat  from  the  Chaff  in  both  Ar- 
guments,   that  we   may  weigh  them  m 

oppoftc 
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\ffofte  Scales:  And  here  it  jb  but  joft  to 
begin  with  what  the  great  Man  (as  is  gene* 
tally  efteem'd).  has  laid  in  Behalf  of  him- 
felf,  in  a  Pamphlet  entitled,  Some  Perf<m 
vindicated  again/1  the  Author  of  the  DefeSlkh^ 
Sec.  and  that  Writer  convitied  of  Malice 

and  Falfebood.    By  R W* Efq; 

.  "  It  feems  to  be  the  modern  Vice  of  the 
Times,  and  peculiar  to  the  Diviiions  of 
this  Age,  That  as  foon  as  any  Man,  for 
what  Reafons  foever,  thinks  fit  to  de- 
cline the  Party  he  was  engaged  with,  that 
Party  endeavours  to  blacken  and  aJperfc 
him  5  load  his  Conduct  with  Reproaches, 
and  his  Perfon  with  Calumny,  in  the 
"  groflcft  Manner  -,  without  Refpedt  to  the 
€C  Dignity  or  Qyality  of  his  Fferfon,  or  thcJ 
"  Character  he  has  borne  even  among  them- 
"  felves>  and,  which  is  ftill  worfe,  without 
Refped:  to  Truth  or  Jufticey  Humanity 
or  Charity,  much  lefe  Religion. 

It  often  happens,  and  indeed  'tis  na~ 
"  tural  to  believe,  that  it  is  generally,  if 
"  not  univerfally,  fo 5  that  this  is  done  to 
"  (mother  the  real  Caufes  or  Defedts  in  the 
"  Party ,  from  whom  thofe  Perfons  draw 

1  "  off, 
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u  off,  that  the  Knavery  which  cbuH  nof 
u  be  comply'd  with,  the  Lengths  which 
u  could  not  he  run,  the  many  fecret  Fr*c~ 

*  tieefr  which  were  diffifced^  and  the  Dtf* 
a  Kfce  of  which  may  have  been  the  real 
**  Caufes  of  dfceKning  Ac  Service  they  were 
€C  ixii  mighrbe^tf^wfrf. 

*  Gendeiheftifti&^P^in^Gdvern- 
*•  menrt,  and  in  the  AdminiflfcatSon  of  pub* 
H  lie  Aflai'tt,  may  find  themfelvcs  uneafy  in 
**  their  Bmpfoyments^upoffmany  Accounts 

*  ('tot*  many  to  mention  here^  and'  may 

*  chnfe  rather  to  quit  their  Employments, 
tf  than  to&rte  in  the  Manner  and  with  thofe 
u  Uneafinefles  they  fbfler'd;  and  yet  it 
H  does  not  Mow,  that  they  have  the  Ieaft 
u  Deficiency  in  their  Loyalty  to  their  Prince, 
u'  who  perhaps  is  not  at  all  the  Caufe  of 
a  thofe  Uneafinefles,    nor  any  way  privy 

*  to  them :  But  it  is  very  hard  that  thofe, 
iC  who  really  were  the  Caufe,  and  whbfe 
u  Meafures  the  Perfbns  declining '  chofe 
u  rather  to  quit  the  Profits  and  Honours  of 
u  the  Service,  than  to  comply  with j  fhottld 
H  be  at  liberty  to  faddle  the  Offence,  given 
Ci  only  to  thofe  Men,  upon  their  Mdfier^ 

"  and 
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'/  and  reproa^  thofe  Men  w&h  Waflt  of 
Ki  Duty,  who  really  wanted  only  to  be  able 
"  to^fcive,  without  jubmtting  their  Juig* 
iC  mats  h&  Cafes,  which  the;  could  not 
"  ths^k  it  reasonable,  of  for  tbcjLr.  Matter's 
€<  Service,  to  comply  wijiv 

"  Ig  a  Wocd^  'tis  a  Scandal  in  the  higheft 
"  Degree  unjuilifiable^  that  when  Di£e- 
^  rentes  m^y  happen  among  the  Managers 
"  of  Publick  Afiairs,  the  Perfons  who  quit 
<c  the  Service  muft  always  be  chared  with 
"  Dijkyaky  and  Qifaffetiim  5  and,  \yhich  is 
cc  worfe,  with  Defigns,  which  » that  ne\r 
<c  Gdupaoy  raifat  upon  the  Per/on*  new  to 
€i  be-fppken  of." 

.  After  this  temperate  Prefaoe*.  \kelmour~ 
akk  Gentleman  has  this  remarkahteP&agraph^ 
whichldoubtwill  notbeveiyiateUigible  after 
the  Charges  before  rcdted>.unkfe  making  of 
Job,  conniving  witb,<*ir  l&ermtt)  or  waft e- 
"*£ the,  public  Treafure*  to.  fiipport  hi*  own 
Cr€4ture$y  be  admitted  to  be  no  Inftances  of 
Mijmamgement.  — ^  <*  Before  I  enter  into 
"  the  Labyrinth  of  Words  without  Mean- 
u  ning,  which  cram  .this  clamorous  I#bely  it 
"  is  decent  to  inquire  one  Thing  of  its 

u  Author, 


u  Author,  wz.  Whether  it  was  Forgetfiil- 
"  nefs,  or  a  Senie  of  the  Impoffibility  or* 
u  performing  it,  which  was  the  Occafiori 
K  that  throughout  his  whole  Book  he  has 
"  riot  fo  much  as"  attempted  to  charge' 
**  tbefe  Per/ens  with  Mif management,  in  the 
"  great  Employments  which  fliej-  have 
"  borne  the  Weight  of,  through  the  Admi- 
"  niftration  of  the  prefeta  or  pafi  Reigns."' 
a  *-  Was  it  Forgetfilmfsy  or  the  Hope  that 
"  one  Side  of  die  Quellion  only  would  be 
"  read,  that  occafioned  this  palpable  Mifi 
u  repr-ejentation?" 

But  the  Maxim  he  advances  concerning 
Freedom 
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"  were  deprived  of  their  awn.  It  is  hoDe- 
c<  rogation  from  the  Sovereign  to  fay*  that 
•  *  this  Liberty  is  allowed  to  all  his  Majefty*s 
u  Servants,  tho?  they  were  to  have  the  Mi£- 
a  fortune  to  differ  in  their  Judgment  from 
u  that  of  the  Sovereign  himfelf :  And  our 
€C  own  Government  is  not  without  many 
"  Examples,  recent  in  Memory,  where  this 
c<  has  been  pra&ifed  without  any  Offence ; 
*c  the  Minifter  of  State,  who  has  the  Mif- 
fortune  to  differ  in  his  Judgment,  having 
nothing  to  do,  but  with  Duty  and  Re* 
i€  fpedfc  to  refign  his  Employment. 
.  "  Much  more  then  is  this  Right  and  Claim 
their  juft  Due,  when  the  Perfon,  with 
whom  they  differ,  is  not  only  not  the  Sove- 
*'  reign,  but  even  their  Fellow-Servant  in  the 
"  Adminiftration  j  and  whole  Judgment, 
•*  tho'  founded  ever  fo  well  upon  right  Prhv* 
c<  ciples  as  to  Duty,  muff  be  allow'd  to  be 
equally  fubjeft  to  Mi/take,  as  that  of  our 
own.  In  this  Cafe  the  Minifter  differing, 
and  faithfully  reprefenting  the  Reafbn  of 
"  his  Judgment,  may  have,  perhaps,  no 
^  Misfortune  in  his  Judgment,  but  that  of 
"  being  overruled ;  which,  in  fbme  Cafes, 

F  "  may     ^ 
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may  be  as  much  a  Misfortune  to  his 
Country,  as  to  himftlf,  and  more  too." 
I  cannot  pafs  over  this  memorable  Fa£- 
ftge,  without  refle&ing  on  fome  of  the  Times 
that  have  elapfed  flncc  it  was  written  ;  when 
not  only  Liberty  of  Judgment,  in  more 
than  one  Minifltr  of  State,  was  not  allow' d$ 
but  an  ahfolute  Compliance  with  the  good 
Pleafure  of  that  me,  io  every  Department  of 
the  Adjpimftration*  was  peremptorily  re- 
quired,  as  the  only  Title  to,  or  Tenure  of, 
any  Employment  whatfoever.  'Tis  Pity  the 
great  Man  of  thefe  Times  had  not  given  this 
Pamphlet  a  Reading,  to  refrefh  his  Memory : 
Or  perhaps  he  might  think  the  Circum- 
ftances  of  Things  entirely  different,  when 
Mr.  Walpole  was  only  Minifter  of  the  7rea- 
fury,  Mr.  Stanhope  of  the  Difyatcbes,  and 
others  of  other  Offices,  and  when  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  was  Prime  Minifter  of  Great  Britain^ 
without  DireSlor,  Rival,  or  Competitor.  Su- 
perior Judgment,  without  Queftion,  was  at- 
tach'd  to  fuch  fuperior  Authority,  and  the 
Country  could  fuffer  no  Hazard  of  a  Mif- 
fortune  from  the  over-ruling  Influence  of  fo 
much  Wifdom  and  Experience. 

My 
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My  Authof  proceeds :  cc  Now  whether 
u  this  was  the  Cafe  of  the  Perfbns  whom 
u  this  Libeller  defames,  or  whether  it  was 
€€  not ;  yet>  for  the  Purpofe,  let  me  fuppofe 
fc  it  was  ;  many  Reafbns  forbidding  me  to 
"  enter  here  on  the  Specification  of  the 
*€  Particulars*  The  Libeller  is  not  afhamed 
11  to  fight  undef  the  Protection  of  the  pre- 
fcnt  Miniftry  j  as  if  no  Man  durft  fup- 
pofe any  Thing,  how  much  fbever  in  his 
cl  own  Defence,  which  might  look  like  a 
tt  Reflection  that  Way.  But  he  fhall  be 
<c  driven  from  his  Cover :  For,  without  any 
u  Reproach  Upon,  Or  Offence  to  the  prefent 
"  Minifters  of  State,  I  fhall  fuppofe  that 
€<  they  may  differ  with  others,  and  others 
from  them  5  or  that  any  Minifters  of  State 
may  differ  in  their  Sentiments  one  from 
another,  and  yet  may  be  all  equally  and 
fincerely  attached  to  his  Majejlfs  Interejl, 
and  to  the  Service  of  their  Country.  Nor 
is  there  any  Defign,  in  whatever  is  faid 
"  here,  fb  much  as  to  infinuate  that  the 
c*  Minifters,  from  whom  thefe  Perfbns  dif- 
<c  fer'd  in  the  Adminiftration  of  publick 
u  Affairs,  were  not  fincerely  embark'd  in 

F  2  cc  tte      ^ 
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the  general  Ltferejt,  however  they  might 
be  of  a  different  Opinion  as  to  the  Meant, 
■  The  Bufinefs  here  is  not  to  accufe  any,  or 
'  reflect  upon  any ;  but  to  defend  innocent 
'  Perfons  againft  unjuji  Accufations  and 
'  Refledions,  and  detect  the  Malice  of  them. 
1  The  Queftion  here  is  not  to  fuggeft  that 
1  the  Miniflry,  from  whom  thefe  accufed 
1  Perfons  are  kid  to  divide,  are  Enemies 
'  to  the  Intereft  of  King  George,  and  the 
'  Intereft  of  their  Country ;  but  to  make 
'  appear  the  Malice  of  thofe,  who  pretend 
'  the  others  are  fo. 
—  "  It  is  evident,  that  there  has  not  one 
Vote  in  Parliament   gone  contrary  to  the 
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Why  does  not  this  Libeller  give  one 
Inftance,  wherein  the  King's  Affairs  have 
*c  been  diftreft  ?  and  why  does  he  not  ex- 
€€  plain  what  he  means  by  thefe  Men's  ba- 
u  zarding  all?  Are  the  King's  Affairs  in  a 
"  diftreft  Condition  ?  Or  are  they  not  in  the 
4€  moft  Jhurijhing  Condition  that  ever  they 
€€  were  in,  or  that  ever  this  Nation  knew 
u  the  publick  Affairs  in  ?— 

■  "  Do  thefe  Libellers  think  that 

the  Reputation  of  thefe  Perfons  muft  fink 
under  their  Calumny,  for  the  bare  fingle 
Step  of  di&greeing  with  the  other  Statef- 
*  men,  whom  they  were  cmbark'd  with, 
$€  and  not  perhaps  concurring  with  their 
"  Methods  in  Management  ?  Muft  they  be 
% €  Jacobites,  becaufe  they  do  not  confent  to 
King  George  %  Bufinefs  their  Way  ?  May 
not  both  be  equally  fincere  in  the  Royal 
Intereft,  tho'  they  do  not  fet  Horfes  to- 
gether in  the  forms  ? 
Why  does  not  this  Libeller  let  us  know 
"  what  it  was  they  ever  did,  or  offered  to 
cc  do,  that  was  injurious  to  the  King's  In- 
€C  tereft,  during  the  whole  Time  of  their 
u  Management  ?   To  tell  us  what  Meafures 
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they  take  now,  and  what  Inftrumcnts  they 
think  fit  to  xxizfince,  is  to  enter  upon  a  new 
Argument  i  in  which  whoever  dips,  muft 
c  account  alfo  for  the  Ufage  they  have 
received  from  a  fcandalous,  clamouring 
Set  of  Men,  as  well  in  Pamphlets,  Libels, 
News-papers  and  Converfation,  as  elfe* 
where  j  which  may  have  obliged  them  to 
adt  in  their  own  juft  Defence,  and  for 
the  effectual  clearing  up  their  own  Re- 
putation. 
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The  Quotation  from  the  Libel 
intimates  tbofe  Perfons  getting  imtnenje 
Sums  by  his  Majefty's  Bounty.     If  the 

<(  Libeller  had  not  been  known  to  be  a 
Man  who  never  laid  much  Strefs  upon 
the  Proof  of  any  Thing  he  feid,  or  ever 

"  endeavoured  to  be  recommended  to  the 
World  for  his  Veracity^  he  would  per-* 
haps  have  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  have 
mentioned  fome  of  thofe  immenie  Sums 

<f  thefe  Perfons  have  gained  ;  he  would  have 
laid  open  and  expofed  the  Corruption  of 
their  Adminiftration,  and  the  like.  Who* 

"  have  they  made  a  Property  of  his  Majefty** 

"  Authority,  or  *  Prey  of  his  Subject 

<c  Whofe 
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Whole  Ox  of  whole  Afi have  they  taken? 

Who   complains    of    their  Exa&ions, 

their  Extortions,  their  Delays,  or  their 

Injuftice  r 

In  another  Piece,  entitled  tie  Defe&ioH 
dettSed,  or  Fauks  laid  on  the  right  Side,  are 
found  thefe  Pfcflages :  u  To  accufe  Gentlemen 

who  are  irreproachable  for  Loyalty  AndCon- 

duft,  of  Want  of  both  $  to  arraign  them 

"  for  Ingratitude  and  Treachery  5  to  infult 

"  than  with  odious  Mifreprefcntations >  are 

**  Actions  fo  flagrant  and  offenfive  to  good 

f<  Manners,that(  let  the  Quality  of  the  Perfon 

$i  fo  doing,  or  fo  encouraging  to  be  done, 

*'  be  ever  fo  great  or  conspicuous)  the  In- 

w  juftice  of  fo  criminal  a  Demeanour  calls 

f(  loudly  for  the  Animadvcrficm  of  fuch  as 

-'  have  any  Regard  for vnftMedKtf\itsdons, 

"  and  unblamable  Chambers.  +-*-*. 
». 

**> Ci  When  they  were  in  Places  how 
"  were  they  not  careffed  and  adored !  Now 
c<  they  are  out  of  Employment,  how  not 
"  derided  and  YiKfied  !  As  if  Reafon,  Elo* 
**  quence,  and  Merit  were  annexed  to  an 
f(  Office  5  and  thofe  Excellencies  of  Pre- 
M  caution    and  Management,    that  made 

F  4  "  them 


■N 


cc 
cc 
ic 
cc 
cc 
cc 


( 72 ) 

fc  diem  the  Obje&s  of  the  Whigs  Admira- 
cc  tion  and  Efteem  before,  had  no  longer 
cc  Duration  than    their  Abode  in   Courts. 
As  if  to  be  diflatisfy'd  with  fome  Men's 
Proceedings  was  to  ad  in  Difobligation 
of  the  whole  Party ;  and  to  refufe  an 
implicit  Confent  to  fome  of  their  Fellow- 
Servants  Schemes,  was  to  a£t  in  Con- 
tempt of  their  Majier  ? 
One  Pamphlet  more,  called  7lhe  Refignefs 
vindicated,  will  detain  me  a  little,  and  then, 
after  a   few  Remarks  on  this  important 
Period,   I  fhall  proceed   with  fubfequent 
Trajifatftions. 

"  If  the  Cafe  of  the  Duke  of  Northunh 
"  berland  can  bear  any  Parallel,   I  defire 
him  to  apply  his  ln/blence9  Covetou/he/i, 
and  Ambition  in  the  right  Place.    I  am 
c<  fure  He  has  a  lefs  Tide  to  it,  who  at- 
tempts  to  ihine  but  in   me    Capacity y 
than  Tbey  who  would  make  us  believe 
fC  they  have  a  Genius  for  half  a  Dozen 
"  diJerentEmplcyments.99^^^^^re,Whe^ 
ther  the  modejl  Gentleman  here  meant,  who 
attempted  to  fhine  but  in  one  Capacity*  has 
vot  fine?  turn'd  out  one  of  thofe  univerfal 

Genius's, 
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Genius's,  that  are  equal  to  all  the  Employ- 
ments of  the  Nation  ?  If  fo,  it  verifies  an 
old  Saying,  That  a  Man  never  knows  his 
own  Strength  till  he  has  tried  it. 

ic  One  would  imagine,  lays  the  fame 
u  Author,  there  was  fomething  like  Magic 
H  in  Places  and  Preferments.  A  Man  no 
*'  fooner  fteps  into  them,  but  he  has  all 
u  the  Perfe&ions  of  a  little  Divinity ;  and 
iC  he  is  no  fooner  cut,  but  the  Charm  is 
iC  undone,  and  he  becomes  the  moft  dif- 
*c  agreeable  and  infamous  of  Mankind."  I 
much  queftion,  if  this  Gentleman  had  lived 
a  few  Years  longer,  but  he  would  have 
fcen  one  Man  as  infamous  and  dif agreeable  in 
Place,  and  at  the  Head  of  Placemen,  as 
ever  Malice  and  Falfehood  could  defcribe 
him  when  out. 

<c  While  Mr.  /3P— le  was  at  the  Head 
**  of  the  TV-**— y,  the  Encomiums  of 
'*  feme  Men  ran  fb  high  upon  his  Admi- 
"  niftration,  that  the  Cecils,  Godolpbins,  and 
*€  Halifax's  were  thought  little,  in  rdpeGt 
iC  of  his  fuperior  Merit.  The  Whigs  were 
u  fo  charm'd  with  him,  that  hardly  any 
"  thing  was  conducted  without  confulting 

"him 


'  him  as  an  Oracle.  His  admirable  Ad- 
'  drefs  in  the  Affairs  of  the  Home,  his 
1  maiterly  Eloquence  and  nervous  Rea- 
'  ironing,  were  the  SubjeSs  of  all  Convtr- 
'  ration.  Now  thefe  very  Perfons  think 
1  his  Oratory  calm  and  Ufekfi,  as  a  certain 
*  great  Man's  Prayers:  His  Wit  and  his  Ar- 
1  gument  have  loft  all  their  Force,  and  even 
'  Common-Scnfe  left  him  the  Minute  he 
'  left  his  Places,  Thus  we  fee  that  Senfc 
'  and  Integrity  are  merely  topical,  and  a 
'  Man  muft  a&  within  the  Compels  of  a 
'  prescribed  Circle,  or  he  runs  the  Rifle 
'  of  forfeiting  his  Underftanding  or  his 
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u  as  the  World  goes,  when  ~  he  Sacrifices 
€€  Jus  Intereft  to  his  Opinion ?  ■  *""' 

— ^-  "  It  is  tojfig/?  and  imcbaritatk  to 
"  attribute  an  Action  of  fuch  Confequence 
€C  to  Pef%  Whim,  Humour,  zndPaJpon  5  and 
"  he  knows  little  of  the  World,  who 
f  €  imagines  fbefe  cany  fuch  a  Sway  with 
"  Men  of  a  fedate  Temper  j  and  it  fhews 
<(  that  the  Writer  was  put  to  poor  Shifts, 
u  when  he  was  forced  to  read  us  fuch  falfe 
M  Ethics  for  a  Reafon.— ~~  They  muft 
"  be  but  ill  read  in  human  Natdre,  who 
can  encourage  fuch  unworthy  Ujagc  of 
one,  whofe  former  Merit  they  acknow- 
ledge }  fuch  Liberties  frequently  return- 
"  ing,  in  a  double  Proportion,  on  the 
• c  Heads  of  the  Revilers." 

In  this  Manner  were  Mr.  Walpde  and  his 
Adherents  attacked  and  defended  upon  th<* 
Resignation  of  their  Places.  As  to  the 
general  Arguments  on  either  Side,  the 
jame  might  have  been  ufed  by  the  oppofitq 
Parties  alternatdy^upon  aChange  of  Situation** 
They  only  teach  us,  therefore,  what  vpre  the 
Aiperfions  thrown  on  one  Side,  and  how 
they  were  wiped  off  on  iht  other  j  but  give 

us 
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us  no  InftrudHon  concerning  the  true  Mo- 
tive of  this  Court  Revolution,  unlefi  we  can 
collect  it  from  Fafts  ftated  by  the  Accttjeri, 
and  not  anfwered  by  the  Defendants. 

The  chief  Accufition  is,  That  the  Re- 
figners  took  this  Step  at  a  particular  Crifis, 
in  order  to  embarrafs  Thofc  whom  they  left 
in  the  Miniftry,  and  difirefs  the  King's 
Afrairs.  This  they  are  content  with  deny- 
ing, without  aligning  any  other  particular 
Caufe  of  thefr  Conduct,  and  only  aflerf  in 
general,  that  a  Minifrer  has  a  Right  to  per- 
fift  in  his  own  Judgment  againft  his  Fellow- 
Servants,  or  even    againft  his  Mafler;    in 
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fhe  other  Miniftcrs  ?  and  might  not  the  Re* 
figners,  prefuming  upon  former  Experience,, 
perfift  in  the  contrary  Sentiment,  merely  to 
try  their  own  Power,  and  whether  they 
could  for  the  future  carry  all  before  them 
in  his  Majefty's  Council  ?  Was  it  not  natu- 
ral, the  Paffions  of  Mankind  conlider'd, 
(for  in  vain  do  they  talk,on  fuch  an  Qccafion, 
of  Sedatenefs  of  Temper)  upoq  being  dif- 
appointed  in  a  Matter  of  fuch  Confequence, 
to  quit  in  Difguft,  and  thwart  their  Oppo- 
nents, in  order  to  render  themfelves  more 
than  ever  neceflary  ?  Tho*  it  was  four  Years 
after  before  Mr.  Walpole  came  again  into 
Play,  might  not  this  too  be  a  frefti  Difap- 
pointment,  as  he  might  entertain  Hopes  of 
being  immediately  recalTd  upon  his  own 
Terms?  In  a  Word,  as  I  believe  the  Chargp 
to  be  fironger,  in  many  Particulars,  than 
the  ftrift  Truth  required ;  fo  I  cannot  fee 
any  thing  in  the  Anfwer  that  tends  more 
than  to  elude  and  JJur  over  the  Qucftion, 
without  ever  coming  to  the  clofe  Point,  the 
fpeciiic  Motive  of  this  Refignation, 

We  may  farther  obfervc,  in  this  Debate, 
that  the  true  Minifterial  Art  is  diiplay'd  on 

both 
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both  Sides,  and  the  Myftery  of  Govern* 
mcnt  kept  tip  with  great  Solemnity.  Mr. 
Wdlpok,  tho1  out,  may  be  in  again,  and 
therefore  he  will  not  unfold  the  State-Secret t 
bat  rather  let  fo  much  of  die  Imputation, 
as  he  cannot  ftave  off  by  general  jiffer* 
tions,  or  evade  by  a  Shew  of  bmefi  Reafoning, 
remain  flicking  to  his  Character.  A  politic 
cal  Coxte/t  of  this  Nature  muft,  I  imagine, 
be  fomewhat  like  a  ctbeohpcal  Controvert  of 
the  Ancient  Egyptian  Priefts,  which  nobody 
could  underftand  but  themfelves. 

The  Severity  of  the  Charge  exhibited 
jtgainft  Mr.  fPalpok,  at  leaft  implicitely  (a- 
mounting  to  almoft  the  worft  of  Crimes 
that  a  Minifter  can  be  guilty  of  in  the  Dis- 
charge of  his  Office)  is  not  lefs  remarkable 
than  the  Manner  in  which  He,  or  his  Apo- 
logift,  denies  that  any  Accufation  has  been 
brought  againft  his  Management,  and  calls 
upon  the  other  Side  to  bring  fuch  an  Ac- 
cufation.    One  would  think  by  this,  and 
fbme  other  Inftances   of  the  fame  Nature, 
that  great  Men,  who  underftand  the  true  Art 
of  Government,  were  all  fecure  of  one  ano- 
ther;   and   however  they  might    quarrel 

among 
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among  themfdvcs  for  Power,  were  in  no 
danger  of  having  their  dark  Doings  brought 
to  Light  by  their  Succeflbrs  in  Place,  who 
in  their  Turn  muft  have  the  feme  Gomplai- 
fence  to  expert  from  others. 

May  we  not  fee  here  the  Error  of  a  po- 
pular Notion,  that  the  Fortunes  of  a  certain 
great  Family  have  been  made  within  about 
twenty  Years  paft?  Do  we  not  fee  here 
Pn/fons,  Grants,  Reverjms,  and  all  the 
Means  of  growing  rich  fcatter'd  among  them, 
even  before  their  great  Chieftain  arofe  to 
his  laft  fiiUime  Char  after  ?  He  was  no  Lu~ 
cuUus,  that  without  Experience  took  on  him 
the  Command  of  an  Army  j  but  kdifciplirid 
Veteran,  who  knew  all  the  Duties  and  Per* 
quifites  of  his  Office,  and  who  had  ferved 
thro9  all  the  inferior  Ranks  of  the  (aid  Corps. 

One  more  Obfervation  occurs  (I  wonder 
it  did  not  before,  as  it  is  fufficiently  obvious) 
to  ftrengthen  the  Opinion  I  have  given, 
"  That  it  was  no  peculiar  Regard  to  any 
"  Law  concerning  the  foreign  Dominions  of 
"  a  Britijb  Sovereign,  that  occafion'd  the 
"  gr**t  Man  I  am  fpeaking  of  to  refign  iij. 
u  17 lj."  Becaufe  as  his  Character,  ac- 
cording 
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cording  to  his  Friends*  has  been  pretty  uni* 
form  throughout  Life,  we  fhould  have  cer- 
tainly feen  him,  when  he  had  more  Influence i 
perfift  in  that  obftinate  Attachment  to  the 
Love  of  his  Country •,  previous  to  any  pri- 
vate or  foreign  Intereft  whatfoever :  A  Vir- 
tue which  I  have  never  heard  mentioned, 
among  the  many  illuftrious  ones  that  have 
been  afcribed  to  him  by  his  Admirers.* 

The  Title  of  the  Sinking-Fund  Bill,  pre- 
fented  by  Mr.  Walpole  on  the  Day  of  his 
Refignation,  was  as  follows :  An  Aft  for 
redeeming  the  Duties  on  Houfes,  and  charging 
the  fame  with  a  lejfer  Incumbrance  \  and  for 
redeeming  fo  tnuch  of  the  Fund,  commonly 
called  the  Aggregate  Fund,  as  relates  to  the 
prefent  Exchequer  Bills ;  and  for  circulating 
Exchequer  Bills,  at  alefs  Charge  to  the  Public, 
purfuant  to  fever al  Powers  of  Redemption  con- 
tained informer  Afts  of  Parliament  \  and  for 
continuing  fever  al  Annual  and  other  Payments 

out 

•  I  muft  do  the  Juftice  to  (ay,  that  fince  this  was  written,, 
the  (fuppofcd  noblt)  Author  of  a  Pamphlet,  entitled  Mif- 

ctllaneous  Thoughts,  Sec.  affirms  that  Sir  R W It  had 

this  Virtue  in  a  much  greater  Degree  than  his  Succeflbrs  in 
Power ;  which  he  endeavours  to  prove  from  the  Number  of 
foreign  Troops  taken  laft  Year  into  Britijb  Pay. 
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Vfef  if  the  Refuiue  of  the  faid  Aggregate 
Fund.  This  Bill  was  in  Purfuance  of 
rertam  Refolutions  pafled  in  the  Houfc, 
through  his  Influence,  on  the  2  2d  of 
March',  the  infeiting  of  which  may  ferve 
as  a  Key  to  all  that  I  fhall  hate  Occafion 
to  fey  hereafter  concerning  the  Sinking- 
Fund. 

The  Commons  refolved,  "  That  all  the 
publtck  Funds  redeemable  by  Law,  that 
did  then  exceed  5  per  Cent,  per  Amum,  be 
Tedeem'd  according  to  the  fefpe&ive  Pro- 
vifce  or  Claufes  of  Redemption,  contain'd 
in  the  A<?b  of  Parliament  for  that  Purpofe ; 
or  with  Confent  of  the  Proprietors  be  con- 
certed into  an  Intereft  or  Annuity,  not 
exceeding  5  per  Cent,  per  Atnum^  redeem- 
able by  Parliament :  "  That  his  Majefty  be 
enabled  to  borrow  of  any  Perfon  or  Perfons, 
Bodies  politic  or  corporate,  fuch  Sum  or 
Sums  of  Money,  as  (hould  be  requifite 
to  redeem  the  faid  redeemable  Funds,  at 
any  Rate  not  exceeding  5  per  Cent,  per  An* 
num,  and  to  fecure  the  fame  upon  the  Funds 
<f#  to  be  redeemed.     "That  the  Annuity  of 
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106,501  /.  13  J.  5  */.  *  payablcto  the  Gover- 
nor and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  fcngla/ul, 
out  of  the  Houfe-money, .  by  Virtue  of  fe- 
veral  Ads  of  Parliament  in  that  Behalf,  for 
the  principal  Sum  o£  1,775,027/.  17/. 
io*/.  4"  by  them  advanced,  be  redeem'd,  or 
{by  Confent  of  the  faid  Governor  and  Com- 
pany) converted  into  an  Intereft  or  Annuity, 
not  to  exceed  5  per  Cent,  per  Annum,  re* 
deemable  by  Parliament ;  <c  That  fo  much 
of  the  Fund,  commonly  called  the  Aggre- 
gate Fund,  -f  fettled  by  an  Adt  of  Parlia- 
ment in  the  firft  Year  of  his  prefent  Majefty 
(George  L)  as  is  applicable  to  the  Intereft, 
Circulation,  Exchanging,  or  Cancelling  the 
prefent  Exchequer-Bills,  be  alfo  redeem'd: 
"  That  his  Majefty  be  enabled  to  authorize 
the  High  Treafurer,  or  the  Commiffioners 
of  the  Treafury  for  the  Time  being,  to 

treat 


*  Charged  upon  the  Duties  of  Houies,  or  Windows, 
from  the  i  ft  of  Auguft  1 7 1  o9  for  ever,  for  railing  1 ,500,000  /. 
by  lifting  Exchequer- Bills  to  that  Value.  The  Bank,  by  an 
A&  c9Ann*t  undertook  to  circulate  thefe  Bills,  upon 
Consideration  of  4/.  10/.  per  Cent,  per  Annum  f  and  Exche- 
quer Bills  to  be  iflued  for  the  Intereft  'till  the  Fund  com* 
xneoces.  The  Bank  to  remain  a  Corporation  'till  the  Bills 
I*  redeem'd. 

f  By  this  Fund  fevetal  Duties,  Impofitions,  &c.  were 
charged  with  certain  Annual  Payments. 
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tf eat  and  agree  with  any  Perfon  or  Perfons* 
Bodies  politic  or  corporate,  for  circulating 
ftich  a  Number  of  Exchequer-Bills  at  a  Rate 
not  exceeding  4/.  10  j.  per  Cent,  pe?  Jlnrmmi 
for  Intereft,  Exchanging,  and  Circulation,  as 
may  be  charged  ahd  fecured  upon  that 
Part  of  the  faid  Aggregate  Fund,  fo  to  be  re* 
deem'd :  "  That  the  Annuities  of  600,000/* 
J  and  8,000/  per  Armtim^  payable  to  the* 
Governor  and  Company  of  Merchants  of 
Great-Britain  trading  .to  the  Soutb-Sed>  be 
alfo  redeem'd :  "  That  the  Annuities  pay-* 
able  by  an  A&  of  Parliament  of  the  12th 
Year  of  King  Wrilliami  (of  glorious  Memo- 
ry) to  certain  Patentees  therein  named,  their 
Heirs  and  Afligns,  out  of  the  freekly  Sum 
of  3,700  /.  charged  on  the  Excife,  be  alfb 
redeemed:  "  That  the  feveral  Terms  of 
Years  remaining  in  the  Duties  appropriated 

G  a  by 
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%  Thefe  Payments  to  the  South-Sea  Company  were,  the 
600,000/.  for  Intereft,  at  6  per  Cents  ami  8,000/.  for  Ma- 
nagement of  the  Sum  of  10,000,000/:  The  Company  ta 
continue  for  ever,  but  the  Annual  $um  to  ceafe  upon  a 
Year's  Notice  after  the  25 /£  of  December^  1716,  repaying 
*hat  Hm4|  than  W  d»«  10  the  Compaay. 


by  the  two  Lottery  A#s,  *  piade  and  pafied 
in  the  9th  Year  of  her  late  Majefty  Queen 
Anne,  (of  hleffed  Memory)  *«id  by  the  two 
tottery  *  A&s  made  and  pafled  in  the  1  oth 
Ye^r  of  her  faid  Majefty's  Reign,  be  made 
perpetual:  "  That  the  faid  Duties,  compre- 
hended in  the  faid  four  Lottery  Afts,be  made 
one  general  Fund  for  the  future :  c<  That 
the  Proprietors  of  the  Orders  grounded  oa 
the  laid  Lottery  A#s,  do,  within  a  limit- 
ed Time,  make  their  Elections,  either  to 
accept  Annuities  after  the  Rate  of  5  per  Cent* 
per  Annum  redeemable  by  Parliament,  out 
of  fuch  general  Fund,  or  be  paid  fo  much 
as  remains  due  to  them,  on  their  Orders  re- 
ipedtively :  "  That  in  all  Cafes,  where  the 
Proprietors  fhaB  chufe  to  have  their  Princi- 
pal, the  5  /.  per  Cent,  per  Annum,  faved  there- 
by, be  made  another  Fund,  towards  an- 
fwering  fuch  Sums  of  Money,  as  fhall  be 

advanced 
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*  The  Duties  of  3/.  and  2/.  a  Chaldron  on  Coals,  the 
additional-  Duty  on.  Windows,  a  Subfidy  of  Tonnage  and 
Poundage,  tbe  additional  Duties  on  Tallow  and  Wax  Candles*. 
700/.  a  Week  out  of  the  Poll  Office,  the  Duties  on  Lea- 
ther, Linr.en,  Stuffs,  &c.  feveral  Sorts  of  Stamps, 
is.  a  Pound  on  Coffee,  and  2  s.  a  Pound  on  Tea,  zo  per  Cat* 
on  Drugs,  the  Tax  on  Policies  of  A  durances,  and  on  gilt. 
Wire,  are  all  made  perpetual  by  the  Claufc  purfuant  to  thjk 
Kefolution. 
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,  ,  •  ^ 

advanced  (towards  difcharging  the  feia 
Principals)  by  I^oans  or  other  Securities,  as 
(hall  be  thought  proper :  cc  That  his  Majef- 
ty  be  enabled  to  give  Power  For  receiving 
voluntary  Subfcriptions  from  any  Perfoh  or 
Perfons,  entided  to  any  Annuities  ifiuing 
out  of  the  Publick  Funds,  for  the  Refidufe 
of  the  refpe&ive  Terms  of  99,  96,  89  or  32 
Years,  formerly  purchafed  therein  (not 
being  fubjeft  to  Redemption)  who  (hall  bfe 
willing  to  accept,  in  lieu  thereof,  perpetu* 
al  Annuities  redeemable  bf  Parliament,  and 
to  allow  for  the  remaining  Terms  in  the 
feid  Annuities,  which  were  ptirthafed  far 
99,  96,  or  89  Years,  (at  the  EledHon  of 
the  refpe&ive  Subfcribers)  either  fo  ftiticfc 
as  the  {aid  Annuities  /ball  amount  to  at 
1 9  Years  Purchafe,  to  be  made  good  by 
new  Annuities  at  4  ^  P&  Cent,  pr  Annum, 
redeemable  by  Parliament  $  or  1 7  Yeaf  s  aftd 
a  half  Purchafe,  to  be  made  good  by  new  An- 
nuities at  $l.%per  Cent,  per  Annum,  to  be 
redeemable  in  like  Manner ;  and  to  allow 
for  the  remaining  Terms  in  the  faid  Armu^ 
ities,  Which  were  purchafed!  for  32  Years 
(irt  the  Eledtioit  of  the  refpedive  Sub- 
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Centers)  either  h  much,  as  the  laid  Annui- 
ties iliall  amount  to  at  14  Years  and  a  half 
Purchase,  to  be  made  good  by  new  Annuir 
ties  at  4/.  per  Cent,  per  Armum,  redeemable 
by  Parliament,  or  13  Years  and  a  half  Pur- 
chafe,  to  be  made  good  by  new  Annuities 
of  5  /.  per  Cant,  per  Annumt  redeemable  in 
like  Manner  ;  and  that  the  laid  new  Annui- 
ties fliail  be  fettled  and  fecured  according- 
ly :  "  That  all  Savings  that  (hall  arife  upon 
any  of  the  prefent  Funds,  by  the  proposed 
Redemptions  or  Reductions,  be  referved  and 
applied,  after  all  Discharges  that  may  hap- 
pen, or  any  of  the  faidFunds  are  made  good, 
towards  difchareing  and  reducing  the  nation- 
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(  When  Mr.  Walpole  prcfcnted  his  Bitt,  pur- 
fnant  to  thefe  Refolutions,  it  was  obferved, 
that  he  gave  the  Houfe  a  Hint  of  his  having 
refign'd  his  Places,  by  faying,  That  he  now 
presented  that  Bill  as  a  Country  Gentleman ; 
but  hoped  it  would  not  fare  the  worfe  for 
having  two  Fathers,  and  that  his  Succeffor 
would  take  care  to  bring  it  to  Perfection. 
The  calling  himfelf  thus  the  Father  of  a 
Projed,  which  hath  fincc  been  fo  often  cm- 
ploy'd  to  other  Purpofes  than  was  at  firft 
declared,  hath  given  room  to  think  that  this 
Gentleman  had  farther  Views  in  it  than 
were  then  fuipe&ed.  At.  leaft  this,  and  the 
Declarations  he  made  that  the  Sinking-Fund 
ihould  btfacred  and  inviolable,  have  almoft 
annually  fince  given  his  Enemies  a  Handle 
both  for  Satire  and  Ridicule,  which  upon 
the  Principles  of  plain  Reafon  werfe  but  too 
well  grounded. 

It  was  not  till  the  1 4th  of  May  that  this 
famous  Bill,  thought  by  many  to  this  Day 
the  moft  glorious  Production  of  its  noble 
Parent,  was  read  a  fecond  Time,  and  re- 
Yerr'd  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 
On  the  20th  the  Houfe  refolvcd  itfelf  into 
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the  faid  Committee,  when  Mr.  Stanhope, 
then  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  laid 
before  them  the  refpedtive  Propofals  of  the 
South-Sea  Company  and  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  for  advancing  Money  to  the  Go- 
vernment to  redeem  the  feveral  Funds  be- 
fore fpecified.  The  Swtb-Sea  Company 
offer'd  to  advance  two  Millions  more,  which 
would  make  their  whole  Loan  amount  to 
twelve,  at  the  fame  Intereft  of  6o8,ooo£ 
per  Annum.  The  Dank  propofed  two  Mil- 
lions and  a  half,  at  the  like  Intereft  of  5  per 
Cent,  per  jinn,  and  accepted  of  the  other 
Conditions  refulting  from  the  Refokitkms 
of  the  Houfe.  A  warm  and  long  Debate 
enfued,  in  which  Mr,  Wcdpok  raifed  Ob- 
jections againit  both  Propofals,  eipecially 
againft  that  of  the  South-Sea  Company ;  and 
many  were  for  not  accepting  either,  but 
dropping  the  Matter  till  another  Seflion. 
However,  at  laft,  the  proper  Bilk  were 
brought  in  upon  both,  and  on  the  1 5th  of 
yuly  his  Majefty  gave  the  Royal  Afient, 
.  among  others,  to  An  Aft  far  redeeming  fe~ 
veral  Funds  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  and  for  fecuring  to 

them 
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tbem  new  Funds  and  Allowances  by  ParHd» 
went  *  end  fir  obliging  tbem  to  advance  Jucb 
further  Sums,  not  exceeding  2,500,000/.  at 
5  per  Cent,  as  jhall  be  found  neceffary  to  be 
employ* d  in  kffening  the  national  Debts  and 
Incumbrances,  and  for  continuing  certain  Pro* 
vi/ions  formerly  made  for  the  Expences  of  his 
l&yeftfs  civil  Government,  and  for  Payment 
of  Annuities  formerly  purcbafed  at  g  pdr 
Cent,  and  for  other  Purpofes  in  this  Aft  men* 
tion'd:  And,  An  A3  for  redeeming  the 
yearly  Fund  of  the  South-Sea  Company, 
(being  after  the  Rate  of  6  per  Cent,  pc* 
Annum)  and  fettling  on  the f aid  Company  a 
yearly  Fund,  after  the  Rate  of  5  per  Cent 
per  Annum  redeemable  by  Parliament^  and 
to  raifefor  an  Annuity  or  Annuities  of  5  petf 
Cent,  per  Annum  any  Sum  not  exceeding 
2,000,000/.  to  be  emplofd  in  leffemng  the 
national  Debts  and  Incumbrances^  and  for 
making  the  fad  new  yearly  Fund  and  Ao» 
nut  ties  to  be  hereafter  redeemable  in  the  Time 
and  Manner  thereby  prefcribed:  And  like- 
wife,  An  Aft  for  redeeming  the  Duties  and 
Revenues,  which  were  fettled  to  pay  off  *  Prin- 
cipat  and  Inter  eft  on  the  Orders  made  forth  on 

four 
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four  Lottery  ASts;  and  for  the  redeeming  cer* 
tain  Araaiities  payable  on  Order  out  of  the 
'  general  Excife,  according  to  a  former  J&  in 
that  Behalf  §  and  for  eftabBJking  a  general 
"yearly  Fund,  not  only  for  the  future  Payment 
of  Annuities  at  Jeveral  Rates,  to  be  payable  and 
transferable  at  the  Bank  of  England,  and 
redeemable  by  Parliament ,  but  alfo  to  raife 
Monies  for  fuck  Proprietors  of  the  find  Orderj 
as  Jhall  cbufe  to  be  paid  the  Principal  and  a 
Tear's  Literejl  in  ready  Money j  and  for 
making  good  fuch  other  Deficiencies  and  Pay-* 
tnents  as  in  this  AB  are  mention?  d^  and  for 
taking  off  the  Duties  en  Unfee'd  imported, 
and  Britifli  Linnen  exported.'—  Thefe  three 
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£nd  inviolable,  and  nothing  but  the  Confcm 
of  a  thin  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  one  of 
the  laft  Days  of  a  Seffion,  is  requisite  to 
alienate  the  Whole,  or  any  Part  of  thefe 
Sums  to  the  Services  of  the  prefenj  Year, 
it  muft  be  allow'd  to  put  a  dangerous  Power 
in  the  Hands  of  any  Minjftcr,  who  prefers 
the  Purfuit  of  his  own  finifter  Views  to  the 
Good  of  his  Country.  If  we  believe  a  late 
political  Writer,  whQ  longer  than  any  other 
I  know  of  engaged  our  Attention,  we 
ihall  have  but  a  bad  Idea  of  the  Father  of 
this  Fund,  when  we  view  him  in  the  Cha- 
racter of  a  Nvrfe. 

fc  The  whole  Produce  of  the  Sinkings 
"  Fund,  (fays  the  Author  of  the  Craft/man) 
"  has  been  taken  thefe  two  kft  Years  for 
1  f  the  current  Service,  in  Times  of  Peace ; 
and  it  appears  that  the  moft  fubftantial 
Part  of  it,  which  arofe  from  the  feveral 
Reductions  of  Intereft,  is  mortgaged  out j 
that  it  confifts  at  prefent  of  little  mqr^than 
f<  the  Ipcreafe  of  Duties,  fince  the  laft 
u  Warj  and  that  great  Part  qf  it  will  pro* 
IC  bably  fall  off  again,  by  engaging  in  ano- 
"  ther ;  So  that  the  Payment  of  the  public 
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*■  Debts  hath  not  only  been  delayed,  cofl- 
u  traiy  to  the  original  Intention  of  the 
41  Sinking-Fund,  and  the  ftri&eft  Appro- 
"  priations  of  former  Parliaments ;  but  even 
•'  the  Sinking-Fund  kfelf  will  raife  no  con- 
**  fiderable  Sums  towards  the  Support  of  a 
"  War,  mould  it  be  thought  proper  to  ap- 
*'  ply  Hto  that  Service*."  But  I  fhafl  have 
Occafion  more  than  once,  befijre  I  have 
done,  to  give  particular  Inftances  &f  the 
Perverfion  of  this  facred Dep$t,  which  I 
am  afraid  will  but  too  much  verify  what  is 
here  advanced. 

A  remarkable  Conteft  happened,  daring 
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the  South-See  Company }  but  that, *  in  hi| 
©pinion,  no  Term  of  Years  *  ought  to  b$ 
granted,  or,  at  moft,  not  above  three 
Years."  Whereupon  Mr.  Stanhope  being 
fenfible  that  both  the  Opposition,  made  to 
the  Company's  PropoGds,  and  the  Reflexion* 
on  private  Advantage,  were  chiefly  levelled 
at  him,  flood  up  in  his  own  Vindicatknu 
He  ingenuoufly  owned  "  his  Incapacity  for 
the  Affairs  of  the  Trealury,  +  which  were 
to  remote  from  his  Studies  and  Inclinations, 
that  he  would  fain  have  kept  the  Employment 
be  had  before,  which  was  both  moreeafyand 
more  profitable  to  him  -,  but  that  he  thought 
it  his  Duty  to  obey  the  King's  Commands. 
That,  however,  he  w#uld  endeavour  to 
Qiake  up,  by  Application,  Honefty  and  Dif- 
mtereftednefs,  what  he  wanted  in  Abilities  and 
Experience :  That  he  would  content  him- 
felf  with  the  Salary  and  lawful  Perquifites 

of 


*  The  Bank  defired  to  have  the  Exchequer  Bills  not  re- 
deemable till  after  Seven  Years. 

f  Mr.  Stanhope  did  not  hold  his  Places  in  the  Treafuiy 
longer  than  till  March  the  next  Year,  when  he  returned  the 
Sccretaryihipi  and  the  Earl  of  Sunderland,  before  Secre- 
tary, was  made  firft  Lord  Commiffioner  of  the  TmSsx{% 
ajkl  Mr.  Ji/lahie  Qhzncellor  of  the  Exchequer. 


of  his  Office;  and,  tho*  he  had  quitted  a" 
better  Place,  he  would  not  quarter  himfelf* 
upon  any-body  to  make  it  up :  That  he  had 
ilo  Brothers,  nor  other  Relations,  to  provide 
for ;  and  that  upon  his  firft,  entering  into 
the  Treafury,  he  had  made  a  (landing 
Order  againft  the  late  Practice  of  granting 
Reverfions  of  Places." 

Mr*  Walpole,  who  could  not  but  fee  him- 
felf  feverely  reflected  on  in  thij  Speech, 
replied,  contrary  to  his  ulual  Cuftom,  with 
great  Warmtli ;  "  accufed  Mr.  Stanhopex  in 
the  firft  Place,  of  Breach  of  Friendship,  and 
betraying  private  Conversation  j  and  frank* 
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Fdfaw{  of  what  Nation  he  could  not  tell, 
who  took  upon  him  to  difpofe  of  Employ- 
ments :  That  this  Man  having  obtained  the 
Grant  of  a  Reverfioh,  which  he  defigned  for 
his  Son,  he  (Mr.  Wdlpole)  thought  it  too 
good  for  him*  and  therefore  kept  it  for  his 
own  Son :  That  thereupon  this  Foreigner 
was  fo  faucy,  as  to  demand  of  him  the^Sura 
of  2,500  /.  under  Pretence,  that  he  had  been 
ofler'd  fo  much  for  the  iaid  Reverfion ;  but 
that  he  was  wifer  than  to  comply  with  his 
Demand:  And  that  one  of  the  chief  Rfeafon* 
that  made  him  refign  his  Places,  was,  be* 
caufe  he  could  not  connive  at  fome  Things 
that  weee  carrying  on/' 

Whether  this  mean  Felbw>  of  what  Nation 
be  knew  not ,  was  meant  of  Mv*StanbcpehimCelf9 
yrho  had  lived  abroad  moll  of  his  Time  irr 
the  Service  of  the  Crowit,  and,  if  I  am 
not  miftaken,  was  born  out  of  this  King-' 
dom,  I  (hall  not  pretend  to  aver,  without  Come 
better  Authority  than  I  have  now  before  met 
But  by  the  Acrimony  that  followed  on  both 
Sides,  it  fhould  feem  that  nothing  lefs  was 
underftood.  We  have  not,  however,  any 
more  of  their  Speeches  preferved ;  and  are 
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only  told  in  general,  that  Mr.  Stanhope  an- 
fwered,  Mr.  IValpole  replied,  and  that  fome 
hard  Expreflions  eicaped  them  in  the  Heat 
of  the  Difpute.  But  a  Fragment  of  what 
was  (aid  by  Mr.  Hungerford,  who  took 
them  up  at  thefe  Indecencies,  may  inform  ui 
in  what  Light  both  thefe  Minifters  ftiew'd 
themfelves  to  the  Houfe,  and  fave  the 
Trouble  of  a  Comment  on  what  either  of 
them  happen'd  to  let  (lip. 

I  am  lorry,  laid  that  eminent  Lawyer, 
to  fee  thefe  two  great  Men  fall  foul  on 
u'  one  another :  However,  in  my  Opinion, 
M  we  muft  ftill  look  upon  them  as  Patriots, 
and  Fathers  of  their  Country ;  and  fince 
they  have,  by  Mifchance,  difcover'd  their 
Naiednejiy  we  ought,  according  to  the 
fC  Cuftom  of  the  Eajiy  as  the  Scripture  tells 
H  us,  to  cover  it,  by  turning  our  Backs 
**  upon  them."  He  added,  "  That  this  un- 
lucky Accident  had,  however,  produced 
ibme  Good,  in  that  it  had  revealed  a  Pieces 
of  Secret  Hiftory,  the  fcandalous  Practice  of 
felling  Places  and  Reverfions ;  and  therefore 
moved,  that  the  honourable  Perfon,  who» 
made  the  Difcovery,  might  be  caM'd  upon* 
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td  hamte  the  Perfon."  As  no  body  fe- 
cttnded  this  Motion,  and  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyl 
brought  back  the  Attention  of  the  Aflem- 
bly  to  the  Bufinefs  under  Consideration,  the 
Quarrel  drop'd  till  the  Committee  broke  up: 
And  theh,  Mr.  Speaker  having  refumed  the 
Chair,  Mr.  Bofcawen  a&ed  the  Part  of  a 
Mediator  between  his  two  Friends,  by 
ikying,  €t  That  'twas  melancholy  to  fee  any 
Difference  fhould  happen  between  thofe 
two  worthy  Members,  Unbecoming  their 
own  Characters,  and  the  Dignity  of  that 
Affembly  5  but  that  it  Would  be  ftill  a  great- 
er Misfortune  if  they  lhoiild  go  otit  with 
any  Refentment:  And  therefore  he  moved, 
that  the  Houfe  would  lay  their  Commands 
upon  them,  that-no farther  Notice  be  taken 
of  what  had  paffed.,,f  Mr.  Methien  fecond- 
ed  this  Motion,  which  being  unanimoufly 
applauded,  the  Speaker  immediately  put 
his  Office  in  Execution.— Mr,  Stanhope  was 
fbon  after  removed,  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 
with  the  Dignity  of  a  Vifcount,  to  which 
was  afterwards  added  that  of  EarL 

Among  the  moft  violent  Oppofers  of  Mir. 
Walpole  at  this  Time,  was  Mr*  (afterwards 

H  Lord) 
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Lord,  Lecbmere,  who  animadverted  fcvercly 
on  thofe  Gentlemen  that  had  refign'd  their 
Places,  as  if  they  intended  to  diftrefs  the 
King's  Affairs,  Mr.  Wialpole,  in  his  own 
Vindication,  laid*  "  That  he  never  before 
heard  a  Man  found  fault  with*  for  laying 
down  one  of  the  moil:  profitable  Employ- 
ments in  the  Kingdom :  That,  for  his  own 
Part,  if  he  would  have  comply  *d  with  foma 
Mcafures,  it  had  not  been  in  the  Power  of 
any  of  the  fttefent  Minifters  to  remove  him; 
but  that  he  had  Reafbns  for  resigning  his 
Employments*  with  which  he  had  acquaint-* 
ed  his  Majcfty,  and  inight,  perhaps,  in  a 
proper  Time,  declare  them  to  the  Hoiife* 
In  the  mean  Time  the  Tenor  of  his  Con- 
dud  fhould  fhew,  that  he  never  intended 
to  make  the  King  tineaiy,  or  embarrafs  his 
Affairs/'  He  was  indeed  at  prefent  as  good 
as  his  Word  in  this*  having  readily  coma 
into  the  Supplies  of  the  Year :  But  feem'd 
fo  much  gone  over  to  the  other  Party,  on 
many  Occaiions*  that  it  was  hard  to  under- 
ftand  his  Drift.  And  in  the  Trial  of  the 
Earl  of  Oxford \  which  came  on  the  fame 
Year,  he  behaved  as  if  he  thought  Impu- 
nity 
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hky  the  Prerogative  of  all  who  had  evet 
been  at  the  Head  of  a  Miniftry .  AMaxirti 
that  fhould  not  eafily  be  admitted  by  a 
Britijb  Reprefentatire,  wfaomfoever  the 
contrary  may  happen  to  affeft. 

The  End  of  the  Year  1717  produced  an 
Event,  which  could  not  but  give  Concern 
to  aU  who  were  firmly  attached  to  the  Pro- 
fceftant  Succeffiom  A  JBreaeh  between  the 
Sovereign  and  the  tfcir  appareht  to  the 
Crown)  can  hardly  be  attended  with  any 
better  ConfeqUences  than  the  keeping  alive 
of  Party  DiftmAiens  j  rior  ferVe  any  other 
iPubKc  Purpose  than  the  giving  Credit  to 
the  Difcontenied,  when  perhaps  the  Caufe 
of  their  Difcontent  is  far  frctn  being  a  na* 
tional  Cafe,  and  may  arife  only  from  Am- 
bition or  Revenge  •  unlefs  we  hold  it  neceA 
fery  that  Hope  alone  fhould  counterbalance 
fevery  prefent  Grievance,  and  that  we  fhould 
ftill  expedt  frotn  the  Son  what  we  humbly 
'pray  fof  under  the  Father:  It  could  not  be 
thought  however  but  that  Mr*  Pfalpole,  long 
Ufed  to  be  the  Head  of  a  Party,  fhould  join 
thofe  who  were  contrary  to  a  Miniftry  he 
had  abandoned.     A  Man  of  his  Sagacity 

H  a  may 
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may  always  avail  himfclf  of  Number ^  and, 
upon  a  Coalition,  get  himfclf  lifted  upon 
their  Shoulders,  above  the  whole  Body, 
while  he  takes  no  other"  Notice  of  thai* 
who  have  raifed  him,  than  juft  as  they 
may  afterwards  ferve  his  own  Purpofe. 

In  the  next  Seflion  of  Parliament,  upon 
every  Occafion,  Mr.  WafyoU  appeared  en- 
tirely a  Country  Gentleman,  and  a  Patriot,  if 
oppofing  whatever  comes  from  the  Miniftry 
gives  a  Right  to  thofe  Denominations. 
Upon  a  Motion  in  the  Houfe  for  continuing 
the  Army,  he  made  a  Speech  that  lafted 
above  an  Hour,  wherein,  befides  the  com- 
mon  Topic  of  the  Danger  of   a  Standing 
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dlqrs  that  were  kept  /landing;  infomuch 
that  of  about  i  1,000  jg.  which  the  Pay  of 
a  reduced  Regiment  of  Foot  amounts  to, 

near  7000  £  goes  towards  the  Pay  of  the 

1 

Officers,  and  4000  £.  only  to  the  private 
Soldiers,     III.  "  That  the  keeping  up  fo ; 
great  a  Number  of  Officers  was,  in  Effeft, 
die  maintaining  of  an  Army  almoft  double , 
of  what  was  intended,  fines  the  Soldiers 
that  were  wanting  to  compleat  the  Com- , 
panie6  and  Regiments  might  be  raifed  with 
a  Drum  in  twice  four  and  twenty  Hours. 
IV. "  That  the  Pay  of  tlie  General  Officers, 
which  amounted  to  above  20,000^,  was, 
an  Expence  altogether  needlefs,  and  unpre- , 
cedented  in  Time  of  Peace/9     It?  is  needlefi  • 
to  recite  what  was  faid  in  Anfwer  by  Mr. 
Craggs*  then  Secretary  of  War  \   becaufe, 
the  Arguments  on  both  Sides,  in  Debates, 
of  this  Nature,  have  been  worn  thread-bare 
almoft  every  Year.    But  fcarce  would  it. 
have  been  believed  that  Mr.  WalpoU^  who 
when  in  has  ever  been  fuch  an  Advocate  for 
Urge  Standing-Armies,  and  fuch  a  dexterous 
Multiplier  of  Places  Civil  ai>4  Military, 
0>uld,  when  outy  have  brought  all  the  Ar- 

H  3  guments 
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guments  of  a  Wyndbam  or  a  Shipper*  agalirffe 
both,  if  the  very  Heads  of  his  Speech  had 
not  been  quoted. 

Yet  it  (hould  feem,  at  the  feme  Time* 
that  he  was  for  maintaining  due  Refpeft  to 
the  Royal  Perfon:  For  when  -Mr.  Sbippm, 
in  this  Debate,  had  tb  far  overfhot  himfeif 
in  his  Expreflions,  as  to  lay,  "  '5W*  a 
great  Misfortune,  (bat  the  King  was  a  Stran- 
ger to  our  Language  and  Cmfiitutim ;  upon 
a  Motion  of  Mr.  Lefibmere,  4C  That  thefe 
Words  were  a  fcandalous  Jaw&ive  againft 
the  King's  Perfon  and  Government,  and  that 
the  Member  who  fpofce  them  fhould  be  lent 
to  the  iTowdr  $"  Mr,  Wtlpek  was  pleafed  ta 
fay,  w  That  if  the  Words  ill  Queftion  were 
fpoken  by  the  Member  on  whom  they  were 
charged,  the  Tower  was  toe  light  a  Punifh- 
mem  for  his  Raflmefs  *  but  added*  "  That 
#  what  he  faid  in  the  Heat  of  the  Debate 
ritight  be  mifunderftoodj  he  was  for  al- 
lowing him  the  Liberty  of  explaining  him* 
fitf."  Neither  Mr.  JTalpok,  however,  nor 
the  other  Gentlemen  who  fpoke  in  Mr. 
$bippe*%$  Favotir,  could  ward  off  the  Cen-  * 

(urei 
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fare  ;  the  Party  accufed  owning  the  Change, 
and  maintaining  what  he  had  advanced. 

The  Queftion  having  been  carry 'd  againft 
Mr.  Walfokfs  Party  for  1 6,000  Men  inftead 
ipf  12,000,  there  arofe  a  fepond  Debate 
upon  reading  the  ftefolution  of  die  Houfe 
concerning  die  Money  for  (heir  Support, 
which  the  Miniftry  fix'd  at  68  t,6  1 8^.  Mr, 
Wripok)  who  was  for  recommitting  this 
Resolution,  urged,  among  other  Things, 
f*  That  by  die  Method  that  h^d  been  fol- 
lowed in  the  Reduction  of  the  Army,  th$ 
Nation  wa$  put  to  an  extraordinary  and 
fieedlefs  Charge :"  Which  he  endcavopr'd 
to  prove,  by  engerpg  intp  the  particulars 
of  the  Regiments  that  were  kept  (landing; 
fhewingtas  before,  the  Di^roportjbn  between 
the  Foot,  and  the  Horfe  and  Dragoons,  which 
laft  werqmoft  grievous  and  oppreffive  to  die 
Country;  and  fbggefting,  that  by  reducing 
the  Army  in  another  Manner,  the  full 
Number  of  Land  Forces  already  voted 
plight  be  kept  up,  and  yet  near  wo,  ooo^£ 
be  laved  to  the  Nation,  befides  the  Pay  of  the 
General  Officers;  which,  he  doubled  not, 
*5  GeodepKA  would  readily  acknowledge, 

H4  W$h 
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with  him,  to  be  an  unncceflary  Expeoce* 
This  Overture  was  liften'd  to  with  much 
Attention  by  the  far  grcateft  Part  of  the 
Aflembly,  and  even  by  fome  of  the  ftaunchf 
eft  Friends  to  the  Roy4  Family.  Sir  Jofepb. 
Je&yl,  in  particular,  being  defirous  to  know 
what  Mr.  jfafpak  had  to  propofe,  to  lave  to, 
confiderahle  a  Sum  to  the  Nation,  declared 
his  Opinion  for  recommitting  die  laid  Re- 
folution, which  was  carry'd  without  dividing; 
as  was  alio  the  Refolution  concerning  the 
Money  for  Half-pay  of  reduced  Officer^, 
Upon  which  the.  Commons,  three  Days 
after,  being  refolved  again  into  a  Committee; 
of  the  whole.  Houft,  Mr.  Secretary  Craggs, 
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Country  would  be  eafed  o£  a  great  Burden 
*nd  Oppreffion;  and  that  by  this  and 
fome  other  Redu&ipijs  (of  which  he  madft 
mention)  a  confiderable  Sum  of  Money 
plight  be  faved  to  the  Nation,  as  well  as  by 
taking  off  the  Pay  of  General  Officers,  and 
Other  ufelefs  Contingencies^ 

Sir  Jofepb  Jefyl,  SirTbonm  Henmer,  Sir 
fPiiSam  Wyndfyam,  and  others,  having  back'd 
thefe  Arguments)  the  Courtiers  endeavour'd 
tp  fhew,  either  that  the  Reductions  propofed 
were  knpra&fcable,  or  would  not  anfwe? 
the  End  intended  thereby :  But  iqme  General 
Officers  having  gallantly  laid,  "  Tfcat  fo^ 
their  own  Parts,   if  their  having  no  Pay 
would  any  Way  contribute .  to  make  die 
Nation  eafy,  they  readily  acquiefe'd  $"  they 
were  taken  at  their  Words,  and  650,000^ 
only,  jnfteadof  681,618,  was,  granted  for 
defraying  tjie  Charge  pf  Guards  an4  Gar- 
rifons  for  the  Year  1718.    Tfeus  Mr.  Wal- 
poley  when  a  Country  Gentleman,  could  pre- 
vail againft  thcMiniftry  in  fo  tender  an  Ar- 
ticle as  that  of  the  Supplies;   what  119 
Country  Gentleman  could  do  againf^  him 
yrhft$  he  was  Muuffcr.  Tho'  the  £^me  Ar- 
guments 
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guments  have  been  turned  upon  him  over 
4nd  over  j  fome  pent  Magict,  of  which  he 
feems  to  have  been  a  perfect  Matter,  pre- 
sented their  having  the  fame  Effedh 

Some  Time  after,  3  Motion  was  made 
by  Mr.  AiJlMe%  for  lowering  the  Value  of 
the  Gold  Species,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
Exportation  of  Silver;  which  Motion  was 
back'd  by  Mr.  Cajwaff.  As  Mr.  Wdpok 
was  unapptiftd  of  die  Defign,  he  gave  his 
Opinion  at  firft,  *Thatthfcw*is  a  Matter  of 
fiich  Importance,  that  it  ought  to  be  well 
Weigh'd  and  confider'd,  before  die  Houfe 
came  to  any '  Refolution  thereupon'9,  But 
k  appearing,  that  the  monied  Men  came 
Into  it,  and  that  die  Bank  offered,  that  very 
J&ay,  to  lend  a  confiderable  Sum  of  Money 
to  the  Government,  upon  the  bontiwing 
Claufe  in  the  Land-Tax  Bill;  which  Loan, 
it  was  prefumed,  wou'd  be  made  in  Guineas 
at  the  current  Value;  Mr.  Watpok  and  his 
Friends  coftfented,  and  the  proper  ftefelu* 
lions  paffed  in  the  next  Committee  of  the 
Vhole  Houfe. 

On  the  22d  of  January,  1718,  in  a, 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  upon  die 

Supplies, 
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BhfpliM,  Mr.  tPajftie  objoOed  againft  <* 
lowing  Ifclf  Bay  &r*  to  the  Officers  of  13 
Regiments  lately  reduced  in  btkmd.  Mr, 
Ctaggtf,  from  the  Nbtttrc  of  his  Office,  too); 
upon  him  to  anlfoer;  and  Mr,  WaJpok, 
in  reply,  ftjggefted  that  Mr.  Oraggs  had  not 
been  long  in  Bufinefs,  The  Secretary  at 
W*ty*efenting  this,  owtfd,  <c  That  the* 
he  to&M  not  boaft  fo  much  Experience  as 

»  •      •  * 

a-oertaki  Gentleman  (meaning  Mr.  Waipok  |) 
yet  this  he  was  fure  of,  that  tho*  4  Notice, 
he  would  ten  Years  hence  be  of  die  fame 
Opinion  h*  ms  at  prefent,  apd  not  imitate 
tbm%  who  changed  theirs,  as  they  were  iq 
or  out  of  Place.1*  Tfak  ietereThmft  the 
Other  endeatourM  to  parry,  by  appealing  to 
(he  Aflfembly,  M  Whether,  whife  he  had 
the  Honour  to  be  in  Employment,  he  had 
Q(ft -declared  his  Opinion  as  freely  as  he  did 
at  prdent,  particularly  in  Relation  to  the 
Matter  now  before  them/'  Seyfrial  Gain 
tlemen  (peakipg  on  his  Side,  and  for  lefle* 
ongthe  Sum  of  130,361^,  which  the 
Comtiers  demanded  for  the  Pay  of  reduced 
Officers,  the  Country  Party  fcem'd  again  tq 

and  the  Committee  broke  up 

without 
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without  coming  to  any  Refolution,  tho'  the 
Miniftry  would  have  accepted  115,000^ 
only.  And  at  the  next  Sitting  Mr.  JValpok 
prevail'd  fo  far,  that-rfHtf  only  the  Officers 
of  the  13  Jrijh  Regiments,  but  the  Chap*, 
kins  unprovided  for,  feveral  Warrant  Of- 
ficers* and  ?11  Minors  under  1 6  Years  of 
Age,  were  ftruck  off  the  Lift  of  Half-pay 
Officers.  And  as  the  Miniftry,  for  the 
Refidue,  {till  demanded  1 1 5,000  ^g;  and 
the  Tories  were  for  allowing  only  80  ,ooo, 
upon  Mr.  Walpoles  Motion  a  Medium  was 
agreed  on,  and  94,000^  granted  without 

■ 

Diviiion.  -  This  Saving,  and  that  upon, tho 
Article  of  General  Officers,  amounted  to- 
gether to  67*970^?  for  the  Year  1718. 
And  as  this  was  all  procured  by  the  lame 
Gentleman,  no  wonder  it  ingratiated  him 
with  the  People.  The  lame  excellent 
OEconomy,  when  he  had  hirafelf  the 
Management  of  public  Money,  and  the  Di- 
re&ion  qfthe  EfHmates  to  be  laid  before 
the  Houfe,  would  in  a  few  Years  have  made 
him  the  Idol  of  his  Nation,  inftead  of  be- 
coming the  SubjeQ  of  their  Complaints,  and 

growing 
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^growing  annually  more  and  morethtQb* 
jc£t  of  their  Indignation. 

Mr.  WalpdU  was  not  fo  fuccefsful  on  the 

4th  of  February,  when  the  Houfe,    in  & 

grand  Committee,    fat  upon  the  Bill  for 

regulating  the  Forces  to  be  continued  in  bis 

Majejifs  Service^  and;  for  the  Payment  of 

.  the  faid  Forces,  and  their  Quarters,  and  for 

funifinng  Mutiny  and  Defertion.  He  then  fe* 

conded  Mr.  Hutcbinfon,  who  excepted  againft 

the   Claufe  impowering  Court-Martials  to 

pAnifh  Mutiny  and  Defertion  with  Death) 

urging,  "  That  a  Court-Martial  was  never 

allowed  in  England  in  Time  of  Peace,  as 

f>eing  incontinent  with  the  Rights  and  Li* 

berties  of  a  free  People/'     He  maintained 

his  Point  with  fuch  Energy  againft  Mr. 

Craggs,  that  the  Courtiers  look'd  upon  the 

Succefs  of    this  Affair  as  very   doubtful* 

But  Mr.  Lecbmere  observing,  after  feveral 

Hours  Debate,  "  That  a  Court-Martial  has 

the  lamp  Power  with  regard  to  Soldiers, 

as  the  Court  of  Admiralty  has   with  re* 

gird  to  Seamen;  and  that  the  latter,    in 

Time  of  Peace,  extends  to  Life  and  Death;'* 

thcBalanceturn'd,  upon  putting  theQueftion, 

Eighteen 
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Eighteen  m  favour  of  the  Claufc  whJioot 
Amendment  Mr.  Wdpole,  in  the  Heat  of 
Ids  Diiputc  with  the  Secretary  of  War*  1st 
fall  fome  fnarp  Refle£tkn& 

A  remarkable  Inflance  of  his  great  Sway 
in  the  Houfc  appfcar'd  this  Seffion,  in  the 
Cafe  of  Mn  Jackfen,  who  had  teen  Refi- 
dent  in  Sweden.  That  Gefttleman  attending 
the  Houfe,  to  give  in  feveral  Memorials  by 
him  preferred  to  the  Regency  of  Sweden^ 
in  anfwer  to  a  Queftion  aftked  him  by  Mr* 
Craggs,  let  fall  fome  Expreffions  on  a  &/ 
tf  Men%  that  were  dcem'd  a  Reflection  oil 
the  Tories*  Hereupon  fcveral  Members 
cried  out  Cuftody*  CuJiody\  and  Mr.  Jackfbtt> 
being  permitted  to  explain  himfelf >  and  de» 
daring  that  he  meant  the  Merchants,  who 
pcefented  unfeafonaMe  Petitions,  the  Cry 
Was  redoubled,  and  would  in  all  Probability 
hare  prevailedj  if  Mr,  Wdpok  had  not  fug* 
gefted,  "  That  that  Gentleman  had  liv*d  ft 
long  in  a  Dcfpotic  Government,  where 
Petitions  andRcprefcntatiotisof  that  Nature 
are  accounted  capital  Crimes*  that  he  had 
forgot  the  Rights  and  Privileges  *  of  his 
Countrymen;   and   therefore  he   moved) 

"  That 
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"That  his  Unguarded  Expreflions  might  b# 
excufed/'  Which  nobody  oppofing,  Mr* 
jfackfm  had  Liberty  to  withdraw* 

Sir  George  Byng's  attacking  the  Spanijh 
Fleets  on  the  Coaft  of  Sicily,  without  any 
previous  Declaration  of  War,  was  loudly 
complained  of  at  Madrid,  as  an  In* 
fiingement  of1  the  Law  of  Nations,  and 
even  Ibkmed  by  Numbers  at  home.  Mr. 
Wdpoki  in  the  enfuing  Seffion  of  Parlia- 
ment, was  one  of  thefe*  declaring  hxmfetf 
thus  early,  what  he  has  often  been  fincc  e£ 
teem'd,  an  Advocate  for  the  King  ofSpaid 
againft  his  Counfcy .  The  Minifters,  to  give 
fome  San&on  to  the  Step  that  had  been 
taken,  acquainted  the  Houfe,  In  his  Ma* 
jefty's  Name,  that  his  Majefty  having  found 
all  his  Endeavours,  to  procure  Rddrefi  from 
the  King  of  Spain,  ineflcdhial,  had  perceived 
it  neceflary  to  declare  War  againft  that 
Crown.  In  Anfwer  to  which  an  Addreft 
being  mov'd  for,  €(  to  return  his  Majefty 
Thanks  for  having  communicated  to  them 
his  Refolution,  and  to  declare  theif  Readi* 
nc&  to  fupport  him  in  the  War  with  Vi* 
gpur*"  a  warm  Debate  enfucd,  in  which 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Walpole  took  Part  againft  the  Coartidrs* 
and  declaim 'd  upon  the  InjufHce  of  Sit 
George  Byng's  Attack*  At  the  fame  Timi- 
his  Brother  ft/ratio >  fince  fo  famous  for 
Alliance-making,  made  a  long  Speech  a- 
gainft  the  Treaty  of  Quadruple  Alliance, 
between  their  Imperial,  Moft  Chriftian, 
and  Britannic  Majefties,  and  the  States-Ge- 
neral, particularly  as  to  the  Difpofition  of 
Sicily  in  Favour  of  the  Emperor,  which  he 
laid  was  a  Breach  in  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht. 
If  fo,  the  fuffering  it  to  revert,  fome  Years 
after,  to  the  Infant  Don  Carlos,  muft  be 
look'd  upon,  according  to  him,  as  an  Ad  of 
Juflice  5  unlefs  we  think  every  Thing  now 
laid,  either  by  his  Brother  or  him,  to  have 
been  in  the  Spirit  of  Oppofition. 

A  Propofal  from  the  South-Sea  Com- 
pany, for  advancing  700,000/.  having  been 
accepted  by  the  Houfe  on  the  1 2th  of  Fr- 
bruary,  171 9,  fome  of  the  Members  were 
for  applying  it  towards  the  prefcnt  and 
growing  Neceffitics  of  the  Government. 
But  in  a  grand  Committee  on  Ways  and 
Means  two  Days  after,  Mr.  Walpole,  in  Fa- 
vour of  his  darling  Sinking-Ftmd>  infilled, 

that 
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that  the  Public  Debts,  afready  incurred, 
ffioujd  in  the  firft  Place  be  taken  care  of*. 
Whereupon  a  Kefblution  was  taken,  and  a 
BflJ  afterwards  brought  ity  directing  the 
AppQatipn  of  tbi$  Money  agreeably  to  his 
Sentiments  ft  is  indeed  plain  from  alt 
Tranla&ions  of  M<mey-Affairsk  that  the 
Houfc  now  relied  more  upon  his  Judgment, 
than  that  of  any  other  Member  whatfb* 
ever. 
.  It  Was  in  this  Sefljion,  in  the  Month  of 
March  %  that  the  famous  Peerage-Bill  was 
brought  into  die  Houfe  of  Lords*  and  pttih'd 
on  wjth  great  Vehemence  by  fotne  Peer*  of 
both  Parties  \  among  whon>  Were  the  Earl 
of  Sunderland  and  Earl  Stanhope  qf  the  Cour- 
tiers, ft  Was  to  enadfc,  "  That  in  lieij  of  the 
fifteen  Ele&ive  Peers,  to  fit  in  that  Houfe 
on  the  Part  pf  ScofhmJ,  twpjnty-five  Pee*^ 
to  be  declared  by  his  Majefty,  (hoyld  have 
Hereditary  Seats  i©  Parliameotj"  with 
feveral  Reftri&ions  concerning  their  Ap- 
pointment and  Succeffion :  And  with  re- 
gard to  the  EngUJb  Peers,  "That  their  Num- 
ber (hould  not  be  enlarged,  without  Prece- 

I  dent 
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dent  Right,  beyond  fix  above  what  they 
were  at  prefent,  the  Princes  of  the  Blood 
always  excepted."  This  Bill  had  been 
twice  read,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrofs'd ; 
but  upon  the  Day  appointed  for  the  laft 
Reading,  a  noble  Lord  obfervcd,  "  That  as 
the  Defign  of  it  had  been  fo  mifreprefcnted. 
and  mhunderftood,  that  it  was  like  to  meet 
with  great  Oppofition  in  the  other  Houie, 
he  thought  it  advileable  to  let  the  Matter 
lie  ftill,  'till  a  more  proper  Opportunity." 
Which  being  attended  to,  the  third  Read- 
ing was  put  off  till  the  a  8th  of  that  Month, 
and  fo  it  was  fuffer'd  to  drop  entirely. 
This  did  not  hinder  the  Duke  of  Buck- 


fer'd  ih  Favour  of  the  Bill.     His  Argu- 
ments, there/of  e,   will  give  fome  Idea  of 
the  whole  Affair,  which  indeed  was  one  of 
the  moft  critical  that  could  come  before  a 
Britijh  Senate. 

Among  other  remarkable  Particulars,  he 
took  Notice,  f  That  among  the  Romans, 
the  wifeft  People  on  Earth*  the  Temple 
of  Fame  was  plac'd  behind  the  Temple 
of  Virtue,  to  denote  that  there  was  no 
coming  to  the  Former,  without  going 
thro9  the  Other:  But  that  if  this  Bill 
paffed  into  a  Law,  one  of  the  moft  pow- 
erful Incentives  to  Virtue  would  be  taken 
away,  fince  there  would  be  no  coming 
at  Honour  but  thro*  the  Winding-Sheet 
of  an  old  decrepid  Lord,  and  the  Grave 
of  an  extind  noble  Family*  That  'twas 
Matter  of  high  Surprife,  that  a  Bill  of 
this  Nature  fhould  ever  have  been  projec- 
ted, or  at  leaft,  promoted,  by  a  Gentle- 
man (Lord  Stsnhope)  who  not  long  ago 
*  fat  among  them  •,  and  who,  having  got 
into  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  would  now  (hut 
up  the  Door  after  him.  That  this  Bill 
'  would  not  only  be  a  Difcouragemenf jfoVir- 
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€  tee  and  Merit*  but  w<mld  aUb  endangpr 
our  excellent  Conftitution  i  For  as  thtc* 
was  a  due  Balance  between  the  this* 
Brandies  of  the  Legifldtitire,  if  any  mote 
Weight  were  thrown  intp  any  one  cf 
thofe  Brtmchc*,  k  would  deftroy  that 
Balance*  and  eonfeqtiently  fiibvert  the 
whole  Q?hftittKion.  That  the  Peer 8  were 
already  pOfi&Vd.  of  many  valuable  Privi- 
leges, and  t?  gp*  them  taore  Power  and 
Authority,   fey  limiting  their  Number; 

c  Would  in  Time  b&^g  baek  the  Commons 
into  the  State  tf  fervile  Dependency  they 
were  dm*  hv  when  they  wore  the  Badges 
of  the  Lords.  That  he  could  not  but 
wonder,  thtf  thfe  Lords  would  fend  ftwh 
a  Bfll  to  tfr?  Gknoiohs:  For  taw  ctibld 
they  expecftthat  the  Commons  wduld 
gfae  their  Goncultence  ttf  &  fejurioiA  a 
Law,  by  which  they  and:  their  Pofterfty 
are  to  be  fcxduded  from  [the  Peefage. 
And  how  would  the  Ldr  d&  rtcei  ve ,  a 
Bill,  by  whidh  it*houldt*;*na&ed*  That 
a  Baron  ihoukl  not  be  rq^de -a  Vkbouat, 
Dor  a  Vtfocwnt  an  Earl>  and  fotm?  That 
betides  aH  this,  ttat  Rt<t  of  the  Bill 

€  which 
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*frieh  related  (b  the  Peerage  of  Eeothndy 
would  be  ft  manifeft  Violation  of  the 
A3,  of  Union,  on  the  £art  of  England, 
and  a  difhonourable  Breach  of  Triift  in 
didfe  who-reprefertteil  the  &oft}&  Nobility. 
That  (Uch  an  Infringement  of  the  Union 
would  endanger  die  entire  Diflblution  of 
it,  by  difgufting  fo  gteat  a  Number  of 
die  Stotijb  Peers,  as  fhould  be  excluded 
from  fitting  in  the  Britijh  Parliament. 
For  as  'twas  well  known,  that  the  Re- 
solution Settlement  flood  upon  die  Prin- 
ciple of  a  mutual  Compaft,  if  we  fhould 
break  firft  the  Articles  of  Union,  it  would 
be  natural  for  the  Scots  to  think  themfetres 
thereby  freed  from  all  Allegiance.  And 
as  lor  what  had  been  fbggefted,  that  the 
Ete&ion  of  the  fixteen  Scotch  Peers  was 
no  lefs  cxpenflve  to  the  Crown,  than  in- 
jurious to  the  Peerage  of  Scotland;  it 
m^«feeanft^cred,thatthefflaking  twenty- 
five  Hereditary  fitting  Scotch  Peers  would 
ASH  tnereafe  the  DKeontent  of  the  electing 
Pjeen,  wfep  thereby  would  be  cut  off  from 
atalttafcle  Confideration  for  not  being  cho- 
fen/-^Thefe  Arguments  had  fo  much 
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Prevalence,  that,  notwithftanding  all  the 
Eloquence  difplay'd  on  the  other  Side,  the 
Bill  was  rejected  by  aMajority  of  102,  or  269 
againft  167. 

On  the  firft  of  February  ^  1720,  when 
the  two  amended  Propofals,  from  the  South- 
Sea-Company  and  the  Bank,  for  paying  off 
the  redeemable  national  Debts,  amounting 
to  151900,000^,  were  taken  into  Con- 
fideration  of  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  Mr.  Walpole  was  the  chief  Perfon 
who  flood  up  for  the  Bank:  But  Mr. 
AiJIabie,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
made  it  appear,  that  the  Propofals  of  the 
Soutb-Sea-Company  were  more  advantageous 
to  the  Public.  It  wa$  refolv'd  therefore, 
that  the  Propofals  of  the  Soytb-SeaXompany 
be  accepted:  And  this  Refolution  being 
reported  to  the  Houfe,  a  Bill  was  ordered 
and  brought  in  accordingly,  entitled,  An 
AS  for  enabling  the  South-Sea-Company  to 
increafe  their  prefent  Capital  Stock  and  Fund> 
by  redeeming  fucb  public  Debts  and  Incum- 
brances as  are  therein  mentioned \  and  for 
raifmg  Money  to  be  applied  for  lejfemng  Jeve- 
ralof  the  public' Debts  mid  Incumbrances,  and 

for 
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for  calling  in  the  prefent  Exchequer  Bills  re- 
maining uncancel d,  and  for  making  forth 
new  Bills  in  lieu  thereof  to  be  circulated  and 
exchanged  upon  Demand y  at  or  near  the  Ex- 
chequer. This  Contradt,  between  the  South- 
Sea-Company  and  the  Parliament,  was  the 
Foundation  of  that  iniquitous  Scheme 
which  took  Place  the  next  Summer,  and 
which  had  well  nigh  ruin'd  the  Nation. 

* 

It  was  perceived  early  this  Summer,  that 
Mr.  Walpole  was  coming  over  again  to  the 
Meafures  of  the  Court:  For  on  the  6th  of 
May  he  feconded  a  Motion  of  Mr.  Pelhamy 
for  an  Addrefs  of  Thanks  to  his  Majefty, 
c  for  that  his  Majefty  had  condefcended  to 
defire  the  Advice  of  the  Houfe,  upon  a 
Matter  of  fuch  Importance  as  the  Aflurance 
of  Ships  and  Merchandize;  and  to  acknow- 
ledge his  Majefty's  Goodnefs,  m  applying 
the  Advantage  arifing  from  fuch  Propofils, 
totheUfe  of  his  civil  Government;'  with 
other  complaifant  Particulars :  And  on  the 
4th  of  June  following,  he  was  again  ap- 
pointed Pay-Mafter  General  of  the  Forces, 
in  the  room  of  Henry  Earl  of  Lincoln. 
Soon  after  fevcral  of  his  Friends  appeared 
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in  the  Liib  of  Promotions,  and  it  appeared 
that  he  was  coming  into  as  high  Credit  as 
ever.  TUs  was  as  it  were  the  Prelude  to  that 
vaft  Acquifition,  and  long  Exsercife  of 
Power,  which  hath  fo  diftingpifli'd  him 
from  other  Britijb  Minifters  of  modern 
Times,  But  as  I  fix'd  the  Date  of  that  to 
the  Day  of  his  Reparation  to  the  Head  of 
the  Trea&ry,  I  muft  take  Notioe  of  &me 
intervening  Particulars  before  I  conclude 
the  Seftion;  leaving  however,  the  Hiftory 
of  the  Bank-Contra^  which  was  the  Scheme 
whereon  he  cofe ,  to  be  treated  of  in  the  next* 
where  all  the  Particulars  of  it  wjU  be  feea 
together. 

At  the  Opeakig  of  the  next  Seflion,  the 
Beginning  of  December %  the  Houfe  of  Com* 
mons,  before  they  pre&nted  their  Add*efi 
of  Thanks,  from  a  Hint  in  his  M^jcfty's 
Speech,  went  upon  the  Af&ir  of  the  nati* 
onal  Credit,  the  Decay  of  which  was  jurfUy 
afcribed  to  the  SwtlhSea  P*oje£t  Mr. 
£%*»,  Six  William  JVyndh*m%  Lord  MoUfi 
*mrtb%  and  others  were  for  immediately 
probing  this  Affair,  and  carrying  their  Ear 
qwries  farther  than  the  Makers,  to  thofe 

who 
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who  were  above,  and  Aoqld  hpie  over- 
look'd  them.  They  were  for  adding  t* 
thefe  Words  m  dick  Addrefe  fir  rtftoring 
find \fodng  public  Credit,  the  following,  at 
far  as  i$ cm$Unt  with  the  Honour  of  Par- 
liament, the  bttertf  tf  the  AM*,  and  the 
frmapk s  cf  Juftk<  i  But  Mr .  Walfx*.  Mr. 
Secretary  Craggy  and  Mr.  Sollidtar43cneral 
tbompfin  reprcfentod,  "  That  fach  a  Re* 
ftofUondid  but  ill  fuk  with  an  Addnefi  of 
Thank*,  which,  in  their  Opinion,  ought 
to  run  in  the  ufual  Form,  and  anfwer  in 
general  Tenos  the  federal  Heads  of  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne :  That  aa  to  the 
main  Drift  of  that  Qaufe,  they  thought  it  uh 
confident  with  the  Rules  of  Prudence,  on 
begin  the  Scffion  with  irritating  Enpdrmz 
That  if  the  City  of  Lmdon  were  on  fire; 
they  did  not  doubt  but  ail  wife  Men  would 
be  for  extinguifhing  the  Flames  and  pee- 
venting  the  Spreading  of  the  Conflagration, 
before  they  enquired  into  the  Incendiaries* 
That  in  like  Manner,  public  Credit  baring 
received  a  moft  dangerous  Wound,  and 
being  ftill  in  a  bleeding  Conditio*,  they 
OHght  to  apply  ?  Jpeedy  Remedy  tok;  and 
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that  afterwards  they  might  enquire  into  the 
Caufe  of  the  prefent  Calamity.  Mr.  Wd- 
pok,  in  particular,  declared,  f  That  for  his 
c.own  Part,  he  had  never  approved  the 
c  South-Sea  Scheme,  and  was  fenfible  it  had 
'  done  a  great  deal  of  Mifchief :  But  fince 
s  it  could  not  he  undone,  he  thought  it 
c  the  Duty  of  all  good  Men  to  give  their 
c  helping  Hand  towards  retrieving  it :  And 
€  that  with'  this  View  he  had  already  be- 
c  ftow'd  fome  Thoughts1  on  a  Proposal  to 
*  reftore  public  Credit;  which,  at  the 
€  proper  Time,  he  would  fubmit  to  the 
€  Wifdom  of  that  Houfe/  The  Majority 
of  the  Aflembly  acquiefe'd  in  thefe  laft 
Reafons;  fo  that  the  Queftion  being  put 
for  inferring  Mr.  Shipper^  Claufe;  it  pafled 
in  the  Negative.  The  Propofel  here  meant 
was  the  Engrafting  Sheme,  which  foon  after 
came  to  light. 

That  there  might  be  no  Doubt  of  Mr. 
Walpole's  entire  Converfion  to  the  Court, 
we  find  him,  before  the  End  of  the  Year, 
pleading  as  ftrongly  for  the  Number  of 
Forces  demanded  by  the  War  Office,  as  he 
had  declaimed  pathetically  againft    them 

three 
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three  Years  before.  This  Number,  indeed, 
was  not  fo  great  now  as  in  1718  :  But  then 
neither  were  the  lame  Pretences  '  exifting 
for  keeping  them  on  foot}  his  .Majcfty 
having  informed  the  Parliament  in  his 
Speech,  that  the  P$ace  in  the  South  wanted 
only  the  Form  of  a  Congrefe,  and  that 
of  the  North  was  brought  much  nearer  to  a 
Concluiion.  .Mr.  Sbippen,  taking  Advan- 
tage of  thefe  Words  in  the  Speech,  upon 
the  fecond  Reading  of  the  Refolutions  of 
the  Houfe,  reprefented,  "  That  a  general 
Peace  being  fo  near  a  Conclufion,  Part  of 
the  Land  Forces  then  on  Foot  might  well 
be  fpared,  and  the  faving  Sum  applied  to- 
wards repairing  the  public  Calamity  (mean- 
ing the  Soutb-Sea  Affair) ;  and  therefore  he 
moved,  that  the  Refolution  which  fixed 
the  Number  of  Guards  and  Garrifons  at 
14,294  Men,  might  be  reconvniitted,9'  .  He 
was  back'd  by  feveral  Member?  j,  and  Mr, 
JVaJpolev?2&  one  of  thofe,  who,  in  anfwer, 
endeavour'd  to  (hew,  <c  That  the  Number 
of  our  Forces  was  fo  moderate,  that  it 
could  hardly  be  lefien'd,  even  tho'  a  gene- 
ral Peace  were  concluded,  without  expofing 

the 


the  Nation  either  to  foreign  Inftiks  or  rfo- 
meftic  Ftcbooi;  and  therefore  k  were 
highly  impendent  to  auks  any  Reducooa 
in  the  Army,  before  tbcCmcla£oD  of  the 
Peace:  That  on  the  ether  band,  the 
Sum  that  might  be  fitted  by  dUbaad- 
ing  3  or  +000  Men,  ™  very  Ineon- 
fiderable,  and  ought  not  to  come  in  Compe- 
tition with  the  Advantage  of  being  in  * 
Pofhtre  of  Defence  1  fines  nothing  contri- 
bute* more  to  die  pablic  Credit  of  «  nee 
Nation,  than  the  being  in  a  Condmon  not 
to  fear  aayThing,  either  at  home  or  abroad.*' 
Thefe  Arguments  prevajl'd,   end  Bat  nVd 
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Intereft,  to  which  they  make  their  deareft 
Fi  iends  fubfci  vicnt.  ~  I  begP&rdon  fomfing 
this  Exprefiion,  bec^uife,  in  Reality,  there 
can  be  no  Friendjbipm  a  Man  of  this  Turn 
of  Tamper,  unlpii  it  be  cemeojt^i  by  mu- 
tual Advantage.  Who  can  doubt  but  Mr. 
WtfyoU  rcfign'd  411717,  and  induced  U$ 
Adherents  to  reign,  at  a  Time  when  jfc 
<?)^notprefidftmallpabUc  Afiurs,  pare* 
ly  tfad  he  aiight  be  cwtt'd  in  again  at  the 
Htfcd:  tf  then*,  to  more  ample  Fower* 
wfcenthe  OMbdes  that  then  fubfiftedwere 
removed?  Who taa doubt  th^  Iug  C^>po- 
iatioti  in  the  Haute};  to  Mcafuret  that  he 
approved  both  tefora  and  after,  was  with 
noxfther  Ykw*  <thanto  make  himfetf  ne* 
ccfbrybo  the  Court,  wihidi  he^J^  Interdl 
enough  to  tmb«^^^tedotbefe  Pro- 
ceding^  appear  fagotti  in  him,  if  wt,tnm 
one  fijw  %  Ittfe  on  what  ha*  happened 
fiooeiukft  JUfignation,  and  compare  the 
Patriots  of  this  Time  Twelve-Month  with 
the  Ct)Urtic»  amd.flaeenwi  of  TcMhy. 
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1h '  tSftory  of  ibe  Bank-ContracV 

IT  was  my  firft Defign,  to  have  gone 
on  regularly  from  Year  to  Year,  .with 
all  the  Tranftdtions,  foreign  ordomeftic,- 
political  or  pecuniary/  that,  come  "properly. 
within,  the  CompanV  of:  this  Work :  Bat 
finding  by  what  is  already  done  (which,  tho* 
but  a  Sort  of  Introduction,  k  run  out  to  a; 
considerable  Length)  that  it  will  much-bet- 
ter  anfwer  my  Purpofe  to  bring  together 
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The  Excife  and  other  Schemes,,  reputed 

deftru&ive  of   the  People's  Liberty, 

and  fubverfiye  of  the  Constitution. 
Undue  Influence  in    Ele&ions  and  on 

the  Eledted,.    with    other    fufpedted 

Branches  of  Corruption.  . 
Difcouragement  of  Commerce,  Induftry, 

Art,  Capacity,  and  Literature, 
Vaft  Expences  incur'd,  without  any  vifiblc 

Advantage  to  Great-Britain. 
Secondly,  with  regard  to  Foreign  Aifeirs :      , 
Negotiations  ^nd  Treaties  p*eviousrto  the, 

firft  Rupture  with  Spain. 
Transitions  between  SpainzxA  us,  from 

the  Siege  of  Gibraltar   to  the  laffc 

Convention.  . 

» 

Conduft  of  the  War. 
And  Thirdly \  as  confequential  of  both  thefe, 
The  Hiilory  of  the  Oppofition  within 

Doors  and  without;  The  Seceflion;  The . 

Motion  3  The  Defeat,  and  Resignation. 

The  Contrad  with  the  South-Sea  Com- 
pany, according  to  the  original  Defign  of 
Parliament,  might  doubtlefs  have  been  of, 
great  Publick  Benefit,  if  the  Managers  ot 
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fe»  who  Were  appointed  by  the  Lords  of  the 
Treafary,  had  been  faithful  to  their  T*ruft. 
But  the  Power  they  poflefs'd  was  too  great 
and  die  ProfpeA  of  a  golden  Rtarveft  too 
open,  for  Men  of  a  certain  Character  to 
preferve  their  Integrity,  and  forego  their 
Intercft  in  mere  Teridemels  to  their  Repu- 
tation. Sk  John  Stunt,  a  well  knoWrt  Pro- 
jeflbr,  who  under  the  Maflc  of  rigid  Sanc- 
tity had  a  moft  capacious  GtOifdeptct,  is  did  to 
have  teen  the  firft  Inventor  of  that  ingeni- 
ous Scheme  for  picking  tU  PocMs  of  all 
the  Nation.  It  is  foreign  to  my  Purpofe 
to  felate  the  Progrefs  off  this  Iniquity,  the 
Arts  that  were  ufed  to  Keep  up  the  fictitious 
Value  of  Stock,  and  the  Appreheiifions  that 
at  laft  prevailed  of  the  whole  Commumty's 
becoming  Bankrupt:  Becaufe  it  was  not  till 
the  utmoft  Extremity  that  Mr*  Watpole 
came  into  Play,  and  fbrm'd  that  After- 
Scheme  to  revive  the  Spirits  of  die  People, 
which  is  well  known  by  the  Name  of  the 
Bank-Contract.  This  Tranfeftion,  by  the 
Enemies  of  the  late  Minifter,  has  been 
charged  among  the  greateft  of  his  Minifte- 
rial  Sins,  and  therefore  fhduld  be  related 

with 
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•with  fome  Accuracy:  Which  can  be  no 
otherwife  ib  Well  done,  as  by  giving  the 
Subftance  of  what  was  faid  in  the  Court 
and  Country  Papers  upon  this  Subject,  when 
it  was  fully  debated  in  the  Year  1735:  And 
in  order  hereto,  I  muft  again  turn  back  a 
few  Months. 

This  Debate  took  its  Rife  from  a  Pam- 
phlet then  publifhed,  entitled,  Confederations 
on  the  public  Funds;  the  Author  of  which 
(fuppofed  to  be  the  great  Man  himfelf) 
undertook  to  give  a  Hiftory  of  the  whole 
Affair.    €  This  Event,   fays  he,  happen  'd 
in  September,  1720.    Sir  U—  W         was 
then  no  Minifter,  was  in  no  Confidence 
with  the  Miniftry,  but  was  look'd  on  by 
them  as  no  Promoter  of  their  Scheme, 
and  indeed  had  no  Credit  or  Power  at 
Court*     He  was  Pay-mafter  of  the  Army; 
and  lived  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Summer 
in  the  Country,  to  avoid  giving  any  Offence 
or  Umbrage  to  thofc  who  had,  with  the 
South-Sea  Dire&ors,    the  Direction  and 
Management  of  this  great  Engine  qf  ima- 
ginary Credit  and  Riches. 

K  «  When 
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'  When  the  firft  Appearance  of  the  ge^ 
ncral  Diftrefs  was  feen,  he  was  fent  for, 
and  his  Advice  was  demanded  to  affift  in 
faving  a  (inking  Nation $  and  as  he  was 
then  thought  to  have  fotne  Credit  and 
Influence  with  the  Bank,  whofe  Afliftance 
the  Soutb-Sea  Projedtors  flatter'd  them- 
felves  might  five  their  defperate  Game, 
Sir  !?—#*—  was  importuned  to  ufe  his 
Credit  with  the  Bank*  to  induce  them  to 
agree  to  a  Propofai  made  by  the  South-Sea- 
Company^  for  circulating  a  Number  of 
their  Bonds. 

*  It  muft  here  be  remembered,  that  no- 
thing of  this  Kind  arofe  from  the  Bank, 
or  was  at  their  Motion ;  and  I  have  been 
told,  that  nothing  but  an  Apprehension 
of  the  Refentment  of  the  People,  which 
they  were  loudly  threaten'd  with,  could 
have  prevailed  upon  the  Bank  to  have 
treated  at  all  with  the  Soutb-Sea-Compa*yy 
and  to  involve  themfelves  in  their  Cala- 
mities. 

€  The  firft  Expedient  was,  for  the 
Bank  to  circulate  Bonds  of  the  Soutb-Sea- 
Company  to  a  certain  Value,  for  a  Time 
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*  to  be  agreed  upon  %  and  a  Propofal  to  this 
EfFed  was,  on  the  1 6th  of  September \ 
1720,  fent  to  the  Bank  by  the  Sub  and 
Deputy  Governors  of  the  South -Sea- 
Company* 

*  This  not  being  reliih'd  imlnediately*  it 
was  propofed  that  there  fhould  be  a  Meet- 
ing of  a  Committee*  confifting  of  five  of 
each  Company,  at  the  Poft-Mafter-Gcne- 
raPs  ttoufe;    where  were  prefent  Lord 
Pftfidentj    Mr*    Secretary  Craggs$  'Mn 
Chancellor  of    the    Exchequer,    Robert 
Wa1pole%  fifqj   Mr.  Craggs  Poft-Mafter^ 
General,  (on  the  Part  of  the  Court) ;  Sir 
John  FelkrwSy  Sub-governor*    Charles  joy± 
Efq;     Deputy- Governor  j     Sir    ^Theodore 
Janjfen%  Mr.  Gore,  and  Mr.  Cbejler,   of 
the  South-Sea-Company  •  Mn  lianger,  Go* 
vernor,  Sir  JobH  Ward,  Sir  Gilbert  Heath- 
cote>  Sir  Peter  Delme,  and  Sir  Nathaniel 
Gould,  of  the  Bank.     This  Meeting  was 
on  the  19th  of  September \  1720. 
*  I  have  been  told,  that  the  Conference 
hfted  for  many  Hours*  with  great  Reluc- 
tance on  the  Part  of  the  Bank ;  but  prefled 
with  fo  much  Eagernefs  and  Authority  on 
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the  other  Side,  that  the  Bank  was  pre* 
vail'd  upon  to  yield. 

'  It  was  then  thought  proper  to  reduce 
into  Writing  the  Subftance  of  what  had 
been  under  Confideration,  to  ferve  as  a 
Foundation  of  a  future  Agreement,  to  be 
made  between  the  two  Companies. 
*  I  have  been  told  there  was  fome  little 
Difpute  who  fhou'd  write  down  or  draw 
the  Minute;  but  it  being  the  general 
Defire  of  the  Company  that  Mr.  W 
fhould  do  it,  in  the  Prefence  of  the  whole 
Meeting,  he  put  down  in'  Writing  what 
has  ever  fince  been  called  the  Bank  Con- 
trast,  little  dreaming  that  he  was  then 
drawing  an  Article  of  Impeachment 
againft  himfelf,  or  that  he  was  to  be  made 
refponfible  for  any  South-Sea  Tranfadion 
of  the  Year  1720. 

c  The  Minute,  commonly  called  the 
Bank  Gmtratf,  which  was  in  Mr.  W  ■  '* 
Hand-writing,  was  in  theWords  following: 
'  That  the  Bank  of  England  (hall  under- 
'  take  to  circulate  three  Millions  of  South* 
c  Sea  Bonds  for  one  Year,  at  a  Premium 
'  to  be  agreed  upon  by  the  two  Companies  j 

"  a  Sub- 


u 
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a  Subfcription  to  be  taken  for  enabling 

the  Bank  to  cany  on  the  Circulation; 
•per  Cent,  to  be  paid  down  by  every 
f  c  Subfcriber,  and  per  Cent,  upon  every 

u  Call  at  a  Fortnight's  Notice :  The  Con- 
cc  trail  with  the  Subfcribers  to  be  made  in 
"  the  Nature  and  Form  with  former  Con- 
€f  trads  for  circulating  Exchequer-Bills,  and 
"  the  Charges  of  Circulation  to  be  borne  by 
"  the  South-Sea  Company.  That  in  Confi- 

deration  of  this  Undertaking,  the  Soutb- 

Sea  Company  (hall  pay  the  3,700,000  /. 
u  to  be  paid  to  the  Bank  by  Notice  of 
u  Parliament,  in  the  South-Sea  Stock,  at 

a  Price    to  be  agreed  on  betwixt  the 

two  Companies." 

€  There    were   two    other   Paragraphs 

•  wrote  down  at  the  fame  Time ;  and 
4  both  crofs'd  out  and  erafed  before  the 
€  Meeting  broke  up,  and  not  at  all  re- 
f  lating  to  this  Queftion. 

€  This  is  all  that  was  wrote  by  Sir  J?~ 
«  W  9  at  this  or  any  other  Time,  re- 

€  lating  to  this  Aflair ;  and  I  have  been  af- 

*  fared,  in  the  future  Meetings  upon  this 
'  Bufinefs,  he  was  never  once  prefent. 

K  3  «  This 


c* 

cc 


N 


(134) 

c  This  Paper,  which  was  called  the  Bank* 
Control  1  has  no  Stile,  Title,  or  Preamble 
to  it,  figaifying  what  it  imports;  It  k 
neither  an  Agreement  or  Contract,  or  Ar* 
ticks  of  Agreement :  The  cffential  Part, 
the  Premium  for  circulating,  and  what 
was  to  be  paid  down  for  the  Circulation, 
is  left  blank  $  and  the  moil  material  Part 
of  the  Whole,  which  is  at  what  Prico 
the  Bank  was  to  take  the  South-Sea  Stock 
for  3*700,000^  was  refer 'd  to  a*  fubJe* 
quent  Agreement,  to  be  made  between  the 
two  Companies.  I  beg  then,  that  any 
Man  would  tell  me,  in  what  Senfe  this 
is  to  be  called  a  Contract,  or  any  Thing 
more  than  the  firft  Rwgh-Dreugbt  or 
Sketch  of  a  future  Agreement,  that  was  to 
be  made,  void  of  all  Form,  or  any  Man-* 
ner  of  Obligation,  It  was  only  thus.  > 
c  On  the  23  d  of  September,  1720,  at 
a  Meeting  of  a  Committee  of  the  Di- 

.re&ors  of  die  two  Companies  a  Propo- 
fal  was  made,  by  one  of  the  Dire&ore  *>£ 

L  the^o^^^Qompanyitfaattb^s^oopOoo/^ 
fhould  be  iubfaibed  by  the  Bank  into  tie 
Stock   of  the.  South-Sea  Company  $   £>r 

c  which 
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%  which  the  Bank  was  to  have  fooh  Shares 

*  as  the  Funds  would  produce,  the  Stock 

*  being  valued  at  400A  per  Cent. 

.  *  0n  the  24th  of  September,  at  a  Court 

*  of  Directors  of  the  Bank,  upon  a  Report 
4  made  of  the  taft  Propo&l  made  by  the 
f  South-Sea  Company,  it  was*  agreed  to  by 

*  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  Bank.  This 
'  Agreement  was  the  fame  Day  communi- 

*  cated,  by  a  Pire&or  of  the  Bank,  to  the 
1 ;  Court  of  Dkedtors  of  die  South-Sea  Com- 
?pany. 

*  But  on  the  loth  of  November  following, 

*  the  Govjprnor  of  the  Bank  reported  from 
? -the  Committee  appointed  to  treat  with 
f  the  &outb-Sea  Company,  that  the  Tranf- 

*  a&kxis  between  the  Bank  and  the  laid 
4  Qompany  had  been  kid  before  Council, 
1  on  Behalf  of  die  Bank ;  and  that  the 
'  £dd  Company  preffing  for  an  Arifwer  of 
€  what  had  been  done  therein,  the  Gover- 

*  nor  of  the  Bank  had  acquainted  the  De- 
'  puty-Governor  of  the  South-Sea  Company, 
'that  the  faid  Company  did  not  think  fit, 
I  for  the  prefent,  to  proceed  farther  in  that 

K  4  «  Affair, 
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ftiles  it  A  Defence  of  two  Kings  and  two 
Parliaments.  This  Challenge  drew  an  im- 
mediate Declaration  from  the  Author  of 
the  Crafifman,  that  an  Anfwer  was  pre- 
paring ;  which  Anfwer  -  was  accordingly 
publkheii  under  the  Title  of,  The  Cafe  of 
the  Sinking-Ptmd  $  and  furnamed,  A  De- 
fence  of  tie  Liberties  and  Properties  of  Great- 
Britain.  In  this  Pamphlet  was  inferted  a 
Copy  of  the  Contraft  kfelf,  as  drawn  out  at 
large  Oh  the  23d  of  September ;  after  which 
the  following  -  Queries  appeared  in  the 
&aftfinan. 

m  f  > 

• '  *  I.  Whether  the  honourable  Gentle- 

*  man  ijonccrned  in*  "this  'Diftrote,  was 
•"  not  at  a  Meeting  of  a   Committee  of 

•  the  Diredfeofs  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
'  and  a  Committee  of  the  IMre&ors  of  the 
€  South-Sea  Company,  oh Friday,  September 
f  the  23d,  f7«o? 

•'  €  II.  Whether  he  did  not  then  draw'  up 
c  theContraft,  puWifhed  in  the  Cafe  of  the 
c  Stn&ngffitrid,  between  the  two  Com- 
t<-pames?v 

|-It:  was   immediately   conjedtured,    that 
other  Hand  than  Mr.  -<*— ■ jff,  the 

reputed 


Vme 
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reputed  Author  of  the  Craft/man,  waf 
going  to  take  up  the  Cudgels,  and  to  prove 
the  real  Draught  and  Execution,  of  the 
Oontrad:  upon  Sir  HLr~W-.  Nor  was  it  long 
before  the  Public  were  confirmed  in  this 
(pinion  j  and  many  believed,  (tho  this 
was  afterwards  denied)  that  the  Qucrift 
was  no  lefs  a  MajMhan  Mr.  Afl*  ■  hie 
himfelf,  Chancellor  o£  the  Exchequer  fa 
1720,  when*  upon  the  Publication  of  a 
£huffling  evafive  Anfwer  in  the  Daily  G#~ 
%etteer0  this  Paragraph,  ^mong  others,  made 
ksWay  thro'  the  fiune  Vehicle  as  the  Queries. 
*  J  am  well  aflured  there  is  not  only  fucb 
f  a  genuine  Paper  {as  the  original  Bank 
4  Contraft)  now  in  being;  which;  fcveral 
c  Gentlemen,    well  acquainted  with    the 

*  Hand,  have  already  ieen ;  but  that,  ot 
€  Enquiry  of  the  Parties  pre&nt  at  theft 

*  Proceedings,  it  will  be  found  that  tbft 
€  Honourable  Gentleman  alio  was  at  the 
€  Meeting  of  the  23d:  And  that  he  aot 
1  oijly  drew  the  Paper  imputed  to  hin\ 

*  but  that  he  made  two  Copies  from  it  in 
'  his  own  Hand- writing,  one  for  each 
'  Company.  And  I  have  heard  it  whifper'd, 

'  that 
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*  that  k  coft  him  fome  Trouble  to  get  up 
'  thefe.  But,  it  fecms,  he  forgot  the  Ori- 
c  ginal,  or  might  poffibly  think  it  was  loft 
c  after  fuch  a  Diftance  of  Time,  and  a  Mul- 

*  titude  of  other  Aflairs.     This  feems  to 

*  have  been  the  fatal  Miftake,  and  what 
4  drew  him  into  ftich  an  aukward  Dilemma/ 

Every  one  muft  fdmember,  how  the 
Attention  of  the  Town  was  fix'd  on  this 
Occafion,  and  how  much  the  Gazetteer 
increafed  in  Vogue  during  this  Difpute: 
For  fince  the  Hand  of  a  former  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  was  thought  vi- 
fible  in  the  Country  Journal,  it  was  not 
doubted  but  that  of  a  prefent  wou'd  appear 
in  the  Court  Advocate.  Whether  it  did  fo 
or  not,  or  whether  the  Right  Honourable 
Peribn  trufted,  on  this  Occafion,  to  his 
Friend  Ar  09  I  fhall  not  pretend    to 

determine :  But  three  Letters  in  Defence  of 
Sir  2?—  /iPi*—  were  actually  printed  in  the 
Gazetteer ;  in  anfwer  to  which,  after  waiting 
a  convienient  Time  to  fee  whether  the  great 
Man  wou'd  avow  them  himfelf,  or  produce 
better,  we  had  four  fucceffive  ones  in  the 

Crqftfman, 
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Crqftjman,   addrefsd  to  a   certain  Right 
Honourable  Gentleman. 

I  fball  be  excufed  for  thus   anticipating 
my  Subjed,  and  intermixing  the  Hiftory  of 
a  Controverfy  1 5  Years  after,  with  that  of 
the  Bank  Contrad  in   1720,    when  the 
Reader  refleds,  that  upon  this .  Controverfy 
depends  all  that  we  know  certainly  of  the 
other  Affair,  and  that  without  it  we  muft 
have  been  content  with  the  common  Ru- 
mour, which  imputed  indeed  this  Contrad 
to  Mr.  W        ,  but  of  which  Imputation 
he  was  already  endeavouring  to  clear  him- 
felf,  not  fufpeding  the  Existence  of  fuch 
an  Evidence  as  the  original  Paper.     If  we 
cannot  always  have  the  fame  Evidence,  to 
fix  other  Things  where  common  Fame  has 
ever  placed  them,  have  we  more  Reafon 
to  doubt  of  tbem,  than  we  fliould  have  had 
to  doubt  of  this  Fad:  upon  bare  Denial  of 
the  Party,    if  fubfequent  Proof  of  it  had 
never  been  made?  Whether  fuch  Proof 
was  fully  made,  and  the  Iniquity   of  this 
Contrad  fairly  fet  home  on  the  true  Author 
of  it,  every  Perfon  muft  judge  for  himfel£ 

The 
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The  firft  of  thcfe  Craftfme*  contain* 
lome  general  Remarks  on  the  foregoing 
Hiftory,  and  the  other  three  are  in  Anfwef 
to  the  Gazetteer's  Defence  of  it  I  fhall 
extraft  the  chief  Articles  of  the  one,  and 
then  infert  fbme  Paragraphs  of  the  reft 
Immediately  after  thole  of  the  Gazetteer* 
which  they  are  defigned  to  refiite. 

After  giving  a  Narrative  of  the  Progrefs 
tof  this  Difpute*  the  Author  remarks  (in 
Anfwer  to  what  was  affirmed,  that  Mn 
W*  '  was  at  this  Time  no  Minifter) 
That  it  is  a  pretty  remarkable  Circumftance, 
that  any  Man  fliould  be  able  to  get  lb  con* 
fiderable  a  Place  as  that  of  Paymafter  of  the 
Army,  without  any  Credit  or  Power  at 
Court.  c  But  there  is  fomething  farther  (fays 
c  this  Gentleman)  to  be  faid  upon  this  Head* 
c  For  whether  the  Pay-mafter  of  the  Army 

•  is,  properly  fpeaking,  a  Minifter  or  not  j 
'  it  is  certain  that  He  had  more  Ptfwery  at 
€  that  Time,   than  the  Chancellor  of  the 

*  Exchequer;  and  carried,  in  Oppofition  to 
Him,  one  of  the  moft  fcandalous  Projects 
of  the  whole  Year,    befides  the  Bank 
Cmtraft.    It  was  called  at  firft  the  Re- 
conciliation 
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tmcilittfm-Borgaini  but  i*  better 
known  at  prcfent  by  the  Name  of  the 
twohfumnce  Companies ;  which  gave  Money 
to  the  Civil-Liji  for  the  Privilege  of 
becoming  two  Bubbles,  under  the  San&on 
of  an  ASt  of  Parliament;  *  at  a  Time 
too,  when  the  Tftafury  was  provided 
with  Ways  and  Means  for  the  Supply  of 
it  otherwife ;  and  when  even  the  Sdutb- 
Sea  Dircdors,  who  were  afraid  of  this 
unneceflaryFewel,  offered  to  advance  the 
Money  for  the  CvciUIift>  upon  fore  and 
eafy  Terms,  rather  than  let  thoie  Bubbles 
take  Place.  It  ought  to  be  remember'd, 
that  upon  the  firft  Forming  of  this  Projeft, 
a  Share  fold  for  about  5  /.  and  the  fame 
Share,  at  the  higheft  Price  afterwards,  for 
about  140/.  Now  if  you  will  be 
pleas'd  to  compare  the  proportional  In- 
creafe  of  the  South-Sea  to  it,  you  will  find 
'  how  immenfely  larger  the  Gains  were  on 

«the 


*  On  the  nth  of  June,  1720,  the  Royal  Aflcnt  wis 
given  to  a  Law  entitled,  An  A3  for  the  better  fecmring  cer- 
tain Powers  and  Privileges,  intended  to  it  fronted  by  bit 
Majefty,  by  two  Charters  for  AJfurunce  of  Shift  and  Mer- 
ehandisces  *t  Star,  end  for  lending  Money  on  Bottomry,  end 
fir  re/haininj  fevered  unwarrantable  PraSicet  therein  mew 
$itmtd. 
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c  the  latter;  and  the  World  mtrik  judge, 
€  from  .the  honourable  Gentleman's  Gharac- 
4  tor,  whether  he  made  no  Advantage  of 
*  his  own  Bubble/ 

Mr.  A  ■  ■  &>4  in  his  fecohd  Speech  be- 
fore the  Houfe  of  Lords,  has  the  following 
Parage  relating  to  this  Subject 

<c  The  unaccountable  Succefs  of  this  Un- 
dertaking (meaning  the  Soutb-Sea  Scheme) 
gave  Birth  to  "fmany  bafe  and  ruinousPro- 
jedb ;  and  it  muft  ever  be  a  publick  Re- 
proach, that  .Encouragement  was  given 
cc  to  thofc  two  Bubbles,  which  were  cftab- 
lifhed  to  raife  a  Supply  for  the  Support  of 
the  Civil  Lift.  'Tis  very  well  known 
that  thofe  two  Proje&s  did  not  proceed 
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cc  Jfrom  Me. 
c  Whatever  Opinion    the   World  may 


cc 


<c  have  of  the  Soutb-Sea  Scheme,  I  will  pre- 
u  fume  to  fay  that  thefe  two  Projects  were 
c<  founded  in  greater  Iniquity,  and  contri- 
i€  buted  more  to  the  public  Calamity,  than 
any  thing  elfe." 

As 


f  The  Bubbles  of  this  Year  were  little  under  a  Hon* 
dred :  Befides  which,  the  Lords  Juftices,  in  the  King**  Ab- 
fence,  rejected  eighteen  Petitions  at  once,  for  new  Schemes 
of  the  fame  Nature. 
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A*  to  Mn  fP^Ss  being  feht  for  tip  out 

of  the  Country,  the  Qrdftftiatt  feys,  *  this 

'  I  believe  may  be  true  enough;  but  the 

'  chief  Qgeftion  is  by  whom  he  was  Tent 

*  for  ttp,  and  what  was  his  own  particular 

*  Motive  for  obeying  the  Summon*    fo 
€  readily? 

*  It  muft  be  dbfefVd,  (he  goes  on)  even 
c  from  this  very  Account  (the  Cohfiderer's) 
'  of  me  tfranfcaSon,  that  the  Meeting  on 

*  the  Part  of  the  South-Set  was  to  p6rfua.de 

*■  the  Bank  to  circulate  th«ir Bonds ;  asking 
which  the  latter  did  riot  irnlttetfiatel/rclim * 
but  what  was  done,  to  mike  them  felifb. 
it,  and  by  whom  propdfed,  were  Points  of 
too  tender  a  Nature  to  be  mention'd  \  and 
perhaps,  it  might  be  ftopetf  that  the'  for- 
mer Words,  every  lf^  and  Motion, 
would  be  carried  oil  id  the  TranMldns 
Sat  this  Meeting.  But  facfr  is  the  Force 
of  Truth,  that  it  will  fomettmes  ftiew  it- 
ielf through  the  mbft  concerted  Difguife  3 
for  the  very  Cbntra«adl<J  Corifiderer,  pro- 
duces, imperfect'  as  it  is,  thews  plainly  e- 
nough  from  which  Side  tHe  Proportion 

'  came  rektihg  to  the  Stock; 

L  After 
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After  the  Bank's  Agreement  to  circulate 
the  Scutb-Sea  Bonds,  it  is  added,  "  That 
in.  Confideration  of  this  Undertaking, 
the  Soutb-Sea  Company  {hall  pay  the 
3,700,000/.  to  be  paid  to  the  Bank  by 
Notice  of  Parliament,  in  the  Soutb-Sea 
Stock,  at  a  Price  to  be  agreed  on  be- 
tween the  two  Companies/' 
c  From  hence,  I  think,  it  evidently 
c  appears  that  this  was  a  Relifher  of  the 
c  Bank's  own  propofing,  or  a  Thing  given 
€  them  in  Confideration  of  what  they  pro- 
€  mifed  to  do;  and  that  there  can  be  no 
c  Doubt  that  both  They  and  You  (the 
€-  Great  Man  to  whom  thefe  Papers  are 
c  addrefled)  made  the  beft  of  it>  fince  it 
c  foon  afterwards  appeared  that  it  was  never 
*  defign'd  to  be  kept,  unlefs  it  happened  to 
c  prove  for  the  .Advantage  of  the  Bank ; 
c  and  you  ftill  acknowledge  that  the  Whole 
c  of  that  Affair  wsis  only  theBr'fr  r 's  being  bit ; 
f  an.  Expreffion  full  to  every  Point  now 

c  brought  into  Difpute.     For  who.  were  fo 

.*  ...'•--'    .■••»#«»■     «■    -■. 

4  well  qualified  to  be  the  Biters,   in  this 

.  ■     '  »  .      . »  . .    ««..     ,.« 

Cafe,  a  sThofc  who  made,  the  Bargain  >  in 

€  order  fo  fell  out  their  Stock  at  400  /.  per 

,  _ .  — «•  » 

«  Cent. 
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*  Cfc^rand  ferve  other  ufeful  Purpofes  *  with 
c  a  fecret  Refcrve  to  make  it  void,  if  it 

Ihould  happen  to  turn  againft  them  after* 

» 

wards  ?  The  Transfer  Books  of  the  South- 
Sea  Company  bear  lome  Memorials  of  the 
great  Sales  of  Stock  by  thofe  Whom  you 
intruded  with  this  Scene  of  Iniquity ;  nor 
nluft  the  extraordinary  Tranfa&ions  of  a 
certain  Shop,  at  that  Time*  be  forgotten. 
You  would  think,  no  Doubt,  that  we  had  . 
a  very  mean  Opinion  of  yotir  Parts*  if  we 
ihould  fuppofe  that  you  (who  made  no 
Scruple  of  drawing  your  intimate  Friends 
into  Contradts  for  Stock,  at  thfe  higheft 
Price)  would  let  them  into  fuch  a  Secret 
as  this,  withbut  partaking  of  it  yourfelf/  . 
As  to  the  little  Difpute,  who  fhould  write  . 
down  or  dtaw  the  Minute ;  the  Craft/man 
fays,  that  cthis  Difpute  was  fo  Very  little,  as 
€  he  is  informed,  that  no  body  ever  heard 
c  or  faw  it/ 

But  I  (hall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  of  this, 
in  another  Place* 

I  now  come  to  the  other  Papers,  which 
continued  this  Difpute. 

La  Gazet, 


N 
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Gazet,  View  this  TranfaSion  in  itinatural 
Light  y  Mr.  A— — bie  in  bis  DiJIrefs  fup- 
piloting  this  honourably  Per/on  to  come  an 
hundred  Miles  to  this  Meeting;  imploring  bis 
Confent  to  this  Bank-Contrad,  as  the  only 
thing  in  the  World  that  could  fave  the  Go- 
vernment,  that  could  Jove  the  Companies,  that 
could  Jove  publick  Credit  and,  above  All, 
the  only  thing  that  could  fave  Us  dearejl>filf 
from  being  fallowed)  up  quick  in  DeftruBion  : 
At  Lfngtb>  after  keeping  him  up  at  a  Meet- 
ing abnofi  all  Night,  by  this  infinite  Impor- 
tunity,  prevailing  with  the  great  Perfon  and 
the  Bank  to  come  into  tbeMeaJure;  and  then, 
with  the  bumblejl  Deference,  requeuing  the 
great  Perfon  to  draw  up  the  Agreement*,  yet, 
fourteen  or  fifteen  Tears  afterwards,  appear- 
ing on  the  publick  Stage,  pretending  fa  have 
pocketed  that  very  Paper,  which  be  prevail*  d 
on  the  honourable  Gentleman  to  draw,  produ- 
cing this  A5t,  which  he  forced  the  honourable 
Gentleman  into,  as  an  infamous  A£b 

Craft f  In  the  firft  Place,  &r,  how  jiu 
dicioufly  does  Mr.  Walfmgbam  avoid  owning 
that  the  honourable  Gentleman  vm  prefent  at 
the  Meeting  of  tfce  23d  of  September,  where 

the 


jt 
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die  ConttaS  was  concluded,  which  is  pfe- 
ttadedtohaveb^/rc&ta/j  and  yet  how 
cdnfiftettriy,  at  thfe  fame  Time,  dote  he 
Oiafcfe  every  Thing,  that  paffed  in  feveral 
Days,  to  have  been  done  only  on  that  Day  ? 

JSecOtdfyy  In  what  a  ridiculous  Figure  does 
hfe  plat*  the  honourable  Gentleman,  through 
the  wholfc  ?  For  having  fet  hhn  forth  as  a 
grew  Perfon,  a  Character  of  th£  greateft 
Diftin&on,  and  the  Kkte $  he  dwindles  him 
down  at  laft  to  the  Idea  of  a  little  Clerk, 
with  a  Pen  behind  his  Ear  j  a  ready  Ma- 
chine to  write  down  any  Thing  that  fhould 
be  dilated  to  him,  not  only  by  liis  Superiors, 
but  cveh  by  a  Mail  of  inferior  Employments: 
For  as  fuch  your  Frfehd  hath  lately  repre- 
fettttd  Mr.  ^-*— &>,  though  he  had  be- 
fore  vefted  him  with  fuch  a  Powir  as  to 
fb«*  the  honourable  Gfcntleman  into  a 
Meafiirfc,  contrary  td  his  own  Will,  Judg- 
ment, and  Confcience. 

7%irdfy,  Suppofing  there  was  any  Ini- 
quity in  this  Tranfadion,  as  I  think  cannot 
be  any  longer  denied  *  is  it  any  Justification 
of  the  honourable  Gentleman,  to  fcy  that 
ho  was  dupe'd  or  drawn  into  it  by  Mr/ 

L  3  A  ■     bie\ 
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A bie  j  or  did  he  not  deferve  the  fcme 

Punifhment  which  Mr.  A»  bie  fqffered, 
as  well  as  feveral  of  the  South-Sea  Directors, 
who  were  no  more  in  the  Secret  of  Affairs 
than  he  pretends  to  have  been  ? 
:  But,  laftly,  let  us  come  to  the  Poijit,  and 
fee  whether  the  Fa<9f  really  is  as  Mr. 
Walfingham  hath  ftated  it.  Now  this  is  fo 
far  from  being  the  Cafe,  that  we  have  the 
following  Relation  of  it  in  the  Political  State ; 
fcr  the  Month  of  September  1720 ;  which 
is  fo  very  remarkable,  that  I  will  quote  it 
at  large. 

The  Author  of  thofe  Memoirs,  (who, 
by  the  way,  was  no  Friend  to  Mr.  A— bie) 
having  taken  notice  that  the  South-Sea  .Di- 
re6tors  were  difappointed  in  fopie  Steps, 
which  they  had  taken  for  keeping  up  the 
Stocky  tells  us,  c  That  the  fame  continuing 

finking,   they  'were  obliged  to  have  Re? 

courfeto  more  effe<ffeual  Methods.  There- 

<        * 

upon,  they  made  fome  fecret  Advances 
towards  an  Union  with  the  Eajl-India- 
Company:  But  a  fecret  Committee  of  the 
latter,  appointed  to .  confider  of  their 
Offers,    not  having   thought    proper  to 

v  "  accept 
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accept  them,  they  were,  rifcCeflitated'  to 

court  the  Afliftance  of  their  Rival,   the 

-  *  ■ 

Bank  of  England \  as  the  never-failing 
Support  of  public  Credit.  At  the  earn- 
eft  Defire,  and  fey  the  vigilant  Interpofition 
of  Mr.  Secretary  C- — — ggs,  feveral 
'  Conferences  were  held  between  a  feledt 
Number  of  Directors. of  thole  two  Cor- 
porations^ which  raifed  fo  great  an  Ex- 
pectation, that  on  the  1 2th  of  September 
in  the  Morning,  upon  a  Report  that  they 
had  come  to  an  Agreement  for  circulating 
fix  Millions  of  the  Soutb-Sea-Compan/s 
Bonds^  die  Soutb-Sea  Stock  rofe  imme- 
diately to  670^ ;  but,  in  the  Afternoon, 
as  foon  as  that  Report  was  known  to  be 
altogether  groundlefs,  the  Stock  fell  again 

to  S%°£>  ^e  next  ^*y  to  S7°£->  and 
fo  gradually  on    the  19th    of  September 

to  400^  j  which  Increafed  the  Mur- 

mtf  rings  and  Complaints  of  the  laft  Sul> 

(bribers,     and   expofed   feveral   of    the 

Soutb-Sea  Dire&ors  to  publick  Infults. 

*  In  order  to  put  a  Stop  to  this  growing 

Evil,    the  Soutb-Sea  Directors  held   a 

Court  on  Monday  the  1 9th  of  this  Month ; 

L  4  '  wherein     ^ 
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c  wherein  fevered  Propolis  wee?   pnade  tQ 

c  give  Satisfa&ipn  to  the  laft  Subfcribeis, 

'  At  laft,  it  was  refolved  to  fuipmon  a  gene? 

€  ral  Affcn>bly  of  the  Company,  to  meet 

c  the  next  pay,  at  the  ufual  Place  $  and  to 

c  defire  a  frefti  Conference  with  the  Direlt*- 

c  q$$  of  the  Itmk  of  England,    The  latter 

c  cqnfented  jo  ;t,  $t  the  Defire  of  the  right 

c  Honourable  <jhe   |-»ord  Vifcount  J^—nd 

*  Prefident  of  the  Council,  Mr.  Secretary 
c  Cr—~ggs>  aijd  Mr.  2?.  W.  and  this  Con- 

*  ference,  which  was  held  at  the  General 
€  Poft-Office,  Jailed  from  nine  o'Clock  in  the 
c  Evening  till  near  Three  the  next  Morning/ 

This  Account  is  exadtly  copBrm'd  by  the 
Hjftorical  Ragijler  for  the  lame  Year,  which 
are  the  only  regular  Memoirs  of  thofe 
Times  yet  extant, 

There  is  not  a  Word,  nor  even  the  leaft 
Hint,  that  the  honourable  Gendeoian  un- 
dertook this  kind  Office  with  the  Bank, 
at  the  Prayers,  Intreaties,  and  Importunities 
of  Mr.  A  He-,  but  the  whole  is  im- 
puted to  the  Lord  Vifcount  7-— *</,  Mr. 
Secretary  Gr— ~ggs,  and  Mr.  R.  W.  It 
deferves  particular  Notice,  that  this  Affertiop 

of 
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pf  Mr.  Waljmgham  mijft  be  a  wilful*  pre* 
meditated  Falfhoodj  jbccflaie  it  appear* 
from  fete  Papers,  now  under  Confideration, 
that  he  had  confclted  the  Political  State  for 
this  Year,  and  quotes  it  in  feveral  Places* 
7b|8  was  one  of  the  Points  in  which  he 
was  cofifciouc  of  being  dete&ed,  and  there- 
lore  began  to  draw  back,  as  foon  as  he  jaw 
the  §(orm>  which  he  had  brew'd  up,  iklling 
y jp9»  him-—^— Bu t  to  proceed* 
*  It  does  not  appear  in  eithq:  of  theft 
JJooks,  or  any  where  elfe,  as  iar  as  I  can 
find,  that  Mr.  A ■  ■■  ■  bie  was  fo  much  as 
prefect  at  the  Meeting  on  the  19th,  though 

both  he  and  the  late  Duke  of  J> fore 

are  mentioned  to  be  there  on  the  23d;  and 
as  the  Stock  Part  of  the  Contract  was  firft 
propofcd  at  this  Meeting,  though  not  corn- 
pleated  till  the  23d,  it  is  a  further  Proof 
that  this  was  not  Mr.  ./4— &Vs  Prqjeft, 
nor  concluded  at  his  Requeft.  Indeed,  I 
am  inclined  to  believe,  from  feveral  Cir- 
cumftances  and  Pai&ges  in  Print,  that  Mr. 
A*  "mine  was  not  in  Town  on  the  19th, 
but  was  fent  for  up,  at  the  fame  time  with 
the  Honourable  Gendeman,  by  Mr.  Secre- 
tary 
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tary  C  ■  ggs>  who  is  known  to  have  had 
the  chief  Direction  of  Affairs,  at  that  Time  $ 
and  if  they  both  fet  out  immediately  Upon 
the  Receipt  of  their  refpedtive  Mefiages,  it 
was  not  poffible  for  Mr.  A  ■  <iie  to  tome 
out  of  Tbr&Jbire  fbfoon  as  the  other  could 
out  of  Norfolk.  This  Conjecture"  Is  very 
much  ftrengthened  by  What  Mr.  A — — &V 
fays,  in  his  *  fecond  Speech  before  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  j  where,  having  fpokfc  of  Sir  John 
Bhtnfs  Power  at  that  Time,  he  proceeds  in 
the  following  Manner : 

€  Bur  this  Glory,  my  Lords,  did  riot 
laft  long,  and  I  was  fcarce  got  ddwn  into 
the  Country,  when  I  was  called  back  by 
the  Cries  of  thofe  conCern'd  in  this '  un- 
happy  Company.  I  fbund  the  Lords  and 
Others  in  the  Adminiftratlon  met,  and 
ufing  their  Endeavours  to  fuccour  and 
fupport  the  Stock.  The  Bank ,  by  their 
Mediation,  was  call'd  in  to  the  Afliftance 
of  the  South-Sea  Company,  and  an  Agree- 
ment was  made  between  the  two  Compa- 
nies, to  which  I  was  rather  a  JVitnefi 
than  a  Party. 

1  This 
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'.This  gave  ibmc  Life  to  their  Stock,' 
and  ftop'd  the  Mouths  of  the  Redeem- 
etries,  who  were  grown  vdry  clamorous: 
Imuft  own  the  juft  Concern  I  had,  at 
(hat  Time,  and  fhall  always  retain  for 
this  great  Body  of  the  public  Creditors ; 
afu)  J  was  pleafed  to  fee  them  fo  well  &- 
tisfied  with  the  Bargain  the  Bank  had 
made  for  them,  and  for  themfelvcs,  upon 
whom  they  pin'd  their  Faith  fo  absolute- 
ly. And  for  my  Part,  I  (who  was  not 
ifi  the  Secret)  could  not  but  think  it  a 
real  and  fincere  Bargain;  iince  it  was 
made  in  fo  folemn  a  Manner,  between  a 
Committee  of  both  Companies,  in  the 
Prefence  of  many  Lords  and  Gentlemen 
in  the  Admfriiftration,  confirm'd  and  ra- 
tify'd  by  the  Court  of  Dire&ors  of  each 
Company,  and  at  laft  fignify'd  in  Form 
tp  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Treafury  by 
Sir  John  Copey  one  of  the  Directors  of  the 
Bank. 

'  I  could  not  fufpeft  there  was  any  In- 
trigue or  Deceit  in  this  Tranfadtion,  'till 
I  faw,  from  the  extraordinary  Motions  in 
the  Alley,  and  fevcral  private  Hints,  tha£ 

'  were 
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*  were  given  out,  what  was  intended.     I 

*  could  not  think  it  poffible  that  the  Gen- 

*  tlemen  of  the  Bank,  who  had  fiich  great 
'  Intereft  in  the  Redttmables  themfelves, 
'  mould  drop  fo  many  Thouferids  of  the  un- 

*  happy  Proprietors,  who  had  depended  fo 

*  intireh/  upon  them,  and  would  certainly 
'  have  found  their  Way  out  of  mis  curfed 

*  Labyrinth,  if  they  had  not  been  hill'd 
'  afleep  by  this  fallacious  Agreement. 

'  As  for  me,  my  Lords,  I  was  thorough- 
c  ly  fatisfy'd  that  this  Agreement  of  the 

*  Bank  was  a  legal  and  a  firm  Bargain  j  and 

*  I  can't  yet  imagine  with   what  Face 
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eluded,  without  any  Partiality  to  MiC 
A-*  &k,  that  he  wa*  clear,  at  leaft,  ia 
this  Reipe&j  finceit  is  not  reafonable  to 
fuppofc  that  a  Gentleman,  in  his  Circum- 
ftances,  would  have  been  fo  very  particular 
upon  this  Point,  if  he  had  been  confeious 
of  any  criminal.  Concern  in  it,  and  could 
have  been  fo  eafily  detected;  nor  indeed 
was  the  Truth  of  this  Fad  ever  contra- 
dicted, or  calTd  in  Queftion*  till  Mr.  Wal* 
jm$bam  found  it  neceflary-  for  the  Vindica- 
tion of  his  honourable  Patron. 

Nay,  the  Abufe,  which  hath  constantly 
followed  Mr.  A  *biey  upon  every  Men- 
tion of  the  Bank-Contrajft  in  the  Craftf- 
nuutr  or  any  Pamphlet,  feemstaarUe  from 
his  having,  in  his  own  Defcnce^firft  pointed 
out  the  Iniquity  of  that  Tranfafition,  and 
to  whom  the  Misfortunes  of  fo  many  thou^ 
fand  Families  are  intirdy  owing,  or  who 
was  the  Biter  in  this  Cafe* 

I  believe.  I  might  fafely  reft  the  Point 
here,  and  leave  the  World*  to  decide  upon 
it:  But  that  nothing  may  be  wanting  to  im- 
mortalize the.  great  Man's  Name  amongfl 
the  boldcft  AiTertors,  as  well  as  tor  iatisfy  the 

Publkk, 


JSiolick,  I  will  now  give  them  ah  Account 
of  what  really  pafled   at  thefe   Meetings,  * 

■ 

afc  I  have  been  iriform'd  by  thofe  who 
were  preferit  at  them ;  for  I  mult  acquaint 
Mr.  Walfmghatny  that  I  have  had  this  Sa«* 
tisfadtion  as  Well  as  himfelf. 

On  the  19th  of  September ',  Mr.  Secreta* 
ry  G* — —ggs  acquainted  the  Soutb-Sea  Direc- 
tors, that  Mr.  tF~-*e,  who  knew  Money  Af- 
fairs better  than  any  Man  in   the  King- 
dom, was  of  Opinion  that  their  Propofal 
to  the  Bank,  on  the  16th,  for  circulating 
their  Bonds,  was  an  idle  Scheme,  and  would 
do  nothing  j  but  that  Mr.-  W*       *e  had  d 
Project  to  propofe  to  them,  which  Would 
anfwcr  the  Purpofe.   •  Accordingly,  as  foon 
as  Mr.  fT*       e  came,  he  propos'd  that  the 
Bank  fiiould   fubfcribe  their  3,700,000/. 
into  the  South-Sea  Stock,  at  a  Price  to  be  * 
agreed  on ;    and  faid  it  was  a   Propofal, 
which  he  had  made  to  Sir  Jm^mn  B**     '/, 
federal  Months  before.     He  then  apply'd 
himfelf  particularly  to  one  of  the  Directors, 
and  ask'd  him  if  B /  had  not  acquaint- 
ed the  Directors  with  it.     Upon  his  reply- 
ing that  he  knew  nothing  of  it  ,the  honour- 
able 
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able  Gentleman  dubb'd  Sir  J^n  5- 
a  Villain, .  with  his  ufu^l  Politenefs.  There 
Was  not  a  fingle  Word  pals'd  about  who 
fliould  take  the  Pen;  but  the  honourable 
Gentleman  took  it  of  his  own  Accord,  as 
being  beft  capable  to  write  down  his  own 
Proposal ;  and  Mr.  A  ;'  ■■  ■&>  was  fo  far 
from  begging,  praying,  importuning,  and 
wearying  him  till  3  or  4  in  the  Morning, 
at  any  Meeting,  that  ht  was  very  remark- 
ably filent,  upon  the-Occafion,  and  appear- 
ed to  be,  as  he-feysin  his  Speech,  rather  a 
Witnefs  thai*a  Party, 

This  is  a  fliort  and  true  State  of  the  Fad, ' 
and  fuch  a  one  as  none  ~  of  the  Gentlemen 
then  prefent  can  deny,  except  the  honourable 
Perfon  himfelf,  if  eyen  he4  fliould  think  fit 
to  perfift  in  it.   . 

The  Author  of  the  Cf-aftfman  then  obferves, 
that  the  Minutes  of  the  SoutlhSea  Company, 
that  were  delivered  into  Parliament,  upon  this 
memorable  Bargain,  vill  be  alone  fufficient 
to  (hew  the  honourable  Gentleman's  right- 
eous Defigns,  as  well  as  the  Bank's,  from 
the  Beginning  to  the  End  of  the  Affair. 
Friday, 
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Friday,  231!  Sept.  1720,' 

At  a  Mating  of  «  Committee  of  the  Bask  of 
England,  and  a  Committee  of  the  Dine 
tori  of  tie  South-Sea  Omfaty, 

The  following' Paper  wan  draw*  by  Mr. 
y  '  r,  as  the-Mhmtes  or  AgKoment  of 
dm  Meeting  between  die  two  Companies, 
iii.  —  Then'  follows  the  (me  .&»*W3»- 
treS,  with  ill  the  Hanks  filled  op, 

I  mention  thii  Particular,  in  onfcr  to 
(hew  how  ridiculous  a  Pretence  ill  i»,  '  AM 
'  this  is  only  a  Dilpiite"  between'  tw6  Pam- 
'  phletsj'  or  that  fuoh  a'MifWte  could  be 
occafioncd  by  the  honourable  Gentleman's 


able  Gendeman  had  this  feCOhd  Cdntraft 
lying  before  him,  whilft  he  was  writing  the 
Confiderationi,  by  quotftig  the  Subftance  of 
ir,  thbtfgh  he  was  pleafed  to  call  only  it  a 
Propofel ;  and,  what  is  moft .  furprifing  of* 
of  all,  his  Friend  Mr.  Walfmgbam  pretends 
to  be  much  better  acquainted  with  the 
Tran&dions  at  this  Meeting  than  the  ho- 
nourable Gentleman*  who  was  prefent  at  it. 
For  he  gives  lis  an  Adcount  of  every  parti- 
cular Circumftance  of  that  Affair,  and  even 
the  private  Converfation  of  the  Night;  how 
Mr.  A^  ***bie  prevail1  d  tfpon  him  to  draw 
this  unlucky  Paper,-  vrhich  was  afterwards 
pocketed^  by  fuch  Expoftulations  as  thefe ; 
for  God's  Sake  help  us!**  We  Jhall  be  un- 
done!* ■  '"■  We  /kail  be  torn  itt  Pieces  if 
you  don't  help  us  ! 

•  * 

Gazet.  VPbereas.by  ah  Aft  of  the  feventb 
Tear  of  bis  late  Majefty  King  George  I.  en- 
titled, An  Aft  for  railing  Money  upon 
the  Eftates  of  the  Sab-Governor,  Deputy- 
Governor,  Dire&ors,  &c.  of  the  South-* 
Sea  Company,  &c.  it  is  among  other  Things 
thefrien  declared,  "  that  John  A— bie,' 
cc  Efq;  late  Chancellor  and  Under-Treafuref     ^ 

M  "  of 
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u  of  the  Exchequer,  and  one  of  the  Commiffur 
u  ners  of  bis  Majefiy's  Treafury,  and  a 
Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in 
Breach  of  the  great  Trufi  in  him  re- 
pofed,  and  with  a  View  to  bis  own  exorbi- 
tant Profit,  bad  combined  with  the  late 
Diretfors  of  the  South-Sea  Company  in 
their  pernicious  Practices,  and  been  guilty 
of  the  mofi  dangerous  and  infamous  Corrup- 
tions, to  the  Detriment  of  great  Numbers 
of  bis  Majcjlfs  Subje&s,  and  to  the  manifejl 
Prejudice  of  the  Pubtick  Credit,  and  of  the 
Trade  of  the  Kingdom"  And  whereas 
the  faid  John  A  bie  not  repenting  him- 
felf  of  bis  execrable  Wickednefs,  nor  making 
Atonement  for  his  infamous  Corruption,  con- 
tinues to  infult  a  plundered  Nation,  by  credit- 
ing Palaces,  and  extending  Parks,  with  4 
Profufton  of  Expence,  manifejling  mofi  pro- 
digious Rapine  ;  This  is  therefore  to  warn,  &c. 

CraftfAs  to  the  Words  in  the  Preamble  of 
the  A3,  which  is  made  the  Foundation  of  all 
this  Scurrility  upon  Mr.  A  bie,  I  cannot 
help  obferving  that  the  honourable  Gentle- 
man himfelf  not  only  ipoke  for  omitting 
thofc  Words,  as  too  fevere,  but  even  againft 

including 
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including  Mr.  A—bie  in  the  lame  Sill  with 
the  South-Sea  Directors.   His  Reafons  were, 
as  I  find  them  in  the  Political  State,  "  That 
cc  it  would  feeni  hard  to  put  a  Ptfrfbn  of 
"  Mr.  A     /&V's  Eminence  and  DiftindHort 
on  the  fame  Level  with  the  Dire&drs  • 
and  that  fuch  a  Precedent  might  be  of  a 
u  dangerous  Cdnfequcnce."    *   It  is  poffible 
indeed  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  might  play  a 
double  Part,  and  fecretly  inftruft  his  Crea- 
tures to  vote  againft  Mr.  A  »"  bie,  Whilft 
he  was  affcdting  an  Air  of  Moderation 
himfelf,  IfthisWafttheQdTeiMr.^-*-— -Irie 
is  ftill  farther  juftlfy'd  in  pointing  out  the 
Perfon  to  whom  the  mod  iniquitous  Tranf- 
a&ion  of  the  whole  Year  was  really  owing. 
But  however  that  may  be,  the  honourable 
Gentleman  ought  to  be  the  laft  Perfon  in 
die  World  that  fhould  be  pleafed  with  this 
Parliamentary  Cenfure;  and  indeed  th^Aft 
itfelf  hath  never  been  named  in  Parliament, 
as  a  Precedent,  but  he  hath  faid  that  it  was  z 
( Precedent  not  to  be  followed  /  that  it  was 
a  •  Precedent  not  to  be  mentioned ;'  that  it 
was  a  c Precedent  which  ought  to  be  forgot/ 
and  that  it  was  a  ( Precedent  fubmitted  to 
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from  the  Rage  of  the.  Times.*  But  aftef 
having  acknowledged  alt  this,  can  he  expert 
that  the  Rage  of  the  Times  will  be  allowed 
as  a  Proof  of  his  own  Innocence,  when  he 
was  expelled  and  committed  foe.  Corruption ; 
fmce  he  will  no  longer  admit  it  to  be  a  Plea 
for  any  Body  elfe  ?  What  was  Mr.  A+—4rie 
ever  charged  with  in  the  Soutb-Sea  Affair  of 
which  he  was  not  at  lead  equally  guilty ; 
not  only  then  but  almoft  ever  finoe  ?  His 
Crime  in  (hart  was,  chat  <  he  was  a  Mini- 
iter  of  State,  and  dealt  in  Stocks  for  his  own 
Profit*'  which  ia  dedar'd  being  guilty  of 
the  moft  dangerous  and  M$J}  infdmous  Cor~ 
ruptiens:  But  what  was  the  honourable 
Gentleman,  at  the  Time  of  making  the 
Bargain  for  the  Afluranee  Companies,  at 
the  Time  of  making  the  Bank~Contra&y 
and  what  hath  he  beef*  at  the  Time  of 
every  Job  fince  ? 

f  Mr.  WalfinghamT$  Comment  on  this  Pre-* 
ajnble  is  ftill  more  judicious ;  particularly 
where  he  pfcte  us  iri  Mind  of  a  PeriPfi* 
l\  who  continues  to  infult.  a  plundered 
"  Nation,  Gsfc."  Is  not  this  calling  upon* 
Mankind  to  examine  and  judge  his  honoiir-v 

able 
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able  Patron  by  the  fame  Uules  o£  Evidence 
by  which  he: judges  others?  Will  they  not 
rQ&eo&er  h«  Circumftanccv  when  this 
Family  came  firfl  to  the  Crown  ?  Will  they 
s»(8  cotnpute.  that  *&  he  hath  received  in 
Stfafies  will  »ot  amoupt  to   70,060^? 
Will  they  not  ceflrft  on  the  Manner  he 
h^h  liv^d  in  >all  this  Time/,  wfcilft  the 
Nation  hath  been  groaning  under  burthen* 
fo&m  Ta»&  ?  ^Notwithftanding v  this,  when 
they  come  to  confidcr  the  Grcatncfs  of  hia 
Eftats;  his  immenfe.  Wealth;  Ad  Vanity 
of  his  Pleafures ;  and  laftly,  when  they  fee 
llfea  luring  out;  at  'one  Place,  to  the  Value 
<rf"  above  Six-peocd  in  die  Pound  upon  all 
the  Lands  in  England  \  when  alj  this,  I  fay; 
n  sonfider'd,  let  the  World  judge  who  it 
is  that  continues  to  infult  a  plundered  Na^ 
(ion,    by  erecting*  Palaces, .  and  extending 
Park*,  with  a  Profufion  t*f  Expcnce  mani* 
ft fting  moft  prodigious  Rapine. 
,  .■  Our  Authors  then  proceed  to  the  Dik 
(qlttdon .  or  Composition  of  this  Contrad, 
by  the  reviving  of  the  two  Millions  which 
had .  been   annihilated  in   Favour  of  the 
Public,  and  remitting  them  <to  the  South. 
■j-i-  j  M  3  Sea- 
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Sea-Company.  Mr.  JVdlfmgham^  to  exclude 
his  Patron  from  having  any  Hind  in  this 
Affair,  proceeds  in  the  following  Manner. 

'  Gazet.  It  is  not  even  pretended  that  Sir 
R.  W.  was  once  feen  in  any  Part  of  the 
*tran/a£tionf  after  the  Contract  was  made, 
ftbe  South-Sca-Company  apply d  tbemfefoe* 
wholly,  from  this  Time,  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Treajuryi  in  which  Commijion  that  honour- 
able Gentleman  was  not  injerted,  till  many 
Months  after  the  Contract  was  concluded. 

Oraftf.  If  by  the  Word  feen  is  only 
meant  that  the  honourable  Gentleman  did 
not  appear  publickly  in  this  Affair,  after  the 
Contrast  was  made,  I  {hall  not  difpute  about 
it :  For  it  is  a  common  Thing  for  States- 
men to  work  by  invifibltf  or  fecret  Means  * 
and  though  he  was  not  a&ually  in  the 
Treafury  till  about  half  a  Year  after,  it  is 
well  known  that  he  had  bargained  for  it, 
and  had  even  virtually  the  Power.  Nay, 
it  cannot  be  forgot  that  he  affumed  the  Air 
and  Language  of  a  firft  Minifter  feveral 
Months  before  he  took  Pofibffion  of  his 
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Office  in  Form,  which  was  on  the  ift  of 
Aprils  \jzi\  and  the  South-Sea-Company 
did  not  give  up  their  ContraB  till  the  2  2d 
of  June,  1J22;  that  is,  above  fourteen 
Months  after  the  honourable  Gentleman  was 
efhblifli'd  in  full  Power,  Befides,  though 
the  Soutb-Sea-Company  might  apply  to  the 
Lords  of  the  Treafuty,  to  whom  did  the 
Bank  apply  f  did  not  the  honourable  Gen- 
tleman privately  encourage  and  fupport 
them  in  their  Refufal  to  comply  with  their 
Contrary  or  was  it  not  at  laft  diflblvcd  by 
his  Means  ? 

Here  therefore  is  another  Prevarication, 
ff  not  a  Falfhood :  But,  in  order  to  fhift 
the  Compofition  intir^ly  off  from  his  Patron, 
he  fpares  no  Pains  to  fix  it  on  fomebody 
elfc ;  and  having  met  with  Mr,  P— — 's 
Name  in  the  Debates  of  thofe  Times,  he 
lays  hold  of  it  immediately,  and  prefles  it 
into  his  Service,  without  any  farther  Trou- 
ble than  quoting  his  Words  partially,  and 
perverting  them  to  a  Meaning  dire&y  con- 
trary to  what  they  evidently  bear. 

As  to  the  Remiffion  of  the  two  Millions, 
it  nmft  be  confefsM  that  Mr.  P«       y  was 
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for  it,  when  it  came  into.  Parliament :  But 
this  being  a  Point  in  which  the  Opinions  of 
Mankind  were  very  much  divided  at  that 
Time,  and  n<?t  generally  understood  at  prc- 
fent,   I  will  endeavour  to  give  the  Reader,  * 

i 

true  State  of  it. 

In  the.firft  Place,  it  my  ft  be  remember  '4 

_  ■  ■    . .  . "  j    .  •     L  . 

that  the  whole   Sum  of  ./even   Millions, 
which  the  Soutb~Sea-pQmj>qny  contra&ed  tx? 
give  the  Publick,  for  the  Execution  of  their 
Scheme,    was  fuppofed  to  arife  from  .tljc 
Profit  of   the  advanced  Price  upon  their 
Stock;  which  not  only  anfwered  their  Ex* 
pe<3ation,  but  rofe  to  fuch  an  immoderate 
Height,  by  the  Infatuation  of  thofe  Times, 
and  thereby  involv'd  the  greateft  Part  of 
the  Nation  in  fuch  terrible  Diftrefs,    fhat 
they  found  it  neceffary  \o  reduce  the  3d 
and  4th  Subscriptions,  which  were  taken  in 
at  1000^  per  Cent,  to  400^,  and  to  give 
the  Annuitants  proportionable  Relief,   :  The 
Parliament  afterwards  thoiight  fit  to  inters 

pofe,   and  refume  the   Advantages  whicfy 

■  •  ■ « 

they  had  before  given  them  in  the  Swtlh 
Sea  Ad,  by  dividing  the  capital  Stock  .be* 
,ongingto  tfre.G?mp£u?y  ii\  their  oyw  Right, 

and 
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and  discharging  all  ths  lyp^ns  qpoji.  pledg'd 
Stock  at 'io^  per, Cent  $  which  amounted* 
jji  the  whole,  to  an  immenfe  Suxa. .  The 
Parliament  wag  therefbjrp  oblig'd,  in  common 
Jvi^icey  to  giyp.  thf.  Company  likewise  fome 
Relief  from  theif  ,lpp|9gemen(jp  to  the  Pub* 
lick,  wjien  the  Consideration  of  them  was 
thus  taken  away ;  for  if  they  had.  been 
fqrc'd  Up  pay  that  vaft  -Premium,  it  muft 
have  been  out  of.,  their  Capital, .  infield  of 
their  Profit,  Accordingly,  it  was  proposed 
and  carri?d>  ; at  fif&>  *Jto.  remit  the?.Awhole 
fcven  Millions:  But  this  being  ppppfed, 
upon  the  Report,  five  Millions  ojlyiwere 
ren^itted  at  that  Time,  and  fo  r^uch  of  the 
Capital  Stock  of  the  Company  a*  t£e  reft 
amounted  to  was  annihilated;  by.  which 
two  Millions,  of  the  national  Debt  was  re- 
duced.  .  But  the  Calamities  of  thp  unhappy 
Proprietors  continuing  to  increafc,  by-  the 
Fall  of  their  Stock,  and  their  being  com- 
pelled, as  was  really  the  Cafe,  to  releafe  the 
Bank  from  their  Cwttra£i>  a  Petition  wa$ 
prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on 
Jthe  nth  of  December 9  1722,  fetting forth, 
'  That  they  labour 'd  under  an  infupportable 

c  Burthen, 
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c  Burthen,  from  which  they  pray'd  to  be 
€  relieved/  This  Petition  being  back'd  by 
a  Recommendation  from  the  Throne,  a 
Motion  was  made  for  reviving  the  other 
two  Millions,  as  the  only  practicable  Re- 
lief, at  that  Time ;  which  occafion'd  a  long 
Debate,  and  was  at  laft  carried  in  the  Af- 
firmative. 

It  appears  that  Mr.  P  ly  was  for  the 
Remiflion;  and,  confidering  the  Circum- 
ftanccs  of  the  Ration,  as  well  as  the  South- 
Sta-Campanyy  at  that  Time,  I  mu(l  leave 
the  World  to  judge  whether  he  did  not  a& 
a  right  Part. 

But  the  Conduct  of  the  honourable  Gen- 
tleman in  this  Particular  was  quite  different) 
for  though  he  fpoke  and  voted  on  the  fame 
Side  of  the  Queftion,  or  however  reafon- 
able  and  neceflary  this  Relief  might  be,  it 
is  plain  from  the  Refufals  they  met  with 
before,  when  they  apply'd  to  the  Throne 
for  that  Purpofe,  that  he  was  refblvM  not 
to  give  Way  to  it,  till  they  fubmitted  to  the 
Terms  which  he  and  the  Bank  impofed 
upon  them;  or,  as  their  Sub-Governor 
worded  it,  made  a  proper  Condefcenfion. 

Mr. 
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Wtr.Wal/ingbam  having  admitted  that  die 
honourable  Gentleman  did  employ  his  Influ- 
ence with  the  Bank  to  affift  the  South-Sea 
Company  in  their  Diftrefs,  and  that  he  was 
a  Party  in  the  Confummation  of  the  Mat- 
ter, afks  the  following  Queftions : 

Gazet  Was  this  then  a  Bufinefs  filiated  by 

Sir  R W ?  Did  be  contrive  the 

Meeting  ?  Did  be  come  thither  from  any  Views 
of  bis  own?  Could  be  come  thither  with  any 
Fraud  in  Ins  Heart,  when  be  fcarcely  knew 
the  Purpofe  of  their  Meeting  t 

Craftf.  The  firft  Propofal  made  to  the 
Bank  was  on  the  16th  of  September  1720, 
and  it  is  acknowledged  that  the  honourable 
Gentleman  drew  up  the  Minutes  of  the 
Agreement  between  the  two  Companies  on 
the  19th  of  the  fame  Month,  Now  con- 
fidering  the  neceflary  Time  for  fending  and 
coming  an  hundred  Miles  out  of  the  Coun- 
try, it  is  hardly  poflible  that  Affairs  could 
be  brought  to  fuch  a  Forwardnefs  in  three 
Days  inclufivc,  even  fuppofing  that  the  Met 
fcnger  was  difpatched  to  him  immediately 

upon 
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ppon  the  Propofal ;  much  JeJfc,  if  he  had  no 
previous  Couvcrfattou  .with  the  principal 
Managers  of  the  Bank,  and  did  not  fa 
much  as  know,  the  Purpofe  of  their  Meeting 
But  if  it  bs  true,  that  it  was  a  Proje&riof 
his  own  Formation,  fevwal  Months  beforq, 
and  which  he  had  adlually  concerted  with 
the  Bank,  it  waa  prafticahle  enough,  a/id 
will,  folve  all  Difficulties 

\  Gazct  Was  'this  Sir  R-~  W 's  Pro- 

pofitkn  ?  Or  did  be  want  it  for  the  Eafc.  *f 
any  Difficulty  wherein  he  had  itfuohj^'&tQ? 
felf  or  his  Country  ?  Or  could  he  want  it  for 
qny  Advantage  .  ta  hin$lf$  pr  ctmld  he  pro** 
pofe  it  to  the  Baq&>  or  advife  them  who  depend* 
ed  on  his  Advice  >  to  come  inta  it  for  any  &fds 
hut  to  relieve  the  general  Calamity,  and  to  pre* 
vent  the  precipitate  Fall  of  the  Stock  f  Was  it 
ever  imputed  to  Sir  R— r  W»i  ^ ,  that  he 
gained  a  Farthing  by  any  Part  of  this  'franf* 
afticn  j  that  the  Contract  was  made  or  dif 
fflv'd  for  his  Profit  or  Advantage  ? 

Craftfman.  What  will  not  this  Wretch 
fay,  or  do,  to  ferve  a  little  dirty  Turn  ?  Was 

there 
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there  nd  Profit  or  Advantage  t6  be  made 
by  being  at  the  Bottom  of  flich  a  Secret  f 
Did:  it  not  furtifli  his  Patron  with  an  Op- 
portunity of  felling  out  what  Quantity  of 
Smttb  Sea  Stock  he  pleafed  at  400  /.  per  Cent 4 
and  buying  it  in  again  under  Par  ?  Is  there 
not  all  the  Reafon  in  the  World  to  believe* 
that  he  did  make  this  Advantage  of  it *  of 
hath  it  riot  at  leaft  been  imputed  to  him  ? 
Nay,  did  not  the  whole  Tranfaftion  ferve 
.  him.  for  a  Ladder  of  Ambition,  by  which 
he  mounted  to  the  Summit  of  Power,  and 
gain'd    fuch    imxnenfe    Riches  ?    Befides, 
how  could  he   paffiWy  think  that  fuch  a 
Bargain  would  prevent  the  Fall  of  Stocky 
or  relieve  the  general  Calamity  ?  Was  it  not 
very  natural  to  fiippofe  that  it  would  have 
a  quite  contraty  Effect,  as  it  actually  had, 
when. the  CoUufion  appear'd,  and  involve* 
Thoufands  of  Families,  who*  had  e&apcd 
the  general  Calamity  before,  in  utter  D&- 
ftruftion? 

.  Gazet.  The  Gmtratt  could  not  have  bee* 
put  in  Execution,  without  abfolute  Ruin  t* 
the  Bank  of  England. 

Craft/.     £ 
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Crafty  This  is  begging  the  Queftion; 
at  leaft,  it  being  impoffible  to  fay,  with 
any  Certainty,  how  far  the  pundual  Per-* 
formance  of  it  migjit  have  kept  up  Soutfa 
Sea  Stock ;  or,  if  that  had  been  found  too 
heavy  for  the .  Bank  to  bear*  a  moderate 
Composition  ^vould  have  certainly  done 
fome  Good*  by  dividing  the  Lofs  between 
the  two  Companies;  and,  in  that  Cafe, 
fome  Part  of  the  two  Millions  might  have 
been  retained  for  the  Ufe  of  fhe  Public. 

I  would  likewife  afk,  how  the  Bank 
came  to  deferve  fb  much  more  Favour  than 
the  Soutb-Sea  Coippany ;  or,  fiippofing  the 
worft  that  could  have  happened,  why  one 
Part  of  the  public  Creditors  ought  to  be 
ruin'd  more  than  another  I 

I  fhall  fay  nothing  farther,  concern* 
In£  the  Validity  of  this  Contrad  ;  becaufe 
that  Part  of  the  Queftion  feems  to  be  given 
up  by  the  honourable  Gentleman's  Advo- 
cates, who  lay  the  chief  Strefs  of  their  Ar- 
gument upon  the  Impossibility  of  executing 
it,  without  fatal  Confequences.  Befides, 
k  does  not  much  affed  the  main  Point  in 
ifpute,  or  the  Charge  againft  the  honour-. 

able 
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able  Gentleman,  whether  the  Bargain  was 
ftri&ly  binding,  or  not ;  for  it  cannot  be 
deny'd  that  it  was  made  and  publifhed  in 
fuch  a  Manner,  as  to  convince  Mankind, 
in  general,  that  it  was  a  perfed  Agreement, 
and  thereby  drew  Multitudes  of  the  moft  cau- 
tious Perfons  into  the  Snare.  It  was  there- 
fore the  more  iniquitous  in  .the  Negotiator, 
if  he  knew  or  beHev'd  it  not  to  be  obliga- 
tory, whilft  he  was  tranfa&ing  and  carry- 
ing it  on. 


*  \ 


Gazet,  If  it  be  clearly  /hewn,  that  the 
great  Perfin  neither  could  nor  ought  to  have 
fire9  J  a  Performance  of  the  Contrail  $— 
it  is  then  faid,  We  don't  condemn  him  for 
breaking  it,  but  for  mating  it.-  If  it 
be  Jhewn  by  what  irreJ^Hble  Importunities, 
Clamours,  and  Supplications,  be  was  drown 
in  to  make  it,——  it  is  then  fold,  We  don't 
condemn  him  for  making  it,  but  for  break* 
ing  it ;—  So  that  We  are  brought  to  a  fee* 
few  of  Words,  about  breaking  and  makingf 
and  making  and  breaking,  without  under- 
Janding  any  thing  of  Faffs. 


Crafif.       ^ 
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Craftf.  If  it  was  a  Contract  that  (Might  not 
to  have  been  perforated,  it  ought  not  to  have 
been  made  5  becaufe  it  induced  fo  many 
thoufend  People  to  huy  Soutb*Sea-Stock  at 
an  high  Price,  upon  the  Credit  of  it. — ^ 
If  it  was  a  Contra^:  that  otfght  to  have 
been  made,  it  ought  not  to  have  been 
broke ;  becaufe  that  was  direftly  contrary 
to  the  pretended  Defign  of  it,  and  muft  ne-* 
ceflarily  increafe  the  general  Calamity,  in-* 
ftead  of  relieving  it. 

Let  us  now,  fays  the  fame  Author,*  fum 
tip  the  Whole,  and  fee  how  the  Cafe  ftands 
With  relation  to  the  honourable  Perfbn, 

It  appears^  from  the  foregoing  Deduc- 
tion, that  he  took  a  fcandalous  Advantage 
of  the  general  Calamity  at  that  Time, 
and  made  the  Misfortunes  of  his  Country 
the  Means  of  enriching  and  aggrandizing 
Inmfelf ;  that,  with  this  View,  he  cook'd 
tip  a  fraudulent  Project,  under  the  Pretence 
df  fuppbrting  the  South+Sea  Company,  bat 
with  a  Defign  of  felling  out  Stock  at  an 
high  Priced :  and  deluding  the  unhappy  Suf- 
ferers with  falfe  Hopes  of  Relief,  till  his 
other  Purpofes  were  ripe  for  Execution. 
•\  /  '  That, 
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•  — 

That,  in  order  to  draw  the  Bank  into  this 
Scheme,  he  gave  them  private  Afluranccs 
of  being  releas'd  from  their  Engagement 
in  cafe  it  fhould  happen  to  turn  againft 
them  t  That,  after  feveral  Meetings,  a 
Contradt  was  drawn  up  between  them,  by 
the  honourable  Gentleman  himfelf,  in 
which  the  Bank  agreed  to  circulate  a  Num- 
ber of  South-Sea  Bonds,  upon  certain  Con- 
ditions *  and  the  South-Sed  Company,  in  Re- 
turn, contracted  to  grant  the  Bank  a  Mil- 
lion of  their  capital  Stock,  at  400  /.  per 
Cent,  which  was  then  the  market  Price, 
and  cheaper  than  the  firft  Subfcribers  of 
Annuities  had  it.  This  Agreement  was 
afterwards  confirm'd  by  a  Court  of  Direc- 
tors of  each  Company,  and  fignify'd  in 
Form  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury. 

It  farther  appears  that,  in  Purfuance  of 
this  folemn  Contract,  a  Subfcription  was 
taken  in  by  the  Bank,  for  the  Circulation 
of  South-Sea  Bonds ;  which  is  generally  al- 
fow'd  to  have  fav'd  the  Bank  from  the  Ca- 
lamities of  thoie  Times  ;  and  though  they 
never  circulated  one  of  the  Bonds,  for 
which  the  Subfcription  was  taken  in,  the 
*   -  N  South* 
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Soutb-Sea  Company  was,  at  laft,  moft  equi- 
tably adjudg'd  to  pay  30,000  /.  for  the  Ex- 
pence  of  it. 

On  the  other  hand,  as  foon  as  it  was 
found  that  South' Sea  Stock  was  likely  to  con- 
tinue falling,  the  Bank  began  to  prevaricate 
about  the  other  Part  of  the  Agreement, 
which  was  their  own  Propofal,  and  after- 
wards peremptorily  refufed  to  comply  with 
it.  In  this,  as  it  likewife  appears,  they 
were  fecretly  abetted  by  the  honourable 
Gentleman,  and,  at  laft,  totally  releafed 
from  it,  by  his  Influence,  not  only  without 
any  Competition,  but  even  with  very  great 
Advantage;  for  the  Soutb-Sea  Company, 
finding  themfelves  in  this  Condition,  and 
being  at  the  fame  time  incumber'd  with 
heavy  Debts,  had  no  Hopes  of  Relief,  but 
from  the  Remiflion  of  the  two  Millions, 
which  had  likewife  been  refufed  them, 
whilft  they  infifled  upon  their  Contract 
In  order  therefore  to  obtain  the  Firji,  they 
Were  obliged  to  give  up  the  La/l,  and  to 
fell  four  Millions  of  their  Stock  to  the 
Bank  at  a  much  lower  Price  than  it  was 
worth ;  fo  that  the  Bank  was  amply  reward- 
ed, 
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td,  feveral  ways,  for  their  Concurrence  in 
this  Proje&. 

Laftly*  Whatever  Motives  might  induce 
other  Gentlemen  to  vote  for  the  Remiflion 
of  the  two  Millions,  it  appears  that  He  cam^ 
into  it  upon  no  other  Foot,  than  by  way 
of  Compofition  with  the  South-Sea  Company 
for  their  giving  up  the  Bank  Contradt. 

Taking  the  Whole  therefore  together* 
tan  any  thing  be  more  fraudulent  and 
ruinous,  or  more  flagitious,  than  this 
Tranfeftionj  except  their  endeavouring  to 
fix  it  upon  Centlemen  to  whom  it  does 
not  belong,  by  averring  a  fblemn  Falfhood 
in  the  Face  of  the  World,  and  infulting 
tke  Ruined,  by  telling  them  it  was  only 
biting  the  Biter. 

I  (hall  add  nothing  ofmy  own  to  thefe  Ex- 
tra&s,  which  contairi  a  moft  impartial  Repre- 
fentation  of  this  Controverfy  $  there  being  no 
need  to  direft  the  Reader's  Judgment, 
where  Fads  are  to  ftrongly  ftated. 

N  2  SECT. 
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SECT.    ffl. 

Grants  to  the  Civil  Lift ;  KBtQ.  of  Credit  j 

Supplies  for  the  Current^/^rvices. 

« 

THOUGH fome  make  it  a  conteftcd 
Point,  whether  Mr.  W*  had  any 
Influence  on  our  foreign  AfFairs  till  after 
the  Treaty  of  Hanover,  no-body  will  pre- 
tend to  deny,  that  from  the  Time,  at  leaft^ 
when  he  was  fworn  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  he  had  the  fupreme  Diredtion 
of  the  Finances.  If  it  be  true,  therefore, 
what  I  believe  every  Man  will  grant,  that 
the  chief  Qualification  for  the  Difcharge 
of  that  high  Truft  (next  to  Skill*  in  the 
Regulation,  which  we  fhall  not  here  dif— 
pute)  is  Frugality  in  the  Difpofition  of  the 
public  Money,  we  come  at  once  to  the 
iingle  Criterion,  by  which  to  judge  of  that 
Gentleman's  Adminiftratioh .  And,  as  I 
do  not  remember  that  tlje  Fafts  advanced 
in  a  Pamphlet  publifhed  in  1734,  and  in- 
titled, 
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tided,  An  Enquiry  into  the  CdnduSl  of  our 
'Dome/lie  Affairs y  from  the  Tear  1721  to 
the  prefent  Time,  were  ever  actually  con- 
tradi&ed,  I  fhall  rely  chiefly  on  that  Piece, 
during  the  faid  Period,  and  then  bring 
down  my  Hiftory,  from  other  Authorities, 
to  theEndoftheROBINOCRACY. 

My  Author,  to  avoid  Confufion,  devides 
our  Expences  under  thefe  diftind:  Heads  : 
Additional  Grants  to  the  Civil  Lift  j  Votes  of 
Credit ;  Annual  Provisions  for  the  Navy  and 
Army.  With  thefe  I  fhall  include  the 
State  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  the  National 
Debts. 

At  the  Opening  of  the  Parliament  in 
172 1,  his  Majefty  affured  his  People  from 
the  Throne,  that  the  Face  of  our  Affairs 
abroad  was  become  more  favourable ;  that 
the  Peace  in  the  South  wanted  only  the  Form 
of  a  Congrejs,  and  that  of  the  North  was 
brought  much  nearer  a  Conclufion.  From 
whence  it  was  hoped,  that  no  unufual  Sup- 
plies would,  this  Year  at  leaft,  be  required 
from  them.  But  towards  the  End  of  the 
Seflion,  a  Demand  was  made,  by  a  Meflage 
from  the  Crown,  of  72,000/.  for  a  Sub- 
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fidy  to  the  King  of  Sweden.  To  what 
Purpofe  intended,  I  fhall  enquire  in  ano« 
ther  Place. 

Not  many  Days  after,  came  another 
Meflage,  defiring  an  extraordinary  Supply 
of  only  500,000/.  for  the  Civil  Lift, 
600,000  /.  were  to  have  been  paid  by  the 
two  jifurance  Companies,  for  their  Charters, 
granted  in  the  Year  1720,  but  thofe  Gen- 
tlemen having  represented,  that,  by  their 
common  Sufferings,  with  the  reft  of  the 
Nation,  in  that  unhappy  Year,  they  were  not 
able  to  pay  more  than  half  the  Sum  they  had 
promifed  to  lend  the  Crown,  the  other 
Moiety  of  300,000/.  was  (one  may  ima- 
gine through  his  Influence  who  had  given 
them  Being)  remitted  to  them.  •  And 
though  the  Meffage  fays,  that  this  Money 
would  have  been  fufficient  to  have  Satisfied 
the  Debts  of  the  Civil  Lift  in  1720,  yet, 
in  172 1,  a  Sum  of  500,000/.  was  afked, 
and  granted,  to  make  good  a  Deficiency 
of  300,000  /.  A  remarkable  Claufc  was 
flipt  into  the  fame  Bill,  without  any  Mo- 
tion, Leave,  or  Inftrudtion,  to  exempt  his 
Majefty's    700,000  /.   per  Annum     from 

paying 
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paying  any  of  the  Crown  Petitions  or  An- 
nuities j  which  Qauie,  in  the  moil:  lum- 
inary Manner,  at  once,  eafed  the  Civil  Lift 
of  the  annual  Sum  of  36,200  /.  a  Sum  that, 
if  valued  at  25  Yean  Purchafe,  amounts 
to  above  900,000  /.  granted  in  a  Manner 
quite  unprecedented. 

c  From  this  Time,  fays  my  Author, 
there  was  fuch  a  Friendship  and  Har- 
mony conciliated  between  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  and  the  Minifters,  and  the  Ac- 
cefi  to  the  Purfe  of  the  People  was  become 
fo  eafy,  that  they  found  themfelves  un- 
der no  Necefiity  to  think  of  the  folemn 
Promifc  made  by  the  Crown,  to  reduce 
the  Expenoes  of  the  Civil  Lift.  On  the 
contrary,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer himfelf,  in  the  Beginning  of  April 
1725,  delivered  a  fecond  Meflage  from 
his  Majefty;  wherein  it  is  declared, 
That  the  Neceffities  of  the  Government 
had  render'd  it  impra&icable  to  make 
any  confiderable  Retrenchment  in  the 
Expences  of  the  civil  Government, 
u  and  had  engaged  his  Majefty  in  fome 
"  extraordinary  Expences.— —And  there- 
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fore  prayed,  "  to  be  enabled  to  make 
ufe  of  the  Funds,  fettled  for  the  Pay- 
ment of  the  Civil  Lift  Annuities,  to 
u  difcharge  the  prefent  Debt  on  the  Civil 
"  Lift  of  500,000/.  as  appeared  by  an 
"  Account  at  the  fame  time  delivered  to 
"  the  Houfe." 

Tho*  the  former  500,000  /.  and  by  the 
fame  Rule  this,  was  faid  to  be  without  lay- 
ing any  new  Burthen  on  the  People  (being 
to  be  raifed  by  a  Tax  of  Sixpence  in  the 
Pound  on  the  Civil-Lift  itfelf )  the  Fallacy 
of  this  Pretence  was  perceived  by  a  future 
Parliament,  who  found  that  this  Million,' 
having  no  Fund  to  pay  the  Principal,  was 
a  certain  irredeemable  Debt,  and  that  even 
30,000  /.  per  Annum>  the  Intereft,  muft  be 
made  good,  by  Warrants  from  the  Trea- 
fury,  out  of  the  annual  Supplies,  or  from 
the  Sinking-Fund.  The  next  Year  this 
Million  was  made  a  Lottery,  and  then 
turn'd  into  Annuities,  when  it  appear'd 
that  10,000  /.  of  it  had  been  paid  off;  yet 
was  the  Lottery  for  a  whole  Million, 
which,  with  the  Expence  of  Drawing,  coft 

above 


above  100,600/.  to  raife;  befides  a  Lofe 
of  one  per  Cent,  more  upon  103,000/.  of 
thefe  Tickets  for  Nevis  Debentures. 

The  Year  1725  produced  the  moft  a- 
mazing  Retrofpeft  into  Accounts  that 
had  ever  been  known ;  for  a  Sum  of 
j  01,800  /.  was  then  taken  from  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  to  make  good  what  was  due 
from  the  Excife,  in  order  to  compleat  his 
Majefty's  Civil  Lift  Revenue  to  700,000  /. 
per  Annum.  This  Deficiency,  it  was  pre- 
tended, was  occasioned  by  feyeral  Miftakes, 
committed  in  ftating  the  Produce  of  thofe 
Revenues,  in  the  furplus  Accounts,  be- 
tween the  Year  17 15,  and  Michaelmas 
1724,  and  the  greateft  Part  of  it  wasfaid 
to  have  happened  in  1 7 1 6,  but  was  forgot 
or  not  difcovered  till  now.  The  Houfe 
indeed  call'd  for  Accounts,  to  explain  a 
Fadt  of  this  extraordinary  Nature  :  But  the 
moft  material  ones  were  delayed  fo  long; 
that  the  Recefs  of  Parliament  prevented 
their  proceeding  on  them  that  Seflion  j  and 
the  Succefs  of  all  future  Endeavours  to 
examine  into  the  moft  important  Sub- 
jects fatisfied   the  World,  why  the  fame 

Enquiry      ^ 
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Enquiry  was  not  reiumed.  This  afterwards 
Encouraged  the  taking  of  42,000  /.  on  the 
fame  Account,  out  of  the  Revenue  of  the 
Po/l-Office%  and  12,575/,  of  the  fame  Of- 
fice, for  Secret-Service  Money,  All  which, 
to  the  amount  of  156,000/.  was  looked 
upon  as  an  Acceflion  to  the  Civil  Lift. 
And  as  thefe  Methods  of  paying  Money  out 
of  the  Revenue,  before  it  comes  into  the 
Exchequer,  were  efteemed,  formerly*  to  be 
very  unjuftifiable,  they  are  certainly  much 
more  fo  at  prefent,  when  the  Surplus  of  thefe 
Revenues  are  appropriated  to  the  Payment 
of  the  public  Debts,  and  the  Circumftances 
of  the  Kingdom  are  fo  greatly  alter'cL 

c  When  our  Kings  had  only  occafional 
'  Aids  and  Subfidies  granted  them  for  im- 
c  mediate  Services,  which  foon  ceafed,  the 
1  Colle&ion  was  by  few  Officers,  and 
f  at  little  Expence.  As  the  Money  was 
1  ufoally  given  to  carry  on  Wars  under- 
€  taken  by  the  Crown,  and  not  in  fo  li- 
€  beral  a  Manner  as  Supplies  have  been 
*  lately  given,  the  Scantinefs  of  them  en- 
c  gaged  our  Princes  to  keep  a  very  watchful 
c  Eye  over  the  Difpofition  of  the  Money  5 

c  there 
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there  being  no  long  continued  Parlia- 
ments,  in  thofe  Days,  ready  to  make 
good  all  Deficiencies  demanded  from 
them,  nor  was  there  any  Occafion  for 
Ads  of  Appropriation.  The  Neceffities 
of  the  Prftice  were  a  liifficient  Check,  in 
that  Cafe,  upon  the  Conduft  of  his  Mi- 
nifters,  and  their  Miimanagement  feldom 
efcaped  his  Refentment ;  for  it  was  him- 
felf  who  felt  it  more  than  the  People. 

c  But  the  whole  Frame  of  our  Govern- 
ment is  fince  changed,  with  reipedl  to 
the  Method  and  Manner,  as  well  as  the 
great  Sums  of  Money  railed  upon   the 
People  5  our  Neceffities  having  rendered 
annual  Seffions  of  Parliament  neceflary, 
for  above   forty  Years  paft,  in  order  to 
carry  on  two  very  long  and  expenfive 
Wars  againft  a   Power,  who  threatened 
the  Liberties  of  Europe.     Upon  this  Ac- 
count, the  Public  chearfully  fubmitted  to 
many  great  Difficulties  and  Inconveniences, 
the  Extent  and  Duration  of  which  could 
not  poffibly  be  forefeen  at  that  Time/ 
Thefe   Difficulties    and  Inconveniencies 
are  enumerated  to  be  the  Charge  of  Officers 
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ernploy'd  in  the  Colle&ion  and  Difpolition 
of  our  Taxes,  which  are  not  only  a  Bur- 
then to  the  Kingdom,  but  are  become  for- 
midable to  our  Liberties j  the  great  Num- 
ber of  lucrative  Employments,  which  thro' 
the  Misfortune  of  our  Debts  are  now  in 
the  Difpofition  of  the  Minifter,  and  giv^ 
him  an  Opportunity  to  gratify  Perfons  of 
"all  Ranks  and  Degrees ;  the  Produce  of  th$ 
Taxes  folemnly  appropriated  to  the  Payment 
of  the  national  Debt,  and  amounting  to  a 
fetded  Revenue  of  near  three  Millions  and 
&  half;  which,  tho*  q,  greater  Truft  than 
was  ever  before  known,  is  left  without  any 
proper  Checks  or  Regulations,  as  an  Appen- 
dix only  to  the  Office  of  the  Treafury ;  the 
Charges  attending  the  Management  of  th$ 
Revenues,  which  have  been  left,  without 
any  Controul,  to  the  Wifdom,  Integrity, 
and  Difcretion  of  Men,  who  may  exe- 
cute this  unlimited  Authority  with  a  View 
to  private  Intereft,  as  eafily  as  with  a  con- 
ftant  Regard  to  the  Improvement  of  the  Re* 
venue  only ;  the  Manner  of  ftating  the  Ac- 
counts of  the  Sinking-Fund,  by  fetting  down 
the  Surplufles  only  of  many  different  Du- 
ties 


lies  blended  together,  without  giving  thtf 
Hdufe  the  diftindfc  Produce  of  them,  or  the 
Payments  out  of  them.  Thefe  are  all  Grie-* 
vances  which  the  Legiflature  has  been  call'd 
on  to  redrefs  j  but  which,  by  what  can  be 
yet  perceived,  are  like  to  remain  with  the 
capital  Debt,  unlefs  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons fhould  be  quite  independent  of  a  Mi- 
niftry. 

I  muft  not  omit  that  the  Author  of  the 
Enquiry ,  when  he  declares  that  thefe  Particu- 
lars demand  the  ftridteft  Attention  of  our 
Reprefentatives,  adds,  that  the  Reprefenta- 
tives  have  been  calFd  on  by  the  Gentlemen 
of  the  Revenue  themfelves  to  a  more  ftridt 
Difcharge  of  this  Part  of  their  Duty;  fince 
by  taking  the  Sums  before  mentioned,  to* 
make  good  his  late  Majefty's  Civil  Lift, 
they  plainly  confefs  that  Miftakes  have- 
been  committed  in  thefe  Accounts,  to  the 
Prejudice  of  the  Crown  ;  and  we  may  con- 
clude,   fays  he,  c  without  any  Breach  of 

*  Charity,  that  the  Public  hath  not  a  greater 

*  Share  in  their  Care  and  Concern.'  Un- 
doubtedly fuch  a  Sum  as  eighty  five  Mil- 
lions,  which  he  mentions  to  have  been 

raifeJ 
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raifed  on  tbePublick  between  1721  and 
*73  3>  t^c  &*&  twelve  Years  of  the  late  Ad-* 
miniftration  defcrved  to  be  taken  fome  Ao 
count  of  by  the  Guardians  of  the  Publick 
liberties  and  the  Properties  of  Individuals* 
And  that  there  has  not  (ince  been  lefs  Oc- 
casion for  the  conftant  Infpe&ion  of  that  au* 
guft  Body,  will  appear  before  we  have  done 
with  this  Article* 

What  follows  concerning  further  Grants 
to  the  Civil-Lift,  before  the  Year  1734, 
cannot  be  fum'd  up  more  concifely  than 
in  the  very  Words  of  iny  Author* 

Upon  the  Demife  of  his  late  Majefty, 
the  whole  Produce  of  all  the  old  Civil-Lift 
Funds,  with  the  additional  120,000  /*  out 
of  the  Siniing-Fund,  was  fettled  on  his 
prefent  Majefty,  to  make  up  800,000  /.  per 
Ann.  and  by  an  admirable  Way  of  Reaibn* 
ing,  becaufe  his  late  Majefty  died  before  the 
ufual  Time  of  ftating  the  Account  of  the 
Sinking-Fund,  the  Surplus  of  all  the  OW- 
Lift  Funds,  from  the  25th  of  March  1727 
to  the  nth  of  June  following,  were  judged 
to  belong  to  the  Civil  Lift ;  though  it  is 
certain  that  this  Surplus  arifes  wholly  from 

the 
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the  Addition  made  to  the  Civil-Lift  Reve- 
nues, out  of  the  finking  Fund,  by  an  A& 
paft  in  the  firft  of  his  late  Majefty's  Reign, 
which  eftablifhes  the  aggregate  Fund. 

In  the  following  Year,  *  the  ever-memo- 
rable Demand  of  115,000/.  was  made,  firft 
by  way  of  Deficiency,  as  if  the  Produce 
of  the  Civil  Lift  Funds  were  not  fufficient  to 
make  good  the  800,000 1,  per  Annum  granted 
to  hisMajefty :  But  when  it  plainly  appeared, 
by  Examination  of  the  Officers  of  theRevenue 
at  the  Bar,  with  Several  Accounts  call'd  for 
and  deliver'd  to  the  Houfe,  that  this  Sum 
and  more  was  a&ually  /landing  out  in  Ax- 
rears,  which  would  be  foon  paid  into  the 
Exchequer,  the  Pretence  of  a  Deficiency 
was  forced  to  be  given  up,  and  this  Money 
was  in  a  manner  beg'd  by  way  of  Salvo, 
to  the  Credit  of  thofe  who  firft  demanded 
k  as  a  juft  Debt.  Nay,  for  their  Honour, 
there  is  a  Ciaufe  in  the  Aft  of  Parliament 
which  grants  it,  attefting  this  Truth,  by 
ena&ing  that  1 15^,000  /.  {hall  be  repaid  out 
of  any  Arrears  of  the  Civil-Lift,  at  his  Ma* 
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jetty's  Demife ;  and  if  we  may  believe  a 
little  Pamphlet,  *f  which  fully  explains  this 
Matter,  and  was  never  anfwer'd,  there  was 
fo  far  from  being  any  Deficiency,  that  the! 
Civil-Lift  received,  at  leaft*  a  Million  that 
Y&in 

The  farther  additional  Grants  to    the 
Civil- Lift,    under  the  Name  of  Votes  of 
Credit,  are  as  follows! 
*  In  the  Year  1726,  upon  driother  Meflage 
from  his  Majefty,  of  a  very  extraordinary 
Nature  (as  the  Protefts  of  the  Lords  fet 
forth  at  large)  there  was  an  unprecedented 
Grant  of  Money,  without  the  Limitation 
of  any  Sum,    faid  to  be  for  fecuring  the 
Tirade  and  Navigation  of  this  Kingdom,  and 
preferring  the  Peace  of  Europe ;  on  which 
Account  there  was  taken  out  of  the  annual 
Supplies  the  Sum  of  175,000/.  over  and 
above  75,000  /.  on  Account  of  the  Treaty 
with  the  Landgrave  of  Heffe-CaJJel. 

Mefla^es  from  the  Crown,   upon  thefe 
Occafions,  having  given  fome  Trouble  to 

the 
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the  Mtoifters$  a  new  Artifice  was  put  in 
Practice  the  next  Year,  by  ordering  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treafury  to  make  a  Mo- 
tion in  the  Committee  upon  the  Malt-Bill, 
for  a  Claufe  to  empower  his  Majefty  to  ap- 
ply fuch  Sums  as  fhould  be  neceflary  for  de- 
fraying the  like  Expences,  in  Jecuring  our 
Urade  and  Navigation,  and  prejertfing  the 
Peace  of  Europe;  By  Virtue  of  this  Claufe y 
the  Sum  of  250,000/.  was  taken  for  thefe 
Services,  befides  50,000  4  more  for  the 
King  of  Sweden^  upon  his  Acceffion  to  the 
Treaty  of  Hanover* 

In  the  Year  1728,  upon  another  Meflage 
from  the  Crown,  the  Sum  of  60,000  /.  was 
given  on  the  fame  Account,  for  fecuring 
our  T'radei  &c< 

The  Sum  of  93,940/.  df  the  late  Queen's 
Civil-Lift-Lottery  which  remain'd  unfute- 
fcribed  to  the  South-Sea-Company +  being  in* 
tirely  paid  off  in  the  Year  1728,  by  the 
3  5i&°°  /•  t**-  dnnwn  appropriated  for  this 
Service ;  and  there  being  an  annual  Sum  of 
16,400/.  then  remaining,  more  than  what 
anfwer'd  the  bare  Intereft  of  that  Part  of 
the  Lottery  which  was  fubferibed  into  the 

O  South* 
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South-Sea-Company  y  this  annual  Sum  df 
16,400/.  wasjudg'dto  belong  to  the  Civil- 
Lift,  according  to  the  ufual  Way  of  reafon- 
ing  upon  thefe  Occafions,  and  hath  been 
accordingly  taken ;  though  by  the  Adt  of 
the  6th  of  his  late  Majefty,  the  whole 
35,000/.  is  appropriated  for  ever,  with  the 
other  Branches  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  to- 
wards the  Payment  of  the  National  Debt. 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  enter  into  many 
other  particular  Affiftances  received  by  the 
Civil  Lift ;  as  the  Grants  of  Falls  of  Wood, 
&c.  an  Account  of  which  from  the  Year 
1715  to  June  1727  was  moved  for  by  an 
Addrefs,  in  the  Year  1728,  but  had  a  Ne- 
gative put  upon  it ;  though  it  was  repre- 
fented  that  great  Waftes  had  been  made  in 
the  Royal  Forefts  at  a  Time  when  the 
Nation  was  in  the  utmoft  Want  ef  Timber 
to  fupply  and  fupport  the  Navy. 

That  fome  of  thefe  Grants  were  not  very 
juftifiable,  feemed  to  be  allow'd  by  a  Gen- 
tleman in  great  Power,  who  observed  that 
this  Enquiry  might  be  injurious  to  fome 
who  are  dead,  but  would  be  unprofitable 
to  the  Living.    But  I  muft  beg  Leave  to 

aik 


(  >9*  ) 

ttfk  him,  whether  preventing  (he  like  for 
the  Time  to  come  would  be  of  no  Service 
to  the  Public. 

Few  Perfoqs  will  be  furprifed  at  the 
frequent  NecefBjies  of  the  Civil-Lift,  not* 
withftanding  thit  ample  Revenue,  which 
Was  fettled  on  his  late  Msgcfty,  when  they 
remember  that  no  lefs  a  Sum  than  * 
1*336*300 /•  w«3  paid  in  four  Years,  from 
March  ij2\  to  March  1725,  for  Penfions, 
Bounties,  aiyl  fecrct  Service  Money ;  which 
is  annually  above  half  the  Civil-Lift  Reve- 
nues ;  and  if  fuch  Measures  were  to  con- 
tinue, the  Geotlejnan,  who  wrote  the 
Jbort  Hi/lory  of  the  Parliament  in  1714, 
may  live  to  foe  hi*  own  Prophecy  fulfilled  j 
that  a  Land,  or  Malt-Tax*  muji  at  lajl  be 
made  an  hereditary  Revenue  for  the  Support 
of  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  the  Crown. 

After  forne  Reflections  on  the  Damage 
that  muft  accrue  by  fuch  Profufion,  to  both 
Prince  and  People,  and  even  to  Minifters 
themfelves,  as  it  induces  a  corrupt  Depend- 
ance  thro'  all  Ranks  and  Degrees  of  Men ; 
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this  Writer  proceeds  to  Votes  of  Credit,  or 
Grants  of  Money  without  any  Limitation  of 
the  Sum,  or  Specification  of  the  Services 
to  be  performed.  This  he  does  by  giving 
an  Account  of  the  annual  Supplies  to  that 
Year,  1734,  in  which  he  includes  not  only 
thefe  Votes  of  Credit,  but  the  Subfidies  to 
the  King  of  Sweden,  the  Duke  of '  Wolfenbuttle, 
the  King  of  Denmark,  and  the  Pay  of 
12,000  Hejpans  for  five  Years.  All  thefe 
Articles,  as  computed  below  (*)  amount 
to  26,735,953/.  in  the  Space  of  twelve 
Years:  Which,  upon  an  Average,  makes 
2,227,900/.  per  Annum.  And  if  to  this 
we  add  the  annual  Intereft  of  the  public 
Debt,  with  the  Sinking  Fund  (which  may 
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be  eftimated  at  about  three  Millions  and  a 
half)  together  with  the  Civil-Lift,  as  grant- 
ed to  his  prefent  Majefty,  die  making  good 
the  Deficiencies  of  old  Funds,  Intereft  of 
the  annual  Grants  in  Parliament,  and  the 
Charge  of  Collection  and  Management  of 
all  the  Duties  and  Taxes,  which  raife  thefe 
Revenues,  fince  the  Year  1721,  it  will 
hardly  be  found  to  be  lefs  than  feven  Millions 
a  Year.  A  Sum  that  muft  (hock  every  Per- 
Ion,  who  has  a  real  Concern  for  his  Coun- 
try ;  efpecially  if  Dr.  Davenant,  who  was 
uninfluenced  by  the  Prejudices  and  Paffions 
of  the  prefent  Time,  has  advanced  a  Truth, 
when  he  fays,  c  That  when  this  Kingdom 
c  fhall  be  arriv'd  at  that  Period  of  ill  Con- 
•  dudt,  as  to  pay  conftandy  five  or  fix  Mil- 
€  lions  per  Annum ,  we  may  venture  to  pro- 
i  nounce,  that  the  common  People  of 
€  England  will  be  then  as  poor  and  mife- 
'  rable  as  the  common  People  of  France 
'  were  before  the  War  $*  and  if,  as  we  have 
been  told  fince  by  an  able  Mathematician, 
whenever  Great-Britain  raifes  above  five 
Millions  in  a  Year,  the  Kingdom  would  be 
e*haufted  and  ruin'd  in  a  few  Years.    Me- 

O  3  fancholly     J[ 
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lanfcholly  indeed  1  to  think  chat  wc  annually 
run  behind-hand  two  Millions,  which  is 
above  a  fourth  Part  of  the  whole  Returns  be* 
tween  the  Crown  and  the  People.  What 
ihou'd  we  think  of  a  Merchant*  who  carried 
ba  Traffick  in  this  Manner? 

Tho*  evety  Attempt  to  obtain  it  proper 
Authority  to  examine  the  public  Accounts 
had  been  oppofed  and  defeated,  the  Author 
of  the  Inquiry  Obferves,  that  the  common 
Papers  only,  which  Were  annually  laid  be-* 
fore  the  Parliament,  were  fiifficient  to  evince 
that  there  might  have  been  fame  Savings, 
even  fince  that  frugal  iEra  of  the  Ye*r 
1 72 1.  He  inftances  in  the  following  Par«- 
ticulars: 

c  If  we  look  into  the  Papers  concerning 
-  the  Navy,  we  fhall  find  the  fame  Pnwftice, 
%  of  which  a  worthy  Patriot  complained,  with 
c  relation  to  the  Army,  in  the  Year  171 8. 
c  New  Captains,  Matters  of  Ships,  and  Lieu- 
'  tenants  are  made  at  home,  whilft  Numbers 
€  fit  for  Service  are  kept  on  Half-pay.  Of- 
€  ficers  have  been  advanced  to  higher  Pofts, 
€  and  enter  *d  on  board  for  a  very  fhort  Time, 
€  in  order  to  receive  greater  Half-pay  only ;  a 

'  Charge 
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Charge  oo  the  Kingdom,  both  for  Sea  and 
Land  Service,  that  was  formerly  very  fmali, 
when  compared  to  what  it  hath  coft  the 
Nation  in  later  Times  1 
'  The  Article  of  Contingencies,  in  moft 
Offices,  is  greatly  inhanced  beyond  what  it 
ever  was  formerly,  in  Times  of  Peace,  and 
ftems  to  be  under  no  Regulation  or  Re- 
ftraint;  though  it  amounts  to  near  77,000/. 
in  three  Offices,  fince  the  Year  1720. 
There  is  one  Article,  in  this  Account,  which 
I  believe  the  Modefty  of  the  Gentlemen 
coneern'd  would  have  fcarce  allow'd  them 
to  afk  of  Parliament,  though  the  Payment 
of  it  does  not  feera  very  juftifiaUe  without 
fuch  an  Authority  j  I  mean  the  Sum  of 
about  23,000/.  repaid  to  the  Officers  of 
the  Navy  and  V&tualling  for  the  Land- 
Tax  of  their  Salaries/ 
After  reflecting  on  the  Unreafonablencfs 
of  this,  with  refpedt  to  Country  Gentle* 
men,  who  have  no  Places,  we  eome  to  the 
Rebuildings  and  Repairs  belonging  to  the 
Admiralty,  Navy,  and  Victualling  Offices. 
Thefe,  between  1721  and  1733,  amount 
to  above  262,000/.  for  which  the  Nation    . 
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pays  5  per  Cent,  included  under  the  Head 
of  Wear  and  Tear,  all  expended  without 
any  Eftimate  laid  before  the  Parliament, 
and  at  a  Time  when  that  Branch  of  the 
public  Service  was  near  two  Millions  in 
Debt.  On  the  lame  Branch  was  charged 
the  extraordinary  Expence  of  a  Naval  Aca- 
demy, which  can  be  of  no  ufe  in  Eng- 
land, where  the  Theory  of  Navigation  is 
almoft  every  where  taught ;  but  may  in 
Time  become  an  Hofpital  of  Penfioners, 
to  the  Favourites  and  Dependents  of  thole 
in  Power. 

*  If  we  turn  (lays  my  Author)  to  the 
'  Provilions  for  the  Army,  we  (hall  find 
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of  the  Highlands  in  North  Britain  \  and 
in  the  Year  1725,  we  were  put  to  an 
Expencc  of  2500 /.  more  for  diiarming 
the  Highlanders. 
1  In  1726  the  Sum  of  7000  /.  was  paid 
f  for  repairing  Fortifications,  building  Bar- 

*  racks,  &c.  in  Scotland;  and  iince  that 
1  Time,  by  an  annual  Expencc  increafing 
'  moil  Years,  there  hath  been  paid  22,000  /. 
'  for  repairing  and  making  new  Roads,  in 
'  that  Part  of  the  Kingdom. 

c  Soon  after  the  late  Rebellion,  the  three 
'  Highland  independent  Companies  were 
c  broke,  at  the  unanimous  Requeft  of  the 
<  Nobility  and  Gentlemen  of  Nortb-Bri- 
c  tain  ;  it  being  reprefented  that  they  wete 
c  too  often  employed  by  the  Heads  of  the 
c  Clans,  who  got  the  Command  of  them 
f  by  Turns,  to  execute  private  Grudges 
c  and  Revenges  on  one  another,  to  the 
c  great    Difturbance    of    the    Peace  and 

*  Quiet  of  that  Country. 

€  The  Pay  of  thefe  Companies,  before 
'  the  Rebellion,  was  2,847/.  per  Annum; 

*  but,  in  the  Year  1726,  fix  Companies 
[  of  thefe  Forces,  which  had  been  before 
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1  rcprefented  as  Nui&nces,  were  new  raifcd 
1  at  S,72ii.  f*rJhmum-t  and  this incteafing, 
:  as  moil  other  public  Expences  do,  like 
1  Hydra's  Heads,  they  were  augmented  two 
'  Years    afterwards,  and  their  Pay    now 

■  amounts  to  9,100  A  per  Annum, 

*  Thefe  few  Inilances  of  additional  Ex- 
'  pences  in  Nortb~BHtsin  only,  with  ibme 
1  farther  Additions  to  the  Pay  of  the  Of* 
'  fleers  of  the  Garrifons  there,  have  already 

■  coft  the  Nation  above  110,000/.  a  Sum 
'  that  is  near  the  Produce  of  their  Land- 
'  Tax,  for  ten  Years,  when  it  is  one  Shil* 
1  ling  in  the  Pound. 

*  It  would  be  tedious  to  purfue  every 
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As  moft  of  thefe  Expences  were  madd 
without  any  Estimate,  or  Demand  in  Par- 
liament, and  brought  into  the  Account  of 
Services  unprovided  for,  it  is  demonstrated 
that  they  were,  in  effedt,  railing  Money 
without    the    Authority    of    Parliaments 
and  that,  tho'  they  might  feem  of  little 
Cbnfequence  in  the  Beginning,  they  were 
in  danger  of  being  increafed  to  a  burthen- 
fbme  Extravagance.     It  was  therefore  ne«* 
ceflary,  while   fuch  Applications  were  in 
their  Infancy,  to  refer  them  and  all  De-> 
mands  and  Estimates  to  a  Committee,  who 
might  compare  them  with  former  Eftablifli* 
ments,  and  ftate  and  report  the  Difference. 
If  this  had  been  done,  during  the  laft  twelve 
Years  only  of  the  late  Administration,  we 
Should  foon  be  able  to  make  fome  Judgment 
of  the  Savings  that  might  have  been  made. 
In  order  to  which*  my  Author  fays,  it  will 
be  proper  to  confider  the  Services  and  Ex* 
pences  which  were  formerly  thought  necef* 
fary,  in  Time  of  Peace. 

c  Now  thofe  who  made  the  lafgeft  AI- 
c  lowance  never  thought  of  maintaining  an 
1  Army  of  above  ten  Thoufand  Landmen,and 

I  a  Fleet    J 
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*  a  Fleet  of  about  five  thoufand  Seamen. 
€  Thefe,with  the  Ordinary  of  the  Navy,  the 
c  Ordnance,  the  Forces  at  Gibraltar,  Minor- 
€  ca>  and  the  Plantations,  Half-pay,  and  fomc* 
€  other  {mall  Articles,  include  all  the  publick 
€Expences. 

€  Whoever  will  give  himfelf  the  Trouble 
€  to  colled  and  compare  the  feveral  Efti- 
'  mates  on  thefe  Heads,  which  have  been 

*  delivered  into  Parliament  fince  the  Union, 
c  will  find  that  about  1, 025,900 £  per  Ann. 
c  will  fupport  all  thefe  Services,  if  we  only 
f  add  to  it  a  little  of  that  frugal  Manage- 
c  ment,  in  correcting  the  EJHmates  and  re- 
c  forming  Abufes,  which  was  moftftrenoufly 
f  pleaded  for  by  a  worthy  Patriot,  *  in  the 
c  Year  1 7 1 8.  This  Sum,  fbr  twelve  Years, 
c  amounts  to  1 2,3 10,800  /.  from  whence  it 
c  appears  that  the  extraordinary  Expenees,  in 
c  thefe  twelve  Years,  amount  to  above 
c  14,400,000  Pounds;  which  is  a  greater 
c  Sum  than  hath  been  raifed  upon  Land 
c  within  the  fame  Time  :' 

To  this  we  muft  add  another  grievous 
Confideration,  that  many  Millions  of  thefe 

extra- 
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extraordinary  Expences  have  been  defrayed 
out  of  that  facred  Treafure,  which  was  once 
thought  inviolably  appropriated  to  the  Pay- 
ment of  the  National  Debt. 

It  is  certain  that  the  Redudtion  of  this 
Debt  hath  been  recommended  in  the  moft 
earneft  and  pathetick  Manner  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  in  almoft  every  Speech  from 
the  Throne,  for  twenty  Years  paft,  as  a 
Point  which  deferved  their  chief  Attention, 
and  was  of  the  utmoft  Confequence  to  the 
Welfare  of  the  Kingdom. 

The  Commons  have  likewife,  in  as  many 
Addrefles,  given  the  ftrongeft  Affurances 
of  their  fix'd  Intentions  carefully  to  im- 
prove, and  religioufly  to  apply  the  Produce 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  this  wife  and  good 
End. 

I  believe  moft  Perfons  who  have  read 
thefe  Recommendations  and  Affurances,  are 
apt  to  conclude  that  many  great  Additions 
muft  have  been  made  to  the  Sinking  Fund, 
and  a  very  great  Diminution  of  the  National 
Debt ;  but  they  will  be  very  much  disap- 
pointed, when  they  look  into  the  prefent 
State  of  thefe  Matters.    To  fave  Gentlemen 
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fbmc  Trouble  on  this  Occafion,  I  fhall  fub^ 
join  an  Abftraft  of  the  feveral  Sums,  which 
have  been  taken,  from  the  finking  Fund, 
fince  the  Year  1721.  (*)  *  The 


*  Annual  Pcnfions  granted  by  his  Majefty's 
PredecefTori 


36,200 


To  complcat  his  prcfent  Majcfty's  Qvil  Lift 

»  800,000  /.  »  Year l-L \  100'000 

Produce  of  theCoal-Duty ,for  railing  1,7 50,000  J 

for  the  Service  of  the  Year  1 7  ag   ■        ■            J  7°>00* 

Surplus  of  the  Lottery-Fund*  1714*  for  rai-  1 

£ng  1 , 25 0,000  /.  for  the  Service  of  theVear  1 729  J  5°»°°9 

Eajl- India  Fund,  for  railing  1 ,200,000  L  for  5  Q 

the  Service  of  1 730                                            J  **'O0B 

Salt  Duty  for  the  Service  of  173a'  1 85,000 

The  Remainder  of  her  late  Majefty's  Civil-  >  ,    _ 

Lift  Lottery  in  the  Y«ar  1713 ~~  J  ,0,4°° 


—*^ 


Total  per  Annum  ■  495,600 

This  annual  Sum  valued,  according  to  the  Reprefentatiop, 
at  2c  Years  Purchafe,  amounts  to  twelve  Millions,  three 
hundred  and  ninety  thoufand  Pounds. 

The  following  Sums,  which  are  not  annual,  have  like- 
wife  been  taken,  at  different  Times,  from  the  Simiiug- 
Fund.  f 

Towards  Payment  of  the  Navy  Debts  in  \  m     ■£'     ^ 

7  '  y  1  ,ooo,coo 

I722 ~ — -. -r.      „        J      '  ' 

Given  the  South-Sea  Company  in  1723    ■  ■      2,000,000 

To  complcat  his  late  Majefty's  Civil- Lift  to  1 
700,000  /.  fer  Ann.  as  before  mentioned J       ™ 

It  appears  by  a  Refolution  of  the  Hoofe  oP| 
Commons  in  March  1727,  that  by  a  moft  un-  | 
heard-of  Negligence  the  whole  Revenue  ofj 
Hawkers  and  Pedlars  was  loft,  and  never  mifs'd  I  *<*«« 
either  by  the  Officers  of  the  Trcafury  or  Ex-  f  3**W» 
chequer ;  a  remarkable  Proof  of  their  great  / 
Care  in  the  Management  of  the  vaft  Revenue  j 
with  which  they  are  intrufted  by  the  Publick  f  J 

Given  for  the  Scrviqc  of  the  Year  1733  ——^—$00,000 

Total  3,680,600 
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c  The  Surplus  only  of  the  Coal-Tax 
was  the  firft  of  the  Duties,  which,  being 
made  perpetual  by  the  famous  South-Sea 
Aft,  of  the  6th  of  the  late  King,  for  the 
Payment  of  the  national  Debt  before  i  7  1 6, 
was  in  the  Year  17*7  diftinguifli'd  from 
being  any  Part  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and 
taken  for  the  current  Service  of  that 
Year. 

1  The  Parliament  having  given  way  to 
this,  upon  a  nominal  Payment,  as  to  the 
Public,  of  the  Sum  of  434,605  /.  (the 
Debt  on  this  Fund,  that  was  fubferibed 
to  the  South-Sea  Company)  the  whole 
Produce  of  this  Tax  was  taken  the  next 
Year  to  raife  one  Million,  feven  hun- 
drod  and  fifty  thou&nd  Poxmtk,  which 
may  be  truly  called  an  irredeemable  Debt  ? 
fince  it  appears  by  the  EfHmate  of  the 
Produce  of  this  Tax  delivered  into  Parlia- 
ment, that  it  is  npt  fufficient  to  pay  the 
Intereft  of  this  new  Debt  at  4/.  per 
Cent. 

'  As  Precedents  generally  improve  upon 
one  another,  foin  the  Year  1729  the  whole 
*  Surplus  of  the  Lottery  17 14,  above  what 
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Was  fufficient  to  pay  the  bare  Intertft  bnly 
of  the  Sum  fubfcribed  to  the  South-Sfa 
Company,   was  taken  for  the  Service  of 
that  Year,  and  created  another  irredeem- 
able Debt  of  one  Million,  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  Pounds* 
*  Upon  the  fliort  Relief  given  to  the  poor 
Manufa&urers  and  Labourers*  by  taking 
away  the  Salt-Duty  in  1730,  another  Ad- 
vantage was  taken  of  the  like  Nature : 
For  though  the  Salt-Tax  was  only  one  of 
the  Funds  appropriated  to  the  Payment 
of  the  Eajt-Tndia  Company*  (the  othet 
being  Part  of  the  Stamp  Duties)  yet  by 
the  never-failing  Dexterity  of  a  certain 
Gentleman    on    thefe    Occafions,      th6 
Payment  of  all  the  annual  Intereft  to  the 
faid  Company  was,  from  thence  forwards, 
directed  to  be  made  out  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  i  by  which  Means,  together  with 
the  Reduction  of  the  Company's    In- 
tereft, a  new  Fund  was  gained  of  about 
42,000/.  per  Annum ,  and  upon  the  Cre- 
dit of  it  a  new  irredeemable  Debt  of 
one    Million    two    hundred    thoufand 

.    c  Pounds 


(  2°9  ) 
Pounds  was  raifed  for   the  Service    of 

the  Year  1731. 

c  In  the  Year  1732,  the  Salt  Tax  was  re- 
vived, to  the  great  Concern  of  the  whole 
Kingdom,  and  mortgaged  for  three  Years, 
to  raife  five  hundred  thoufand  Pounds,  for 
the  Service  of  that  Year.  I  (hall  not  lay  as 
fome  do,  that  the  View  in  taking  away 
this  Duty  was  in  order  to  detach  it  from  the 
Sinking-Fund  1  but  it  mull  be  allowed  to 
be  a  very  dangerous  and  extenfive  Prece- 
dent, which  feems  to  threaten  all  the  Secu- 
rities of  the  publick  Creditors.  For  this 
Tax  now  contributes  nothing  towards  the 
Payment  of  the  Debt  for  which  it  was 
iirft  impofed. 

€  All  Difficulties,  on  this  Head,  being  now 
got  over,  it  was  no  longer  thought  neceflary 
to  proceed  by  the  way  of  diftinguiftiing 
particular  Branches  of  the  Fund  out  of  it ; 
but  a  Sum  of  five  hundred  thoufand  Pounds 
was  taken  at  once,  for  the  Service  of  the 
Year  1733,  out  of  the  Produce  of  the 
Sinking-Tund  \  and  that  I  may  conclude  with 
it,  the  twelve  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  to 

be  taken  out  of  it,  for  the  Service  of  this 

P  <  Year        i 
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c  Year  [[1734]]  will  probably  be  an  Antic*- 
€  pation  of  the  Produce  of  this  Fundi' 

The  Payment  of  Deficiencies  in  the  an- 
nual Taxes,  which  are  made  out  of  this  fame 
Fund,  come  next  under  Confideration : 
Which  leads  to  the  particular  Hardships  to 
the  People  in  general,  that  attends  the  Ap- 
plication of  this  Money  to  the  current  Ser- 
vices, and  to  the  cruel  Abfurdity  advanced 
by  the  Minifterial  Advocates,  that  the  na- 
tional Debt  was  turn'd  into  a  perpetual  An- 
nuity. This  and  fome  other  Notions,  in- 
confident  with  common  Senfe  and  com- 
mon Honefty,  that  had  been  propagated  to 
fcrve  a  particular  Turn,  induced  the  En- 
quirer to  make  the  Nature  of  the  Sin&htg- 
Fund  intelligible  to  every  Reader*  As 
his  Account  is  equally  fuccindt  and  dear, 
it  cannot  be  amifs  to  add.it  to  what  I  have 
laid  of  this  Depofit,  when  I  was  fpeaking 
of  its  Eftablifhment. 

*  The  prefent  Creditors  of  the  Publick, 

*  whofe  Properties  conftitute  the  national 
€  Debt,  lent  their  Money  at  diverfe  Times 
c  upon  the  Faith  of  particular  Adts  of  Par- 

*  liament,   which   impofed   feveral  Taxes 

€for 
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*  for  the  Repayment  of  thefr  Principal  and 
Intereft ;  fuch  a&  Soap,  Candles,  Stamp- 
Duties,    Excife,    Subfidies,  &c.     Every 
Lender  had  one  or  more  Order  and  Tally, 
payable  at  the  Exchequer  in  Courte*  as  they 
were  number'd*  out  of  the  Produce  of 
thefe  Taies ;  fome  of  which  wfere  to  con- 
tinue till  the  Money  borrowed  upon  them 
was  repaid*  and  in  fome  Cafes,  as  in  moft 
of  the  Lotteries,  there  was  what  we  now 
call  a  Sinking-Fund  included  in  the  Aft  of" 
Parliament  itfelf,  by  the  Computation  of 
an  annual  Sum  y  ftifficient  to  pay  the  Princi- 
pal and  Intereft  of  the  Money  borrowed  in 
&  certain  Time.  In  fuch  Cafes*  the  Parlia- 
ment always  bouhd  themfelves  by  the 
ftrongeft  Claufcs,  inferted  in  the  Aft,  to 
make  good  any  Deficiencies  of  thefe  an- 
nual Sums  out  of  the  next  Aids  in  Parlia- 
ment, that  the  Creditor  might*in  all  Events, 
be  fecure  of  his  Repayment  $  and  the  Mo- 
neys it  came  into  the  Exchequer,  was  re**. 
ferved  there  till  the  Creditor  calFd  for  it ; 
all  the  Officers  of  the  Exchequer  being  fub^ 
jeft  to  the  fevereft  Penalties,  in  cafe  of  any 
Mifapplication*    *  *<^r*X 
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€  The  great  Advantages  of  this  Method  to 
the  Publick,  as  well  as  the  Creditor,  muflr 
be  immediately  feen.   Every  500  /.  or  lefs 
Sum,  being  fet  off  for  Payment,  as  it  came 
into  the  Exchequer  1  the  Intereft  then  ceas'd  y 
nor  was  a  Million  of  Money  paid  off  at  once, 
and  fent  to  Market  for  the  Advantage  of 
Stock-jobbers,  and  to  the  Lofs  of  the  poor 
Creditor,  as  it  is  at  prefent;  but  he  could 
judge  before-hand  about  what  Time  he 
fhould  receive  his  Money,  which  enabled 
him  to  make  Provifion  for  putting  it  out 
again  to  Intereft,  in  die  fame  Manner  as 
Perfons  now  do, who  lend  their  Money  on 
the  Land-Tax ;  for  there  is  no  Difference 
between  thefe  and  the  others,  but  in  the 
Time  of  the  Repayment  of  their  Money. 
*  This  was  formerly  the  Cafe  of  all  the- 
public  Creditors,  except  the  Annuitants, 
whofe  Principal  was  to  be  funk  at  the 
End  of  a  certain  Term  of  Years :  And 
though  they  were  deluded  with  the  Hopes 
of  great   imaginary  Advantages  to  fub- 
fcribe  their  Debts  into  the  Soutb-Sea  Com- 
pany, upon   the  Credit  of  that  famous 
A6t,  which  may  be  called  the  great  Char- 

'  ter 
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tcr  of  national  Faith  between  the  Public  and 
their  Creditors  ;  yet  I  can  anfvver  for  my 
felf  and  many  others,  that  we  were  very 
far  from  intending,  by  that  Subfcription,  to 
give  up,  or  in  the  leaft  to  weaken,  the 
Right  we  had  to  our  Securities,  by  virtue 
of  thofe  particular  A6ts  of  Parliament, 
on  the  Credit  of  which  we  originally  lent 
our  Money.  On  the  contrary,  we  had 
Reafon  to  hope  that  our  Properties  would 
receive  a  new  Security  by  this  Incorpo- 
ration, according  to  the  common  Maxim, 
vis  unit  a  fortior ;  nay,  in  order  to  give 
the  Creditors  this  Satisfaction,  the  fevc- 
ral  A£ks  of  Parliament,  on  which  their 
Debts  are  founded,  are  recited  in  the 
Swtb-Sea  Adt,  and  made  perpetual,  to 
render  their  Repayment  more  certain. 
The  whole  Produce  of  all  the  Taxes  fo 
mentioned,  is  plainly  appropriated  to  its 
former  Ufes,  the  "Payment  of  the  na- 
tional Debt,  contracted  before  Cbrijimas 
1 7 1 6,  and  to  no  other  Ufe  whatfoevcr  j" 
as  appears  by  the  whole  Tenour  of  the 
'  Ad,  and  many  exprefe  Claufes  in  it. 

P  3  '  Vu* 
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*  The  Surplus  of  thcfc  Taxes,  after  tin 

*  Intereft  of  the  Debt  is  paid,  conititutes 
'  the  Sinking  Fund*   which  is  commonly 

*  diftinguiflied  under  three  Heads^-the  Ag- 
'  gf'grt't  ^c  Sevtb-Sfa,  and  the  General 
'  Fund-,  with  ibme  Additions,  which  it  re-, 

*  ceives  from  the  '  Aft  of  the  7th  of  the 
1  late  Queen,  for  enlarging  the  Capital  of 

*  the  Bank,  and  the  lath  of  the  fame 
'  Reign,  for  raiting  1,200,000/.  for  pub- 
'  lie  Ufes.  Thefe  laft  Acta  are  reinforced, 
'  and  fome  few  Duties  more  added  to  the 

*  Fund,  by  the  Act  of  the  ift  of  his  late 
'  Majefty,  which  cikbHfhes  the  aggregate 
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Mortgage  on  any  of  the  Taxes,  by  an 
Order  and  Tally,  in  his  own  Pofleffion  j  as 
the  Creditors  on  the  Land-Tax  now  have, 
c  I  believe  no-body  thinks  that  it  would 
be  for  the  public  Utility  to  apply  all  the 
Money,  more  than  what  is  fufHcient  to 
pay  the  Intereft  on  thefc  Loans,  to  any 
other  Ufe ;  and  when  we  read,  in  Adts 
of  Parliament,  that  any  Surplufles  are  re- 
ferved  for  the  Difpofition  of  Parliament, 
the  Meaning  is  Surplufles  after  the  Prin~ 
cipal  and  Intereft  of  the  Debt  are  paid,  or 
any  Surplus  exceeding  the  annual  Sum  ap- 
propriated by  Parliament  for  the  Payment 
of  the  Sum  borrowed  in  any  certain  Num- 
ber of  Years,  as  before-mentiofoed,  ThQ 
like  Claufe  in  any  A<ft  of  Parliament,  fince 
the  Subscription  of  the  public  Debt  to  the 
Soutb-Sea  Company,  can  have  no  other 
Meaning  and  Intention  than  to  give  the 
ParliamentaPower  ofapplying  the  Sinking-* 

9  • 

Fund  to  die  Payment  of  any  of  the  national 
Debts  contracted  before  171 6,  which  they 
fhall  judge  moft  proper  and  convenient. 
€  But  let  us  fuppofe  that,  in  drawing  an 
Adt  of  fuch  Length  and  Variety  as  the 
'  Soutb-Sea  Aft,  there  fhould  be  any  do\\fefc- 

P  4  \*fc 
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ful  ExprelTions,  which  may  by  corrupt 

and  litigious  Lawyers  be  conftrued  to  the 

Di&dvantage    of  the  public  Creditors; 

'  they  mull,    in  this  Cafe,    rely  on  the 

:  Honour     and     JufUce    of    Parliament, 

:  whofe    Protection    they    have    merited 

1  in  an  eipecial  Manner,  by   fubferibing 

1  their  Eftates  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Pub- 

'  lie,  in  order  to  promote  the  more  ipeedy 

1  Payment  of  the  national  Debt.     It  is  not 

'  therefore  to  be  prefumed,  that  the  Legifla- 

4  ture  will  countenance  any  Infinuations, 

'  as  if  the  public  Creditors  had  now  a  lels 

1  Security  than  they  had  formerly  for  the 

Repayment  of  their  Principal ;   fince  fuch 

Doctrines  ftrikc  at  \hz  Foundation  of  na- 
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larks  of  Life,  and  endanger  the  Lofs  of 
many  beneficial  Branches  of  Trade,  by 
difabling  our  Manufacturers  to  work 
as  cheap  as  other  Nations.  Befldes, 
a  long  Continuance  of  them  may  tempt 
fome  bold  and  ambitious  Prince,  who 
may  hereafter  arife,  to  fieze  fo  great  and 
tempting  a  Revenue,  already  fettled  and 
colleded  by  Law  j  which  would  make 
the  Liberties  of  the  Kingdom  an  eafy 
Prey.  No  Lover  of  his  Country  caa 
therefore  be  too  earneft  in  his  Defires  tp 
fee  the  Abolition  of  them  ;  nor  can  any 
Man  defcrve  better  than  by  a  Zeal  and 
Firmnefs  in  purfuing  this  true  Intereft 
of  the  Public. 

€  It  is  Encouragement  enough  for  Gen* 

tlemen  to  do  this,  when  they  confidcr 

that  every  Sum,  applied  to  the  Payment 

of  the  public  Debt,  contributes  fomething 

to  their  Relief.      Let  us  fuppofe,  for  In* 

fiance,  one  Million  paid  off.     This  Sum 

is  not  only  a  Gain  to  the  Nation  of  forty 

thoufand  Peunds  a  Year ;  but  it  is  daily 

increafing  by  compound  Intereft.    Where* 

,  when  the  fame  Sum  is  otherwife  ap» 

.'ply'd,     d 


'  ply'd,    it  creates  a  new  Debt  of  forty 
*  thoufand  Pounds  a  Year. 

L. 

He  then  fhews  the  Difference  between 
taking  the  Sinking-Fund,  and  thereby  con- 
trading  irredeemable  Debts,  and  raifing 
Money  by  new  Taxes ;  the  Improbability 
that  any  Minifter,  while  the  People  were  not 
convinced  of  any  urgent  Ncceflity  for  fuch 
very  large  Supplies,  would  have  had  the 
Refolution  to  raife  them  by  new  Taxes ; 
the  Hardships  that  would  accrue  to  the  old 
Creditors  of  the  Public,  if  the  Government 
fliould  be  obliged  to  contract  new  Debts 
at  a  higher  Intereft  than  it  paid  thefe  old 
Creditors ;  fets  forth  the  dangerous  Confe- 
quences  that  attend  any  Invafion  of  Property^ 
which  he  calls  the  Eflence  of  a  free  Govern- 
ment ;  and  inftances  in  the  Cafe  of  StOeden^ 
where  the  College  of  Reduction  and  Liqui- 
dation, eftablifhed  for  relieving  theNecef- 
fities  of  the  Government,  and  difcharglng 
the  vaft  Debts  contrafted  in  the  War,  oc- 
cafioned  the  Deftru6tion  of  Property  in  the 
People,  and  the  Ruin  of  Liberty. ■  Cer- 
tainly fuch  Refledticns  can  never  be  unfea* 

nable,    when  the  fame    Meafures    are 

thought 
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thought  to  be'  purfuing,  or  the  Hiftory  of 
Meafures  fufpedted  to  be  the  fame  is  re- 
lating. 

Will  not  every  Reader  be  furprifed,  when 
he  confiders  the  prefent  Largenefs  of  the 
publick  Debt,  and  looks  over  the  Scheme 
fubjoin'd,  which  fhews  what  Progrefs  the 
Sinking-Fund  would  have  made  in  leflening 
that  Debt, in  cafe  it  had  been  applied  to  that 
Service,  and  that  only  according  to  the  ori- 
ginal Intention  ?*  This  Scheme  extends  only 

to 

■  ■  i  ■  i   ■■    i       ■       ii  i         ■     ■  * 

*  The  annual  Sum  of  36,200/.  for  former1 
Pen£ons,from  Michaelmas  1 720  to  the  24th  of  I         ~ 
June  1 727,  reckoning  Intereft  at  5  /.  per  Cent.  I     ,&' ^^ 
and  from  the  24th  of  Jmu  1727,  to  Cbriftmas  f    p*5»°°^ 
?733t reckoning  Intereft  at  \Lper  Cent,  would 
have  paid  ofFa  Debt  of  — ., 

The  1 00,000  /.  **r</Sjv*.Surplus,from  the  24th  1 
if  June  1 727, to Cbriftmas  1 73  ?,at  4 1  per Cent.  >    725,900 
would  have  paid  off  a  Debt  of—  ■  J 

The  16,400/.  per  jinn,  remaining  of  the*} 
Queen's  Civil- Lift  Lottery  in  1713,  from  the  >     98,700 
24th  of  June  1728  to  the  fame  Time,  ■■  J 

in  Part  of  the  Million  towards  f avment  of" 
the  Navy-Deljt,  290,900  /.  from  the  24th  of 
June  1722,  to  the  24th  of  June  1727,  at  5  /.  ^    479/X* 
per  Cent,  and  from  thence  to  Cbriftmas  1733, 
at  4/.  per  Cent,  would  have  paid  off  a  frcpt  of. 

The  two  Millions  given  to  theSe*tb-S*a  Com- 1 

fany,  for  the  fame  Time,  at  the  fame  Rate  of  >  3,2931600 
ntereft,  would  have  paid  off  — J 

The  144,000/.  taken  at  different  Times  from  1 
the  Sinking-Fun**,  reckoning  it  at  a  Medium  of  7  V    1 89*400 
Years,  at  4  /.  per  Cent,  would  have  paid  off  —  J 


o*tx  —  S  A^  J** 
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to  the  twelve  Years,  enquired  into  by  the 
Author  I  have  been  fo  much  obliged  to : 
What  is  farther  neceflary,  I  mail  confider 
towards  the  End  of  the  Section. 

It  appears,  as  every  one  muft  obferve, 
that  if  the  frugal  Meafures  beforemen- 
tioned  had  been  purfued,  there  might  have 
been  paid  off  by  thefe  Savings,  at  Chrijlmas 
j  73  3,  near  twenty-four  Millions  more 
than  have  been. 

'  It  will  now,  I  believe,  fays  my  Author, 
'  be  very  acceptable  to  the  Reader,  to  fee 
'  what  Sum  would  have  remained  unpaid  of 
'  the  national  Debt  zxCbrtftmas  1733, in  cafe 
'  the  foregoing  Sums,  with  the  Produce  of 
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been  apply'd  to  this  Service,  and  no  new' 
Debts  had  been  contracted. 
1  The  Account  of  the  Debt,   delivered ' 
to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  the  14th  of 
March  1 71 6,  amounts  to  46,6 1 3 , 1 00  /.  and 
there  then  remain'd  unpaid  of  the  Navy 
Debt  709,096 /.     Thefe  Sums  make*  to-' 
gethernear  forty  feven  Millions,  three  hun-' 
dred  twenty  two  thoufand,  two  hundred/ 
Pounds.  * 

c  But,  by  an  unparallel'd  Management  of' 
the  publick  Money,  the  Arrears  due  to  the 
Army  were  made  to  amount  to  above  two  * 
Millions ;  which  was  fo  furprifing  to  the ' 
Houfe  of  Commons,  that  a  Motion  was 
made  in  April  1721,  to  inquire  by  what1 
extraordinary  Means  fuch  a  vaft  Debt  was 
iix'd  on  the  Kingdom ;  but,  like  all  Mo- 
tions  of  that  Kind,    had  a  Negative  put 
upon  it.  This,  with  the  Navy  Debt,  and 
fome  other  Articles  due  before  1716,  but 
not  included  in  the  Account  from  the  Ex- 
chequer before-mentioned,  made  the  Na- 
tional Debt  at  Ckriftmas  17 16,  to  be  gene- 
rally computed  at  Fifty-one  Millions ;  and, 
to  obviate  all  Difpute?,  I  (hall  add  to  it  the 
Sum  of  3,123,000/.  allowed  to  the  long 

1  sxA 
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*  and  fliort  Annuitants,  on  the  Subfcfip 
c  tion  of  their  Debts  to  the  Soutb-Sea-Com~ 
'  pony ;  and  then  the  Debt  will  ftand  as 
c  below.  (*) 

'  It  is  thus  evident,  that  by  a  wife  and  fra-* 
c  gal  Management  (the  only  Mine  left  us) 
'  and  without  railing  any  more  Money  on  the 
'  People  than  what  they  have  actually  paid 
Mince  the  Year  172 1,  the  national  Debt 
'  might  have  been  reduced,  at  Cbrijimas 
ci733>  to  16,185,400/. 

c  I  believe  no-body,  who  hath  the  leaft 
c  Concern  for  the  Happinefs*  I  may  fay,  the 
c  Safety  of  himfelf  and  his  Family,  can  turn 
c  his  Eyes  from  this  agreeable  Proipedt  to 
c  what  was  really  our  Cafe  at  that  Time, 

c  without 


iMk 


•  The  National  Debt  on  the  24th  of  Die.  J 

1716, }$4."3*xk> 

There  hath  been  paid  off  in  Part  of  this 
Debt,  from  Chrifimas  1716  to  Cbrt/huuh&, 
by  the  Produce  of  the  Funds  themfelves,  or  ^  14,200,000 
by  the  Sinking  Fund,   (not  to  trouble  the 
Reader  with  minute  Particulars)  above- 

Produce  of  the  feveral  Exceedings  before-  >  r 

mentioned — }  *W7.<*» 

37>937»6oo 
Remains— 16,185,400 
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c  without  feeling  the  moil  fenfible  Grief  and 
c  Indignation.-f- 

Inftead  of  near  twenty  four,  little  more 
than  four  Millions  were  paid  off  during 
that  Period;  and  the  remaining  Debt,  in- 
ftead of  fixteen,  flood  then  at  fifty  Millions. 

I  have  now  done  with  a  Piece,  which  I 
could  have  wifh'd,  as  well  for  the  Reader's 
more  exaft  Information,  as  for  my  own 
Eafe,  had  been  continued  to  the  Year  1742. 
That  Deficiency  I  am  next  to  fupply,  from 
the  Eftimates  and  Grants  of  the  feveral 
Years,  and  the  Publick  Writings  upon  them. 

For  the  Service  of  the  Year  1734  were 
voted  20,000  Seamen,  at  the  ufual  Rate  of 
4/.  per  Month  each  Man,  all  Charges  in- 
cluded, and  allowing  13  Months  to  the 
Year:  Which  makes  the  Expence  of  the 
Fleet  this  Year  amount  to  1,040,000  Pounds, 
The  Charge  of  Land  Forces  for  Guards 

and 

f  By  an  Account  delivered  to  the  Houfifl  *> 

of  Lords,    in   February  laft,  (fuppofing  the  I  ^ 

Payment  of  the  Million  to  the  South- Sea-  >  47,306,600 
Company  to  have  been  compleated)  the  prefent  I 

Debt  is J 

The  Civil- Lift  Debt 1, 000,000 

The  Navy  Debt,  on  the  31ft  of  Dec.  1733—1,713,900 
National  Debts  on  the  31ft  of  Dec.  1733 —  50,020^0 


1 
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and  Garrifons  the  fame  Year,  amounts  to 
851,426/.  which  is  35,106/.  more  than  the 
Year  before.  Befides  this,  1,200,000/,  was 
granted  out  of  the  Sinking-Fund \  towards 
paying  off  the  Debt  of  the  Navy ;  and  an 
equal  Sum  out  of  the  fame  facred  Depofo 
was  voted  in  this  very  Scffion  £the  laft  of 
the  firft  Parliament  of  his  prefent  Majefty7 
upon  a  Meflagp  from  the  Crown  to  enable 
bis  Majejly  to  make  Juch  Augmentation  of 
bis  Forces,  by  Sea  and  Land,  as  bis  Majejiy 
in  bis  great  Wifdom  Jhould  judge  necejjary, 
and  to  concert  fucb  Meafures  as  the  Exigency 
of  Affairs  Jhould  require.  It  is  very  re- 
markable, that  in  the  King's  Speech  at  the 
Opening  of  this  Seffion,  his  Majefty  de- 
clared, that  he  was  no  way  engaged  in  the 
War  ivlich  was  begun  and  carried  on  againft 
the  Emperor,  and  had  no  Party  except  by  his 
good  Offices,  in  thofe  TranfaSlions,  which  had 
been  declared  to  be  the  principal  Caufes  and 
Motives  of  it.  Yet  the  Neceffity  of  aug- 
menting our  Forces,  on  Account  of  this 
War,  in  which  we  had  no  Fart,  was  the 
fole  Argument  for  the  Incrcafing  of  the 
Supplies  to  about  800,000/.  more  this  Yeir 

than 
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than  the  laft  :  To  which  if  we  add  the 
1,200,000 1,  taken  from  the  Sinking-Fund, 
the  enhanced  Charge  appears  to  be  above 
two  Millions. 

Were  we  to  enter  into  all  the  other  ex- 
traordinary Steps  of  this  Seffion  of  Parlia- 
ment (as  they  were  then  deem'd)  I  fhould 
fwell  this  Article  beyond  due  Proportion. 
The  great  Number  of  Protefts  entered  by 
the  patriot  Lords,  and  which  are  to  be 
found  in  the  Collections  for  the  Year,  will 
not  only  fhew  what  Meafures  of  the  Mi- 
niftry  were  difapproved,  but  the  Reafbn 
of  this  Difapprobation.  I  (hall  give  Ex- 
tracts from  only  two  of  them,  one  on  the 
Addrefs  to  his  Majefty, €  That  he  would  aug- 
c  ment  his  Forces,  and  concert  fuch  Meafures 
c  as  in  his  great  Wifdom  fhould  feem  meet  ;' 
the  other  on  the  A<ft  to  c  apply  1 ,200,000  L 
€  out  of  the  Sinking-Fund  to  the  current 
\  Service ;'  both  which  belong  immediately 
to  my  Subjedt. 

With  regard  to  the  Firft,  their  Lord- 
fhips,  among  other  Reafons,  diflent,  f  Be- 
c  caufe  they  conceive,  an  Addrefs  of  thi9 
'  Kind,  impowering   the  Crown   to  raifc 


) 


(   226  ) 

Men  and  Money,  without  fpecifying  the 
Number  or  the  Sum,  is  unwarranted 
by  any  Precedent,  and  of  the  moft  danger- 
ous Confequence.  —  Becaufe  the  Hiftory 
of  many  Countries,  formerly  free,  fur- 
nifhes  us  with  many  fatal  Examples  of 
the  Abufe  of  fuch  unlimited  PQwers, 
whenever  the  States  *  of  thofe  Countries 
have  transferred  the  lcgiflative  Authority 
of  railing  Money  from  themfelves,  by  an 
ill-placed  Confidence,  into  the  Hands  of 
a  Few  :m  ■■■  Becaufe,  though  they  have 
all  poffible  Confidence  in  his  Majcfty's 
Wifdom  and  Juftice,  and  all  imaginable 
Zeal  for  the  Honour  and  Support  of  his 
Perfon  and  Government,  they  cannot  ap- 
prove of  a  Meflage,  which,  they  are  per- 
fuaded,  was  both  formed  and  advifed  by 
the  feme  Minifters,  in  whom  thofe  ex- 
tenfive  and  difcretionary  Powers  are  lodged 
by  this  Addrefs  -y  and  they  fee  no  Reafon, 
by  any  Experience  of  their  pajl  Oeconamy, 
to  truft  them  with  the  arbitrary  Difpofal 

'of 
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of  an   unlimited    Sum j    and    as  tittle 
Reafon,  from   the  Succefs  of  their  for* 

mer  Alliances  y  to  give  any  Approbation 

« 

to  pajl  Treaties,  which  have  never  been 
communicated  to  this  Houfe,  or  a  pre- 
vious Sanftion  of  any  future  Treaties  they 
(hall  contra&j  efpdcialty  fince,  by  their 
Multiplicity,  they  have  involved  the  Na- 
tion in  Engagements  with  divers  foreign 
Powers,  inconfiftent  (as  their  Lordftiips 
conceive)  with  one  another,  and  in  fo 
great  Variety,  they  can  by  no  Means  be 
fure,  that  the  beft  will  be  fingled  but  to 
be  fulfilled/ 
The  Reafons  alledged  by  their  Lord- 
fhips  againft  the  Second  are,  *  That  the  tak- 
c  ing  away,  in  this  Manner,  the  whole  Pto- 
c  duce  of  the  Sinking-Fund,  has  a  Tendency 
c  to  the  Deftru&ion  of  parliamentary  Credit 
€  and  national  Faith,  and  is  the  more  dan - 
c  gerous  in  its  Confequences,  as  it  is  founded 
€  onaDodtrine  newly  hid  down,  that  the  Pro- 
€  prietors  of  all  the  Debts  fubfefibed  to  the 
€  South-Sea  Company  have  no  Right  to  their 
c  Principal  Money,  but  only  to  an  Annuity 
*  of  4  I.  per  Cent. That  they  look  up- 
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on  this  Proceeding  to  be  contrary  to  the 
Contract,  underftood  to  have  been  made 
between  the  Public  and  thofe  Creditors 
who  confented  to  the  Redudkion  of  their 

* 

Intereft,  in  Confidence  that  their  Principal 
and  remaining  Intereft  would  be  thereby 
better  fecured  :  ■■  ■  That  the  appropriat- 
ing Claufe  in  this  Adt  is,  in  effeft,  an 
Unappropriation  of  all  the  Money  that  has 
been  raifed  this  Year,  and  puts  it  in  the 
-Power  of  a  Minifter  to  divert  any  of  the 
Supplies  to  whatever  Purpofe  he  thinks 
fit :  ■  That  this  Method  of  unappro- 
priating  Money,  raifed  for  particular 
Ufes,  fruftrates  and  eludes  the  Wifdom 
and  Caution  of  Parliament,  in  the  original 
Grant  of  thefe  Monies,  which  is  always 
in  Confequencc  of  Eftimates  laid  before 
the  other  Houfe,  and  for  Services  ipeci- 
fied :  ■  That  this  Claufe  gives  Mini- 
fters  fuch  a  Latitude  to  embezzle  or  mis- 
apply the  public  Money,  as  their  Lord- 
(hips  apprehend  to  be  of  the  moft  danger- 
ous Confequence;  for  the  Accounts,  if 
any,  given  afterwards  of  the  Diipofal  of 
fuch  Sums,  may  be  impoflible  to  be  dif- 

'  proved, 
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proved,  though  impoffible  to  be  credited : 
That  they  conceive  this  Precedent  to 
be  more  dangerous  at  the  End  of  a  Parlia- 
ment, and  may  be  fbllow'd  fatally  for  our 
Liberties  at  the  Conclufion  of  future  Par- 
liaments; for  they  have  little  Reafon  to  be 
fure,  and  as  little  to  hope,  that  future  Par- 
liaments will  be  like  this,  unbiajed,  uncor- 
rupt,  uninfluenced \  by  the  great  Number  of 
c  Employments  they  enjoy/ 

All  the  public  Writings  on  the  Country 
Side  were  very  free  at  this  Time  on  the 
fame  Subjeft :  And  indeed  great  Reafon 
did  there  feem  for  it;  for  by  a  State  of  the' 
national  Debt,  published  the  next  Year,  k 
appeared  to  be  735,610/.  on  the  31ft  of 
December  1734,  more  than  on  the  31ft  of 
December  1733. 

.  For  the  Service  of  the  Year  1735,  the 
Army  was  increafed  from  17,704  Men,  to 
*5i744  Men,  and  the  Supply  for  defray- 
ing die  Charge  of  them,  together  with 
the  Garrifons  abroad  and  Plantations,  ad- 
vanced from  851,425/.  to  1,010,239/. 
no  lefs  than  158,814/.  Difference,  The 
fame  Year  there  was  an  Addition  of  10,000 

"        Q~3     ■  **■ 
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Seamen,  which  added  to  the  national  Ex- 
pence  520,000  /.  a  Million  was  taken  from 
the  Sinking-Fund ;  and  the  Salt  Tax,  which 
in  1734  had  been  mortgaged  for  eight  Years 
to  raife  a  Million,  was  again,  in  1735,  an- 
ticipated four  Years  more,  to  raife  half 
that  Sum.  In  fliort,  if  we  view  only 
the  Supplies  of  thcfe  two  Years,  we  (hall 
fee  a  great  Improvement  upon  thofe  that 
preceeded  them,,  the  Account  ftanding 
thus : 

For  the  Year  1733,  Salt-Tax]      -  ; 

and  Sinking-Fund  included  J  3  "     ' 

For  the  Year  1734,  the  feme)     , 

included  J4,65<W/. 

I  fhould  not  omit,  that  out  of  the  latter  a 
Subfidy  was  paid  to  Denmark  of  56,250  /. 
as  flipulated  by  Treaty. 

The  next  Year  (thfc  War,  in  which  we 
had  never  intermeddled,  being  over)  only 
15,000  Seamen  were  allowed,  and  the 
Army  was  again  reduced  to  17,704  Men. 
?n  f737  &e  Land  Forces  were  the  fame, 

and  the  Seamen  were  reduced  to  *  o,©oo. 

As 
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As  thefe,  in  Comparifon  with  the  Pro- 
ceeding, may  be  looked  upon  as  two  fav- 
ing  Years,  and  as  in  the  next  our  Complaints 
againft  Spain  might  make  an  additional 
Expcnce  in  the  Fleet  neceflary,  I  (hall  not 
here  make  any  Remarks  on  either  of  them. 
In  1739  we  engaged  in  adhial  Hoftilities 
with  Spain,  which  will  be  confidered  in  ano- 
ther Place :  For  the  neceflary  Ex*peiices  of 
that  War,  if  they  had  been  properly  and 
effectually  applied,  were  what  no  Briton 
would  or  ought  to  have  complained  of,  as 
it  was  entered  into  at  almoft  the  unanimous 
Confent  of  the  Nation.  And  the  Frugali- 
ty in  other  Articles  was  fo  much  of  a 
Piece  with  what  has  been  already  (pedfied, 
that  it  is  needlefs  to  run  through  every  re- 
fpe&ive  Yean  I  fhall  clofe  this  Article 
therefore,  relating  to  Money  Affairs,  with  a 
Quotation  from  the  Author  of  the  excellent 
DiJJertatkn  on  Parties,  where  is  the  follow- 
ing Pidture  of  our  new  Conftitution. 
•        _  _ 

c  The  nett  Revenue  of  the  Crown,  at 
€  the  Abdication  of  King  James,  amounted 
c  to  fomewhat  more  than  two  Millions, 
'  without  Land  or  Malt-Tax,  and  a  Mul- 
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titude  of  grievous  Impofitions  and  Excites, 
fince  heaped   upon  the   Nation.      This 
might  have  been  fo  increafed,  as  to  an- 
fwer  annually  the  great  annual  Expences 
in  which  we  foon  after  engaged.     In  this 
Cafe,  the  People  would  not  have  borne  fo 
great  a  Burthen  as  they  did  in  the  Courfe 
of  the  two  following  Wars ;  at  the  End 
of  which  they  would  have  been  almoft 
rid  of  their  Load,  inftead  of  crouching 
under  a  Debt  of  50  Millions.     How  this 
came  to  be  then  neglefted  is  uncertain  ; 
however,  we  began  to  borrow  at   high 
Intereft,  to  anticipate  and  mortgage,  im*- 
mediately  after  the  Revolution,  and  having 
once  begun  we  were  forced  to  proceed  in 
the  fame  Manner  thro'  two  mighty  Wars. 
Formerly  the  whole  Expence  of  the  State 
was  borne   by  the  Crown,    and  when 
it    grew   too    great    for    the  Revenue, 
the  People  aided  the  Crown,    if  they 
approved  the  Occafions,     Thefe  Grants 
were  properly  Aids,   no  more;  for  the 
Revenue  of  the  Crown  was  engaged  in 
the  firft  Place,   and  therefore  it  feem'd 
reafonable  the  Crown  fhould  have  the  &* 

vying 
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vying  and  Management  of  thefe  Aids,  as 
well  as  of  the  ftanding  Revenue.  But  in 
this,  as  in  other  Cafes,  when  the  Reafon 
of  the  Thing  ceafed,  the  Thing  continu- 
ed. A  feparate  private  Revenue,  or  Civile 
Lift y  was  affigned ;  and  our  Kings,  ever 
iince,  inftead  of  contributing  moft,  have 
contributed  nothing  to  the  Public  Charge ; 
and  the  People,  inftead  of  giving  occa- 
fional  Aids  to  the  Crown,  take  upon  them- 
felves  the  whole  Load  of  the  annual  Ex- 
pence,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  and 
ftand  obliged  to  make  good  all  Deficien- 
cies, tho*  they  have  no  Share  in  the  Ma- 
nagement of  the  Revenue.  Our  Kings, 
fince  the  Eftablifhment  of  the  Civil-Lift, 
receive  a  Kind  of  Rent-Charge  out  of  the 
publick  Eftate ;  at  leaft,  as  it  hath  been 
fettled  for  Life  on  our  moft  gracious  Mo- 
narch. If  the  Funds  appropriated  produce 
double  that immenfe  Revenue  of  800,000 /. 
a  Year,  the  whole  is  his,  without  Account ; 
but  if  they  fail,  the  entire  national  Fund 
is  engaged  to  make  up  the  Difference; 
yet  are  our  Kings  trufted  with  the  entire 
'  Management  of  the  Publick  Eftate. 
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c  Now  this  new  Settlement,  which  ap- 
pears abfurd  in  Speculation,  how  wife  fo- 
ever  it  may  have  been  thought  contrived 
for   Pra&ice,  hath   had  this  evident  and 
inevitable    Confequence.      As   we    have 
annually  increafed    our  Funds   and  our 
Taxes,  we  have  annually  increafed  the 
Power  of  the  Crown ;  and  thefe  Funds 
and  Taxes    being  eftablifti'd   and    laid 
for  Perpetuity,  or  for  Terms  equivalent 
to  Perpetuity,  in  the  Senfe  here  intended, 
this'  Increafe  of  Power   muft   not  only 
continue,  but  flili   increafe,    as  long  as 
this  Syftem  of  Oeconomy  fubfiffe.     How 
this  Increafe  of  Power  arifes  from  the  In- 
creafe of  Funds  and  Taxes,  and  the  In- 
fluence of  the  Crown  grows,  in  Propor- 
tion to  the  Burthen  of  the  People,  hea- 
vier, hath  been  explain'd  fo  much  in  the 
Debates  on  a  late  deteftable  Occafion,  * 
that  much  lefs  needs  to   be  faid  on  the 
Subject  here.      If  we  confider,    in  the 
Increafe  of  Taxes,  nothing  more  than  the 
Increafe  of  Officers  firfl,  by  which  a  vaft 

c  Number 
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Number  of  new  Dependents  on  the 
Crown  are  created  in  every  Part  of  the 
Kingdom  ;  (Dependents  as  numerous, 
and  certainly  more  prevalent,  than  all  the 
Tenants  and  Wards  of  the  Crown  were 
anciently  ;)  and  fecondly,  the  Powers  gi- 
ven to  the  Treafury,  and  other  inferior 
Officers,  on  Account  of  thefe  Taxes, 
which  are  at  lead  as  great  and  as  grievous, 
in  this  free  Goverment  of  ours,  as  any  that 
are  exercifed  in  the  moft  arbitrary  Govern- 
ments, on  the  fame  Occafions ;  if  we  con- 
fider  this  alone,  we  fhall  find  Reafon 
fufficient  to  conclude,  that  although  the 
Power  of  Prerogative  was  more  open 
and  more  noify  in  its  Operations,  yet  the 
Power  thus  acquired  is  more  real,  and  may 
prove  more  dangerous  for  this  very  Rea- 
fon, becaufe  it  is  more  cover'd  and 
more  filent.  That  Men  began  to  fee, 
very  foon  after  the  Revolution,  the  Dan- 
ger arifing  from  hence  to  our  Confuta- 
tion, as  I  faid  above,  is  moft  certain. 
No  lefs  than  feven  Afts  were  made,  in 
King  William's  Reign,  to  prevent  undue 
Influences  on  Elections ;  and  one  of  the 
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A&s,  *  as  I  remember,  for  I  have  it  not 
before  me,  is  grounded  on  this  Fad:, 
that  the  Officers  of  the  Excife  had  fre- 
quently,  by  Threats  and  Promifes,  prevailed 
on  Electors,  and  abfolutely  debarr'd  them  of 
the  Freedom  of  voting.  What  hath  been 
done,  or  attempted  to  be  done,  fince  that 
Time,  in  the  fame  View,  and  what  hath 
been  done,  or  attempted  to  be  done, 
both  in  the  Reign  of  King  William  and 
fince,  to  prevent  an  undue  Influence  on 
the  Elected,  as  well  as  on  the  Electors, 
I  need  not  recapitulate.  They  are  Mat- 
ters of  frefh  Pate,  and  enough  known. 
Upon  the  whole,  this  Change  in  the  State 
and  Property  of  the  public  Revenue  hath 
made  a  Change  in  our  Conftitution,  not 
yet  perhaps  attended  to  fufficiently, 
but  fuch  an  one  however  as  deferves  our 
utmoft  Attention  $  fince  it  gives  a  Power, 
unknown  in  former  Times,  to  one  of  the 
three  Eftates ;  and  fince  public  Liberty  is 
not  guarded  againft  the  Dangers  that 
'  may  arife  from  this  Power,  as  it  was,  and 
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as  it  is  now  more  than  ever,  againft  thtf 

Dangers,   that   ufed   to  arife  from    the 

Powers  formerly  poffefs'd  or  claim'd  by 

the  Crown.     Formerly,  Prerogative  was 

kept  in  Sight,  and  Provifions  were  made 

againft  the  Effects  and  Encroachments  of 

it,  as  often  as  Occafion   required,    and 

Opportunity  offer'd.     They,  who  calPd 

themfelves  Friends   to  the  Government, 

in  thofe  Days,  oppofed  thefe  Provifions. 

They,  who  were  Friends  to  the  Confti- 

tution,  promoted  them.      That  the  fame 

Thing  fhould  happen  again,  in  a  fimilar 

Cafe,  we  muft  expedt.     But  as  the  Friends 

of  the  Conftitution,  in  Time  paft,  were 

not  deterr'd,  tempted,  nor  wearied,  whilft 

they  defended  it  againft  Dangers  of  one 

Kind,  and  by   their  honeft  Perfeverance 

dcliver'd  it  down,   not  only  fafc,  but  more 

improved,    to    Pofterity ;    let   us    flatter 

ourfelves  with  this  agreeable  Hope,  that 

the    Friends    of    the    Conftitution,     at 

this   Time,  and  in  all  Times  to  come, 

will    be    neither  deterr'd,  tempted,  nor 

wearied    in   the   fame   generous   Caufe, 

in  watching  and  guarding  it  againft  Dan* 
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gers  of  another  Kind  ;  and  that  they  will 
deliver  it  down,  in  like  Manner,  to  fu- 
ture Generations.  Sure  I  am,  there  are 
Reafons,  and  thofe  of  no  firiall  Moment, 
why  they  mould  be  more  watch- 
ful, more  upon  their  Guard,  more 
bold,  and  more  inccftant  in  their  Endea- 
vours, if  poflible,  even  than  the  Afler- 
tors  of  Britijb  Liberty  were  formerly  ; 
and  the  Enumeration  of  fome  of  thefe 
Reafons  is  an  Article  not  to  be  omitted 
on  this  Occafion. 

'  As  the  Means  of  influencing  by  Pre- 
rogative were  considered  to  be  increas'd 
formerly,   upon  every  Increafe  of  Power 
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taken,  in  Ffcvour  of  our  Conftitution? 
of  the  prefent  moft  happy  Reign,  of 
the  mild  and  beneficent  Temper  of 
our  heroical  Monarch,  of  the  generous 
Principles  inftill'd  by  Nature,  and  im- 
proved by  Philofophy,  of  his  Royal  Con- 
fort;  it  may  be  fuppofed,  (for  we  fpeak 
hypothetically  all  along)  that  pretended 
Friends  to  this  Government,  and  real 
Enemies  to  the  Conftitution,  will  get  in- 
to fuperior  Power,  under  fome  weak 
or  wicked  Prince  j  and  then  the  Subversion 
of  our  Conftitution,  and  of  Liberty,  will 
be  the  moft  eafy  Enterprise  imaginable ; 
becaufe  nothing  can  be  more  eafy  than 
to  create  an  anti-conftkutionsd  Depen- 
dency of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament 
on  the  Crown ;  and  becaufe  fuch  a  De- 
pendency is  as  real  a  Subverfion  of  our 
Conftitution  as  an  abfolute  Abciifliment 
of  Parliaments. 

c  Now  thefe  Means  of  Corruption  have 
grown,  or  been  increas'd,  fince  the  Re- 
volution, by  the  Eftabfifhment  of  the 
Civil-Lift,  and  the  vaft  Augmentations 
that  have  been  made  to  it,  and  which 
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may  be  doubled  or  trebled,  in  Times  to 
come,  upon  fuch  Pretences  as  thdy  were 
made.  They,  who  apprehended  King 
"James  II.  might  be  able  to  govern  with- 
out Parliaments,  or  to  buy  Parliaments, 
if  he  wanted  their  Afliftance,  had  good 
Reafon  for  fuch  Apprehenfions*  notwith- 
ftanding  the  Expence  he  was  at,  over  and 
above  all  the  ordinary  Charges  of  the  Go- 
vernment, in  maintaining  againft  Law  a 
great  Standing  Army  of  fixteen  or  eigh- 
teen thoufand  Men.  For  King  Charles  II. 
whofe  Revenue  was  computed  at  no  more 
than  1,200,000  /.  gave  great  Alarm  to 
the  Patriots  of  that  Age,  who  look'd  up- 
on it,  and  fpoke  of  it,  as  a  Fund  for 
Corruption.  Now,  if  this  Revenue  could 
afford  a  Fund  for  Corruption,  when,  befides 
maintaining  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of 
the  Crown,  it  was  to  defray  all  the  other 
Expences  of  the  State,  and*among  the  reft 
thofe  of  a  fmall  Army,  and  a  great  Fleet ; 
what  would  the  fame  Patriots  think  of  a 
Revenue  of  800,000  /.  or  a  Million  a 
Year,  applicable  to  the  particular  Ex- 
pences of  the  Crown  alone,  and  not  one 

c  Farthing 
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c  Farthing  diverted  to  any  national  life  > 
They  would  have  the  fame  juft  Confi- 
'  dence,  no  doubt*  as  we  have,  in  his  prt- 
fent  Majefty ;  but  they  would  fay,  as  we 
do,  that  fo  ifomenfe  a  private  or  fepa- 
rate  Revenue  may  become  hereafter  an  ifr» 
efchauftible  Fand  of  Corruption ;  and 
therefore  thit  the  Independency  of  Parlia- 
ments is  and  muft  be  in  teal  Danger,  till 
feme  Remedies,  as  effe&ual  againft  the 
pecuniary  Influence  as  have  been  found 
againft  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  are 
-  provided.  They  would  fhtfw  that  a  fmall 
Sum,  in  Aid  of  Places  and  Petitions,  of 
Fears  and  Expectations,  might  ferve  for 
the  ordinary  Charge  of  annual  Corrup- 
tion; and  that  a  fmall  Saving  reierved 
every  Year  might  produce  a  Fund,  at  the 
End  of  feven,  fufficicnt  for  the  extraor- 
dinary Charge  of  feptenmal  and  national 
Corruption. 

€  But,  if  we  fuppofe  the  Civil-Lift  inef- 
ficient for  thefe  Purpofes,  or  that  fume  fu- 
ture King  may  join  to  fo  many  ill  Qualities, 
as  leave  him  no  Means  of  governing 
but  by  Corruption,  a  fordid  Avarice  that 
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renders  him  unable  to  open  his  Coffers 
even  for  this  U&i  yet  will  a  very  little 
iniquitous  Cunning  fuffice  to  create  Funds 
for  Corruption,  that  may  come  in  Aid  of 
the  Civil-Lift,  Men  are  leis  frugal,  when 
others  are  to  pay.  Our  Kings  therefore 
may  become  more  apt  to  take,  and  our 
.  Ministers  to  advife  fuch  cxpenfive  Engage- 
ments, fjnee  the  Load,  in  which  the 
Crown  formerly  ihared,  £Jls  entire  on  the 
People  now.  Betides,  a  weak  Admiai- 
:  ftration  may  pretend  publick  Neceflity, 
when  private  Inability  alone  hath  form'd 
the  Conjuncture ;  and  frequent  and  extra* 
vagaat  Supplies  may  be  ask'd  and  obtain'd, 
to  do,  or  undo,  by  the  Weight  of  Money, 
what  might  have  been  attained  by  pru- 
dent Condudt.  A  wicked  Administration 
may  propofe.to  impoverifh  the  People,  to 
render  them  as  fubmiffive  as  the  Subject* 
or  Slaves  in  fome  foreign  Countries,  and  to 
beggar  them  out  of  their  Sturdineft.  For 
in  fuch  an  Age  as  we  may  iuppofc,  publick 
Money  will  be  eaiily  granted,  and  publick 
Accounts  rarely  or  incurioufly  infpe&ed. 
The  Mwjftqrs  therefore,    tho9  never  fo 

c  weak, 
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weak,  Tts&f  be  impudenf  enough  to  afk,' 
and  able  eriottghr  to  get,  frequent  Supplies, 
on  national  l^reteftces,  for  private  Purpoffes* 
The  Consequences  of  this  are  manifold  \ 
for,  in  general,  the  more  Money  pafles 
thro*  their  Hahds,  die  more  Opportunities 
they  have  of  Gain;  and,  in  particular, 
they  may  (hate,  if  they  pfeafe,  in  every 
bad  Bargahr  they  mike  for  the  Pnblitk : 
Thtis  afn  hrimfcnfe  Subfidy  given  to  fome 
little  Print*  who  dfeate  irtr  Sdldiers,  or  an 
immenfe  Arrear  ftated  in  Favour  of  thefe 
little  Merchants  of  human  Ffeffi,  may  be 
fo  ordered  as  to  fteal  enough  from  the 
Poblick  to  replenifli  die  Royal  Coffers, 
glut  the  Minifters,  feed  their  hungry  Crea- 
tures, and  bribe  a  Parliament*  And  fe* 
veral  other  Jobs  may,  in  Aid  of  the  great 
Aggregate  Fund  of  Corruption,  be  more 
eafily  contrived  under  the  prefent  than 
under  the  former  Constitution  of  the  Re- 
venue. But  the  great  Source  of  Corrup- 
tion, the  Increafe  and  Continuance  of* 
Taxes,  unknown  before  the  Revolution, 
hath,  like  the  Box  of  Patdorn,  fpread  in- 
numerable Evils  over  this*  unhappy  Coun* 

R   2  c  *P|\  \ 


;  try;  this  hath,  added  a  Power  to  tho 
:  Crown,  which  the  inferior  Ranks  of  the 
:  People,  and  the  moft  ufeful  to  the  Com- 
E  mon-weahh,  have  long  felt,-  and  the  ■&- 
1  perior  may  fed.  For  a  full  Exerciic  of 
:  thefe  Powers  foe  the  Improvements  of  the 
1  Revenue  (thaj  ftale  Pretence  for  Op- 
:  prcflion)  migH.obUgc  the  greateft  Lord 
1  to  bow  as  low, to  a    Cocimifijoner    or 

fome  fubaltern.  Harpy  of  jtbeJUvenue,,  at 

any  Gentleroa^  in  France  does  to  the  In- 

tendant  of  ha  Province. ,  .,.,.* 

'  But  theEftahlUhment  of  pibJkkfiBA, 
1  on  the  Credit  .of  thefc  Taxes,  hath  been 

productive  of  more anal greater  Muchicftj 

than  the  Taxes  themielves. 
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new  Debts,  and  create  new  Funds,  what 
muft  we  do  in  War,  and  in  national  Dif- 
trefs  ?  What  will  happen,  when  we  have 
mortgaged  to  new  Creditors  that  Sinking- 
Fund,  which  was  mortgaged  to  other 
Creditors  not  yet  paid  off;  when  we  have 
mortgaged  all  the  Produft  of  our  Land, 
and  even  the  Land  itfelf  ?  Who  can  ans- 
wer that  when  we  come  to  or  near  fuch 
Extremitics,ten  Millions  of  People  will  bear 
to  be  any  longerHewers  ofWood,and  Draw- 
ers of  Water,  to  maintain  the  two  hun* 
redth  Part  of  that  Number  at  Eafe  and  in 
Plenty  ?  Who  can  anfwer  that  the  whole 
Body  of  the  People  will  fufFer  themfelves 
to  be  treated  as  the  poor  Indians  are, 
in  Favour  of  the  Spaniards;  to  be  a£ 
fign'd  like  thofe  Indians  to  Spanijh  Planter s% 
to  toil  and  ftarve  for  the  Proprietors  of 
the  feveral  Funds  ?  Who  can  anfwer  that 
a  Scheme,  which  opprefles  the  Farmer, 
ruins  the  Manufacturer,  breaks  the  Mer- 
chant, difcourages  Induftry,  and  reduces 
Fraud  into  Syftem  j  which  beggars  fo  o£* 
ten  the  fair  Adventurer,  and  innocent  Pro- 
prietor ;  which  drains  continually  a  Por- 
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tion  of  pur  national  Wealth  away  to  F&* 
rejgners,  and  draws  moft  pernicioufly  the 
reft  of  that  immenfe  Properly,  that  was 
diffufed  among  jthoufands,  into  the  Pockets 
of  a  few*  who  can  anfwer  that  fuch  a 
Scheme  wjjl  fee  always  endured?  This 
whole  Myftery  of  Iniquity  arifes  from 
the  Eftabliflunent  of   the  Funds;    the 
main  Springs  that  may  turn  the  artificial 
Wheel  of  Credited  ipajcethe  Paper  Elates 
fafteijed  to  it  rife  or  falljtpk  behind  the  Veil 
of  th$  Treafury.     Aud  when  a  veteran 
Sharper  is  &  the  Head  of  it,  he  muft  have 
it  in  his  Power  to  employ  two  Methods 
of  Corrjaptiop,  without  any  Incumbrance 
to  the  Civil-Ja\ft.      Such   a   minifterial 
Jobber,  by  the  Opportunity  of  gaining  pn 
(be  Funds'  that  he  can  frequently  create 
(notwithstanding  the  excellent  Prpyifions 
lately  made  againft  the  ipfcmpus  Practice 
of  Stock-jobbing)  may  Apply  the  Gains 
thus  made  to  Corruption,  in  Aid  of  the 
Civil-Lift.    He  may  corrupt  with  thf  ir 
own  Spoils  whom  he  reduced  to  Penury, 
he  may  bribe  others  with  a  Whifper,  ini- 
tiate them  into  hisMyftery  \q  gain  them, 

f  and 


(  247  ) 
'  and  then  fecure  them  by  a  Participation 
c  of  the  feme  Fraud  and  the  feme  Profit. 
4  Yet  the  meaneft  Grubs  on  Earth  have 

*  rais'd  themfelvea  by  Stockjobbing  to  the 
4  Rank  and  Port  of  Noblemen  and  Gentle- 
4  men  ;  fo  may  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen 

*  debafe  themfelves  to  their  Meannefs,  and 

*  acquire  the  feme  Spirit,  by  following  die 
4  feme  Trade.  That  Luxury,  which  be- 
4  gan  under  Charles  II.  is  become  now  na- 
4  tional,  and  we  may  apply  to  our  Coun- 
4  try  what  Sdkft  makes  Cato  fey  of  Hofne ; 
4  Hokums  Jjuxuriam  atque  Avaritiam, 
4  fuNke  Egeftatem,  prhatim  Opukntiam ; 

*  Luxury  and  Avarice ;  pubHc  Want  and 
4  frivat*  Weakb  abound.  Now,  as  public 
4  Want,  or  general  Poverty,  will  by  Num- 
4  hers  of  Men  open  to  Corruption,  fo  will 

*  private  Wealth,  efpecially,  where  Luxury 
4  prevails,  on  fome  of  thofe  who  do  not 
'  ftcl  the  pobKc  Want ;  for  there  is  ima- 
c  ginary  as  well  as  real  Poverty.  He 
4  who  thought  hhnfelf  rich  before,  and 

*  yraotd  have  been  aihamed  to  participate 
€  in  Fraud,  or  yield  to  Corruption,  may 

the  Faults  venial,  when   he  fees 
R  4  *  Wtv* 
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fume,  as  hot  as  our  Predeceffore  did. 
Thus,  Corruption  may  have  been  prac- 
tiied  in  fome  Degree  at  all  Times.  But 
then  it  hath  been  always  kept  under  by 
the  Shame  and  Danger  that  attended 
both  the  Corrupter  and  Corrupted.  It 
hath  been  always  complained  of,  never 
defended,  and  Endeavours  have  been 
ufed,  with  general  Applauic,  to  prevent 
it.  But  according  to  the  Principles  now 
avow'd  thefe  Endeavours  were  unjonV, 
ought  to  be  repented  of,  and  the  Ads 
made  in  Confequence  of  them  repealed ; 
for  the  conflitutional  Independency  of  the 
Crown  cannot  be  fupported,  unlels  the 
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mles  of  it,  and  to  fix  upon  this  principal 
and  real  Diftindtion,  the  prefent  Divifion 
of  Parties ;  fince  Parties  we  muft  have ; 
and  fince  thofe,  which  fubfifted  formerly, 
ire  quite  extinguifh'd,    notwithftanding 
all  the  wicked  Endeavours  of  fome  Men 
to  revive  them.     If  there  was  great  Me- 
rit, in  oppofing  the  Affertors  of  Preroga- 
tive formerly,  there  is  greater  Merit  in 
oppofing  the  Affertors  of  Corruption  now, 
and   in  expofing    the  Means  by  which 
this   more   dangerous  Expedient  may  be 
improved  to  our  Ruin. 
c  On  the  whole  Matter,  it  appears,  that 
the  Britijh  Conilitution  deferves,    above 
all  others,  the  conftant  Attention  of  the 
People  who  are  fo  happy  as  to  live  under 
it;   that  fince  the  Time,  when  all  our 
Dangers  from  Prerogative  ceafed,    new 
Dangers  to  this  Conftitution,  more  filent 
and  lcfs  obferved,  are  arifen  $  and  that  as 
nothing  can  be  more  ridiculous  than  to 
preferve  the  nominal  Divifion  of  Whig 
and  Tory  Parties,  which  fubfifted  before 
the  Revolution,  when  the  Difference  of 

Principles, 
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Principles,  that  could  alone  make  the 
Diftin&ion  real,  exifts  no  longer ;  fo  no- 
thing can  be  more  reafonable  than  to  admit 
the  nominal  Divifion  of  Conftitutionifts 
and  Anti-conftitutionifts,  or  of  a  Court 
and  a  Country  Party,  at  this  Time,  when 
an  avow'd  Difference  of  Principles  makes 
this  Diftindtion  real. 


SECT.     IV. 

ctbe  Excife  and  other  Schemes,  reputed  de- 
JiruSiive  of  the  People's  Liberty,  and  fub- 
verfive  of  the  Conflitution. 

NEVER,  in  the  Memory  of  Man, 
was  the  Nation  fo  alarm'd  at  the 
Dcfign  of  a  Minifter,  as  in  the  Cafe  of  the 
projected  Excife  on  Wine  and  Tobacco  in 
1733.  He  had  begun,  lb  long  ago  as  the 
Year  1724,  to  increafe  the  Number  of 
Excifes,  by  changing  the  Cuftoms  on  Coffee, 

Tea. 
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Tea,  and  Chocolate,  to  an  Inland  Duty. 
He  had  brought  the  Salt-Duty,  after  he  had 
detach'd  it  from  the  Sinking-Fund,    and 
remitted  it  a  (hort  Time,  to  footh  the  Peo- 
ple, under  the  lame  Regulation.     This  laft 
Alteration  gave  fome  Alarm,  tho*  the  firft 
had  pafs'd  off  very  eafily.     It  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved,   that  the  Word  Excife  was  never 
ufed,   by  him,   on  thefe  Occafions.     The 
People  were  to  be  prepared  for  the  new  In- 
land Duty  by  a  foftening  Pamphlet,  entitled, 
Some  General  Confiderations   concerning  the 
Alteration   and  Improvement  of  the  public 
Revenues.     But  for  lbme  Months  before  it 
was  propofed  in  the  Houfe,  it  became  the 
chief  Subject  of  Contention  between  Court 
and  Country  Writers ;  and  the  Craft/man,  in 
particular,  gave  fuch  a  Hiftory  and  Pidhire 
of  Excifes  in  his  Weekly  EJ/ays,  as  raifed  in 
the  People  moft  terrible  Apprehenfions  con- 
cerning the  Exteniion  of  them.  Thefe  Papers 
were  collected  together,  and  publifh'd  under 
the   Tide   of  Arguments    again/1   Excifes. 
They  had  their  Effect ;  The  whole  Nation 
expedted,  and  were  ready  to  oppofe,  this 
txuniflerial  Production. 

When 
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When  the  Parliament  met,  it  was  every 
Week  expefted  that  Sir  R.  W.  would  lay 
his  Scheme  before  the  Commons,  and  very 
broad  Hints  were  thrown  out  upon  that 
Subject.  At  laft,  on  the  23d  of  February t 
in  a  Committee  upon  the  Supplies,  the  Mi- 
nifter  made  a  Motion  for  ifluing  and  apply- 
ing 500,000/.  out  of  the  Sinking-Fund, 
towards  the  current  Service  of  the  Year. 
This  occaiion'd  a  Debate,  which  was  open'd 
by  Mr.  Pulteney ;  who  happening  to  Jay, 
that,  *  tho'  he  was  aware  of  the  Motion 
'  now  made  by  the  honourable  Gentleman" 
*  fitting  near  him,  yet  he  Was  in  hopes  that 
Ifor. 
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and  "before  the  Members  were  tired  with 
Attendance.  The  Call  of  the  Houfe  hav- 
ing been  fixed  to  the  7th  of  March,  Sir 
R.  W.  theq  propofed  that  Day  feven-night 
for  refolving  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  c  to  confider  of  the  moft 

'  proper  Methods  for  the  better  Security 

•  _ 

'  and  Improvement  of  the  Duties  and  Re* 
'  venues  already  charged  upon,  and  payable 
4  from.  Tobacco  and  Wine/ 

On  the  14th  of  March%  the  Commiffioners 
of  the  Cuftoms  and  of  (he  Excife  attending, 
purfuant  to  an  Order  of  the  preceding  Day, 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  opened  and 
explain'd  his  Scheme  in  a  long  and  laboured 
Speech,  which  occafioAed  the  moft  intereft- 
ing  Debates  that  could  happen  in  a  Britijh 
Houfe  of  Commons.  If  held  till  two  o'Clock 
the  next  Morning,  when  the  Queftion  be* 
ing  put,  '  for  determining  the  prefent  Qu* 
'  ties  on  Wine  and  TobapcA)'  it  was  carry'd 
in  the  Affirmative*  266  againil  205.  Thd 
other  Refohjtions,  fuhfequent  to  this,  '  for 
1  altering  the  Cuftoms  to  an  inland  Duty  oil 
'  thofe  Commodities,  and  appropriating  thii 
*  inland  Duty  to  the  (ajne  Ufes  as  thd 

S  z  €-  Cuftoms/ 
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c  Cuftoms/  were  pafied  without  a  Divifion, 
Thus  did  the  Excife-Scheme  triumph  for 
the  firft  Day,  arid  even  oft  the  16th,  upon 
tife  Report  fromUhe  Committee,  after  ano- 
ther long  Debate,  it  was  agreed  to  by  much 
the  fame  Majority,  when  it  was  ordered, 
that  a  Bill  fhould  be  brought  in  purfuant 
tcfthe  laid  Resolutions.— -  As  the  Hiftory 
orthisr  Bill   will  be    ever   memorable  in' 

*    

Great- Britain,  I  {hall  give  an  Abflradt  of 
it  from  the  Htftorical  Regijier  for  that  Year, 
ai|d  then  proceed  to  the  Arguments  ufed 
fb&r  and  againft  it,  both  within  and  with- 
out Doors,  as  the  only  Means  of  giving  a 
juift  NotW  of  the  whole  Affiur. 

c  This  famous*' Bill  was  brought  in  the 
€  4th  *  of  Aptili\  and  read  x  firft  Time, 
*r  after  which  Mr.  Chancellor^  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, by  >  his  Majefty's.'  X^ommand, 
c  'Acquainted  the  Houfb  -that"  "his  Majefty 
^tfonfented  to  their  making  fuch  Alterations 
€  iafe  they  fhould  think  fit  for  the  publick 

*  Service,  in  relation  to  the  Subfidy  on  To- 
€  baccb  then  payable  oft  >  at  count  of  his 
i:  Majefty's  Gfoil-Lift.     It  was  next  objett- 

*  ed  that  (ome  Parts  of  the  {faid  Bill  were 
V-  /    -  c  not 


not  within  the Resolutions  of  theHoufb 
purfuant  to  which  the  faid  Bill  had  been  or-* 
der'd  to  be  brought  in;  and  therefore  moved 
that  the  Bill  fhould  be  withdrawn,  which 
pafled  in  the  Negative,  232  againft  176. 
Then  a  Motion  was  made  for  adjourning^ 
which  likewife  pafled  in  the  Negative: 
At  laft  it  was  refolved  that  the  Bill  fhould 
be  read  a  fecond  Time,  and  ordered* 
That  it  fhould  be  read  a  fecond  Time  on 
that  Day  fev'n-night,  236  againft  2po» 
Next  Day  after  the  bringing  in  of  this 
Bill,  a  Motion  was  made  for  the  printing 
fuch  a  Number  of  Copies  as  fhould  be 
fuflicient  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Members  of 
this  Houfe;  but  upon  the  Queflion's 
being  put,  it  pafled  in  the  Negative,  12? 
againft  112. 

4  As  this  Bill  very  much  concerned  the 
Trade  and  Commerce  of  this  Nation* 
the  Lord  Mayor  of  the  City  of  London 
procured  a  Copy  of  it  foon  after  it  was 
brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons* 
and  having  laid  it  before  the  Common 
Council,  it  was  there  refolved  to  petition 
the  Houfe  againft  it,  and  a  Petition  be* 
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ingthen  Immediately  drawn  up  and  a* 
greed  to,  the  fame  was  prefented  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  10th  Day  of 
April. 
c  The  prefcntlng  of  this  Petition  brought 
the  Excife-Scheme  again  upon  the  Carpet 
in  that  honourable  Houfe.  The  City  of 
London  has  always  enjoyed  this  Privilege, 
that  any  Petition  from  them  is  prefented 
to  the  Houfe  by  their  Sheriffs,  and  is 
brought  up  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Houfe, 
and  read  at  the  Table,  without  afking 
the  Leave  of  the  Houfe  for  that  Purpofe  j 
whereas  all  other  Petitions  muft  be  pre- 
fented by  a  Member  of  the  Houfe,  arid 
cannot  be  by  him  brought  up,  or  read  at 
the  Table  by  the  Clerk,  till  Leave  be  firft 
afked  of  and  granted  by  the  Houfe.  Ac- 
cordingly this  Petition  was  brought  up 
and  read  at  the  Table,  and  as  foon  as  it 
was  read,  Sir  J—n  B  ■  ■■  d  got  up,  and 
m  a  Speech  full  of  that  Strength  of  Rea- 
fon  and  Perfpicuity  of  Expreffion  which 
he  is  fb  much  Matter  of,  he  fhewed  how 
much  the  City  and  Citizens  of  London, 
as  well  as  all  the  other  trading  Part  of 
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the  Nation,  Would  be  affefted  by  the 
Bill  for  altering  the  Method  of  railing 
the  Duties  payable  upon  Tobacco,  and  how 
jttft  Reafbns  they  had  to  infift  upon  be- 
ing heard  by  their  Counfel  againft  it, 
and  concluded  With  a  Motion  for  grant- 
ing them  Leave  to  be  heard  by  their 
Coitnfelj  if  they  thought  fit. 
'  In  Opposition  to  this  Motion,  it  tta* 
infilled  on*  that  it  had  always  been  the 
Pra&ice  of  that  Houfe,  never  to  receive 
any  Petitions,  and  much  left  to  admit 
Counfel  to  be  heard  againft  any  Bill  for 
impofing  of  Taxes  upon  the  Subjedt  5  for 
that  if  any  fuch  Thing  were  to  be  ad* 
mitfed  of,  it  would  be  impofiible  ever  to 
pafs  any  fuch  Bill,  becaufe  there  would 
be  fo  many  different  Petitions  prefented 
againft  it  by  thofe  who  were  to  be  fub* 
jeft  thereto,  that  it  would  be  impofiible 
to  hear.  Counfel  feparately  upon  every 
fuch  Petition  within  the  ufual  Time  d? 
the  Continuance  of  one  Sefiion  of  Parlia- 
mrflt:  And  that  in  refilling  to  admit 
Counfel  to  be  heard,  there  could  be  no 
Inconvenience,  becaufe  every  Mali,  and 
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every  Body  of  Men  had  their  Reprefenta- 
tives  in  that  Houfe,  who  certainly  would 
reprefent  their  Cafe  to  the  Houfe, .  if  any 
particular  Hardfhip  was  to  be  put  upon 
them  by  any  Bill  then  before  the  Houfe. 
c  To  this  it  was  replied,  that  the  Houfe 
had  never  pretended  to  any  general  Cu£? 
torn  of  refufing  Petitions,  except  againft 
thofe  Bills  which  were  called  Money  Bills, 
that  was  to  fay,  fuch  Bills  as  were  brought 
in  for.  railing, Money  for  the  current  Ser- 
vice of  the  Year ;  and  that  §ven  as  to  them 
there  were  many  Precedents  where  the 
Houfe  had  admitted  the  Parties   whom 
they  thought  to  have  a  real  Intereft  there- 
in, to  be  heard  by  their  Counfel  againft  the 
pafling  of  fuch  Bills :  That  the  admitting 
of  Counfel  even  in  fuch  Cafes  could  never 
prevent  the  pafling  fuch  Bills,  becaufe  the 
Houfe  could  always  order  all  Parties  pe- 
titioning to  be  heard  at  one  Time,  and 
could  give  fuch  Diredtions  that  it  would 
never  take. up  many   Days  to    hear  e- 
very   thing  that  could    be    objected   by 
every  one    of   the   Parties   petitioning: 
that  tho*  every  Part   of  the  Ration   had 

c  their 
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their  Reprefentatives  in  that  Houfe,  yet  it 
was  well  known,  that  fpeaking  in  Publick 
was  a  Talent  that  every  Man  was  not  en* 
dow'd  with ;  from  whence  it  might  hap- 
pen, that  the  particular  Perfons,  or  Part 
of  the  Nation,  which  was  then  to  be  ag- 
grieve J  by  what  was  paffing  in  the  Houfe, 
might  not  have  any  fuch  Members  as 
were  proper  to  lay  their  Cafe  fully  and 
clearly  before  the  Houfe  ;  and  that  there- 
fore, even  as  to  Money  Bills,  it  was  proper 
to  admit  Parties  to  be  heard  againft  them, 
when  it  appeared  that  they  were  very 
particularly  interefted  therein. 
c  But  as  to  the  Cafe  then  before  them, 
there  was  not  the  leaft  Pretence  for  refil- 
ling the  Defire  of  the  Petition,  becaufc 
the  Bill,  againft  which  it  was  prefented 
was  no  Money-Bill  \  it  was  granted  by 
the  Advocates  for  the  Bill  j  it  was  even 
infilled  on  as  the  greateft  Argument  for 
it,  that  there  was  no  new  Duties  to  be 
impofed ;  it  was  a  Bill  only  for  altering 
the  Method  of  colle&ing  the  Taxes  al- 
ready impofed,  and  therefore  it  could 
never  be  pretended  that   there  was  any 
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PraE&ct  or  Cuftom  of  the  ftoufe  For 
filling  to  admit  Parties  interested  to  1m 
heard  againft  fuch  a  Bill :  That  if  there* 
had  been  fuch  a  Cuftom  introduced,  it 
ought  not  to  be  obferved,  especially  wherit 
fuch  a  considerable  Body  as  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common  Council 
of  the  City  of  London,  come  with  an 
humble  Petition  to  be  heard  againft  a  Bill* 
which  they  thought  wchild  not  only  be 
highly  injurious  to  them  in  particular*  but 
deftru&ive  of  the  Trade  and  Commerce 
of  the  whole  Nation. 
c  In  this  Debate  there  were  many  Pre* 
cedents  brought  by  Mr,  S*  ■  ■  ys9  Mr* 
C        b  ■   '-■»,  and  Mr.  B*    **  tie,  where 


the  Houfe  had  received  Petitions  and 
admitted  Counfel  to  be  heard  againft 
Money  Bills  5  and  there  were  likewifcPre-* 

cedents  brought  by  Sir  W« m  T       ge4 

and  Mr.  W* — en,  where  the  fame  had 
been  refilled,  the  Reading  of  which  took 
up  great  Part  of  the  Day. 
c  This  Debate  lafted  fome  Time,  but  on  the 
Queftion's  being  put  for  allowing  the  Peti- 
tioners to  be  heard  by  their  Counfel  againft 
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the  Bill,  there  was  a  Divifion,  and  the 
Qjieftion  was  carried  in  the  Negative* 
214  againft  197. 

c  After  which  it  was  ordered  that  thefaid 
Petition  fhould  lie  upon  the  Table,  until 
the  {aid  Bill  fhould  be  read  a  fecond  Time* 
'  Next  Day,  Wednefday  the  1 1  th  of  JpriJ$ 
the  Order  of  the  Day  being  read  for  the 
fecond  Reading  of  the  faid  Bill,  the  Ser- 
jeant at  Arms  attending  the  Houfe  wa9 
of  Courfe  ordered  to  go  with  the  Mace 
into  JPeftminfter-lialli    and    the   Courts 
there,  and  into  the  Court  of  Rcquefts* 
and  the  Places  adjacent,  and  fummon  die 
Members  there  to  attend  the  Service  of 
the  Houfe j   and  he  being  returned,  in** 
ftead  of  reading  the  Bill  a  fecond  Time, 
a  Motion  was  made  by  Mr.  C    ■■tir  of  the 
jfc-— — r%  that  the  Bill  fhould  be  read  a  fe- 
cond Time  upon  the  1 2th  Day  cf  June 
then  next :  Tho*  by  this  Motion  it  evi* 
dently  appeared  that  thfc  Bill  was  to  be 
dropt,  yet  fome  of  the  Gentlemen   who 
had  from  the  Beginning  appeared  ftrenu- 
oufly  againft  the  whole  Scheme,  were  not 
'  fatisfied  with  letting  it  drop  in  fo  eafy  a 

c  Manner, 
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Manner,  and  therefore  they  were  for  having 
it  rejedted ;  but  this  Proposition  did  not 
come  to  a  Motion,  much  lefs  to  the 
Queftion,  fo  that  the  firft  Motion  was 
agreed  to  without  Oppofition ;  and  upon 
the  Friday  after,  which  was  the  Day  ap- 
pointed for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  in- 
to a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to 
confider  further  of  the  moft  proper  Me- 
thods for  the  hetter  Security  and  Improve- 
ment of  the  Duties  and  Revenues  then 
charged  on  and  made  payable  from 
Tobacco  and  Wines,  it  was  refolved, 
that  the  Houfe  would,  upon  the  14th 
Day  of  June  then  next,  refolve  itfelf  in- 
to the  faid  Committee,  118  againfl  76  5 
fo  that  that  Part  of  the  Scheme  relating 
to  the  Duties  on  Wine  was  never  laid  be- 
fore the  Houfe. 

€  There  having  been  great  Crowds  of 
People  about  the  Houfe  on  the  11  th  of 
April,  and  fome  of  them  having  behaved 
in  a  tumultuous  Manner,  the  next  Day 
Complaint  was  made  to  the  Houfe  by 
/  feveral  Members,  who  had  voted  in  Fa- 

c  vour  of  the  Scheme,  that  a  tumultuous 
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Crowd  of  People  had  been  affembled  to-^ 

gether  the  Night  before,  and  feveral  Days' 

•  . 

during  the  Seflion,  in  the  Court  of  Requefts, 
and  other  Avenues  to  that  Houfe ;    and 
that   they  themfelves,    and  feveral  other' 
Members  of  the  Houfe,   had  been    laft 
Night,     in     their    Return      from     the 
Houfe,  menaced,  infulted,  and  affaulted,' 
by  a  tumultuous  Crowd  of  People  in  the' 
Paflages  to   the    Houfe:   Whereupon  it' 
was  refolved  and  declared,  nemine  contradi- 
cente ;  I  ft,  That  the  aflaulting,  infulting,  or 
menacing  any  Member  of  that  Houfe,  in' 
his  coming  to  or  going  from  the  Houfe,  or* 
upon  Account  of  his  Behaviour  in  Par- 
liament, was  an  high  Infringement  of  the 
Privilege   of  that   Houfe,    a  moft  out-' 
rageous  and  dangerous  Violation  of  the* 
Rights  of  Parliament,  and  an  high  Crime  . 
and  Mifdemeanor.      2d,  That  the  aflem- 
bling  and  coming  of  any  Number  of  Per- 
fons  in  a   riotous,  tumultuous  and   dis- 
orderly Manner  to  that  Houfe,  in  order 
either  to  hinder  or  promote  the  pafling  of 
any  Bill  or  other  Matters  depending  before 
that  Houfe,  was  an  high  Infringement  of 
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the  Privilege  of  that  Houfe,  was  deftruc* 
tive  of  the  Freedom  and  Constitution  of 
Parliament,  and  an  high  Crime  and  Mifc 
demeanour.  3  d,  That  the  inciting  and 
encouraging  any  Number  of  Perfons  to 
come  in  a  riotous,  tumultuous,  and  dis- 
orderly Manner  to  that  Houfe,  in  order 
either  to  hinder  or  promote  the  paffing  of 
any  Bill  or  other  Matter  depending  before 
the  Houfe,  was  an  high  Infringement  of 
the  Privilege  of  the  Houfe,  deftru&ive 
of  the  Freedom  and  Conftitution  of  Par- 
liament, and  an  high  Cncns  4$d  Mifte- 
meanorf 

€  Then  it  was  ordered,  ijft,  That  the 
Members  of  that  Hou&,  who  ierved 
for  the  City  of  hondony  fho^ld  fignify 
the  faid  Refolutions  and  Declarations  to 
the  Lord  Mayor  of  London.  2d,  That  the 
Members  of  that  Houfe,  who  ftrv?d  for 
the  County  of  Middkfexy  fhould  fignify 
the  faid  Refolutions  and  Declarations  to 
the  Sheriff  of  Middle/ex.  3d,  That  the 
Members  of  that  Houfe,  who  fcrved  for 
the  City  of  Weftminfter^  fhould  fignify  the 
faid  Refolutions  and  Declarations  to  the 
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'  High  Bailiff  of  Wejtminjter,  Which  Or. 
'  ders  were  accordingly  fignified  by  their 
i  refpe&ve  Members,  who  next  Day  reports 
i  ed  their  haviqg  done  fo  to  the  Houfc. 

This  Hiftory  is  thus  continued  by  ano* 
ther  Writer  (the  Author  qf  the  Craft/man) 
who  perhaps  may  not  be  thought  equally 
Impartial. 

c  Whilft  the  ExcifeJBill  was  depending, 
c  the  Advocates  for  it  infifted  on  the  Mul- 
?  tiplkity  of  Frauds,  and  that  the  Nature 
of  them  were  fuch,  as  nothing  but  the 
Power  qf  Excife-Laws  could  be  able  to 
prevent  them*  The  Gentlemen,  on  the 
other  Side,  acknowledged  there  might  be 
very  great  Frauds,  and  declared  that  they 
were  ready  to  come  into  any  Method  to 
remedy  them,  not  tending  to  the  De- 
ftru&ion  of  Trade  and  Liberty,  as  they 
apprehended  an  Excife  did.  Hereupon 
one  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  this  City, 
a  great  Trader  in  Tobacco,  moved  for  an 
Account  of  Frauds  in  that  Commodity  for 
ten  Years  paft,  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe, 
which  appeared  to  amount  to  fo  trifling 
'  a  Sum,  that  the  Perfons,  who  ftarted  the 
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Obje&ion,  infiftcd  no  more  upon  it ;  but 
the  Gentlemen  on  the  other  Side,  having 
defeated  the  Excife-Scheme,  refolved  to 
purge  themfelves  from  any  Imputation  of 
defigning  to  countenance  Frauds  of  any 
Kind.  For  this  Purpofe  an  honourable 
Gentleman  propofed,  that  a  Committee 
be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  Frauds 
and  Abufes  of  the  Cuftoms  in  general. 
c  A  certain  Gentleman  was  very  mucfi 
perplexed  with  the  Motion,  but  having 
mumbled  the  Thiftles  a  while,  confent- 
ed  to  the  Enquiry;  and  it  was  refolved, 
That  the  Committee  fhould  be  chofenby 
Ballot,  a  Method  of  voting  originally  de- 
fign'd  to  prevent  all  unwarrantable  In* 
fluence ;  but  what  was  his  Condudt  upon 
this  Occafion  ?  Why,  he  fummoned  all 
his  Creatures  together,  in  a  moft  unpre- 
cedented manner  -y  and  having  told  them, 
in  a  flabbering  Speech,  what  a  terrible 
Combination  of  all  Parties  were  form'd 
againft  him,  conjured  them,  in  a  moft  pa- 
thetical  Manner,  to  ftand  by  and  fupport 
him  againft  the  Deligns  of  his  Enemies ; 
for  if  they  fucceed  againft  me,  fays  he, 
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the  next  ftep  will  be  to  turn  you  all 
out  of  your  Places,  to  fill  them  with 
Creatures  of  their  own. 
c  Then  he  went  round  the  whole  Aflem- 
bly,  Man  by  Man,  fqueezing  them  very 
feelingly  by  the  Hand,  and  prefenting 
them  alt  the  fame  Time  with  a  Lift  of  21 
Gentlemen  ( 1 7  of  whom  were  in  Em- 
ployments  of  great  Profit)  befeeching  them 
to  vote  for  it,  if  they  had  any  Regard 
for  him  or  their  own  Intereft.  By  thefe 
Methods  he  fucceeded;  and  one  of  his 
Advocates  hath  fince  very  judicioufly 
triumph'd  upon  it.  Let  the  World  judge 
how  far  fuch  Methods  are  confident  with 
the  Nature  of  our  Conftitution,  or  the 
original  # Intention  of  Ballotting.' 
I  fhall  take  no  notice  of  the  many 
Pamphlets  and  Papers  that  were  publifhed 
both  by  the  Court  and    Country  Party, 

while  this  famous  Bill  was  in  the  Houfe. 

» 

Every  one  Jk;now8>  that  the  Senfe  of  the 
Nation  ran  fo  ftrongly  againft  it,  that  the 
Miniftry  gave  it  up  while  they  had  it  in 
their  Power  to  have  carried  it  into  a  Law.  Yet 
the  Proje&or  or  his  Advocates  were  fo  te- 
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iMrtidtts  of  their  Point,  that  thfcy  Wctticf 
rttt  ftiffcr  the  Difpute  to  ftibfide,  when  thfcy 
had  even  given  up  the  Confequence  of  it.' 
The  ToWn  Welt  giVfeti  to  underftand,  that 
a  Tf  eatife  was  coming  forth,  which  would* 
cfatifely  fatisfy  the  Public,  as  to  the  Inten- 
tion of  the  late  Scheme,  and  it  was  hinted 
that  the  Authof  wocdd  be  no  lefs  than  Bight 
Rjpotrend.  It  Was  judged  otherwife,  hoW- 
evGtt  When  the  frece  appeared.  C—nc~-n9 
Uirt*  A~-y  0-4  of  J^a,  had  the  Honour 
6f  the  Performance,  which  he  was  laid  to 
have  Written  under  the  Dfre&ion  of  his 
Mafter  Horace :  It  wa$  called,  "The  Utife 
and  Fall  of  the  hte  phjjtSleA  Exct/e,  impar- 
titftly  tonjidefei:  Ih  anfwer  to  Which  came 
out  another  PSamplet,  printed  for  Francklin, 
Publiflief of  the  Crdftfmm,  totifled,  A  Re- 
view of  the  Excife  Scheme.  As  die  Affair 
had  been  theh  thoroughly  confidered,  and 
argued  ovdr  and  over,  thdfe  Pieces  were 
thought  by  both  Parties  to  contain  the  foil 
Merits  of  theit  Caufe,  which  I  fhall  endea- 
vour to  ftate  by  impartial  Extrads  from 
each,  with  a  few  ^aflages  from  other  Wri- 
tings by  way  of  Notes, 

Confid. 
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Confid.  T'he  Scheme  it/elf,  and  the  Ad- 
vantages or  Inconveniences  of  it  being  entirety 
fcwr,  it  only  remains  to  enquire,  who  are  en-? 
titled  to  our  Refentmenfs,  (if  any  muft  be 
exprefsd  upon  the  Occqfion)  thofe  Gentlemen 
who  propq/ed  this  Scheme  for  preventing 
Frauds,  or  thofe  who,  for  the  Sake  of  Oppo- 
Jit  ion i  would  juffer  thofe  Frauds  to  continue 

fill 

Review.  Whatever  Liberties  he  may  take 
with  thefe  Malignants,  who  oppofed  the  Bill, 
&r  be  it  from  me  to  call  in  Queftion  the 
Honour  and  Integrity  of  any  Gentleman, 
who  voted  for  it.  Let  his  Words  ftand 
in  their  full  Extent,  that  thefe  Gentlemen 
were  fway'd  by  no  other  Motive  than  the 
Good  of  their  Country ;  yet,  at  the  fame 
Time,  I  muft  lay  claim  to  a  fmall  Degree 
of  AftonHhment,  that  this  political  Ray  of 
Ptftriotifm  fhould  illuminate  only  one  Set  of 
Men,  -and  that  the  whole  Kingdom  befides, 
both  in  Parliament  and  out  of  it,  fhould  be 
in  a  State  of  Reprobation,  blinded  with  the 
Spirit  of  Oppofition  to  their  own  Intereft 
ras  well  as  that  of  the  Nation. 

T  2  CanfidL 
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Confid.  Tie  real Foundation  upon  which  the 
Gentlemen  for  the  Bill  proceeded y  was  tins  and 
no  other :  *fhey  believed  it  both  reajonable  and 
beneficial  to  take  off  the  beavie/l  of  the  Duties 
we  now  lie  under,  if  this  could  be  done,  with- 
out laying  a  new  lax,  merely  by  colIeBing  the 
proper  Duties  upon  Wine  and  ^tobacco,  already 
paid  by  the  People  in  the  Price,  while  the 
Publick  is  greatly  defrauded. 

Review.  The  People's  Memory  muft  be 
as  unfound  as  the  Excife  Advocates  repre- 
fent  their  Judgment,  if  they  have  forgot 
that  the  Proje&or  was  fo  far  from  making 
any  of  his  Excifes  a  Foundation  for  taking 
off  old  Duties,  that  the  Power  and  Profit 
which  accrued  to  him  by  new  Levies  of 
Officers,  in  his  firft  Attempts,  encouraged 
him  to  proceed  in  the  fame  Track,  and  re- 
vive old  Duties,  inftead  of  taking  off  any 
which  before  exifted.  As  for  Inftance,  'the 
Excife  on  Coffee,  Tea,  and  Chocolate  was 
uflier'd  in  by  the  fame  Proje&of  with  folemn 
Promifes  of  great  Eafe  to  the  SubjeA,  and 
*  that  it  would  prove  a  Means  of  difcontinu- 
ing  other  Duties  more  burthenfome.     But 

how 
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how  were  thefe  golden  Promifes  perform'd? 
Why,  by  the  Revival  of  the  moft  heavy 
Tax,  that  ever  was  laid  on  any  People ;  I 
mean  the  Excife  on  Salt.  As  the  Revi- 
val of  this  Excife  proceeded  from  the  Ex- 
*  «• 

cife  on  Coffee,  Tea  and  Chocolate,  fo  the 

intended  Excife  on  Wine  and  Tobacco  would 

•  * 

undoubtedly  have  been  followed  with  an 
Excife  on  Sugar  and  other  Things,  notwiths- 
tanding any  minifterial  Promifes  to  the 
contrary. 

Confid.  Tie  Nation  eonfeffedly  fuffers 
very  largely  by  many  confiderable  Frauds  in 
the  Duties  upon  Wine  and  Tobacco.  <the  gene^ 
ral  and  loofe  Examination  tbefe  Gooods  pafs 
under  at  the  Cuflom-Houfe,  often  in  a  great 
Hurry \  when  a  large  Fleet  arrives  at  the 
fame  *fimey  has  by  no  Means  proved  an  effec- 
tual Method  to  co/lefi  the  whole  Duty  upon 
them.  Length  of&me,  and  repeated  Experi- 
ments, have  introduced  various  Practices  in- 
jurious  to  the  Publicity  which  are  now  car- 
ried on  there  with  great  Sis  11  and  Dexterity. 

T  3  Review. 


Review.  To  this  I  think  it  may  be  an- 
fwer'd,  that  the  Nation  can  better  fparc 
Time  than  Money ;  and  the  Difference  in 
Time  between  doing  a  Thing  right,  and 
doing  it  wrong,  is  not  very  great.  It  does 
not  therefore  feem  reafonabie  that  the  Na- 
tion fhould  be  brought  into  an  cxpenfiVe 
and  destructive  Scheme,  for  the  Sake  of  an 
Holiday,  and  fome  Hours  of  Afternoons 
Diverfion  to  their  Servants.  ■  But  why 
are  thefe  Officers  corrupt  ?  As  to  that,  our 
Author  is  quite  filent,  and  would  willingly 
throw  the  whole  Blame  upon  the  Mer- 
chants and  Traders  who  corrupt  them; 
though  it  hath  been  fully  proved  that  this 
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little  Temptation  for  Frauds.  +  Another 
Reafcn  for  thefe  Frauds  is,  that  the  inferior 
Officers  of  tlje  Cuftm-Houfe  are  not  in  the 
Nomination  of  the  Cammiffioners,  like  the 
Officer?  pf  Excif?,  but  are  appointed  by 
the  Treafury;  and,  when  found  guilty  pf 
any  Offence,  are  frequently  fupported  by 
thpfe  who  fifft  recommended  them,  {n 
tixis  confifta  the  only  Difference  between 
Excifemen  and  Cuftorn*Houfe  Officers,  gs  to 
their  Probity  and  Conduct  in  the  Collection 
of  the  Revenue. 

'  Confid.  €The  Frauds  endjibufes  that  do  al- 
ready appear  from  tU  Report  of  the  Committee 

T  4  appnntti 

1 1  ■■         '      tll.l    ',"   U|.|      |IM->      '  *    "  *"  w  *      ■"    '     V  ■".'■■..     ■      I     ■  ■■■ 

t  It  is  acknwtatapd,  thro'  the  wJ»ok  Report  o/  tjk* 
Committed appointedto  inquire  into  the  Frauds  and  Abufes 
Of  the  CuftonU,  thaj  moft  of  the  Fimuo>  and  Abufcs  Mh- 
tioned,  have  been  committed  by  the  Connivance  ojf  little 
Officers.  If  theft  Gentlemen  could  have  found  Time  to  go 
through  their  Enquiries,  they  might  have  traced  thjs  fair 
quky  to  its  Foun&in  head;  as  the  other  Lift,  I  am  *dm» 
refolvejl  *q  do,  wfcbpm  Regard  to  Pcrfojis,  They  might, 
have  found,  that  fome  of  the  chief  Ppfts  in  the  Cqft&m- 
Hpufe  were  Patent-Places,  held  in  Trufk  for  Perfons  who 
never  go  near  their  Qffices,  but  leave  them  to  Deputies, 
with  little  or  no  Salaries  frefidcf  Pejqujtes,  which  ilimly 
a  more  genteel  Word  for  Bribery  and  Corruption.  It 
mtujd  have  appealed.  that  wGatkmtn,  in  Particular, 
W4H>  enjoys  two  of  c^e  greateft  Pofts  in  the  Admintftratkm, 
feath  another  lgld  In  TfuJt  fof  him  in  the  Cijjfar-Ifoqlfr, 
for  two  Lives,  which  annually  tofts  the  Nation  more 
Money  than  all  the  Frauds  in  the  Tobacco  Trade  amount 
to  for  fcveral  Years  pad. 


( t<« ) 

appointed  to  i«jW»W/fc»*i»JB»jto*»i; 
frximd  important.'  BmmatftSm:  FrmJtj 
that  from  tie  Nature  of "tbem,i>abict  ii'ft 
Hi  deep  md  daft,  muft  few:  i/mfi  tte<NH 
tia  of  a  public  Cmmttit,  i  'tiiOfofiik3'/, 
fif;  tut  fin  ttofim/l  'if.vftfi'imm nmwfe 
that  Gentlemen,  ptttaH  amxrjmvr fuck 
vquft  ProOica,  Jbould  «  tbc.fiiorttimeimi- 
httfd  to  tbcir  Oqlary  be  Ok  ti  bring  J* 
many  of  them  to  {jfgbt.     r.'j  hrs  ■■■    "     >v 

Review.  I  do  not  fie  «ay  --thtag  regy 

wonderful  in  this ;  for  can  it  be  fuppofed 
that  the  Managers  of  the  Revenue,  who 
chiefly  compofed  this  Committee,  by  the 
particular  Addrefs  of  the  Projector,   could 


be  pretended  that  they: were  deny'd  the  In- 
light  of  the  Cuftom-bouft  Books,  or  any  other 
Afliftance,  which  .they  thought  requifite  to 
a  compleat  Difcovery ;  befides  the  Evidence 
which  had  been  cblle&ed  before  with  in- 
credible Pains,  as  the  very  Foundation  of 
die  Excife-Scheme,  and  was  particularly 
enumerated  by  the  Projector  himfelf,  when 
he  firft  opened  his  Scheme  in  the  Houfe. 

Confid.  Many  Cargoes  of  real  Wine  are 
run  upon  dl  the  Coqfts  of  Britain,  and  vaji 
Quantities  of  fometUng  called  Wine,  brewed 
by  Coopers  and  Vintner  's9  both  which  they  fell 
at  the  current  Price,  though  no  Duty  was 
paid  for  them. 

Review. 


to  have  been  wanting  to  procure  Information  i  for  it  ap- 
pears that  Smugglers,  corrupted  Officers,  and  Perfons  taken 
out  of  Goal,  were  produced  as  Witnefles.  Nay,  they  had 
Reeourfe  fo  far  back  as  1704  for  one  Inibnce  of  Fraud, 
and  in  fereral  Places  take  Notice  of  Sufpicions  and  Conjec- 
ture* of  Perfons  under  Examination,  inftead  of  Facts  at- 
tended by  proper  Vouchers.  I  don't  mention  this  as  a  Re- 
flection on  thefe  Gentlemen  j  no,  I  fpeak  it  to  their  Honour, 
to  (hew  that  they  executed  their  Truft,  as  became  their 
Duty  to  the  Houfe;  yet  they  fcem  to  be  confcious,  that 
their  Difcoveries  will  not  entirely  come  up  to  the  Expect- 
ation of  the  Publicki  which  they  impute  to  the  Want  of 
Time,  and  the  Extenfivenefs  of  Frauds  and  Abufes  in  the 
Cuftomi  i  which  I  am  afraid  would,  on  Examination,  ap- 
pear to  be  the  Cafe  in  other  Branches  of  tbji  BantfiAfe* 


(  *b*  y 

u  It  happens  very  unluckily,  that 
fomc  Commodities  already  excifed  arc  the 
mod  run;  witaefs  Tea  and  Brandy ;  which 
muft  always,  be  the  Cafe,  where  the  Duty 
is  very  high,  and  collected  with  the  maft 
Rigour.  For  the  Truth  erf  this  Fa#,  I  ap- 
peal to  the  Report  itfelf ;  even  that  fair 
and  judicious  Report,  which  the  Confidcrcr 
quotes  as  Authority,  It  is  truet  indued, 
that  great  Quantities  of  run  Tea  and  Brandy 
are  daily  fei**d;  bat  we  can  never  be  fire 
that  any  Seizure  of  run  Goods  is  not  frails 
dulent,  when  the  Duty  is  fo  high  as  t<x 
affprd  a  fufficient  Prpfit  to  the  Trader,  ar^i 
a  competent  Bribe  to  the  Ipformer.  ^  - 

.  Confid.  The  very  Jitji  Appearance  of  t bis 
Scheme  looks  Jo  agreeable,  that  it  is  na  Won- 
der Gentlemen^  who  wijhed  vxU  H  their 
Country,  Jhpuld  be  pkafed  with  iU 

Review.  This  is  fb  far  from  being  true* 
that  the  very  firft  Appearance  of  the  Scheme 

deftroy'd 

i    iw  wm  »■»«!  hi     miii    mniw    >  *mn  w  t  Jill    m  !!).>■ 

f  Tiis  Author  proyei  tbi*  A  1Mb,  by  flawing  Vw 
thefe  Adwnttggi  may  actrut,  Wfl  rfirflM  that  G<mt  ki- 
ted and  condemned,  vAvxch  ^ay  two  Itay,   are  almoft  as 
prejudicial  to  the  (air  Trader,  a&xu&Cta&u 


( ;i*3  ) 

deftroy'd  it  •  for  it  was  no  fconer  fcen  than 
univerfelly  exploded ;  and  though  the  Pro* 
je&or  obftinately  perfifted  in  pufhing  it  oq 
to  the  laft,  it  may  be  truly  faid  that  it  re* 
ceived  its  Death's  Wound  from  the  Moment 
6f  its  Birth,  if  not  in  the  very  Womb  of 
fa'Rurent, 

Confid.  Surely  the  endeavouring  to  levy 
the  whole  Duty  upon  thefe  Foreign  Commodities, 
which  may  be  properly  conpder%d  as  Articles  of 
Luxury  i  an  Aftempt  to  prevent  by  urious  and 
fraudulent  Pr offices  in  order  to  give  Relief 
from  Taxes  that  are  felt  mofl  Jevere>  is  high* 
fy  commendable. 

Review.  This  is  not  ftri&ly  true  $  for 
the  Commodities  of  our  own  Plantations 
are  not  foreign,  in  the  fame  Senfe  with 
thofe  of  Holland,  France^  and  Spain.  I 
allow  that  it  would  lave  Money  to  the  Na- 
tion, if  there  was  not  a  Drop  of  Wine 
drank,  and  we  could  export  our  Manu- 
factures, without  taking  Wipe  in  Exchange 
for  them ;  but  this  is  not  practicable,  nor 
indeed  defirable  in  our  Circumfcances ;  for 

VL 
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if  every  thing  ought  to  be  baniihed  as 
Luxury,,  which  is  not  absolutely  neceflary 
to  Life, ;  w$  oauft  bid  Adieu  to  Commerce 
at  once. 


•  - .-. 


-  Con($;  Ifeir  hderefi  and  their  Eafe  lay 
on  the  other  Side  the  $ueftion-,  but  the  Friends 
to  the  Bill  cbofe  the  moji  troublefome,  becauje 
they  thought  it  mofi  beneficial  to  their  Country. 


«■  * 


Review.  There  is  certainly  no  great  Me- 
rit  in  a  Minifter's  talcing  fome  Trouble,  for 
a  great  deal,  of  Power  and  Profit  \  but  the 
Misfortune  is  that  the  <  Trouble,  which  this 
Gentleman  fo  often  gives  himfelf,  is  always 
of  fuch  a  Nature  as  the  People  would  very 
g&dly  excufe.  It  confifts  in  continued  At- 
tempts to  lay. new  Taxes  upon  them,  or 
making  old  ones  more  grievous  to  them,  in- 
ftead  of  relieving  them  from  any  Part  of 
their  prefent  Burthen  -,  and  I  think  it  very 
ridiculous  to  complain  of  the  Trouble 
which  he  meets  with  upon  fuch  Accounts. 

,    Cpnfid.  I'be  Gentlewn  for  the  Bill  ima- 
gined it  would  be  advantageous  to  the  Publici, 

and 


t  *8S) 

* 

and  could  not  be  improper  in.  hfelf  to  put 
tbefe  foreign  Commodities  under  a  more  parti- 
cular Infpeflion,  in  Warehoufes,  and  Places  of 
Sale, only. 

■A 

Review.  The  Words  of  the  Bill  are  all 

0 

Warehoufes,  Storehoufes,  Rooms,  Shops, 
Vaults,  Cellars  and  other  Places;  made  ufe 
of  for  the  keeping,  catting,  ftripping,  or 
otherwift  manufacturing  any  Tobacco.  — 
However  therefore  fome  great  Merchants; 
who  have  Warehoufes  feparate  from  their 
Dwellings,  might  be  free,  in  fome  Mea- 
fure,  from  the  Vexation  and  Slavery  of  fuch 
Inquifitors,  I  am  fiire  this  Aflertion  is  abfo- 
lutely  falfe  as  to  the  Body  of  the. Retailers, 
whofe  Shops  and  Store- Rooms  generally 
take  up  the  greateft  Part  of  their :  Houfes, 
and  are  fb  complicated  together  as  to  render 
diem  all  liable  to  Infpedtion.  For  the  Truth 
of  this  I  appeal  to  the  Draggiils,  Grocers, 
Diftillers,  and  other  Traders,  who  haVe  al- 
ready the  Misfortuhe  to  be  uilder  the  LaWs 
of  Excife. 

4  .  , 

Confid. 


(■*) 

Confid.  'Their  Dejire  to  Jo  the  Nation 
Jvftice,  induced  them  to  think  it  could  be  m 
unreafonablt  Step  to  follow  thofc  open  Delin- 
quents the  Smugglers  into  the  Rtpofitorict  tf 
their  run  Goods  j  nor  did  it  appear  to  them 
any  Breach  of  Englifh  Liberty  to  attend  the 
Sellers  of  fraudulent  Tobaccot  and  the  Wine* 
Bnrwer,  in  tbofe  Vaults  and  Cellars  (for  no 
Houfe  vms  to  be  entered)  where  his  Gampofir 
tions,  frequently  unwbtdfone,  always  fraudu- 
lent, iverr  clandefiinely  made  \  that  under  Jucb 
en  I/iJpeSion  they  might  be  charged  with  that 
Duty  for  the  Pablick,  tobicb  they  cmjituetty 
txacJfrom  their  Fdhw-Subjetfs. 


Fratct  have  no  Fbw*r  to  enter  and  fearcS 
Houfesj  4b  that  our  Eiccifes  appear  to  be  of 
a  worfe  Kind  than  thfcfe  of  <*h«r  Nations, 
even  under  arbitrary  GovemmeftB ;  and  yet 
We  are  conftamly  cold  thfct  we  *w  the  hap- 
pieft  People  upon  the  Face  of  the  Earthy 
and  enjoy  all  the  Liberty  human  Nature  i* 
capable  of. 

But  we  are  aflUred  that  thefe  Regulations 
were  defigned  oaly  againft  Smugglers  and 
Witte+Bftwm.  Did  the  kill  then  make  any 
Diftinftion  between  die  fair  Trader  and 
therti  $  or  are  all  the  Dealers  in  Tobacco 
and  Wine  to  paft  uhder  that  Denomination? 

Con  fid.  They  imagined  thefe  injurious 
dealers  might  properly  enough  be  fubject  to 
the  fame  Law,  which  the  bonefi  Brewer  of 
true  Englilh  Beer  is  continually  under,  toith* 
tot  any  great  Trouble  to  himfelf  banger  to  Li* 
berty,  or  IncwoAuince  to  the  Nation. 

Revieto.    This  Argument  hath  juft  as 

much .  F<*ee  as  the  Former,  and  is  only 

quoting  one  Grievance  in  Juftification  bf 

another.    It  is  very  true  that  the  honcft 

.■*-■■»  Brewer 
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Brewer  of  true  Englijh  Beer  (as  the  Oat* 
fiderer  emphatically  ftiles  him)  hath  been 
long  fubjedl  to  thefe  feverc  Laws ;  and  fo 
are  now  many  other  honeft  Traders,  of 
different  Kinds.,  But  what  then  ?  Does  it 
follow  from  hence  that  thefe  Laws  are  no 
Incroachment  upon  Liberty,  add  Interrup- 
tion to  Trade;  or  that  the  Inconvenience 
wilt  not  be  increafed  by  the  Extenfion  of 
them?  This  Argument  is  another  Proof 
that  the  Scheme  had  a  more  general  Drift 
than  the  Proje&or  thought  fit  to  own ;  for 
I  will  defy  any  Man  %o  {hew  that  the  Cafe 
of  the  Brewers  might  not  be  urged  as 
ftrongly  for  converting  all  our  Taxes  into 
Excifes,  as  well  as  thole  upon  Tobacco  and 
Wine* 

*  Confid.  yctwas  one  valuable  Recommenda- 
tion of  the  Bill  they  brought  in,  that  it  was 
calculated^  by  lejfening  the  Number  of  Oaths* 
to  prevent  Perjury ;  which  nothing  bos  more 
promoted  than  the  frequent  and  common  V/e 
of  thein.  t  It  relieved  the  trader  from  /wear- 
ing to  his  own  Books. 

Ibview. 
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Review.  It  might  be  proper  enough  to 
aflc,  in  this  Place,  who  hath  made  the  Ufe 
of  Oaths  Co  frequent  and  common,  as  it  is 
at  prefent  ?  But,  to  wave  that  Point,  Is  it 
really  true  that  the  Tobacco  Bill  was  calcu- 
lated to  remedy  that  Evil?  No;  tho*  he 
talks  fo  confidently  of  its  removing  the 
greateft  Inconveniences  of  our  prefent  Ex- 
cifes,  the  (ingle  Inftance,  he  mentions  to 
prove  it,  happens  to  be  falfe. — What  can  be 
a  grofler  Impofition  on  the  Publick  than  the 
Affertion  that  this  Bill  would  have  relieved 
the  Trader  from  fwearing  to  his  own  Books  j 
when  the  exprefs  Words  of  the  Bill  are,  That 
he  is  to  fwear  to  the  Truth  of  every  Entry 
in  his  Books,  and  is  obliged  every  Night 
to  fet  down  the  grofs  Quantity  of  every 
leffer  Quantity  in  one  Book,  and  in  another 
Book  every  larger  Quantity,  that  he  fhall 
fell  every  Day  of  his  Life  ?  Can  this  be 
called  leflening  the  Number  of  Oaths  $  or  is 
making  Men  fwear  fo  minutely  to  their 
own  Books  the  Way  to  prevent  Perjury  ? 

Confid.  The   very    Time    this  Bill  wd$> 
brought  into  the  Houfe,  when  the  ProfpeSl  of  a 

U  new 
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new  EJeSion  was  fa  near,  is  one  Proof, 
among  many  others,  that  the  Gentlemen  for  it, 
fokly  intended  the  Service  of  the  Public*.-, 
and  hoped,  by  preventing  grofs  Abujcs,  and 
thereby  eofutg  feme  heavy  Taxes,  to  gain  the 
Favour  of  their  Country.  Unconcerned  Spec- 
tators of  great  Wifdom  and  Impartiality  art 
firmly  of  Opinion,  that  this  Defign  of  bone/i 
Popularity  was  their  greatefi  Crime,  and  in 
Truth  gave  Rife  to  the  Oppofition. 

Review.  What  a  ftrangc,  unfortunate 
Creature  muft  this  Projector  be,  that  all 
his  Schemes  of  Popularity  and  gaining  the 
Favour  of  his  Country  fliould  have   the 


(  *9*  ) 
of  an  honeft  Heart,   which  was  certainly 
the  Product  of  a  blundering  Head. 

Confid.  It  was  neceffary  in  the  firji  Place 
to  fyrtad  a  general  Terror ,  and  thus  to  in- 
fiame  and  interejl  the  whole  Body  of  the  Peo- 
ple. With  this  View,  no  Pains  were  Jpared, 
no  Arts  omitted  to  affright  the  Nation  with 
the  Jlrange  groundkfs  Terror  of  a  general 
Excife. 

Review.  How  groundlefs  it  was,  hath 
been  often  proved ;  and  the  Confiderer 
would  do  well  to  anfwer  what  hath  been 
faid  on  this  Head,  inftead  of  repeating  the 
fame  idle  Trumpery  over  and  over  a  thou- 
sand times.  What  is  a  general  Excife  but 
an  Accumulation  of  particular  Excife? 
And  if  he  will  pleafe  to  add  what  were  de- 
figned  by  this  Bill  to  thofe  which  already 
fubfift,  he  will  find  a  pretty  large  Catar* 
logue ;  but  as  thefe  witty  Writers  are  apt  to 
be  troubled  with  fhort  Memories,  I  muft 
beg  Leave  to  refrefh  thert  with  a  fhort 
Recapitulation.  The  following  Commodi* 
ties  are  already  excifed,   viz.  Beer  and  Ale, 

U  2  Mum, 
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Mum,  Cyder,  Perry  and  fweet  Wines; 
Malt,  Brandy  and  all  diftill'd  Spirits  y  Lea- 
ther, Soap,  Candles,  Hops,  Paper,  Pafte- 
boards,  Mill-boards,  &c.  Silks  and  Cal- 
iicoes  ;  Starch,  Hides,  Wire,  and  wrought 
Plate;  Cards  and  Dice;  Coffee,  Tea  and 
Chocolate ;  Salt,  To  thefe  we  muft  add 
Tobacco,  Wine,  and  Sugar,  which  are  all 
known  to  have  been  in  the  original  Scheme ; 
and  then  let  the  Confiderer,  or  his  Patron, 
name  any  one  material,  imported  Commo- 
dity, which  would  have  been  left  at  the 
Cuftom-Houfe>  or  unexcifed. 

Confid.  It  had  been  Time  enough  to  raife 
Alarms  when  they  found  the  leaji  Tendency 
towards  a  Deftgn  to  excife  any  Part  of  our 
Foody  or  enter  any  private  Houfe ;  but  it  was 
by  much  toofoonfor  thefe  Alarms,  when  it  was 
certain  there  was  no  other  Intention  but  to  re- 
gulate the  Duty  upon  two.  foreign  Commodities. 

Review.  That  is,  in  plain  Engli/h,  it  it 
Time  enough  to  ftruggle,  when  the  Knife 
is  at  your  Throat ;  a  Maxim,  which,  in  its 
full  Extent,  hath  overturn'd,  and  will  over- 

turn 


•  /  <>♦ 
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turn  all  the  Liberties  of  Mankind.    I  tike 
the  Counfel  of  the  Bird  in  the  Fable  much 
better ;  which  was  to  pick  up  the  Hemp- 
Seed,  immediately  after  it  was  fown.     To 
apply  this   Fable,  Liberty  is  not  half  fo 
much  in  danger  of  being    mafter'd  by 
Scalade,    as  fcy  Undermining.        But  to* 
come  a  little  nearer  to  the  Point ;  Is  no  Part 
of  our  Food  already  excifed  ?  Is  not  Wine^ 
by  long  Habit,  become  Part  of  our  Food ; 
even  fuch  a  Part  of  it,  as  to  many  Perfons, 
and  in  many  Cafes,  to  be  not  only  convex 
nient,  but  abfblutely  neceflary  to  Life  ?  Let 
our  Author  afk  the  meaner  Sort  of  People, 
as  well  as  fome  of  higher  Rank,  and  he 
will  find  that  even  Tobacco  is  confidered  by 
them  as  Part  of  their  Food ;  or  at  leaft  as 
ufeful  to  them  as  their  Food.    Let  him  con- 
ihlt  the  fair  Sex,    in  the  fame  Manner, 
whether  they  don't  look  upon  Coffee,  Tea, 
and  Chocolate,  as  a  Part  of  their  Food.    I 
know  all  thefe  Commodities  are  treated  as 
Articles  of  Luxury  by  the  minifterial  Wri- 
ters ;  and  if  they  can  periuade  the  Gentle- 
men of  England  to  leave  off    drinking 
Wine  and  fmoaking  Tobacco;  or  if  the 

U3  Ya&e^ 
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under  an  Excife;  a  Ta 
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tion,  are  not  all  our  Ships  v&ualled  with 
felted  Provisions  ?  Let  any  Man  therefore 
judge  what  an  Eafe  this  Tax  mud  be  to 
our  Commerce,  and  how  likely  to  give  us 
the  Ballance  of  Trade. 

As  for  entring  private  Houfes,  it  appears 
from  what  has  been  faid  before,  that  almoft 

« 

all  the  trading  Part  of  the  Kingdom  art 
already,  or  would  have  been,  fubjed  to  this 
unwelcome  Visitation,  by  the  Execution  of 
the  late  Scheme.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that 
the  Projector  and  his  Advocates  have  lately 
been  pleafed  to  put  this  vaft  Body  of  Men 
upon  the  fame  Foot  with  Inn-keepers, 
Victuallers,  and  Retailers  of  Geneva,  in 
order  to  fubjedt  them  to  the  fame  Laws. 
The  Traders,  no  Doubt,  are  highly  obliged 
to  them  for  this  Favour,  and  I  hope  will 
take  fome  Opportunity  to  return  it;  for, 
according  to  this  new  Doctrine,  three  Parts 
of  the  Houfes  in  England  might  be  enter'd 
at  Pleafure,  and  yet  the  Projector  might 
continue  to  infift  that  there  was  not  the 
leaft  Tendency  towards  a  Defign  to  enter 
any  private  Houfe. 

U  4  The 
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The  Qmfiderer  then  proceeds  to  condemn 
the  Inftru&ions  and  Reprefentations,  that 
were  fent  up  from  all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom 
to  the  Parliament-Members:  Which  the 
Author  of  the  Review  proves  to  be  en- 
tirely agreeable  to  our  Conftitution,  and 
conformable,  as  he  fhews  by  undoubted 
Authority,  to  ancient  Cuftom,  as  far  back 
as  the  Time  of  Edward  III.  He  concludes 
with  this  memorable  Paragraph. 

Review.  The  Right  of  Petitioning  and 
Inftrudting  being  thus  warranted  by  the 
Practice  of  all  Ages,  it  remains  only  to  be 
confidered  whether  it  was  properly  exercifed 
or  not,  againft  the  late  Excife-Bill  $  and 
here,  I  think,  there  is  but  little  Room  for 
Difpute ;  for  if  this  Privilege  is  juftiiiable 
at  any  Time,  or  in  any  Cafe,  it  was  cer- 
tainly fo,  on  that  Occafion.  Shall  a  wicked 
Scheme  againft  the  Trade,  the  Liberty  and 
Property  of  the  Subjedt,  be  fet  on  Foot  by 
an  audacious  Projector,  and  muft  the  Peo- 
ple paflively  fubmit  to  it  ?  Shall  the  Btitijb 
Nation,  who  have  fpent .  fo  many  Millions 
of  Money,  and  loft  fo  much  Blood,  in  De- 
fence 
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fence  of  their  Liberties  and  Conftitution, 
fit  ftill  and  tamely  fiiflcr  the  galling  Fettert 
of  Excife  Laws  to  be  rivetted  on  their  Legfl 
by  an  Inventor  of  Cruelty,  without  any 
Struggles  to  relieve  Themfelves  ?  God  for-* 
bidi  It  is  their  Right,  nay,  it  is  their  Duty$ 
in  allfuch  Cafes,  to  implore  the  Prote&iott 
of  thofe  who  are  intruded  with  their  Li* 
berries,  and  will  fupport  them,  as  long  at 
our  Conftitution  is  preferved.  They  ex- 
erted this  Right,  in  the  late  Cafe,  with 
Prudence  and  Vigour,  and  therefore  with 
Succefs.  This  is  not  only  a  Subjed:  of  Joy  at 
prefent,  but  ought  to  give  diem  Comfort, 
in  Times  to  come ;  for  I  muft  agree  with 
the  Craft/man  in  hoping  that  theft  Method* 

will  be  revived  in  the  fame  prudent  and  ttf* 

» 

gorous  Manner  upon  all  extraordinary  Oc± 

caftans. 

And  in  Anfwer  to  what  the  Qmfiderer  faysj 
that  thofe  Inftrudions  were  enforced  by  Me* 
naces  and  btfults,  and  even  endeavours  to  pro* 
cure  an  Ajfaffmati<my  the  Reviewer  is  pkafed 
to  be  thus  merry* 

Review* 
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Review.  Nothing  renders  the  Projector 
more  ridiculous  than  his  continual  Apprc- 
henfions  of  Plots  and  Aflaffinationsj  which 
feem  to  haunt  him  by  Night  and  by  Day, 
like  a  bad  Conscience,  and  drfturb  all  his 
golden  Dreams  of  Power.  A  few  Years 
ago  a  moft  horrid  Confpiracy  againft  him 
was  providentially  difcovercd  by  a  Penny- 
Poft-Letter,  which  put  the  poor  Gentleman 
into  fuch  a  terrible  Pannick,  that  he  alarmed 
his  Neighbours  at  Midnight,  and  durft  not 
go  to  Bed,  till  a  futficjent  Guard  was  planted 
round  him.  Some  Time  after  this  *  cer- 
tain Vow  of  Deftmdion  renewed  his  Fears, 
and   prefented    a   difmal  Scene  of  Halters 


I  Iball  nuke  but  one  Extract  more  from 
each  Pamphlet,  and  then  leave  this  faaaaw 
Controversy  to  the  Judgment  of.  the  im- 
partial Reader. 

Confid.  lie  Gtntkmtn  who  meant  onfy  the 
puiiick  Good,  gave  up  the  Bill  for  ever,  ra- 
tter than  create  any  Hazard  of  public  Dif* 
orders.  liey  'were  confeious  the  Bill  was  in- 
tended welly  and  Jill  convinced,  it  might  have 
beeii  made  very  ufeful  •,  hut  they  generwjly  cbofe 
to  Jacrifice  their  own  Sentiments  toy  what, 
they  thought,  the  msfiaken  Opinion  of  their 
Felkw-SubjeSs. 

When  they  firfi  formed  the  Plan,  their 
only  View  was  to  remove  feme  heavy  lanes ; 
when  they  entirely  reUwpdjhed  the  JDefign, 
it  was  to  convince  the  People  of  their  Regard 
to  public  Peace,  and  the  Deference  they  paid 
even  to  their  nufiaken  Notions.  U*  Detfg* 
from  which  this  Bill  proceeded,  the  Bajt 
of  the  People,  was  u/squeftionably  good**  and 
the  departing  from  it,  under  Juch  Circum- 
ftances,  an  Aft  offingutar  Modefty  and  Com- 
pliance. 


Review,      fl 
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tteview.  I  think  it  would  have  been  more 
proper  to  put  it  Gentleman  in  the  Angular 
Number;  or,  at  leaft,  Gentlemen  in  the 
Greek  dual  Number;  for  I  don't  believe 
there  were  above  two  Perfons  in  the  whole 
Kingdom,  who  were  heartily  concern'd 
for  the  Succefs  of  it;  I  mean  the  Proje&or 
and  his  Brother,  though  many  of  their 
Creatures  had  juftCaufe  to  refent  their  giv- 
ittg  ft  up,  after  they  had  been  drag'd 
through  the  Mire,  in  the  Profecution  of  it. 
But  let  us  take  the  Author's  own  State  of 
this  Cafe.  It  feems  then  that  as  thefe  two 
honourable  Gentlemen  had  no  other  Defign 
in  propofing  the  BiUthan  merely  the  pub- 
lic Good,'  fo  their  departing  from  it  was  an 
Ad  of  lingular  Modefty  and  Compliance 
with  the  Prejudices  of  the  People.——  I 

am  always  pleafed  to  fee  any  Inftances  of 

_     ...      .  « 

Modefty  and  Compliance ;  which  are  fome~ 
what  extraordinary,  as  the  CmJiderern^aAj 
obfcrves,  in  a  great,  overgrown  Minifter; 
but  was  this  really  the  Cafe,  with  regard 

^k  to  the  Excife-Bill  ?  I  am  afraid  there  was  a 
1  little  Spice  of  private  Intereft  both  in  the 

/  Defign 
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Defign  itfelf,  and  the  Manner  of  dropping 

it- 
It  is  here  neceflary  to  confider  the  Progrefs 
of  this  Affair  from  its  firft  Conception  to 
the  prefent  Time ;  for  I  muft  obferve  that 
it  was  no  fudden  Expedient,  accidentally 
flatted  to  fupply  the  current  Services  of  the 
Government,  inftead  of  k  Land-Tax,  as 
the  Projector  and  his  Advocates  pretend; 
but  a  deliberate,  fettled  Scheme,  which 
*  hath  been  laid  many  Years,  and  was  to 
be  executed  by  Degrees,  as  Opportunities 
offered,  and  the  Nation  could  be  drawn  in- 
to it.  About  ten  Years  ago,  the  Projedor 
gain'd  a  considerable  Step,  by  the  Excife  on 
Coffee,  Tea,  and  Chocolate.  Some  Time 
after  this,  a  notable  Treatife  was  publifhed, 
intitled,  An  EJfay  on  the  public  Debts  of  this 
Kingdom,  &c.  which  was  particularly  pa- 
troniz'd  by  the  Proje&or,  and  contained  an 
elaborate  Recommendation  of  the  fame 
Scheme.  Nay,  it  is  even  faid  that  the 
Perfon,  who  wrote  this  Piece,  had  the  pe-  , 
m  fuliar  Honour  of  drawing  up  the  late  Bill, 
and  .hath  received  fome  other  Marks  of  Fa- 
irour  for  his  Services  to  the  Public.    In  the 

Year     / 
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Year  1730,  the  Excife  upon  Salt  was  re- 
vived, under  the  Pretence  of  taking  off  one 
Shilling  in  the  Pound  on  Land  j  and  the 
Projector  declared,  at  the  lame  Time,  that 
if  Gentlemen  would  come  into  fome  pro- 
per Regulations  in  the  Manner  of  collecting 
the  public  Revenues,  he  would  undertake 
to  cafe  them  from  the  other  Shilling  *. 
This 


*  Every  body  knowi,  that  t  Land-Tax  of  1  r.  i»  laid  for 
r"o,ooo  /.  which  mull  have  been  railed  on  Tobacco  and 
Wine,  in  order  to  take  it  off  the  Laid  :  Bat  we  rooft  firft 
fuppoie,  that  the  Frauds  committed  in  the  Duties  on  thole 
two  Commodities,  do  amount  to  that  Sum;  and  that  au 
Excife  would  have  effectually  pot  a  flop  to  than  The  mi- 
nillcrial  Writers  pretended  at  firft  that  the  former  was  the 
Cafe,  and  the  latter  would  be  the  Confeqncnce  ;  and  even 
the  i'rojeflor  was  not  aOiamed  to  infill  on  both  thefe  Points 
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This  was  prefently  underftood  to  mean  an 
Excife ;  which  alarm'd  the  City  of  London 
and  the  whole  Nation  to  fuch  a  Degree, 
that  they  petitioned  their  Reprefentatives, 
in  the  moft  earneft  Manner,  to  oppofe  any 
fuch  Defign,  and  took  all  other  prudent 
Methods  to  defeat  it,  before  the  Parliament 
met  laft  Year.  Yet  ftill  the  Projector  per- 
lifted  in  his  Scheme>  againft  the  Senfe  of 
the  whole  Nation,  and  the  Advice  of  his 
beft  Friends.  The  dreadful  Apprehenfions 
of  the  People,  which  fufficiently  manifefted 
themfelves  upon  this  Occaiion,  were  fo  far 
from  foftening  his  Mind,  or  altering  his 
Purpofe,  that  they  feem'd  to  add  new  Vi- 
gour 


+m 


Part  of  chat  Sum,  fuppofing  the  fame  Importation  and  an 
entire  Stop  pat  to  all  Frauds. 

But  fuppofe  the  Duties  would  have  been  increafed  30,000  /. 
a  Year,  dill  470,000/.  would  have  been  wanting  to  mate 
up  the  propofed  500,000/.  in  Lieu  of  the  Land  Tax  of  1  /. 
which  muft  therefore  have  been  raifed  bv  an  Improvement 
of  the  Duties  on  Wine.  It  appeared  by  Accounts  laid  be- 
fore the  Hoafe,  that  the  whole  Duties  upon  this  Commodi- 
ty came  to  little  more  than  500.000/.  per  Jhm.  at  a  Me- 
dium from  Chrifimas  1724,.  to  1731  ;  and  the  Seizures  for 
the  fame  Term,  not  to  above  700  /.  (b  that  469300  /.  pet 
Attn,  the  remaining  Part  of  the  faid  500,000  /.  muft  have 
been  raifed  by  an  extraordinary  Importation  of  Wine,  or 
by  the  wonderful  Operation  of  this  Scheme,  in  detecting  all 
the  myflerious  Practices  of  the  Wine* Brewers,  and  pal- 
ing a  Stop  to  thofe  daring  Delinquents,  the  Smugglers. 


$ 
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whereas  by  adjourning  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  the  Bill  is  only  fufpended  for  a  Time, 
and  may  be  refumed  upon  fome  other  Oc- 
cafion. 

That  this  was  the  Proje&or's  Senfc  of  the 
Matter,  appeared  from  his  own  Mouth; 
for  at  the  fame  Time  that  he  moved  for  ad- 
journing the  farther  Confideration  of  the 
Bill  to  a  long  Day,  he  expatiated  very 
largely  on  the  Advantages  of  it,  and  plainly 
intimated  that  he  chofe  this  Method,  in  or- 
der to  prevent  its  being  intirely  rejedted. 

To  fum  up  all  in  a  Paflage  from  one  of 
the  Writers  in  the  Craft/man,  which  had 
been  perverted  by  the  Confiderer 

'  Let  us  fuppofe,  fays  this  Author,  againfl? 
all  moral  Certainty,  that  the  late  unhappy 
Projett  would  have  raifed  the  whole  Sum 
propofed;  yet  the  old  Queftion  will  ftill  recur; 
Whether  a  People,  who  have  expended  above 
two  hundred  Millions,for  the  Support  of  their 
Liberties,  within  thefc  fifty  Years  paft,  and 
ftill  continue  to  pay  above  five  Millions 
crery  Year,  on  the  fame  Account,  ought  to 
give  them  up  at  laft,  for  the  Sake  of  favinjg 
five  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  -  a  Year,  in 

X  their 
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their  national  Expences*  efpeci*tty  wheii 
the  fame  Saving  might  be  eafily  made,  pqr- 
fe&ly  confident  with  our  Conftitution,  by 
a  proper  Redu&ion  of  the  Army,  the  Sup- 
predion  of  ufeleis  Offices,  and  the  Refurnp- 
tion  of  exorbitant  Penfions/ 

Having  been  fo  particular  on  the  Subject 
of  Excifes,  I  mull  treat  with  more  Brevity 
the  other  Points  that  come  under  the  De- 
nomination of  opprejftve.  Of  this  Kind  we 
muft  reckon  every  Reftoiat  upon  the  Li- 
berty of  ipeaking  and  writing,  and  much 
more  upon  the  liberty  of  our  Perfons. 

That  the  late  Minifter  had  ever  projected 
the  putting  the  Prefe  again  under  a  Licenfer% 
as  fome  have  infinuated*  «  more,  I  think, 
than  can  be  made  fully  to  appear.  He 
knew  too  well  how  far  the  Sepfe  of  Liberty 
had  prevail'd,  and  how  much  he  had  to 
hazard  in  fuch  a  bare -faced  Attempt. 
But  at  the  fanpe  Time  we  muft  all  own 
that  tedious,  e^penfive,  and  fevere  Profe- 
cutions,  Fine6  and  Imprifonments,  and  a^. 
the  Artillery  of  Minifterial  Powpr,  hav* 
been  occasionally  made  ijfe  of  to  intimidate 

from 
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ftoia  the  putting  thjs  Liberty  hi  Pra&ice* 
The  Inftance  of  Mr.  Francklin  is  very  well 
remember'd,  and  feveral  others  might  be 
enumerated. 

And  yet  the  fame  Gentleman*  wlio  fe$ 
on  foot  thofe  Severities,  was  at  a  certain 
period  one  of  the  moft  zealous  *  Advo- 
cates for  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs,  and 
made  a  mose  free  Ufe  of  it  than  has  been 
often  done  under  his  own  Adminiftratioru 
For  a  Proof  of  this  we  need  only  turn  to 
a  Pamphlet  published  in  17 13,  entitled, 
A  Jhort  Hijlory  gf  the  hft  Parliament,  with 
this  remarkable  Motto, 

Venalis  Populus,  venalis  Curia  Pat  rum  ! 
tho'  faid  to  be  writ  in  the  TWr,  while  the 
Author  lay  there  under  a  Cenfure  for  Bri- 
bery and  Corruption.  He  that  cou'd  charge 
the  reprefentatiye  Body  of  the  People  with 
having  contributed  to  the  Ruin  of  their  Coun* 
try,  one  would  think  fhould  have  little  to 
fey  upon  the  Indecency  of  charging  tho 
fame  Crime  upon  any  one  Member  of  that 
Body !  But  as  People,  have  been  apt  to  differ 

X  2  with 
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with  one  another,  and  even  with  themfelves 
in  different  Circumftances,  about  this  Free* 
dom  of  fpeaking  and  publishing  our 
Thoughts,  I  (hall  infert  what  has  been 
printed  as  the  Sentiments  of  Mr.  Walpolt 
on  this  Subject,  in  the  famous  Cafe  of  Mr, 
Steele,  when  he  ihew'd,  *  That  this  violent 
'  Profecution  ftruck  at  the  Liberty  of  the 
1  SubjeCt  in  general,  and  of  the  Members  of 
'  that  Houfe  in  particular ;  justified   Mr. 

*  Sleek  on  all  die  Heads  of  the  Accuiation 

*  railed  againft  him  ;  and  faid  he  hoped  the 
'  Houfe  would  not  facrifice  one  of  their 
1  Members  to  the  Refentment  and  Rage  of 

*  the  Miniftry,   for  no  other  than  bis  Crime, 
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<  By  the  Liberty  of  the  Ftefr  I  mean,  * 
I  fuppofe  every  Body  elfe  does,  an  unrcv 
(erved,  difcretionary  Power  for  every  Man 
to  publifh  his  Thoughts  on  any  Subjed, 
and  in  any  Manner,  which  is  not  forbid* 
den  by  the  Laws  of  the  Land,  without 
being  obliged  to  apply  for  a  Licence  or 
Privilege  for  £>  doing.  In  fliort,  where 
this  Liberty  prevails,  every  Author  has  .a 
Right  to  print  what  he  pkafes,  without 
afking  any  Body  Leave,  and  without 
fearing  any  Moleftation  from  Authority, 
fo  long  as  he  ^eeps  within  his  proper 
Bounds;  which,  it  is  his  Bufinefs  to  take 
care,  not  to  trajifgrefs.  He  knows  the 
Laws  of  his  Country ;  and  if  he  rafhly 
offends  againft  them,  he  muft  (uhmit  to 
the  Penalty. 

And  a  tittle  farther :  €  The  next  Point  to 
be  confider'd  is  the  Objedt  of  this  Liberty; 
or  on  what  Subje&s  it  is  fuppofed  to  al- 
low us  to  debate  freely;  and  thofe  can  be 
only  Government  and  Religion*  For,  as  the 
public  Welfare  of  every  Nation  depends, 
entirely  on  thefe  two  great  Articles,  fo 
they  are  the  only  Points  on  which  any 

X  3  c  Tyrant  <A 
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Tyrant  or  arbitrary  Prince  would  dcfire  to 
'■  reftrain  our  Thoughts.  We  meet  with 
1  no  Inftance,  in  Hiftory,  of  any  Nation 
'  where  the  Subjects  are  prohibited  from  wrir- 
'  ing  on  Matters  of  Indifference  and  Specu- 
lation,  or  from  venting  the  Productions  of 

*  their  idle  Hours.  The  mod  flavifii  Nations, 

*  where  any  Degree  of  Learning  prevails,  a- 
1  bound,  as  much  as  ours,  with  Booksof  mere 

*  Entertainment  and  Diverfion  j  as  we  nay 

*  obferve   in    France,    Italy,     and    Sfunnx 

*  where  there  is  no  Prohibition  of  Plays, 

*  Novels,  Love-Letters,  Trawls  and  fto- 

*  mances :  But  this  is  no  Proof  of  the  Li- 
1  berty  of  the  Prefi  in  thofe  Countries  $ 
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lumniate  Perfons  in  high  Power ;  neither 
of  which  ought  to  be  tolerated  in  any 
Society ;  but  a  Liberty  of  examining  the 
Principles  of  oar  Faith  by  die  Tcft  of 
Scripture  and  Reafon*  of  declaring  our 
Jbdgmet*  in  all  difputable  Matters  $  and 
of  expofing  the  Corruptions,  Impactions, 
and  ridiculous  Claims  of  fame  Clergy* 
men ;  a  Liberty  of  giving  our  Opinion! 
in  the  feme  Manner,  of  all  political  Tranf- 
a&iohs  s  of  debating  the  great  Affairs  of 
Peace  and  War  j  of  freely  delivering  our 
Sentiments  concerning  any  Laws  which 
are  in  Agitation ;  and  of  modeftly  offer- 
ing our  Reafons  for  the  Repeal  of  thole 
which  are  found  to  be  oppreflive;  a 
Liberty  of  letting  forth  Male-Admini- 
ftration,  and  pleading  for  die  Redrefs  of 
Grievances ;  of  expofing  Mifinanagement 
and  Corruption  in  high  Places,  and  dif- 
covering  the  fecret  Dcfigns  of  wicked  and 
ambitious  Men. 
Next  to  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs,  and 
very  fimilar  to  it,  we  muft  look  upon  to 
be  the  Liberty  of  the  Stage  -,  which,  it  is 
well   known,  was  entirely  reftrain'd  under 

X  4  the 
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the  late  Adminiitration,  and  put  into  th£ 
Hands  of  a  Licenfcr.  The  poor  Pretence  for 
it  was  faid  to  be  a  Manufcript  Piece,  which 
the  Projector  got  Pofleflion  of  at  a  high 
Price,  and  produced  to  his  Friends,  who 
immediately  joined  with  him  in  die  glorious" 
Defign  of  fupprefling  for  the  future  all  per- 
fomjied  Satire  on  Men  in  Power.  It  muft 
be  own'd  that  the  dramatic  Genius  of  die 
Age,  for  fome  time  before,  did  not  appear 
with  any  extraordinary  Luftre,  but  in  all 
human  Probability,  it  will  now  for  ever 
move  in  Shackles.  While  this  Bill  was  de- 
pending in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  aSpeech  was* 
made  againft  it  by  the  E— 1  of  Cb—ft~4tti 
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moving  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that 
a  Play  was  offer'd  the  Players,  which,  if 
my  Account  be  right,  was  truly  of  a  moft 
fcandalous  and  flagitious  Nature.  What 
was  the  EfFeA  ?  Why,  they  not  only 
refilled  to  a&  it,  but  carried  it  to  a  cer- 
tain Perfon  in  the  Administration,  as  a 
fure  Method  to  have  it  fupprefs'd.  Could 
this  be  the  Occafion  of  the  Bill  ?  Surely 
no :  The  Caution  of  the  Players  could 
never  occafion  a  Law  to  reffrain  them ; 
it  is  an  Argument  in  their  Favour,  and 
a  material  one,  in  my  Opinion,  againft 
the  Bill:  It  is  to  me,  a  Proof  that  the 
Laws  are  not  only  fufficient  to  deter  them 
from  afting  what  they  know  would 
offend,  but  alio  to  punilh  them  in  cafe 
they  fhould  do  it 

'  My  Lords,  I  muft  own  I  have  obferv* 
ed  of  late  a  remarkable  Licentioufheis  on 
the  Stage,  There  were  two  *  Plays  a Aed 
laft  Winter,  that,  one  would  have  thought, 
fhould  have  given  the  greateft  Offence,  and 
yet  wercfuffer'dwithoutanyCenfure  what- 


•  P*/f*i*  sad  King  Cb*rlt$  I. 

*  ever. 


ever.    In  one  of  thefc  Hays  the  Aathof 

thought  fit  to  reprefent  Religion,  Phyfic, 
and  die  Law,  as  inconftftent  with  Com- 
'  mon  Seafe :  The  other  was  founded  ort 
'  a  Story  very  unfit  for  theatrical  Enter- 
1  tainment  at  the  Time  of  Day,  a  Story 
'  fo  recent  in  the  Minds  of  EngliJBme/r, 
1  and  of  fo  fbicmn  a  Nature,  that  it  ought 

*  to  be  touched  upon  only  m  the  Pulpit. 
'  The  Stage  may  want  Regulation,  the 
'  Stage  may  have  it,  and  yet  fee  kept  within 
'  Bounds  without  a  hew  Law  for  that  Pur- 
1  pofe.  I  cannot  but  think,  that  great  Men 
'  are  generally  more  folicitous  to  guard  their 

*  own  Characters  from  public  Contempt, 
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tory,  where  IPowfey  repei'd  a  theatrical 
Satire  bf  looking  for  the  CtuSt  tsf  it  itt 
hirnfclf,  fee  iihiftrates  what  fallows, 
'  One  of  tfoegrca£e&Gk>odswecxnen$oy 
is  Liberty.  The  beft  Things  hive  their 
Mays:  liberty  has  Its  Allay :  Licendotif- 
nefs  is  the  Allay  of  Liberty;  it  is  the  Ha- 
trral^iVelfignc^thdEbiplljtion  bf  vigorous 
Liberty,  WheA  1  totch  the  cnte  it  is  with 
a  fearful,  with  a  trembling  Hand,  ieft  I 
Jhduld  unwarily  do  a  violence  to  the  other. 
Is  a  Play  a  Libel  mpon  any  one  ?  Thfe 
Law  is  fufficient  to  punifh  the  Offender, 
and  the  Perfon  in  this  Cafe  has  a  Angular 
Advantage ;  he  can  be  at  no  Difficulty  to 
prove  who  is  die  PubHfher  of  it;  thfc 
Player  himfelf  is  the  Publisher,  and  there 
can  be  no  Want  of  Evidence  to  convift 
him. 

*  When  we  complain  of  the  Licentiotif- 
nefe  of  the  Stage,  I  fear  we  have  more 
Rcafon  to  complain  of  bad  Meafores 
in  oar  Policy,  and  a  general  Decay  df 
Virtue  and  good  Morals  among  us*  Ri- 
dicule  and  Satire  have  their  Ufc  in  inch  a 
Circumftancc  ;  they  have  a  diro9c  °C«v- 

€w  teasel 
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*  dcncy  to  correct  the  Guilty,    while  the 

*  Innocent  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
'  them.  Juft  Conduct  exempts  every 
'  Perfon  from  the  Coniequences  of  Satire j 

*  for  Satire  unjuftly  caft  reverts  upon  the 
'  Cenfurer,  and  Ridicule  ill  applied  make! 

*  the  Perfon  who  ufes  it  ridiculous. 

*  The  Stage,  preferved  and  kept  up  to 
'  its  true  Purpofe,  mould,  no  doubt,  only 

*  represent  thofe  Incidents  in  the  Actions  and 
1  Characters  of  Men,  as  may  tend  to  the 

*  Difcouragement  of  Vice,  and  the  Pn#- 

*  motion  of  Virtue  and  good  Life*,  nor 
'  does  it  vary  from  its  InfUtution,  when  ft 
'  helps  us  to  judge  of  the  Vices  and  Follies 


\ 
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Licenfer  at  Court :  What  was  the  Prao 
tice  then  ?  Why,  when  we  were  out  of 
Humour  with  Holland,  Dryden  the  Lau- 
reat  wrote  his  Play  of  the  Cruelty  of  the 
Dutch  at  Amboyna.  When  the  Affair  of 
the  Exclufion  Bill  was  depending,  he 
wrote  his  Duke  of  Guife.  When  the 
Court  took  Offence  at  the  Citizens,  who 
having  a  great  deal  of  Property,  were  te- 
nacious of  it,  as  they  were  of  Liberty, 
which  is  abfolutely  neceflary  to  the  Se- 
curity of  Property,  the  Stage  was  employ'd 
to  expofe  them  as  Fools,  Cheats,  Ufiirers, 
and,  to  compleat  their  Chara&ers,  Cuck- 
olds. The  Cavaliers  at  that  Time,  who 
were  to  be  flatter'd,  tho'  the  worft  of 
Characters,  were  always  very  honeft  wor- 
thy Gentlemen;  and  the  Diflenters,  who 
were  to  be  abufed,  were  always  Scoundrels, 
and  quaint  mifchievous  Fellows. 
*  In  this  Manner  was  the  Stage  under  a 
Licenfer.  And  tho*  I  have  the  greateft 
Efteem  for  that  noble  Lord  in  whole 

Hands  this  Power  at  prefent  is  defigned 

» 

to  fall*  and  whofe  Impartiality  and  Judg- 
€■■  ffxcnt  I  have  the  greateft  Confidence  in, 

':•-'.  c  yet 
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*  yet  fptt£timftM*^*K^fc  V>* 
1  fljjoDS.of  aGq^jibutff  to  be  avoids  > 
'  and  it  is  natural  tftflgt^ tfw  a  Coyit 
1  Officer  will  fofiP^  K^ulaff  W»  Jufe-i 

*  men;  according  W  t^l  tfomcqr  of  |hs 

*  Court,    whate^K  .th»  Hhwput  of    tho 

*  Court  may  be, . 

■  My  Lords*  £  k  TC*»  P*cfi#y  a  B*U 
1  of  this  Kind  flwuld  pafe,  I  am  of  OpU 

*  nion,  the  Method  propofed  in  tills,  to 
'  reftrain  the  LicentiouJhefs  complain  'd  of, 
c  will  not  anfwer  the  Purpofe.  For  if  it 
1  does  not  extend  to  the  Reftraint  of  Print- 

*  i"g  (which  I  hope  it  never  will)  it  cannot 
'  produce  that  deGred  Effect.     When  my 

*  Lord  Chamberlain    has  marked   a    Play 
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Efffd  among  the  People,  bj  tiTnMewy 
when  the  printed  Play  nay  coftbuta* 
Shilling,  and  the  feeing  it  afted  will  coft 
three  or  four?  Does  not  the  Satire  re- 
main in  Print,  to  be  read  and  confidered 
when  the  Offence  in  A&ing  k  over  and 

forgot  ?" I  don't  doubt  but  there  are 

People  who  would  fit  down  and  write  a  * 
Play  on  Pqrpofe  to  have  it  refuted,  and 
that  will  be  the  only  Merit  belonging  to 
it :  For  I  rauft  obferve  to  your  Lordfhipe, 
that  although  it  isvery  difficult  to  write  one 
that  i$  fit  to  be  a&ed,  yet  it  is  eafy  enough 
to  write  one  that  is  fit  to  be  refufed. 
€  When  this  is  the  Cafe,  will  it  not  be 
&id,  Shall  we  fuffer  a  Play  to  be  printed 
after  it  has  been  forbid  to  be  aftcd  ?  Shall- 
we  prevent  the  Administration  from  being 
abu&d  in  Drufj^Lane^  and  aHo^r  it  to- 
be  abufed  all  over  the  Nation?  What  can 
be  laid  in  Anfwfcr  to  this  ?  I  own,  I  think 
one  Reftraint  ias  reafonabk  as  the  other. 
When  this  Point  $  once  gain'd,  another 
Step  \yili  undoubtedly  follow:    It   will, 
he  faid,  ShaU  we  prohibit  the  printing  of 
a  Libel  in  th?  Form  of  a.^y,  andper- 
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'  "aft  Importanc 

*  but  be  againft  t 

'  lead  us  to  the  I, 

'  Befides,  my 

"  Points  to  be  ten 

'  *e  Property  of 

J  °f  it,  and  very, 

*  they  have.     Tha 

'  isnotoorCiie;  , 

'"fed  for.     Xnrft, 

'  ""y  particular  Re 

"  by  this  Bill  Wit  i, 

'thePubiiciby^ 

'my Lord,.  ^^ 

^  We  Diftinaron  i, 

'  "tbere,  that  the  L, 

'    ho™    .11     .« 
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After  faying  more  concerning  theHardfhip 
of  this  Aft  to  Authors,  his  Lordfhip  pro- 
ceeds: c  And  here  I  cannot  help  obferving, 
what  an  unthankful  Office  it  muft  prove 
to  that  noble  Lord  who  is  to  make  the 
Piece  current,  when  Reflections  (hall  be 
fix'd  upon  particular  Perfons,  and  be  au- 
thorized at  the  fame  Time  under  his  own 
Hand.  In  fhort,  there  is  one  Circum- 
ftance  which  muft  make  the  Exertion 
of  the  Power,  defigned  to  be  given  to  the 
Lord  Chamberlain,  extreamly  difagreeable 
to  the  prcfent  Lord  Chamberlain;  be- 
caufe  no  Man  ever  made  it  more  the 
Rule  of  his  Life  to  avoid  giving  Offence 
to  any  one,  as  he  neceflarily  muft  by  the 
Ufe  of  this  Power ;  and  I  am  fure  it  is  a 
very  invidious  Poft  to  be  obliged  by  his 
Office  to  be  the  Standard  of  Wit,  Polite- 
nefs,  and  good  Senfe  to  the  whole 
Nation. 

c  My  Lords,  from  Laws  of  this  Nature 
I  (ufpeft  very  ill  Confequences ;  nor  can 
I  frame  to  myfelf  any  one  good  Argument 
or  Reafon  for  this  Bill.  It  is  an  Arrow 
that  does  but  glance  upon  the  Stage $  but 

Y  •  it 
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'  it  will  give  its  fatal  Wound  to  the  Liberty 

*  of  the  Prefs.  No  Country  ever  loft  its 
'  Liberty  at  once:  'Ti6  by  Degrees  that 
'  Work  is  to  be  done ;  by  fuch  Degrees  as 
'  creep  infenfibly  upon  you,  till  'tis  too  late 
1  to  flop  the  Mifchief ;  like  different  Shades 

*  of  the  fame  Colour,  in  which  it  is  im- 
'  poflible  to  mark  out  the  feveral  Grada- 
'  tions.' 

Every  one  remembers  how  right  his 
Loidfliip's  Opinion  was,  as  to  the  printing 
of  Plays  that  were  rcfufed  by  the  Licenier, 
and  even  as  to  the  writing  of  Plays  on  pur- 
pofc  to  have  them  refufed,  that  they  might 
be  printed  only.    Two  or  three  Pieces  we 
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yet  made  evident :  But  of  this  I  am  certain, 
that  we  cannot  be  too  watchful  and  fufpi- 
cious  in  a  Point  that  fo  nearly  concerns  the 
very  Being  of  our  Conftitution,  and  which 
we  have  reafon  to  think  every  bad  Minijler 
[[how  few  are  good  ones  Q  would  take  the 
firft  Opportunity  to  carry  againft  us. 

If  I  were  to  charge  the  Riot  A3  to  the  Ac- 
count of  the  late  Minifter,  perhaps  I  fhould 
be  accufed  of  loading  him  too  heavily,  be- 
caufe  he  was  not  then  Jok ;  and  the  Sufpen- 
fion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  A&.  before  may 
be  thought  to  juftify  the  fame  Meafure  un- 
der his  Adminiftration.  I  will  only  fay 
in  general,  that  all  fuch  Encroachments  on 
Liberty,  by  whom  foever  advifed,  are  of 
the  mod  dangerous  Confequence ;  and  that 
the  Multiplication'  of  them,  under  any 
Adminiilration  in  Great-Britain,  gives 
ground  to  fufpedt  that  thofe  at  the  Head 
of  k  are  confpiring  againft  the  People. 

The  Ad  to  prevent  Smuggling,  which 
retrained  Gentlemen  on   a  Journey  from 
providing  for  the  Safety  of  their  own  Per- 
fbns,  and   expofed  them  to  the  Infultsof 
every  petty  Officer,  muft  however  be  placed 

Y  2  to 
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to  the  Score  of  this  Gentleman,  and  will 
be  look'd  upon  as  equally  arbitrary  with 
any  other.  Such  have  been  feveral  Schemes 
relating  to  the  Army  and  Fleet,  as  appears 
from  what  follows.* 

(  The  Art   and  Myftery  of  projecting 

*  penal  Laws,  fays  a  late  Writer,  •  was 

*  never  in  fo  flourishing  a  Condition  as  at 

*  prefent.  I  need  not  recapitulate  the  Mul- 

*  titude  of  Excifes,  and  other  penal  Laws, 
'  which  have  been  either  enacted,  or  at- 
'  tempted,  within  thefe  twenty  Years  pail, 
'  thatis,  fince  the  memorable  /Era  of  1721. 
'  But  wc  have  had  two  noble  Schemes  of 

*  the  fame  Nature  this  Year,  which  de- 
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*  fons  whatfoever,  who  get  their  Livelihood 
c  upon  the  Water,  with  a  few  Exceptions  of 
'  Mailers,  Mates  and  fome  other  fubordinate 
€  Officers.  Thefe  two  Schemes  are  very 
c  nearly  related  to  each  other,  the  one  be- 
€  ing  pretended  to  be  neceflary  for  the  Land, 
€  and  the  other  for  the  Sea  Service/ 

What  was  faid  upon  thefe  two  Projects, 
both  in  Senate  and  the  public  Writings,  is  fo 
recent,  that  I  (hall  not  repeat  it  here.  We 
are  not  a  bit  lefs  obliged  to  the  Proje&ors,  be* 
caufe  they  did  not  fucceed,  than  if  they  had 
gone  glibly  down ;  Want  of  Succefs  not  in  the 
lead  diminishing  from  their  good  Intentions. 

I  (hall  clofe  this  Sedtion  with  one  Quo- 
tation more,  from  a  Paper  written  fince  the 
Refignation  of  Sir  R.  W. 

c  If  we  look  into  the  Maxims  of  the 
€  Government  of  the  late  Minifter,  we 
€  fhall  find  them  but  very  few,  when  con- 
€  fidered  apart  from  Conveniency  and  Ex- 
€  pediency  •  but  of  thofe  few  he  had, 
€  the  chief  was  the  Multiplication,  of  penal 
c  Laws.  It  has  been  faid  both  by  himfelf  and 
•  *•  his  Creatures,  that  no  fevere  or  cruel  Ufe 
'have  been  made  of  thefe  penal  Laws* 
But  the  Danger  of  the  Na- 
Y  3  €  tio* 
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'  tion  arifes  from  this  very  Mediocrity,  this"1 

*  very  Lenity.  They  were  Scourges  in  his 
e  Hand,  which  the  People  dreaded ;  and 
'  this  Dread  was  more  for  his  Purpofe  than 
'  if  he  had  apply'd  them.     For  had  they 

*  been  apply'd  as  liberally  as  they  might 
'  have  been,  the  popular  Deteftationof  his 
'  Perfon  would  foon  have  been  too  hard 
'  for  his  Power.    They  were,  however, 

*  apply'd  as  often  as  his  Purpofe  required. 

*  -The  Penalties  were,  indeed,  fome- 
'  times  remitted ;  but  remitted  for  infamous 

*  Ends :  They  were  made  the  Barter  of  the 
'  Liberty  and  public  Spirit  of  the  unhappy 
'  Delinquent.' 
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due  Influence  has  been  made  ufe  of  not  only 
in  the  Choice,  but  upon  the  After-Conduft, 
of  our  Britijh  Reprefentatives.  Tranfa&ions 
of  this  kind  are  fecret  in  their  Nature, 
and  equally  ignominious  to  the  Corrupter 
and  the  Corrupted^  in  cafe  of  Dete&ion, 
which  therefore  they  ufually  prevent.  Yet 
fuch  Difcoveries  are  fometimes  made,  either 
the  by  Parties  themfeives,  or  by  the  Agents 
negotiating  between  them ;  and  if  we  were 
only  to  take  a  clofe  Retrofped:  of  the  late 
Adminiftration,  we  fhall,  perhaps,  find 
more  of  this,  than  in  any  other  Period  of 
the  fame  Number  of  Years. 

Extenfive  Grants,  and  difcretional  Votes 
of  Credit,  at  the  End  of  a  Parliament,  have 
been  thought  too  well  calculated  for  the 
Purpofes  of  Corruption  5  and  every  Body 
knows,  that  fuch  Grants  and  Votes  were 
at  leaft  never  fo  frequent  as  during  the  late 
Adminiftration.  I  have  before  fpoke  pret- 
ty largely  of  this  Subjed  in  general ;  but 
muft  here  repeat  it,  that  if  Votes  of  Credit 
are  *  dangerous  at  all  Times,  they  are  pe- 

Y  4                     culiarly 
>    ■      ■  ■  1  1       

•  Politicks  on  both  Sides,  p.  71. 
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culiarly  fo  before  a  general  Election,  when 
they  may  be  employed  to  corrupt  the  Peo- 
ple with  their  own  Money,  and  to  deftroy 
the  Freedom  of  that  Houfe,  from  whence 
they  receive  their  Force.  Whoever  reads 
the  Memoirs  of  Phillip  de  Qnmnesy  will  fee 
that  the  Subjects  of  Charles  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy loft  their  Liberties  by  a  Power  of 
the  fame  Nature,  which  that  Prince  artfully 
gained,  under  Pretence  of  keeping  himfelf 
always  prepared  againft  any  fudden  Sur- 
prifes  from  his  Neighbour  the  King  of 
France.  And  one  great  Blow  was  given  to 
the  Liberties  of  France  itfelf,  by  the  like 
Conceffions  to  Lewis  XL  Dr.  Geddes  has  a 
remarkable  Inftance  of  the  fame  Kind,  with 
regard  to  the  Cortez  of  Cqftile^  who  loft  all 
their  Authority  by  allowing  King  Henry 
II,  to  raife  Money  on  the  Subject,  without 
affembling  them,  in  cafe  that  what  they 
had  granted  him  was  not  found  fufficient. 

The  continuing  of  Parliaments  for  feven 
Years,  which  before  were  chofen  for  three 

^only,  and  in  former  Times  againft  every 
Seffion,  is  undoubtedly  the  putting  of  great 
Power  in  the  Hands  of  a  Minifies      It  is 

worth 
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worth  his  while,  for  fb  long  a  Time,  to 
purchafe  a  Seat  for  his  Friend  in  the  Houfe ; 
or  his  Friend  may  think  it  worth  his  own 
while  to  purchafe  a  Seat  for  himfelf,  when 
he  knows  he  fhall  be  repaid  his  Money, 
with  large  Intereft,  either  in  Places  or  Jobs. 
That  this  has  been  the  Practice, .  I  believe 
few  will  difpute,  and  hot  a  Angle  Man  in 
Britain  doubt.  *  At  the  Time  of  the  fa- 
mous Convention,  when  Lifts  were  pub- 
lifhed  of  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  diftinguifhing  who  voted  for, 
and  who  againjt  the  Approbation  of  that 
Meafure,  it  cannot  be  forgot  that  about 
200,000 1,  per  Annum  in  Places  appeared  a- 
mong  the  Gentlemen  on  the  Affirmative, 
and  fcarce  any  Thing  amongft  thofe  on  the 
Negative  Side  of  the  Queftion ;  except  only 
the  Prince's  People,  who  fince  that  Time 
have  learned  to  vote  with  other  Placemen. 
Now  either  we  muft  allow,  that  all  the 
Bounty  of  the  Crown  was  luckily  divided 
among  Gentlemen  originally  of  one  way  of 
thinking,  or  that  this  Bounty  had  fbme  In- 
fluence on  at  leaft  fome  of  their  Opinions. 
I  do  not  fay  this  is  quite  as  plain  as  a  De- 

monflration   ^ 
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monftration  in  Euclid,  but,  conudering  the 
Nature  of  the  Argument,  I  think  it  full  as 
convincing. 

With  regard  to  the  Election  of  Mem- 
bers, the  Bribing  of  whole  Boroughs  by 
public  Donations,  and  of  particular  Voters 
with  private  Gifts,  either  in  ready  Money 
fpccifying  the  Condition  (which  indeed 
feems  at  prefent  to  be  kid  afide)  or  in  pay- 
ing an  exorbitant  Price  for  fomething  of 
fmall  Value,  or  in  recommending  a  Son  or 
Nephew  to  the  Excife  or  Cuftoms,  and 
with  either  or  all  of  thefe  in  plentiful 
Treats  and  Promifes ;  thefe  are  Hale  Topics 
in  the  Mouth  of  every  Briton,  and  look'd 
if  what 
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therefore  all  Proceedings  in  it  ought  to  ht 
conducted  with  the  utmoft  Regard  to  Jufticet 
and  Honour.     Yet  I  am  very  forry  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  in  fome  former  Parliaments  thefe 
Committees   have  been    moft  fcandaloufly 
abufed,  and  made  the  fervile  Inftruments 
of  a  prevailing  Fa&ion   in  the  Houfe,   or 
an  infolent,    domineering  Minifter.     The 
Misfortune  is,  that  Gentlemen  are  apt  to 
think  themfelves  at  Liberty  to  vote,  upon 
thefe  Occafions,  juft  as  their  Interefts,   or 
Inclinations,  or  Friendships,  or  Alliances, 
or  other  private  Confiderations  may  direft 
them,  without  any  Regard  to  the  Merits  of 
the  Caufe.     Nay,  it  is  become  a  common 
Pra&ice    to  folicit  thefe  Points  puMickly, 
and  to  beg  the  Votes  and  Intereft  of  par- 
ticular Members  for  fuch  or  fuch  an  Elec- 
tion, if  they  are  not  pre-engaged.    To  this 
we  muft  add,  that  the  Examinations,   in 
fuch  Cafes,  not  being  upon  Oath,  there  is 
commonly  too  much  lying  on  both  Sides ; 
which  gives  the  bad  Part  of  the  Houfe  a 
Pretence  for  favouring  which  Side   they 
pleafe,   and  lays  even  the  moft  impartial 
Judges  under  fome  Difficulty  to  determvesfc 
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where  the  Right  lies.  But  whatever  fome 
Gentlemen  may  think,  or  pretend  to  think, 
an  equitable  Determination  of  tlicfe  Dis- 
putes is  fo  effential  to  the  Freedom  and  In- 
dependency of  Parliament,  that  as  no  pri- 
vate Influence  whatsoever  ought  to  biais 
your  Judgments,  fo  no  Attention  mould  be 
wanting  to  inform  them. 

It  is  impofliblc  to  lay  down  any  particular 
Rules  for  making  a  right  Judgment  upon 
thefe  Occafions  j  but  I  believe  it  will  be  too 
often  found  true,  that  when  Perfons  in 
Office  become  Petitioners,  they  have  no 
other  Right  to  fit  in  Parliament,  than  what 
they  expect  from  the  Power  of  a  Minifter, 


(  333  ) 

apparent  Inclinations  of  the  People;  no, 
nor  even  for  the  Poll,  Declaration,  and 
Return.  Their  Handing  Candidates  alone 
gives  them  a  Pretence  of  Petitioning,  and 
their  Patron  an  Opportunity  of  weeding 
the  Houfe,  as  it  is  calPd,  of  obnoxious 
Members.  But  this  is  a  Pradice  of  the 
moil  dangerous  Confequcnce,  which  ought 
to  be  effectually  difcountenanced  before  it 
is  too  late :  For  what  avails  the  boafted 
Right  of  Englijhmen  to  chufc  their  own 
Reprefentatives,  if  their  Election  is  to  be 
fct  afidc  in  this  Manner?  All  Members, 
brought  in  by  fuch  Means,  are  certainly 
the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Minifter,  not  of 
the  People. 

Alasl  without  any  fuch  Proceedings, 
every  Miniftry  hath  too  much  Influence  in 
the  Choice  of  a  Parliament ;  nor  have  they 
•any  great  Reafon  to  triumph  in  their  Suc- 
cefs,  as  a  Mark  of  Wifdom  or  Dexterity, 
when  we  look  either  Northward,  or  Weft- 

« 

ward,  and  fee  particular  Agents  or  Under- 
takers, fent  down  to  negotiate  for  whole 
Counties,  in  one  Place,  and  for  all  the 
Members  of  both  Houfes  of  the  Legifla- 
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ture,  in  the  other.  Betides  this,  there  are 
Numbers  of  Boroughs,  which  are  diftin- 
guiihcd  by  feveral  Offices,  and  are  thought 
to  be  fo  much  the  Properties  of  them, 
that  they  are  called  Trearary-Boroughs,  Ad- 
miralty-Boroughs, Ordinance-Boroughs,  Vic- 
tualing-Boroughs,  &c.  Nay,  every  Go- 
vernor of  a  Town,  that  fends  Members  to 
Parliament,  thinks  he  hath  a  Right  to  be 
one,  and  hath  fuch  a  Power  of  diilrefllng 
and  harrafling  them,  that  they  are  com- 
monly obliged  to  gratify  him  in  his  Ex- 
pectation.' 

The  fame  Author  has  fomcthing  yet 
more  entertaining  in  the  Relation,  and  not 


(  335  ) 
Conftitution.  I  don't  know  exaftiy  how 
long  this  Cuftom  may  have  prevailed,  nor 
is  it  of  much  Importance  to  the  Public; 
but  I  may  venture  to  affirm  that  it  hath 
been  carried  farther,  within  a  very  few 
Years,  than  ever  it  was  before  j  having  not 
only  been  punctually  obferved  at  the  Begin- 
ingof  every  Seffion,  but  even  proftituted 
to  the  Service  of  particular  Jobs ;  to  ftop 
Enquiries  into  Frauds  of  the  moft  pernicious 
Nature ;  to  fcreen  Delinquents  of  the  worft 
Kind  ;  and  infringe  that  Liberty  of  voting, 
which  is  always  peculiarly  intended  by  a 
Ballot. 

There  is  ibmething  very  ridiculous,  as 
well  as  unparliamentary,  in  thefe  miniftc- 
rial  Conventions.  Their  firft  Aflembly  is 
commonly  held  at  the  Miaifter's  own 
Houfc,  three  or  four  Days  before  the  Meet- 
ing of  the  Parliament,  and  confifts  only  of 
a  few  trufly  Creatures,  who  are  called  to- 
gether, in  order  to  perufe  the  King's 
Speech,  and  confider  of  proper  Perfbns  to 
move  for  and  fecond  the  Addrefs.  Thefe 
Gentlemen,  who  are  generally  propofed  by 
the  Minifter  himfelf,  after  a  feif-denying 

Speech, 
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Speech,  modeftly  declining  fo  great  an  Ho- 
nour, and  defiring  it  may  be  put  into  abler 
Hands,  are  at  laft  overcome  and  prevail'd 
upon  to  undertake  it.  At  the  fame  Time, 
thefe  choice  Friends  are  let  into  the  State 
of  Affairs,  as  far  as  is  neceffary,  and  in- 
ftrudted  what  to  fay,  in  Cafe  of  a  Debate, 
upon  feveral  particular  Points. 

But  to  refume  the  Buiinefs  of  the  Ad- 
drefs ;  which,  perhaps,  is  likewise  drawn 
up  and  fettled,  long  before  they  met,  as 
well  as  the  Speech :  For  it  hath  been  the 
Practice  of  fome  late  Minifters  not  only  to 
put  whatever  they  think  fit  into  their  Maf- 
ter  s  Mouth  (which   is  commonly  a  Pane- 
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.The  Minifter  produces  a  Copy  of  the 
Speech;  which  being  read  and  received 
with  great  Applaufe,  it  is  rcfolved,  nemine 
contradicente,  to  promote  a  loyal  and  duti- 
ful Addrefs  to  his  Majefty  upon  it,  not  only 
to  return  him  Thanks  for  fo  gracious  a  Speech, 
but  to  applaud  the  Wifdom  of  all  his  Mea- 
fures,  and  to  allure  him  of  their  chearfiil 
Concurrence  to  any  Supplies,  that  may  be 
judged  neceflary,  in  the  prefent  Exigency ; 
in  this  Manner  deviating  from  the  ancient 
Pra&ice  of  Parliament,  which  confided 
only  in  returning  his  Majefty  Thanks  for 
his  Speech,  in  general ;  whereas  this  is  a 
previous  Engagement  to  fatisfy  all  the  De- 
mands of  a  Court ;  and  though  it  may  be 
underftood  at  home  to  be  only  a  Com- 
pliment of  Courfe,  it  certainly  carries  a 
different  Afpedt  abroad,  and  looks  as  if  theT 
Parliament  had  in  a  Lump  approved  of  all 
the  Meafures  of  the  Adminiftration.  Then 
the  Perfons,  agreed  upon  before  to  move 
and  fecond  the  Addrefs,  are  propofed  by 
another  worthy  Gendeman,  who  is  like- 
wife  let  into  the  Secret,  and  unanimoufly 
approved.    Here  again  they  modeftly  de- 
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clinc  h,  as  if  there  had  been  no  previous 
Meeting,  and  again  with  great  Importu- 
nity are  prevailed  upon  to  accept  it.  What 
makes  this  Scene  ftill  more  diverting  is,  that 
when  the  Commons  return  to  their  own 
Houfe  from  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  after  hfe 
Majefty  hath  made  his  Speech,  the  Speaker 
always  tells  them,  in  a  formal  Manner, 
that  he  hath  with  great  Difficulty  obtain'd 
a  Copy  of  it ;  when  above  half  the  Mem- 
bers, perhaps,  had  feen,  or  heard  it  read, 
a  Day  or  two  before/ 

It  muft  be  owned,  notwithstanding  this 
extraordinary  Dijctpline,  that  fometimes 
Minifters,  and  even  the  Iaft,  have  found 
it  difficult  to  carry  a  very  unpopular  Point. 
But  on  thefe  Occafions  there  are  yet  other 
Arts,  which  the  fame  Author  hints  at,  in 
the  minifterial  Syftem.  After  ufing  all  the 
neceffary  Arguments,  to  perfuade  every 
Member  to  conftant  Attendance  in  his  Seat, 
he  adds : 

c  But  let  no  Gentleman  think  that  he 
hath  done  his  Duty  to  his  Country,  by  be- 
ing, perhaps,  pretty  conftant  in  his  Atten- 
dance  at  the  Beginning  of  a  Seffion,   or 

eevn 
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even  till  all  the  great  Points,  as  he  imagines, 
are  over.  No,  the  Nature  of  his  Duty 
requires  a  conftant  Attendance,  not  only 
every  Seffion,  but  during  the  whole  Seflion ; 
fince  his  AbfenCe  may  prove  as  detrimen- 
tal to  his  Gauntry  at  the  ktter  End,  as  at 
the  Beginning.  Thofe  are  the  Times,  to 
which  Minifters-  commonly  teferve  all  Un- 
popular Points,  in  hopes  of  a  thin  Houfe  j 
and  the  Suceef9  of  this  Policy,  in  too  many 
Inftances,  ought  to  determine  you  not  t6 
give  them  the  feme  Opportunities  for  thd 
future.  I  ftiall  only  put  yoti  in  mind  that 
the  Excife-Bill  was  thrown  out  by  the  ftrift 
Attendance  of  thofe  worthy  Members  who 
oppofed  it,  and  that  the  late  Vote  of  Cre- 
dit ♦  was  facilitated,  at  leaft,  by  Non- 
Attendance/ 

So  much  has  been  (aid,  at  different  Times, 
of  the  great  Danger  that  attends  a  Multi- 
tude of  Places,  while  the  Difpofition  of 
them  is  all  in  the  Hands  of  one  Man, 
that  it  would  be  fuperfluous  here  to  en- 
large upon  it.      If  the  late  Minifler  increafed, 
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divided,  quartered  upon  the  Places  under 
the  Government,  more  than  any  former  Mi- 
nifter,  and  had  more  abfolutely  the  Difpo- 
fal  of  them  ally  certainly  he  muft  have  had 
a  more  extenfive  undue  Influence,  than  was 
ever  before  in  the  Hands  of  a  Subjedfc  of 
Grcat~Britain. 

The  Nation  had  great  Hopes,  about  a 
Year  ago,  that  we  Should  have  been  able, 
before  now,  to  talk  knowingly  of  thefe 
Matters,  when  a  Committee  of  Secrecy 
was  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  Ten  laft 
Years  Adminiftration.  That  Committee, 
however,  was  drop'd,  and  has  never  yet 
been  revived :  But  a  Specimen  of  what  we 
might  have  cxppfted,  had  they  been  fu£- 
fered  to  proceed  without  Obftru&ion,  Jldt 
into  the  World,  and  furnifties  us  with  the. 
following  Particulars, 

'  *  He  was  accufed  of  keeping  up  to  his 
original  Plan  of  the  Forage  and  Bank  Con- 
trary and  making  a  Job  of  every  Service, 
that  could,  by  any  Device,  be  tortured  into 
any  Thing  of  that  Nature, 

We 
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We  have  now  *  a  Demonftration  that 
he  entered  into  a  Contradt  with  certain 
**«***,  I  will  not  call  them  Canibals, 
becaufe  fuch  are.  faid  to  prey  only  upon  their 
Foes,  to  pay  thofe  gallant  Men,  who,  as  it 
is  moft  pathetically  fet  forth,  cbearfuUy  unr 
dertook  a  Service,  where  the  Enemy  was  the 
leaft  Danger  they  were  expofed  to,  after  the 
Rate  of  120/.  Jamaica  Currency ,  for  J  op/. 
Sterling;  or,  to  fpeak  more  intelligibly  to 
our  Readers  in  general,  with  fixty  tw9 
Moidores,  which  is  but  eighty  three  Pqunds 
fourteen  Shillings  Sterlings  by  which  Means> 
the  Poor  Soldiers  loft  one  Day's  Subfiftence 
Money  in  fevcn,  in  a  Country,  where  Pro- 
vifions  bear  fuch  a  Price,  that  the  People  of 
Jamaica  had  voluntarily  made  an  Addition 
to.  the  Pay  of  the  Independent  Companies, 
before  ftation'd  among  them,  of  20  s.  per 
Week  to  every  Officer,  and  five  Shillings 
to  every  Soldier ;  though  every  Species  of 
Eatables  was  then  50/,  per  Cent,  cheaper 
than  they  are  now. 
In  Aggravation  of  all  which^  we  more*- 

Z  3  over 
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over  find,  that  an  Advance  of  no  left  than 
69,000/.  Publick  Money  was  made  to  thete 
Contra&ors,  who  are  likewife  Members,  to 
enable  them  for  the  Undertaking ;  that  cer- 
tain Shares  of  the  Profit  of  the  faid  ini- 
quitous Contraft  were,  afterwards,  dealt  out 
to  another  worthy  Member,  and  to  a  Re* 
Iation  of  a  Fourth ;  and  that  in  the  whole 
.  Proceeding,  neither  the  Intereft  of  the  Sol- 
dier,  or  the  Publick,  feems  to  have  been 
ever  the  Objedt  of  the  Minifter's  Attention* 

He  was,  likewife,  accufed  of  lapping 
our  Constitution,  at  its  very  Foundation,  by 
making  ufe  of  the  Wealth,  Power,  and 
Places  in  the  Gift  of  the  Crown,  to  influence 
Elections ;  and  thereby  introduce  a  crimi- 
nal Dependency,  into  that  Houfe,  where  it 
becomes,  and  ought  to  be  declared,  the 
worft  of  Treafons. 

♦And  it  is  now  apparent  that  500/.  was 
ti&uaUy  advanced  by  Mr,  Solicitor  Paxtott, 
to  one  Mr.  Bottler,  a  Candidate  on  the  mt- 
niflcrial  Intereft  {otWendowrym  173 5, with- 
out Bond,  Note,  or  Receipt,  on  die  fole 
Men  it  of  his  having  been  ill  ufed  at  his 
former  Ele&ion. 

That 
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That  fcveral  thou&nd  Pounds  had  been 
delivered  by  Mr.  Lawton,  one  of  his  known 
Agents,  to  carry  on  Profecutions,  in  order 
to  new  model  the  Borough  of  Orford, 
which  was  underftood  by  Mr.  Banks,  Part* 
ner  with  Paxton,  to  be  public  Money. 

That  the  Bailiff  and  two  Aldermen  of 
Radnor  had  been  ouftcd  from  their  Offices, 
and  a  new  Charter  obtained ;  all,  as  muft 
be  underftood,  at  the  public  Charge ;  fince 
all  was  defray'd  by  the  laid  known  Under- 
taker, Paxtoa. 

That  feveral  Profecutions,  ltkcwife  at  the 
public  Charge,  were  ict  on  Foot,  with  a 
View  to  influence  the  late  Ekdion  at  Col- 
cbefter,  to  turn  the  Borough,  get  out  the 
Mayor,  and  get  the  Returning  Officer. 

And  that,  at  Weymouth,  Letters  under 
our  Adverfary's  awn  Hand,  offering  to 
make  good  whatever  his  Agent  fhould  pro- 
mife  in  way  of  Places  and  Preferments,  in 
Exchange  for  Votes  and  Intercft,  was  actual- 
ly produced;  but  not  having  the  defired 
Effeft,  an  Example  was  made  of  the  Of- 
ficer, who  refufed  to  comply  with  the 
Terms  propofed,  by  turning  him.  out  of 
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his  Place ;  which  he  had  held  ever  fince  the 

Year  1729,  and  had  been  in  the  Service 

ever  fince  the  Year  1712. 

From  all  which  remarkable  Particulars, 

:he  following  obvious  and  interefting  Deduct- 
ions are  made, 

"  To  fuch  notorious  Attacks  as  thefe, 
(  upon  the  Freedom  of  Elections,  your 
■*  Committee  apprehend,  are  owing  the- 
1  great,  and,  poflibly,  unwarrantiblcEx* 
■c  pences,  that  particular  Perfons  may  have 
'  been  drove  to  engage  in.  Some  Expences 
1  the  Laws  allow,  by  regulating  the  Man - 
'  ncr  of  them,  and  thofe  who  engage  in 
1  illicite  Expences,  are  fubject  to  heavy 
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cc  is  valuable  to  a  free  Nation.  -  For  in  that 
ic  Cafe  the  Conteft  is  plain  and  vifible  ;  it 
<c  is  whether  the  Commons  fhali  retain  the 
ic  third  State  in  their  own  Hands,  whilft 
<c  this  whole  Difpute  is  carried  on  at  the 
ic  Expence  of  the  People,  and  on  the  Side 
cc  of  the  Minifter,  out  of  the  Money  grant-* 
ic  ed  to  fupport  and  fecure  the  conftitutioiv- 
€i  al  Independency  of  the  three  Branches  of 
<c  the  Legiflature. 

u  This  Method  of  Corruption  is  as  furc* 
cc  and,  therefore,   your  Committee  appre- 
cc  hends,  as  criminal  a  Way  of  fubverting 
cc  the  Conftitution  as  by  an  armed  Force : 
€i  It  is  a  Crime  productive  of  a  total  De- 
€C  ftru&ion  of  the  very  Being  of  this  Go* 
€C  vernment,and  is  fo  high  and  unnatural,that 
i€  nothing  but  the  Powers  of  Parliament 
€€  can  reach  it ;  and  as  it  can  never  meet 
€c  with  parliamentary  Animadverfion  but 
ic  when  it  is  unfuccefsful,  it  muft  feek  for 
cc   Security  in  the  Extent  and  Efficacy   of 
€C  the  Mifchief  it  produces;  and  therefore 
€C  your  Committee  apprehend  it  is  the  more 
*c  neceflary  for  your  Confideration,  while 
i€  its  Want   of  Succefs  yet  leaves  an  Op- 

c<  portunity 
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Head,    was   fwell'd   to   1,447,736/.  6r. 

id. 

From  the  Premifes,  therefore,  it  ap- 
pears, that  as  far  as  the  Enquiry  has  ex- 
tended, with  whatever  Difficulties  and  Dif- 
couragements  embarraiVd,  very  fufficicnt 
Evidence  has  arofe,  that  the  People  had 
abundant  Reafon  to  complain  of  a  Perfon, 
who  had  made  fo  free  with  his  Trait  on 
the  one  Hand,  and  the  Conilitution  on  the 
other.' 

The  Extracts  I  made  from  the  Differta- 
tion  on  Parties,  at  the  End  of  the  third 
Section,  concerning  the  increafed  Influence 
of  the  Crown  (that  is,  of  a  M r)  by 
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SECT.    VI. 

Difcouragement  of  Commerce,  Induftry,  Art, 
Capacity,  and  Literature. 

TT  is  undoubtedly  the  Duty  of  every 
"*"  Man,  employed  in  the  Adminiftration 
of  Government,  to  confult  all  the  Means 
of  increafing  the  Riches,  Power,  Intereft, 
and  Honour  of  the  Community  he  ads  in 
behalf  of.  As  the  Cbmmerce,  Induftry, 
and  Arts  of  the  People  in  general,  and  the 
Capacity,  Literature,  and  other  fine  Quali- 
ties of  them  who  are  taken  into  Office, 
are  the  Foundations  on  which  the  other 
muft  depend ;  it  is  a  pretty  manifeft  Proof 
that  thefe  are  difcouraged,  and  that  the  Na- 
tion is  negledted,  when  the  public  Wealth 
is  unaccountably  exhaufted,  and  the  public 
Reputation  fufFered  to  decline.  Too  many 
will  concur  with  me  in  Opinion,  that  this 
has  been  the  Cafe  for  many  Years  part  5 

and 
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and  therefore  I  (hall  have  the  lefs  to  fay  on 
this  Subject 

The  Queftion  concerning  Commerce  was 
pretty  freely  debated,  about  four  Years  ago, 
between  one  who  fign'd  himfelf  Export  in 
the  Gazetteer,  and  one  who  fign'd  Treeport 
in  the  Craft/mart.  The  latter  at  laft  tells  us, 
that  he  will  reduce  the  Queftion  to  a  very 
narrow  Compafs,  by  pointing  oat  the  feveral 
Branches  of  Trade,  univerfally  allowed  to  be 
againft  us ;  and  if  it  cannot  be  proved  that 
thefe  Deficiencies  are  made  up  by  Profits 
in  other  Branches  of  Commerce,  the  Ba- 
lance, on  a  general  Account,  is  againft  us  j 
and  confequently  our  Wealth,  Strength, 
and  Power  are  declining.     To  this  End  he 
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We  will  fuppofe,  fays  Mr/ 
Gee,  *  the  Balance  of  Trade  we] 
pay  Norway  for  Timber,,  &c. 
over  and  above  what  they  take* 
from  us,  to  be 

The  Balance  to  Sweden  for 
ton,  Timber,  &c. 

The  Balance  to  Rujpa  for" 
Hemp,  Flax,  Linnen,  Hides,! 
Tallow,  Pot-afli,  Timber,  Iron,| 
&c.        

The  Balance  to  the  Emperor's 
Hereditary  Countries  of  Silejia, 

* 

&c.  for  broad  and  narrow  Gar- 
lix,  Lawns,  Dowlas,  as  well 
as  all  other  Sorts  of  Linnen, 
whether  from  Pruffia,  or  Swit- 
zerland, and  all  other  Commo- 
dities from  Hamburgh,  Bremen^ 


1 30,000 


240,000 


400,OOQ 


►    500,000 


The 
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250,000 


500,000 
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The  Balance  to  Flanders  fori 
their  Laceand  Linnen,  Threads,?- 
&c.  ) 

The  Balance  for  Camhricks 

•  > 

and  Cambrick  Lawns  from  St. 
<%yintiny  Gambray,  Valenciennes, 
and  to  Bourdeaux  for  Claret,  to 
Champaign  and  Burgundy  for 
Wine,  to  Paris  for  Silk  and  Sil- 
ver Brocades,  Velvets,  &c.  and 
great  Quantities  of  other  Goods 
run  in  upon  us        ■ 

The  Balance  for  thrown  Silk 
from  Piedmont,  &c. 

To  thefe  I  will  add  the  Mo-  ] 
ney  fpent  by  young  Noblemen 
and  Gentlemen  upon  their  Tra- 
vels into  France,  Italy,  Germany,  y  100,000 
&c.  and  the  Remittances  that 
are  made  to  the  DiflafFedted  who 
are  gone  Abroad.  — — 


200,000 


The  Intercft  paid  Foreigners 
for  Money  in  our  Funds,    — 

The  Money  fpent  by  Foreign 
Embaffies,  &c.     -*—      — 


200,000 


It 
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It  will  eafily  be  feen  that  thefe  Articles, 
in  the  whole,  amount  to  2,520,000/.  To 
which  the  Craft/man  adds  the  following 
Particulars, 

More  to  Flanders  Lace  150,000/. 

More  to  France  500,000/. 

More  to  Germany  500,000/. 


MM 


1,150,000 


Which  makes  the  Whole  3,670,000 


€  Befides  vaft  Quantities  of  Wines,  Brandies, 
Teas,  and  other  Goods  the  French  and 
Dutch  pour  in  upon  us  clandeftinely,  which 
are  paid  for  in  Gold  and  Silver ;  Seizures 
and  Arrefts  of  Prizes  -,  Spanijh  Depreda- 
tions ;  and  above  200  Ships  taken  and  de- 
ftroyed  in  the  Bays  of  Campeachy  and  Hon- 
duras fince  the  Year  1720,  and  before  the 
Commencement  of  the  War. 

It  cannot  be  pretended  that  we  receive  a 
Balance  from  Holland;  the  contrary  being 
manifeft  from  the  large  Exports  of  Bullion, 
and  the  vaft  Imports  of  Spices  and  other 
Commodities,  which  are  confumed  in  Lux- 

A  a  ury. 


my.  The  Trade  to  fijf-iMw,  foppofing 
it  beneficial  to  the  Company,  rather  dimi- 
uiftws.than  adds  to  the  Wealth  of  the  Na- 
tion, as  it  carries  out  our  Silver.  .  Tile 
Trade  to  Africa  being  dependent  on  oar 
Colonies,  is  to  be  comprehended  under  it. 
Thofc  Plantations  are  indeed  allowed  Co  be 
a  great  Support  to  our  Navigation  and  Sem- 
/nen,  and  to  fnraun  us  with  many  Com- 
modities, which,  we  muft  otherwue  pur-  ' 
chafe  from  foreign  Narionv  ant  Rivals  Jn 
Trade.  But  atthc  Export  of  Sugars  is  in 
a  manner  loft.  Or  atkttft  grcath)  dmuuaYd, 
with  refpedl  to.  other  Species  of  their.  CbV 
dufi,  the  Value  of  than  dots  not  pc*/fa 
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bon  has  filled  the  Spanifh  Thtoticl  and 
introduced  French  Stuffs  and  French  Fa- 
c  fhions,  it  is  prefumed  that  the  Balance 
f  [m  Time  of  Peace]  is  very  final!  in  our 
*  Favour/  Perhaps  it  may  be  queftion'd, 
whether  if  we  deduft  out  of  the  Account 
the  Value  of  Wine,  Oil,  and  Fruit,  im- 
ported  from  thence,  the  Balance  is  not 
againft  us.  And  as  to  Portugal^  the  prin- 
cipal, if  not  the  only  String  we  have  to 
depend  on,  tho*  we  may  allow  a  confident* 
blc  Balance  to  be  brought  from  thence,  yet 
it  is  not  thought  to  be  fo  confiderable  as 
fome  Perfons  would  have  us  believe* 

Ireland  is  Part  of  the  Britijh  Dominions, 
and  therefore,  what  is  exported  from  hence, 
and  confumed  there,  fhould  be  reckoned 
among  our  home  Confiimptions,  and  not 
to  be  brought  into  this  Eftimate;  fince  it 
will  only  amufe  the  Ignorant  and  Unwary,- 
in  regard  to  the  State  of  our  Commerce, 
which  it  is  heartily  to  be  wifti'd,  for  the 
Sake  of  our  Country,  was  in  a  flourifhing 
Condition,  and  as  beneficial  as  fome  Writers 
Would  fuggeft.  But  the  contrary  being  ob- 
vious to  every  confidence  Perfon,  who  hath 

A  a  2  any 
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any  Knowledge  in  Trade,  as  well  as  the 
Poverty  and  extreme  Neceffity  of  our  Ma- 
nufacturers, throughout  the  whole  King* 
.dom ;  it  is  highly  neceflary  to  make  fome 
Enquiry  into  the  Caufes  and  Reafons  of  it  * 
that  a  Method  may  be  found  out  for  pro- 
moting fo  effential  and  laudable  a  Service, 
as  turning  the  Employment  we  give  to  the 
Poor  of  other  Nations  to  our  own,  and  re^ 
trieving  the  unhappy  Circumftances  of  our 
Country/ — Effential  and  laudable  truly,  and 
worthy  the  Care  of  any  Adminiflxation ! 
Was  it  done  by  the  laft  ?— -It  does  not  ap- 
pear fo.— Were  any  Methods  pointed  out  to 
them?— -There  were;  and  even  by  Mr. 
Gee,  the  candid  and  judicious  Calculator, 
whofe  Writings  were  fo  acceptable  to  thofc 
in  high  Station, 

That  Gentleman,  in  his  Chapter  of  the 
general  Balance  of  Trade,  after  (hewing 
how  much  the  faid  Balance  is  againft  us, 
adds,  c  I  (hall  now  propofe  fome  Articles  of 
Trade  and  Improvements  of  Manufactures 
at  Home,  which  I  am  firmly  perfuaded, 
if  well  regulated  and  carried  on  with  SpU 
rit  and  Refolution,   might  be  made  many 

hundred 
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300,000 
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hundred  thoufand  Pounds  yearly  more  pro- 
fitable to  the  Nation  than  now  they  are.    I 
fhall  begin  the  Catalogue  of   thofe  Regu- 
lations, by  propofing 

The  encouraging  and  making 
fine  Lace,  Velvets,  Silver  and 
Gold  Stuffs,  and  valuing  our- 
felves  as  much  upon  appearing 
in  Manufactures  of  our  own, 
as  the  late  French  King  and  his 
Courtiers  did  upon  wearing  their 
Woollens  and  cither  Manufac- 
tures of  France    ?•  i         ■  ■     ■ 

The  wearing   fine  Muflins,^ 
and  other  fine  Manufactures  of/ 
Jndia\     inftead    of      wearing  V  200,000 
French   Cambricks    and  Cam-l 
brick  Lawns  »         ■     '  ■  J 

Prohibiting   the  wearing  ol 
printed  Hollands,  and  printed  < 
German  Linncn,  and  confining/    100,000 
that  Trade  to  the  wearing  oi 
Englijh,  Scotch,  and  Irifh  Linnen 
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Encouraging 


^ 
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Encouraging  the  lowing  ofl 
Hemp  and  Flax  in  our  Planta-  J 
tions,    and  fupplying  ourfelvesl 
with  Part  of  what  we  ufe  from 
thence,    inftead  of   having  all 
from  Rujia  ■ 

Importing  Raw  Silk  from 
Chinay  and  throwing  it  with 
Water  Engines  here,  inftead  of  j 
Piedmont  Silk ;  the  Cheapncfc  of  f  * oo/xao 
which  would  enable  us  to  fup- 
ply  Foreign  Markets  as  cheap 
as  any  other  Country  of  Europe 

Further  Improvements  upon 
fine  Raw  Silk  to  be  made  inGz-| 
rolina>  Penfyhoania,  &c.  to  an-| 
fwer  the  Ufe  of  Piedmont  Silk 

Encouraging  the  making  of 
Pig-Iron  in  the  Plantations*  and 
making  it  into  Bar-Iron,  by 
additional  Forges  to  be  eredtcd 
here,  inftead  of  having  the 
whole  from  &weden%  &c. 

Difpofing 


2OO,Q00 
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Dkpofing  of  Bar-Iron,  which 
may  be  made  in  the  Colonies, 
to  Portugal^  Italy,  Coafl;  of 
Africa,  and  all  other  Parts  of  | 
the  Mediterranean,  as  well  as 
Turkey  and  India 

Making  of  Pot-afh  in  the 
Plantations,  inftead  of  having 
from  RuJJid 

Encouraging  our  own  Navi- 
gation, by  building  large  bulky 
Ships,  fuch  as  are  ufed  by 
the  Danes,  and  Swedes,  and  im- 
porting Part  of  our  Timber 
from  Newr-Englandy  Nova  Sco- 
tia, and  Newfoundland 

Regulating  our  Trade  from 
the  Plantations,  by  ftrength- 
ening  the  A&  of  Navigation, 
in  obliging  all  Ships  that  come 
to  Portugal,  the  Streigbts,  Sec. 
to  come  to  England,  and  lay  f 
out  their  Money  here,  and  by  | 
that  fliort  Navigation  to  the 
Streigbts  carry  our  Plantation 
Commodities  as  cheap  as  the 
French  do  theirs  by  their  New 
Regulations  — - 


£ 


►  200,000 


30,000 
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The  making  of  Cochineal,  ] 
raiting  of  Indigo,  encouraging 
the  planting  of  Cocoa  Trees,  and 
many  other  Improvements  in 
Carolina,  as  well  as  the  Sugar- 
Iflands 

Supplying  the  North  of  Eng- 
land, Scotland,  and  Ireland,  with 
Plenty  of  Hemp  and  Flax  from 
our  Plantations,  would  give  Em- 
ployment to  a  Million  of  People 
fuppofed  to  be  now  out  of  Work, 
allowing  each  earned  One  Penny 
a  Day,  and  accounting  3 
working  Days  in  the  Year  — 


.1250000 
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And  in  all  thefe  Computations  there  is 
not  the  leaft  Notice  taken  of  the  moft  ma- 
terial Article,  upon  which  our  Commerce 
naturally  ftiould,  and  might  be  made  to, 
depend,  I  mean  our  Wool ;  the  differing  of 
which  to  go  abroad  unwrought,  where  it 
can  be  manufactured  cheaper  than  at  home, 
not  only  robs  our  Poor  of  their  Employ- 
ment, but  lowers  the  Price,  at  foreign 
Markets,  of  what  we  yet  continue  to  make. 
To  fet  this  Matter  in  full  Light,  I  mull 
have  Recourfe  to  a  Pamphlet  publifh'd  in 
1740,  intitled,  *The  Confequences  of  Trade, 
&c.  If  we  believe  but  half  of  what  this 
Author  advances,  we  fliall  not  more  won- 
der at  our  own  natural  Advantages,  than  at 
the  crying  Guilt  of  thofe  who  have  neg- 
lected to  improve  them. 

c  The  Nature,  Jays  hty  of  the  Woollen- 
Manufactories  will  fhew  us  why  the  Ad- 
vantages of  them  are  fo  fuperior  to  thofe 
of  any  other  Bufinefs.  The  Riches  of  a 
Nation  arifes  out  of  the  Labour  of  the  Peo- 
ple, exported  to  foreign  Nations.  If  our 
People  can  be  employ'd,  and  we  can  find 
Cuftom  abroad  for  the  Goods  manufactured 

by 
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by  them,  then  the  more  populous  we  arev 
the  richer  we  are  j  but  a  Number  of  People 
unemploy'd  are  a  Burthen. 

If  our  Wool  were  manufactured  at  home,. 
all  our  People  might  be  employ'd,  and  their 
Wages  paid  by  Foreigners  in  the  Purchase 
of  the  Goods.  Three  Packs  of  WooJ> 
weighing  720  lb.  manufactured  into  Broad- 
cloths, Camblets,  Serges,  Hofe,  &c.  on  a 
moderate  Computation,  one  Sort  with  ano- 
ther, employ  450  Perfons  (I  might  lay  600)' 
who,  one  with  another,  will  earn  5*.  a 
Week ;  the  whole  amounting  to.  1 1 2 1. 1  o  j. 
Now  the  Growth  of  Great-Britain  an<f 
Ireland's  Wool  being  above  a  Million  of 
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Taking  it  at  1 2 1,  a  Pack,  which  Wool  would 
yield  in  4  Years,  if  the  Exportation  were 
ftop'd,  the  20  Packs,  which  now  fell  for 
1 00/.  would  fell  for  240/.  which  makes 
140  /.  Difference  to  the  Sheep-Mafter.  The 
Labour  in  manufacturing  20  Packs,  at  3  s. 
each  Pound  (tho*  it  really  comes  to  5  sJ) 
amounts  to  720/.  So  that  the  Lofs  to  the 
Nation,  in  every  20  Packs  of  Wool  ex- 
ported unmanufactured,  is  8  60  /• 

But  this  is  not  all.  The  100&  for  20 
Packs  of  Wool  is  not  paid  in  Specie,  but 
in  Silks,  Brandies,  &c*  run  into  the  Nation 
Duty-free,  Now  if  we  give  the  Frtnchy 
in  every  20  Packs  of  Wool  exported  un- 
manufactured, 860  /.  what  muft  be  the  Con- 
fequence  of  giving  them  fo  many  1 00,000 
Packs  as  we  give  them  yearly  ?  And  what 
does  the  Government  lofe  in  the  Duties 
upon  die  Goods  that  would  be  imported  in 
Return  for  fame  %f  our  Woollen  Manu- 

* 

fadfcures  ?  In  the  Levant  Trade  to  Turkey 
and  Italy  (now  almoft  loft  to  us,  and  in 
the  Hands  of  the  French)  we  ufed  to  bring, 
in  Return  for  Woollen  Goods,  Raw  Silks, 
Cotton,  Gfc.  all  paying  Duty.    Thefe  Goods 

would 
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would  employ  our  Poor  in  manufacturing 
them.  And  arc  not  fuch  Imports,  manu- 
factured by  ourfelves,  and  applied  to  real 
Ufe,  preferable  to  French  Brandy  ?  Befidcs, 
we  enlarge  our  Commerce,  employ  our 
Shipping,  and  breed  Sailors/ 

The  Decay  of  ourWoollen  Manufactures 
appears  at  home  from  thefeObfervations  :That 
there  are  not  a  fourth  Part  of  the  Combers, 
Scribblers,  and  Carders,  that  there  ufed  to 
be :  That  foreign  Merchants  do  not  come, 
as  formerly,  to  buy  them  of  the  Manufac* 
turers  in  the  Country,  but  the  Manufactu- 
rers are  obliged  to  employ  FaCtors,  and  pay 
Houfe-rent  for  them  at  Blackwell-HalLz 
That  we  have  now  no  Currency  of  Fo* 
reign  Coin,  as  forty  Years  ago,  except  in. 
Portugal  Money :  That  there  is  a  manife/i 
Scarcity  of  Money,  which  obliges  many 
Perfons  to  leave  off  Trade :  That  above  a 
Million  per  Annum  is  paid  in  Poor's  Rates, 
to  Perfons  capable  of  working :.  And  that 
the  once  moft  flourifhing  Towns,  for  the 
Woollen  ManufaCtury,  are  reduced  almoft 
to  Beggary. 

•  If 
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c  If  we  have  then  loft  our  WoollenTrade, 
into  what  Hands  is  it  fallen  ?  That  France 
has  the  Bulk  of  it,  appears  by  Mr.  Man's 
Journal  of  the  State  of  their  Manufactures 
in  the  Year  1732,  which  muft  be  improved 
fince ;  and  therefore  to  (hew  our  Lois  and 
their  Gain,  let  us  attend  to  the  following 
Calculation. 

According  to  a  modeft  Computation,  the 
French  have  500,000  Packs  of  our  Wool 
yearly,  unmanufadxired  $  with  which  they 
can  work  up  twice  as  much  of  their  own. 
The  Detriment  ariiing  to  us,  and  the  ftill 
larger  Profit  accruing  to  them,  is  made  ap- 
parent in  the  following  Manner. 

A  Million  Packs  of  Wool  £which  are 
computed  to  grow  here]]  as  fold,  when  con- 
fined to  our  own  Manufactures,  at  16/.  per 
Pack,  is  16,000,000/;  As  now  fold,  to  go 
abroad,  4,000,000/;  The  Difad vantage 
12,000,000/..  The  Labour  and  Profit  of 
working  it,  at  40/.  per  Pack,  is  40,000,000  /. 
The  Labour  and  Profit  of  590,000  Packs, 
manufactured  here,  under  the  Difad  van- 
tages mentioneJ,  at  half  Wages,  20/.  per 
Pack,    10,000,000/;    The  Difadvantage, 

30,000,000/.    ^ 


3*s©ofc>ooo/.  By  thefe  Computations  it 
appears,  that  the  Nation  lofes  no  left  than 
42,000^000/.  Sterling  yearly,  betides  what 
the  Landed  Intereft  fuffers  by  the  Poor's 
Rates,  which,  by  the  Decay  of  our  Manu- 
factures, will  become  fo  numerous,  that 
the  Revenues  of  all  the  Lands  will  not  be 
diffident  to  discharge  them,  and  all  the 
Taxes, 

On  the  other  hand,  France*  by  getting 
500,000  Packs  of  our  Wool,  can  work  up 
a  Million  and  a  half  (it  being  agreed  that 
one  Pack  of  our  Wool  is  fufficient  to  work 
up  two  of  theirs)  and  reckoning  but  35/. 
per  Pack  for  their  Labour,  the  Labour  of 
1,500,000  Packs  amounts  to  52,500,000/* 
Sterling.  And  that  they  do  work  up  fo 
much  may  be  fuppofed  $  for  they  certainly 
will  import  no  more  of  our  Wool  than  is 
neceffary.' 

This  Author  then  proceeds  to  fupport  his 
Calculations,  of  the  Quantity  of  Wool  pro- 
duced in  England,  by  the  weekly  Toll-Books 
in  Spnithjield,  allowing  the  Bills  of  Morta- 
lity to  confume  a  7th  Part  of  the  Sheep  of 
die  Nation;  that  there  is  always  a  four 
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Yearns  Stock  in  the  Kingdom;  and  that 
every  Sheep,  one  with  another,  bears  4 
Pounds  of  Wool.  He  does  the  fame  with 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  raifes  the  Number 
almoft  300,000  above  his  firft  Calculation. 
Then  he  Subjoins  a  Calculation  of  the  Share 
that  Foreigners  would  pay  of  the  Profits  of 
all  this,  fuppofing  it  manufadtur'd  at  Home, 

c  Two  hundred  and  fifty  thouiand  Packs, 
the  fourth  Part  of  the  Growth  of  Great- 
Britain  and  Ireland,  will  clothe  13  or  14 
Millions  of  People,  which  is  more  than 
our  Inhabitants  amount  to :  So  that  three 
Parts  in  four  of  our  Manufactures  would 
be  exported,  and  bring  home  Money  to  the 
amount  of  30  Millions  for  the  bare  Labour 
in  manufacturing  thofe  ieven  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  Packs;  befides  the  Value  of 
the  Wool,  unmanufactured,  reckon'dat  12 
Millions  more,  in  all  amounting  to  42 
Millions :  All  this  arifing  from  one  Branch 
of  our  Trade,  tho*  exceeding  the  Value  of 
all  the  other  Branches,  belonging  to  this  or 
any  other  Nation/ 

He  then  proceeds  to  the  Difpofkion  and 
.  Views  of  France,    and  the  Neceffity,  in 
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point  of  Policy,  of  reducing  her  as  much 
as  poflible;  which  he  fhewscan  be  noway 
fo  effectually  done,  as  by  keeping  at  home 
our  unmanufactur'dWool.  *  The  only  fen- 
fible  Queftion,  fays  he,  is  not  whether  it 
be  neceflary  to  do  this  immediately,,  but 
bow  it  can  be  done  ?  Some  Gentlemen  were 
of  Opinion,  that  we  might  recover  our 
Woollen  Trade  by  going  to  Market  as  cheap 
as  the  Frencb>  tho'  they  get  our  Wool. 
But  how  can  we  work  as  cheap  as 
the  French,  unlefc  our  Poor  could  live  as  low 
as  theirs  r  And  if  we  could  work  as  cheap, 
we  could  not  go  to  Market  as  cheap,  be- 
caufe,  being  obliged  to  carry  our  Goods 
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Profits  of  which  it  comes  cheaper  to  them 
than  even  to  ourfelves  5  the  Advantages  all 
together  amounting,  at  leaft,  to  30  per Cent. 
in  their  Favour. 

If  we  lower  the  Price  of  Labour,  we 
lower  the  Value  of  Land,  and  obftrudt  the 
Circulation  of  Commerce  5  fince  the  lower 
the  Wages,  the  lefs  Money  Labourers  have 
to  purchafe  the  Produce  of  the  Earth ;  fo 
that  either  they  cannot  buy  fo  many  of 
them,  or  cannot  give  fo  much  for  what 
they  buy.  But  why  fhould  we  contrive 
Means  of  going  to  Market  as  cheap  as  the 
French,  and  have  the  Price  of  our  Goods 
beat  down,  when  we  can  hinder  them  from 
going  to  Market  at  all,  and,  by  having  the 
Market  to  ourfelves,  fix  our  own  Price? 
Is  it  not  better  to  have  all  the  Trade,  than 
only  fome  of  it  ?  To  employ  all  the  Poor, 
than  only  fome  of  them  ?  To  have  a  high 
Price  for  Goods,  than  a  low  or  middling 
one  ? 

But  how  is  all  this  to  be  effected?  AScheme 
to  prevent  the  Exportation  of  Wool  was  for- 
med by  Mr.  Webber,  and  approved  not  only 
by  Merchants  and  Traders  of  the  greateft 
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Knowledge,  not  only  by  foverat  in  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  but  alio  by  the  Mi- 
niftry;  a  Scheme  that,  whenever  put  in 
Execution,  will  not  only  eafe  Parifh  Rate*, 
prevent  Parifh  Law-Suits^  and  fupprefi  Va- 
grants and  Thieves,  but  will  employ  them! 
and  open  Ways  to  Commerce,  by  export- 
ing their  Labour. 

In  the  Year  173 1  Mr.  Wtbber  applied 
to  his  Majefty,  recommended  by  above 
600,000  Woollen  Traders,  (whofe  Petitions 
yet  lie  in  the  Duke  of  Newcqftle'*  Office) 
for  a  Charter  to  himfclf  and  Company,  to 
prevent  the  Exportation  of  unnunufii&ural 
Wool  by  an  univerfal  Regiftry.  His  Mar 
jefty  was  pleafed,  with  the  Advice  of  his 
Council,  to  grant  his  Requcft,  and  gave 
Inftrudfcions  to  the  then  Attorney-General  to 
report,  or  to  form  a  Charter  for  that  PUr- 
pofe :  But  he  being  of  Opinion,  that  the' 
it  was  the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown  to  giant 
Charters,  and  that  by  Virtue  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Grant  Mr.  Webber  and  Company 
might  have  put  the  Scheie  in  foecptio* 
it  was  expedient  to  have  an  A&  of  Pat* 
Uament,  to  veft  the  Ftteb&ea  with  greater 
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Powers  than  the  Charter  could  convey  to 
them,  Mr.  Webber  was  thereupon  advifed 
to  apply  to  Parliament,  which  he  did  Year 
after  Year  without  Effed,  notwithftanding 
feveral  of  the  moft  able  Men  in  the  Houic 
of  Commons  declared  their  good  Opinion 
of  it,  and  their  Perfuafion  that  we  mail  be 
undone  unlefs  the  Exportation  of  Wool  be 
flopped  1'—— After  fome  Remarks,  this 
Gentleman  puts  the  following  Queries. 

c  Can  the  Parliament  meet  upon  a  Bufi- 
neft  of  more  Moment  to  his  Majefty  and 
the;  Kingdom?  Are  28  Millions,  loft  by 
os  every  Year,  and  above  twice  as  much 
gained  by  our  Enemies,  fuch  a  Trifle,  that 
.we  can 'let  Seffion,  after  Seffion  flip,  without 
putting  a  Stop  to  this  fatal  Evil  ?  Did  our 
Forefathers  place  Wool-Packs  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  to  remind  them  of  the  great  Im- 
portance of  Wool  -,  and  is  it  now  below 
oar  Notice  ?  Is  it  indifferent  to  the  Nobility 
and  Gentry,  whether  the  Value  of  their 
Eftates  rifesor  falls  ?  Whether  the  Taxes  be 
lighter  heavy?  Whether  the  Streets  and 
Roads  be  peftered  with  Beggars,  Thieves, 
and  Robbers;  or  whether  we  travel  and  live 
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fafc  and  unmolefted  ?  Whether  Induftry  and 
•  Virtue,  or  Idlenefs  and  Vice  prevail  ?  Is  it 
indifferent  to  the  Merchants  and  Traders  of 
all  Sorts,  whether  they  have  a  good  or  a 
bad  Trade  ?  Whether  there  be  little  or 
much  Money?— —Am  I  warm?  The 
Caufe  deferves  it ;  our  All  is  at  flake ;  and, 
if  loft,  can  never  be  retrieved !' 

Let  me  add  to  thefe  a  few  Queflions  of 
my  own,  to  apply  thefe  Remarks  to  our  pre- 
fent  Purpofe.     Is    our  Woollen-Trade  of 
fuch  Importance,  and  the  Exportation  of  our 
Wool  unmanufactured  fo  detrimental  ?  Was 
a  Scheme,  that  would  have  been  effedual, 
to  retrieve  the  former,  and  prevent  the  lat- 
ter, propofed  and  received  ?  Was  it  after- 
wards obftrufted  ?  To  whom  was  this  ow- 
ing  ?    and  what  can  the  Authors  of  fuch 
Obftru&ion  deferve?  Would  it  ever  have 
been  if  a  prime  M         r,  who  carried  every 
Queftion  before  him,  had  countenanced  the 
Petitioners?  Would  the  Attorney-General, 
when  ordered  to  make  out  a  Patent,  have 
boggled  at  the  Validity  of  it,  if  the  M— r 
had  been   willing  it   fhould    take  effect? 
Would  it  not  have  immediately  polled,  and 
1   '  the 
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the  Parliament  have  been  called  in  af- 
terwards to  fupport  and  enlarge  it,  if 
found  weak  or  defective,  had  the  M— r 
nodded  Aflent  ?  Could  a  Petition  for  fo  fa- 
lutary  a  Law  have  come  into  a  Britijb 
Houfe  of  Commons,  and  be  fuffered  to 
laqguifh  away  oft  the  Table,  if  Gentlemen 
of  large  Eftates,  and  real  independent  In- 
tereft,  had  been  the  Majority  to  Pl-~~n 
and  P— nf — rs,  the  Creatures  of  a  M — r  ? 

If  the  M r  crufli'd  this  hopeful  Babe, 

What  could  be  his  Reafon  ?  May  we  not 
fufpedt  his  Friendship  to  the  late  Cardinal? 
his  clofe  Tics  with  the  Court  of  Versailles? 
Is  it  not  known  that  Lewis  XIV.  ifliied  vaft 
Sums  out  of  his  own  Treafury,  to  encotiragfe 
the  woollen  Manufactory  at  Abbeville,  and 
even  exempted  the  Manufacturers  from  the 
penal  Laws  againft  Proteftants  ?  And  would 
Lewis  XV.  .  lpare  the  fame  Treafury,  at 
fo  critical  a  Conjuncture,  to.fave  tht  fne 
quAnon  of  that  Trade,  now  fo  vaftly  im- 
proved ?  Has  the  Heart  of  *  *  been  ever 
found  fo  fincere,  and  his  Hands  fo  pure, 
as  to  preclude  all  Sufpicions  of  this  Nature.  ? 
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What  mull  his  Ignorance  and  Idolence  have 
been,  if  his  Innocence  can  be  made  apparent? 
I  have  dwelt  die  longer  on  this  Article, 
becaufe  if  any  Part  of  the  Grievance  be  really 
chargeable  on  the  late  Great  Man,  I  think 
it  more  cruel  than  any  thing  elfe  that  has 
been  fpeciricd.  To  drain  our  Pockets,  if 
the  Sources  to  fupply  them  were  leftfrceand 
unobstructed,  might  be  borne  to  a  great 
Degree  :  But  to  have  thefc  ftopp'd  is  intoler- 
able, becaufe  the  Circulation  mud  £300  end. 
Perhaps  it  might  be  thought  partial  to 
mention  popular  Prejudice,  as  of  any 
weight  in  this  Cafe.  But  if  general  Ob- 
fervation  upon  his  whole  Conduct,  all  the 
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I  purpofdy  Otnk  here  the  Depredations 
committed  on  our  Merchants  by  die  Spa- 
niardsy  as  *  they  will  naturally  come  into  the 
Settion  of  Tranfa&ions  with  that  Court; 
and  (hall  be  very  brief  on  the  other  Articles 
enumerated  at  die  Head  of  this. 

Can  any  one  ftientioa  a  Period  of  Years, 
of  die  fame  Extent,  in  a  Nation  that  pre- 
tended not  only  to  be  civilized,  but  polite, 
when  ingenious  Arts,  Improvements  in  ma- 
thematical, natural,  or  any  other  Branch  of 
uJefol  Knowledge,  were  cultivated  under 
greater  Difeouragements,  were  lefs  counte- 
nanced and  rewarded  a'  G— t,  than  under  the 
late  Adm——n  ?  Did  even  the  Mufes  ever 
ling  tb  (b  littk  Purpofe,  or  were  they  ever 
fo  little  kifpired  with  the  Praifes  of  the 
Great  ?  If  we  had  no  Prier's  or  Addipm's 
in  all  that  Time,  it  could  not  however  be 
faid  that  the  Genius  of  Poetry  was  departed 
from  us.  But  from  what  Pens  did  Pane- 
gyric then  flow,  except  from  GolkjCibber\  to 
the  *i  and  Jofepb  MitchelH  to  theM~ft--r  ? 
The  Spirk  of  Satire  went  forth  amongil  all 
Ttfho  could  write  better,  and  the  Names  of 
Dunce  and  Blockhead  were  every  where 
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dealt  about  and  applied,  from  the  Apartments 
of  St  — — ■  to  the  Garrets  of  Grubftreet. 
All  thefe  Things  happened  in  the  Days, 
and  under  the  Reign  of  /P^~ -e. 

I  had  almoft  forgotten  his  Liberality  to 
a  chofen  Few,  the  OJbornes9  the  Wolfing- 
bamsy  the  Freemans,  and  their  Aflbciatcs. 
Let  the  Table  annexed  to  the  Report  of  the 
S-~**t  C-- — -ee,  where  all  the  particu- 
lar Services  and  Gratuities  are  fpecified,  be 
a  {landing  Memorial  of  his.  great  Benefi- 
cence, and  the  Writings  enumerated  of  the 
great  Abilities  of  his  Apologifts.  But  per- 
haps I  am  a  little  too  fevere  upon  Thefe, 
who  made  the  moll  of  their  Subject :  Per- 
haps, if  true,  Genius  had  been  hackney'd 
out  to  the  fame  dirty  Purpofes,  it  muft  have 
funk  to  the  Standard  of  Pw,  Ar~—U>  or 
C—rt~ville. 

From  the  Literary  let  us  turn  to  the  Great 
World,  and  obferve  what  a  Figure,  among 
the  Courts  of  Europe,  we  made  during  the 
late  glorious  twenty  Years,  by  the  Gendemen 
who  were  fele&ed,  on  the  moft  extraordi- 
nary Occafions,  to  reprefent  the  facred  Per- 
fon  of  M-«y,     Nor  high  Birth,  nor  great 
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Abilities,  nor  long  Experience,  nor  polite 
Manners,  nor  Dignity  of  Perfon  and  Be- 
haviour had  they  to  recommend  them; 
but  Alliance  to  the  M— — r's  Family,  or 
Attachment  to  his  Cauie,  were  the  fu~ 
preme  Qualifications  for  all  Employments. 
Let  any  Age,  if  it  can,  (hew  us  a  Pair  of 
fuch  Negotiators,  employed  on  Occafions 
in  themfelves  fo  folemn,  but  made  fo  ri- 
diculous thro'  them,  as  Mynheer  Horatius 
and  Don  Benjarmno  ? 

But  I  have  done  with  a  Topic  of  which 
nothing  can  be  faid  but  on  one  Side,  and  on 
which  none  of  his  Advocates  will  pretend 
to  magnify  the  late  M — r. 


SECT.    VII. 

Vaji  Expences  incur* d>  without  any  viJi&U 
Advantage  to  Great-Britain. 

THAT  no  vifible  Advantage  has  ac- 
crued to  Us,  except  in  fupporting 
the  Luftre  of  the  Crown,  and  the  great 
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Number  of  Dependents  on  it,  is  a  Poim 
that  we  may  take  the  flwrteft  Method  tc 
prove,  by  afking  the  Advocates  of  the  Iat< 
Minuter,  and  defying  them  to  fpeafe  our 
What  Advantages  of  this  Nature  they  can 
enumerate  ?  Was  the  buffering  the  Houft 
of  Auftria  to  be  reduced,  that  Houfe  which 
we  had  expended  fo  many  Millions  oi 
Money  to  raife,  and  which  may  perhaps 
be  now  charged  upon  us  for  as  many  Mil- 
lions more,  an  Advantage  to  us?  Were  our 
numerous  annual  Armaments,  made  without 
any  determinate  View,  and  employ^  to  nu 
Purpofe  that  we  could  ever  discover,  an 
Advantage  to  us?  Was  the  permitting  out 
Merchants  to  be  rob'd,  and  our  Trade  to 
be  ruin'd,  when  the  Means  of  Redrefs 
were  always  in   our  Power,  aa  Advantage 

to  us? It  will  not  be  anfwer'd,  They 

were. To  what  then  were  all  thefe 

Meafures  owing  ?  An  excellent  Writer,  that 
has  lately  appeared,  will  inform  us,  in  72* 
Cafe  of  the  Hanover  Forces  examined;  where, 
and  in  the  Vindication  of  it,  he  has  thrown 
together  all  that  can  be  wim'd  for  on  this 
Subject.  The  Defign  of  this  Author  is  to 
I  {hew. 
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4hew,  that  his  late  Majefty  had  no  {boner 

taken  Pofleflion  of  the  Throne,    than  he 

•  ■  * 

entertain 'd  Thoughts  of  aggraadifing  his 
Electoral  Dominions,  and  that  this  has  been 
ever  fince  the  conftaat  Purfuit  of  the  Mini- 
ftry,  and  the  Source  of  all  our  public  Tranf- 
anions. 

It  does  not  appear,  indeed,  that  SkR.JK 
has  been  lingular  in  what  is  charged  upon 
the  Britijh  Miniftry  ever  fince  the  Year 
1714,  nor  (hall  we  lay  more  upon  him 
than  what  goes  manifeftly  to  his  Account  % 
and  perhaps  it  might  be  fome  little  Exte- 
nuation of  his  Guik,  if  it  were  true,  that  the 
only  Tenure  of  Power  confifts  in  indulging 
to  a  certain  Partiality  here  pointed  at :  But 
we  have  been  fince  allured  by  greater  Au- 
thority than  that  of  any  {ingle  Man,  that 
no  inch  Partiality  Joes  *  or  can  exift ;  and 
if  fo,  how  unworthy  the  Name  of  an 
Englijhman  mull  every  Minifter  be,  who 
when  he  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  point  out 
the  true  Intereft  of  his  Country,  in  order 
to  be  dire&ed  to  purfue  xhztjbkly,  (hall  yet 
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conceal  that  Intereft  where  it  mould  ever 
be  known,  and  bear  the  Hatred  of  Million* 
of  his  Fellow-Subjecbj  becaufe  he  will  not 
be  a  Monitor  in  their  Favour  ! 

The  keeping  of  Bremen  and  Verien%  after 
they  had  been  purchafed  of  the  Crown  of 
Denmark,  and  the  Defign  of  adding  the 
more  valuable  Dutchy  of  Mecklenburg  to 
the  Electorate  of  Hanover,  are  made  the 
true  Motives  of  our  Guaranty  of  the  Dutchy 
of  Siejwiek,  our  Apprehcnfions  of  Sweden, 
which  put  the  Nation  to  a  considerable  Ex- 
pence,  and  our  engaging  fo  deeply  in  the 
Emperor's  Quarrel  againft  Spain,  in  1718. 
Thefe  TraniacTions  were  all  previous  to  the 
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it  was  both  difcovered,  that  the  overgrown 
Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Aufirta  became 
dangerous  to  the 'Liberties  of  Europe y  and 
refolved  to  reduce  it  again  within  a  proper 
Bound :  But  as  this  was  not  to  be  effected 
only  by  the  fecret  Treaty  of  Madrid,  we, 
at  the  fame  Time,  threw  ourfelves  into  the 
Arms  of  France >  and  afted  by  the  Direc- 
tions of  her  Minifters  without  Refcrvej 
which  will  ferve  to  account  for  the  Part 
we  took  in  the  Quarrel  between  the  French 
and  Spanijh  Courts ;  the  refilling  die  fole 
Mediation  between  Spain  and  the  Emperor-, 
and  the  involving  ourfelves  in  die  Hanover- 
Alliance:  From  all  which  Circumftances, 
we  are  taught  that  the  Intereft  of  Great- 
Britain  was  never  once  thought  of  all  this 
Time,  unlefs  to  be  facrificed. 

Now  that  the  (aid  Alliance  was  calculated 
only  for  the  Prefervation  of  Lower-Saxony, 
or  rather  to  fupport  and  defend  the  new 
Poffeffions  and  Claims  of  the  Eledtorate  of 
Hanover,  is,  beyond  all  Controversy,  made 
appear  by  the  Writings  and  Speeches  of 
thofe  in  the  Oppofition  to  the  late  M  inifter ; 
as,   likewife,    that  the  prefent   exorbitant 
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Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  was  no 
better  than  a  political  Bugbear,  to  be  found 
no  where  $  no  not  in  the  Brain  of  thofe 
who  endeavoured  moft  to  have  it  miftaken 
for  a  Reality :  Confequently  that  all  the  Mil- 
lions fquander'd  by  us  on  that  Occafion,  and 
under  that  Pretence,  fcrved  only  to  exhauft 
ourfclves,  and  avenge  the  Caufe  of  Hanover 
upon  the  Houfe  of  Aufiria* 

Indeed  the  very  Bafis  of  that  pernicious 
Alliance  was  grounded  00  Abfurdhies  and 
Impracticabilities,  to  fay  no  worfe.  That 
we  were  not  drawn  by  $t  into  War  with  the 
Emperor,  is  not  to  be  imputed  to  thofe  who 
advifcd  it,  and  that  a  War  with  Spain  was 
the  Confequence  of  it  cannot  be  denied ; 
at  leaft  half  a  War,  a  War  on  one  Side 
if  not  on  the  other.  This  half  War  again 
generated  a  half  Peace  >  the  which  if  Han- 
over was  not  a  Gainer  by,  the  Emperor  in 
the  End  became,  very  fufficieotly,  a  Lofcr. 
The  equitable  Defigns  oh  Mecklenburg** 
&c.  were  not  yet  relifhed  at  Vienna^  though 
fo  mighty  a  Confederacy  was  formed  to 
perfuade  the  Emperor  to  it ;  and  therefore 
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his  Imperial  Majefty  was  ftill  too  great  and 
formidable.  To  be  Friends  with  Spain^  was 
then  our  Intereft  upon  any  Terms;  we  not 
only  treat,  but  humour,  concede,  nay,  fcr 
licit  the  Honour  of  being  Coavoys  to  Dm 
Corks  into  Italy  $  that  very  Dm  Carlos,  who 
was  fo  lately  fet  forth,  as  likely  to  become 
the  fo  long  dreaded  universal  Monarch  of 
Eutvpt.— — *  .  • 

Now  to  what  did  all  this  contribute? 
Not  to  the  Peace,  Security,  Wealth,  or  Ho- 
nour of  Enghnd:  No ;  but  to  the  Rjsdu&ioa 
Of  thQ  #ill  too  pDtenftHoufe  oidujlrU :  For, 
though  that  Hoafo  waa  already  involved  in 
almoft  bfuperihle  Difficulties  \  though  that 
of  Bourbon  floufifhed  in  exa&  Proportion 
as  the  other  declined  i  nay,  though  we  bad 
inconteftable  Evidence  that  Dunkirk  was 
then  repairing  *  yet  our  Minifters  per  lifted 
potwkhftanding*  and  the  whole  Strength 
of  the  Britijb  Empire  was  0>  bft  fteer'd  by 
the  Hamper  Ri*ddw, 

But  aU  would  not  do:  At  the  Moment 
of  Ptqt&ioft  aH  btew  up;  and  when  their 
Hopes  were  at  tho  higheft,  they  ftxund  they 
had  built  upon  the  Sands. 

Though 
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Though  the  People  at  England  had  ftoojw 
ed  like  a  Camel  to  be  loaded,  and  patiently 
fuffered  Placemen  and  Penfioners  to  hang 
upon  them  like  fo  many  Horfe-Leeches ; 
they  could  not  be  induced  to  fubmit  to  new 
Taxes  and  Impofitions,  in  order  to  deftroy 
that  Balance  of  Power,  which,  at  fuch  an 
incredible  Expence  of  Blood  and  Treafure, 
they  had  endeavoured  to  render  immoveable} 
nor  the  Houfe  of  Jbtftria  to  be  undone, 
that  the  petty  Princes  of  Germany  might 
aggrandize  themielves  out  of  their  Spoils. 

Finding,  therefore,  the  Ground  to  fink 
beneath  their  Toil,  our  wife  Minifters  were 
forced  to  their  old  Track  of  Negotiations, 
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was  irreconcileable  with  all  her  former  Pur* 
fuits,  and  which  actually  clafli'd  with  her  ap- 
parent Intereft,  if  that  Intereft  confifted,  as 
was  more  than  fufpe&ed,  in  delivering  Ger- 
many from  that  very  Power  it  now  ftipulat- 
ed  to  preferve. — But  what  has  fince  been 
tranfa&ed  by  PruJ/ia  and  Saxony  has  for- 
nifhed  us  with  a  Solution  of  this  political 
Problem :  Nor  can  it  be  fuppofed  that  the 
Forces  and  Treafures  of  Great-Britain  were 
to  be  doled  away  without  a  valuable  Con* 
^deration. 

It  muft  here  be  obferved,  that  this  new 
Treaty,  which  thus  diflblved  the  never-to- 
be-forgotten  Hanover  Treaty,  was  entered 
into  contrary  to  an  exprefs  Article  of  the  laft, 
which  obliged  each  of  the  contra&ing  Par- 
ties not  to  enter  into  any  new  Engagements 
with  any  other  Power,  without  a  Commu- 
nication firft  made  to  the  reft  of  the  Con- 
federacy. This  Peace  France  at  once  re- 
fented  and  defpifed ;  and  though  the  Accef- 
fion  of  the  States  was  at  laft  obtained,  k 
was  not  without  Difficulties  and  Limitations; 
though  we  fwallowed  the  Dofe  without 
apy  Palliative  whatfoever. 

C  c  rtVm 
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Thus  we  fee  the  Emperor,  Sngisnd,  and- 
Holland  once  more  in  Ankles,  with  Hwwr 
for  the  Head  of  the  Confederacy ;  Bvt  whe- 
ther the  firft  was  bcfbre-hand  fufficieatly 
humbled,  or  whether  the  laft  was  fufficieatly 
compensated,  is  not  as  yet  to  be  decided, 
This  however  is  moil  certain,  th*t  Great- 
Britain  is  ftiU  fick  at  Heart  for  having 
thrown  her  Weight  into  the  wrong  Scale, 
and  being  at  the  fole  Expence  of  theie  un- 
grateful Experiments. 

But  whether  this  Reunion  was  placed  on 
Tight  Principles  ox  wrong  j  whether  it  was 
a  mercenary  Bargain,  or  an  honeft  Emle^ 
vour  to  prefcrve  the  public  Peace)  *onf 
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proves  how  impo$ble  it  is  to  unito  oppo- 
fite  Infarcts.  While  Hammer  was  moft 
intent  tipen  her  favourite  Projedt  of  hum- 
Uing  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria,  fhe .  had  caft 
her  Eye  on  th$  declining  Condition  of 
King  Auguftw,  and,  apprehending  a  new 
Election  muft  fpeedily  come  on,  enter'd 
into  Meafures  with  France,  for  advancing 
Stamfiaus  once  more  to  the  Throne  *  it  be** 
ing  a  Point  in  which  the  Interefts  of  the 
two  Courts  wore  in  a  Manner  the  feme: 
A  Prince  in  the  Intereft  either  of  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria>  or  of  Jb$a,  giving  equal 
Umbrage  to  both,  as  being  both  equally 
Epeppks  to  the  Power  of  the  one,  and  the 
tafucace  of  the  other.  If  Hanover \  in 
particular,  had  not  met  with  the  Returns 
fee  expefied  from  Vienna,  in  the  Af&ir  of 
Mecklenburg,  &c.  fhe  fyd  as  little  Reafon 
te  be  &tisfy>d  with  Ih$ay  who  was  ftrong- 
\y  inclined  to  recover  Slefwick  for  the  Duke 
©f  HoJflein;  on  the  Security  of  which,  to 
the  King  of  Denmark,  depended  the  Con* 
tinuance  of  Bremen  and  Ferden  to  the  Elec- 
torate of  Hanover.    Rujia  had,  befides,  bu- 

C  c  2  ficd 
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fied  herfelf  in  thwarting  the*  Dcfigns  of 
that  Court  upon  Mecilenbutg^  which  were 
not  only  obvious  to,  but  gave  a  general 
Alarm  to  all  the  Powers  of  the  North.  As 
therefore  France  flood  engaged,  from  all 
Confiderations,  to  fupport  King  StamJJaus> 
Hanover  made  her  Overtures,  on  that  Head, 
with  the  more  Franknefs,  and  had  the. 
Pleafure  of  finding  them  received  according 
to  her  own  Wifhes. 

•  That  the  Court  of  Verfailki  was  therefore 
fo  long  before  prepared  for  the  Death  of  King 
jlugujlus,  is  entirely  owing  to  the  Politics 
of  Hanover ;  and  that  Inftru&ions  were  im- 
mediately thereupon  fent  to  the  Englijb 
Minifter  at  Warfaw*  to  aft  accordingly, 
did  not  long  continue  a  Secret  to  the  Courts 
who  were  concerned  in  the  Event.  Even 
here  at  home,  Suspicions  of  that  Kind  a- 
rofe  foon  after,  and  which  it  became  ne- 
ceflary  to  clear  up  :  To  this  End,  a  Motion 
was  made  in  Parliament  for  the  Inftruc- 
tions  given  to  the  faid  Minifter  at  that 
Time ;  but  the  Intereft  of  the  Premier,  as 
ufualj  was  too  mighty  for  that  of  his  Counr 

try, 
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.try,  and  a  Negative  defeated  the  Evidence 
from  Fafts  which  muft  otherwife  have  been 
produced ;  though  a  moral  Certainty,  that 

-  thefe  Sufpicions  were  true,  arofe  even  from 

;  the  Negative  itfelf.  For,  as  thefe  Inftruc- 
tions  could,    and  did   only  relate  to  the 

.  Eledtion,  which  was  now  over,  there  could 
be  no  other  Reafon  for  concealing  them, 
but  the  Cunfcioufnefs  of  their  being  more 
calculated    for    the  Interefts  of  Hanover 

than  thofe  of  Great-Britain. 

* 

Thus  fupported  by  France  on  one  hand, 
and  Hanover  on  the  other,  Staniflaus  was 
ele&ed  King  of  Poland,  whereby  the  In- 
fluence of  the  firft  (though  already  fo  much 
dreaded)  was  like  to  receive  a  very  confider- 
able  Acceffion  in  the  North,  and  the  laft 
was  gratified  in  her  darling  Point  of  mor- 
tifying and  humbling  the  Court  of.  Vienna ; 
though  for  thefe  very  Reafons  it  is  apparent, 
that  fcarce  any  thing  upon  the  Continent 
could  be  more  diametrically  oppofite  to  the 
Intereft  of  thefe  Kingdoms  in  particular,  or 
die  Balance  of  Europe  in  general 

C  c  3  The 


4 


> 


The  War,  in  which  the  feiApfrdr  itia 
involvtd  upon  thfc  Occafion,  called  loudly 
upon  England,  HxMattd  and  tLmvfr,  fbf 
the  Perforitoahce  <sf  the  Guatthty  they  had 
fo  htely  fchgajj£d  in :  And  our  eagle-eyed 
Mirtifters  did  not  fell  to  make  fc'  ptopbc 
tile  of  k;  that  is  to  fay,  they  fctadfe  it 
a  Pretence  to  rife  higher  than  evefr  ih  thdr 
DethAnds  upoh  the  Peojrie  j  and  Dmmifriy 
as  ufad,  lefather  Name  ft*  Stobfidies,  Which 
Hanover  was  hot  the  Wdrfe  !br.  Should 
k  be  afked,  what  Part  that  *ife  Eteftbrate 
took  lipdn  this  Occ&fion  ?  Why,  ft  todfced 
on  the  Fray  with  its  Hand*  in  it's  Pbckets; 
efteemmg  Treaties  fctot  ftnthment,  ftttd 
ready  Money  too  fcarce  a  Cbthmodity  to 
be  parted  with  in  any  Catrfe,  or  for-tny 
Engagement  whatever. 

In  IMldndy  however,  that  the  Pani, 
which  was  playing  at  hdme,  might  fee  car- 
ried on  with  forme  Decency  and  CttWfiftertejr, 
our  Mmifter  there  had  Otdefs  to  bt  as  lotfd 
-and  importtonate  as  poffitte  with  thfe  3tattb> 
to  enter  with  us  into  ihftarit  Meafttits  for 
the  Prefervation  of  the  Houfe  of  Atftrta, 

and 


ttftd  Jetting  a  Bound  to  the  growing  Power 
of  Prance :  And  this  our  Ministers-  thought 
-thief  might  <io  very  feoueely  j   fince,  the 
-States  being  in  the  Secret  of  our  inveterate 
Antipathy  to  the  Emperor,  it  was  ftot  rea- 
-fonible  to  fupp&b  tint  they  would  launch 
-fete  ExpeftOKj   which  they  knew  before- 
hand Wouid,  &r  that  very  Reafon,  be  ren* 
-deir'd  faJti  and  fruitlefs.    But  in  this  one 
'Particular  oar  true  and  trufty  friends  re- 
lied too  ranch.     The  States,   with  feme 
3Ufttf>n>    btltaed,    that  when  it  appeared 
fhe  Houie  or"  Au/iria  was  ifc  real  Conger, 
tfWfc  Ae-  dinting  liftercft  of  the  Electorate 
would  be  forced  to  ttcode  a  Ikde  to  thole 
of  the  Kingdom  $  *Ad  that  *vefi  the  jPeopte 
of  England  would  have  ft  much  iafiue&e 
itt  to  carry  one  Point  ift  firtotfr  of*-  that  Fa- 
*nily,  on  Whtefc  the  genttft)  gafeiice  of 
•rfoW«f  principally  lep<md*d,  ^  ifpot  the  *g- 
^peated  urgeftt  and.  afcnort:  datty  lAppli&tieAs 
**  ©ur&d  MMrto,  theywhift,  thtfe&re, 
;gav*  him  to  ttttdefftand,  -that  they  wefe 
'WUlkig  to  «itiet'hi8  Offers  Half- way  3  Vv*heri 


« 
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lo !  —  it  appear'd  — —  be  had  no  Pincf 
to  treat. 

Thus,  in  Confeqtience  of  this  blefied  Po» 
Ji/h  Election,  England  was  more  and  more 
tax'd  and  exhaufted,  and  the  Emperor  re- 
tnain'd  unaflifted,  notwithftanding ;  info- 
much  that  he  was  compePd  to  throw  him- 
felf  into  the  very  Bofom  of  his  capital  Ene- 
my, upon  any  Terms  he  could  get.  And 
tho',  by  the  Intervention  of  Rujiay  Poland 
was  once  ipore  fnatch'd  from  King  Sta- 
nijlaus,  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  made  a  Shift 
to  procure  a  noble  Equivalent  in  the  Dutchy 
of  Lorrainy.  not  to  mention  the  Kingdoms 
of  Naples  ahd  Sicily  y  acquired  by  the  joint 
:  Efforts  of  France  and  Spain,  and  befiow'd 
.  upon  Don  Carlos.  , 

But  if  the  Balance  of  Europe  was  thu$ 
disjointed,  that  of  Gernufny  was  now  fuf- 
-  fkiently  provided  for.  There  was  no  Room 
i|o  fejc  forth- Any  longer,  infuch  terrifying 
f  Colours,  the  by  ergrown  Power  of  the  Houft 
:$f  u4uJlria.T-~A\a& !  it  was  now  in  Ruins  % 
x#nd/  \yhat  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  had 
gjndefcended  to  leaye^ftanding  as  a  Monu- 
ment 
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ment  of  his  Mercy,  the  Grand  Signfctf 
-threaten'd  to  dcftroy  ;  the  War. in  Hungary 
with  the  Turks  taking  Place,  before  the 
Wounds  left  by  thotfe  in  Germany  arid  Italy 
Were  doled  ;  and  the  Iflue  proving  as  fatal 
to  the  Imperialifts  as  either  of  thofe  which 
preceded  it. 

In  this  melancholy  Situation'  the  Emperor 
dies,  leaving  nothing  but  the  Pragmatic 
Sanation :  for  the  Security  of  his  Heirs ; 
which  proved  of  fo:  little  Signification,  not- 
withftanding  the:  great  Names  with  which 
it, was  filPd,  thatajmoft  eviery  one  of  the 
Ele&ors,  like  moftjother  Eledhors,  thought 
it  a  proper;  Opportunity  to  make  the  moft 
of  his  Vote ;  and  all  at  thfe  Expencje  of  the 
helpjefs,  abandon'd  Houfe  of  Aujlria.  A 
weak,. -pitiful,  dependent  Emperor,  every 
one  could  find  his' Account  in;  whoever 
then  they  prefer'd,  they  refolved  to  ftrip 
firftas;b&reaspoffible.    . 

But  in  the  midft  of  thefejroyal  Dreams 

<?f  Dominion,  HaVock,  Spoil  and  Plunder, 

.  the  King  of  Fruffia.  ftarts  firft  into  Adion, 

pleads  a  Right,  but  takes  Pofleffion  by  Force, 

and  .avows;  a  Refolution  to  hold  it  by  the 

fam*    M 


Si** 


(  194  ) 

lame  Means;  wnich.  ortexpe&ed  tnchlettt 
gave  a  new  Afped:  to  the  Fwot  of  Car* 

fa  the  mean  whife  die  Death  of  the  Env 
perorv  and  the  deplorable  Situation  of  hfe 
family,  aflfaSted  every  EagUflb  Heart  as  it 
ought ;  tho',  at  the  lame  Time,  tkey  were 
forced  to  acknowledge  'die  inperior  Ablity 
«f  that  great  Minifter,  Who  had  ft  toon  H* 
duced  that  afpirng  Houfb  from  being  die 
Terror  to  the  Pity  of  khe  World.  In  Hope, 
however,  that  he  Woaid  teftjry  die  &me 
Ability  m  Tamrig  up,  as  pulling  down, 
they  very  -willingly  agreed  to  aH  his  Dema*»dt 
of  Aids,  Loans,  and  what  not :  Flattering 
4&ei»feive$  that  he  would  now,  at  Veaft,  as* 
ply  them  as  he  ought  for  the  Sertiee  of 
Gritt-Britain,  not  in  Wore  **— •  feefh 
been  fcfficiefttb/  efplain'd:  Her  indeed 
were  they  wholly  deceived:  For  tho  Im- 
mediate Intereft  of  Hatmtr  hod  taken  a 
new  Tom  from  this  bold  Stroke  of  the 
KtagofiVttjfc  The  Ties <£  fifetfd Shave 
few  a  ftfeWe  Hold  on  Princes*    Thus,  fMf> 

ithftan&ig  the  Gowtfe  of  Ardfr  and  #fc- 
ttfvet  were  fo  «tearly  related,  Inttre&tad 

■v      fct 


tdt  them  at  Variance*  hot  alone  With  «- 
=gard  tb  the  Affair  of  A£dM»ftfo#,  in  Which 
ifie  nndenfeWe  Rights  bF  the  drfl:  were 
lfcanifeftty  injured,  bat  alfo  on  Account  of 
tertain  F:&hify  Gfedm*  at  that  Tflme  un«. 
adfafted  i  ' «,;  Hkewfie,  that  there  was  a 
fort  ttf  Rlvalfhip  between  the  Families,  and 
any  Incteafe  ist  Intereft  and  Power  to  the 
/one,  was  fittfe  to  give  Umbrage  tb  thb 
tther. 

The  Pretends  bF  2«8*  wtffe  UttiWd 
to  certain  IVuichies  and  Lordttups  in  &Mr; 
feftd  as'  the  cvera  has  IJrbveo,  trot  he  Would 
fcave  btbh  fctfel  ;w*h  tauten  left  than  he 
chitned,  it  tahnbt  be  enbu&i  Wbni8ef *d  at, 
i!hat  Wa^shdEftans  ihbufl  ndt  have  bfceh 
trieo1  tb  bring  him  tb  TefinS  by  Tteaty  and 
'Negotiation  (ft  *nueh  tried  upon  iribre  in- 
"cOiAfiutt^bfc  Ort^nGftte)  berate  thtt  IMiJwte 
"Wits1  fcft  tolte  ^cbitled  by  thfe  Sttdrd :  Stft 
inftead  of  Experiments  to  ftfttfn  hirk,  which 
fttfgHt  JttVe  gained  to  pbtent  ail  f&y  to  aflift 
to  fltePitera^rffioft  toff  the  n6inb  iMf  J$ti]rri&t 
Hutu  Iftttf&fe  ijF  Pc/Wfci  t&  ftte  TrrbttJftant  'In-* 
*fcteft,  the  Sffirit  6f  Wat-  atbite  prfetfrird 
ttgaml  mtb,  and  tht  Cottrt  bF  Vwtnit  vr$s 
'     J  continually 
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continually  prefs'd  to  A&on,  and  call'd 
fupon  for  Plans  of  Operations  againft  him  5 
.  nay,  fo  little  was  any  Thought  or  Define  enter- 
tain'd  of  -gaining  him  in  a  friendly  Manner, 
and  fo  little  was  apprehended  from  France 
.at  that  Time,  that  certain  Perfons,  for  a 
while,  enjoy'd  a  Scheme  for  the  Partition 
of  his  Dominions,  and  a  Convention  was 

■ 

a&ually  form'd  for  that  Purpofe ;  by  which 
very  Convention  it  appears,  that  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  was  the  only  contra&ing  Power 
that  difclaimed  any  Share  in  the  Spoils. 

Amidft  thefe  bewitching  Plans  of  military 
Operations  and  imaginary  Divifions  of  the 
Prujfian  Bear-Jkin,  France 9  not  once  as  yet 
thought  of,  fteps  between,  and  our  late 
golden  Projects  evaporate  to  Air;  from 
which  unlucky  Period,  more  Caution  and 
lefs  Prefumption  has  appeared  in  thofe  Coun- 
cils, .  which  then  undertook  to  canton  out 
Germany  at  Will. 

In  particular,  Hanover,  that  lately  was 

fo  forward  to  have  fupported  the  Pragmatic 

San&ion,  not  only  with  the  4000  Men  it 

^^was  engaged   to  do,  but  with  its  whole 

^  Force,  as  likewife  the  Danes  and  Hefians 

taken 
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taken  into  the  Pay  of  England,  againft 
Prx/fa*  was  not  now  able  to  give  to  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  any  Afliftance,  nay,  not 
to  preferve  itfdf  without  the  Help  of  a 
Brace  of  Expedients)  in  which  not  a  Spark 
of  that  Spirit,  which  blazed  out  fo  fiercely 
before,  is  vifible,  viz.  A  Neutrality  with 
France,  which  had  fo  extenfive  an  Opera- 
tion as  to  give  Safety  to  our  Merchant  Ships, 
or  even  a  Man  of  War  foiling  through  the 
Spanijh  Fleet,  to  fay  nothing  of  the  faid 
Fleet's  Ming  through  the  Streigbts  in  Sight 
of  Admiral  Haddock,  who  had  waited  whole 
Years  to  intercept  them.  Secondly,  To  re- 
fign  not  only  all  Hopes  of  aggrandizing  itfelf 
at  the  Expence  of  PruJJiay  but  to  empty  its 
fkcred  Coffers,  for  the  Satisfaction  of  fome 
pecuniary  Demands  of  a  very  extraordinary1 
Nature,  which  makes  it  a  very  defirable 
Thing  at  prefcnt  to  take  the  firft  favourable' 
Opportunity  to  replenish  them. 

Under  this  Neutrality  the  new  Parlia- 
ment met ;  the  wholeftNation  having  al-' 
ready  learn'd  the  Caufij?  of  that  Treaty  by' 
the  Eflfedts  ;  having  likewife,  by  the  fame 
Que,  traced  out  the  myfterious  Origin  o£ 

the  A 
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the  Hancver  Treaty,  to  which  they  rmde 
no  Scruple  to  a&rfte  ,*hfi  Redu&iqn  pf  the 
exorbitant  Power  of  the  Houfe  si  Aufahi 
and  were  almoft  to  a  Man  convinced,  thai 
Haneroer  rob'd  us  of  tjje  Benefit  of  heing 
an  Ifland,  and  vras  aftuaUy  a  Pledge  far  ow 
good  Behaviour  piv  the  Continent.* 

In  the  Vinfa&'m  of  the  Pamphlet  from 
wliich  I  have  made  thi*  Extrac?,  die  Ann: 
thor  lays  down  one  (hot  Aulc,  by 
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to  judge  pf  all  public  Traniaftjp&s,  that  ai* 
othef wife  npyfterious  in  their  Nature.  &  fa 
Sq  much  to  QPf  prefentPwpofe,  that  I  can* 
not  forb^r  giving  it  a  Place. 

*  c  AU  Matters  of  State,  however  puHk 
c  in  general,  by  their  Preparations  or  Events, 
€  have  fomefecret  Springs  and  Views,  which 
4  do  npt  apf*ar  to  the  Bulk  of  Afankind, 
€  and  e&ifcquently  become  Matter  qdy  of 
'  Rea&ning  and  Conje&ure;  in  oedpr  to 
€  form  which  Rationings  and  Conjie&uip* 
c  right,  every  wife  Man  compares  die  paft 
*  with  the  prefent^jpnfiders  the  prcrailiny 

Turn  9fid  Spirit  V  the  Court,  and  the 

€  perioral" 


*  Vindicaticx,  Jrc.  p.  3. 
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pergonal;  Cb?r»£te$  agd  predominant 
Paffiqas  of  the  Pripce  and  his  Minitfers, 
U  Reafiwi  flnd  good  Pplicy  do  not  ihew 
the  Jfanefc  of  *  Meafare,  he  feefo  fw 
the  tnie  Cattfe  iji  the  Jnterefts,  the  Habitg, 
and  the  PaflipifcS  of  it?  Authors  s  and 
where  thefe  conipirc  to  authorjfe  his  Cor-, 
j*ftwe>  fe  is  as  well  founded  as  Cenje&ur§ 

ean  he*    F<p  (his  Region  we  £e,  that  io 

all  judicial  Pwwdjflga,  where  pUia  giu} 

poftiuve  Proof*  aw  not  to  be  had,  great 

fltreft  is  juftly  laid  upon  the  Charter  of 
thePfffon  aaft&h  His  uii»l  Cpiiffc  of 
Life,  his  Habits,  his  Connection?,  htf 
natural  Turn  and  Difpofition,  are  ftri&ly 
T  inquired  into,  and  weigh  greatly  in  his 
*  Condemnation  or  Acquittal.' 

If  we  form  our  Judgment  by  this  Stand- 
ard, we  JfcU  h*ve  oo  Room  to  wonder  a$ 
jfcltic  Squ^dron^  which  we  fliajl  ip*- 
mediately  conclude  were  fent  fpr  other 
Service  than  that  of  Great-Britain  $  nor  at 
Spfrbutf  Expeditions,  whkh  wq*  only  io 
pobpr  large  levies  oa  th#  People,  qpp^ed 
4P  other  Purpofe?  than  they  were  faid  to  be 

for.  The  onty  Fleet  wp  ever  tent  out 

during 
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during  the  late  Adminiftration,  that  feeitfi! 
to  produce  any  Effedl  that  was  manifeftly 
for  our  Intereft,  I  mean  that  for  the  Pro^ 
teftion  of  our  Ally  the  King  of  Portugal, 
did  perhaps,  as  much  as  any  other,  turn 
to  private  Benefit  -,  if,  as  many  fulpelt,  it 
was  paid  for  by  that  Crown,  and  the  Pur^ 
chafe  Money  never  brought  to  Account. 
But  the  following  Sections  will  give 
us  a  farther  Idea  how  little  the  Intereft  of 
Great-Britain  has  been  purfued  in  all  our 
Foreign  Negotiations,  which  leaves  me  Op- 
portunity to  be  more  brief  on  this  Article 
exprefly. 


N 


SECT.     VIII. 

Negotiations  and  Treaties  with  Foreign  Na- 
tions, exciujhe  of  tbofe  with  Spain,  that 
regard  the  prefint  Quarrel. 

WE  have  feen  Sir  R.  W.  in  the  Con- 
duft  of  Domeftic  Affairs,    char- 
ged with  laying  unncceflary  Burthens  on 
the  People,  with  Unthriftinefs  of  the  pub- 
lic 
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lie  Trcafure,  with  concerting  Schemes  op-  * 
preffive.in  their  Nature,  with  making  frau- 
dulent Contracts  to  the  Ruin  of  many,  with 
introducing  a  Syftem  of  Corruption,   and 

r 

endeavouring  to  blend  it  with  our  very 
Con  ft  i  tut  ion,  with  fuffering  a  certain  Fo- 
reign Intereft,  no  way  connected  with  that 
of  Great-Britajn,  to  preponderate  in  the 
Cabinet,  and  become  the  Meafurc  of 
our  annual  Expences.  All  thefe  Char- 
ges, in  a  great  Degree,  fecm  to  have  been 
but  too  fully  made  good,  notwithftanding 
the  elufive  Arguments  that  have  been  ad- 
duced  on  the  other  Side.  Let  us  now  pro- 
ceed to  a  more  particular  Deduction  of  our 
Tranfadtions  with  other  Nations,  during  the 
fame  iEra,  and  fee  how  far  Great-Britain 
has  been  really  confidered  in  them,  and 
how  confonant  our  feveral  Alliances  have 
been  to  her  natural  Intereft.  If  it  fhali  ap- 
pear, that,  judging  by  the  Rules  of  Com- 
mon Senfe,  and  without  knowing  the  latent 
Spring  of  Adtions,  there  has  been  little  Re- 
gard paid  ta  this-,  there  will  be  no  Room 
for  another  Doubt,  concerning  what  has 
been  advanced  in  the  preceding  Section. 

D  d  For     ^ 


For  if  all  our  Negotiations,  till  the  Clue  ft 
found  that  holds  them  together,  appear  to 
be  unaccountable,  inconfiftenr,  and  a  Series 
of  Blunders  $  there  can  be  no  QuefHon ,  if, 
When  we  view  them  in  another  Light,  the 
Concatenation   appears,   and  they  are  all 
manifeftly  diredted  to  one  End  $  there  can 
be  no  C^eftion,   I  fay,  but  we  are  then 
come  at  the  Truth.    Thus,  in  all  proba- 
bility, we  may  at  laft  pay  a  Compliment  to 
the  Great  Man's  tlead,  which  it  was  never 
thought  to  deferve,  at  leaft  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, tho*  perhaps  a  little  at  the  Expence 
of  his  Heart.    It  had  been  more  excufabfc 
to  have  blunder* d  all  his  Days,  with  a  View 
to  the  Good  of  his  C6untry,  than  to  have 
Jteadify  purJUed  another  and  oppojite  Inter  eft, 
and  have  been  content  with  the  Imputation 
of  blundering  to  cover  "treachery. 
From  172 1  to  1725,  we  heard  of  no* 

thing  but  the  flourishing  State  of  our  Af&irt. 
It  is  with  the  laft  of  thefe  Years,  therefore, 
that  I  am  to  begin ;  the  King  having  af- 
furedhls  People  from  the  Throhe,  In  1721, 
*  That  nothing  more  than  the  Form  of  a 
Congrefs  was  wanting  to  eftabliih  the  pub- 
■■'■"—  lie 
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lie  Tranquillity/  and  in  1724,  c  that  we 
had  Peace  with  all  Powers  Abroad/  It 
muft  be  remember'd,  however,  that  be*- 
tween  thefe  Dates  was  held  the  Congrefs  of 
Cambrayy  in  which  the  Courts  of  Great- 
Britain  and  France  were  Mediators,  to  *}d- 
jttft  what  yet  remained  unfeftled  between 
the  Etoperar,  the  King  of  Spain*  and  the 
ww  King  of  Sflr4in$4.    The  Breaking  up 

of  this  Cpngreft,  after  it  h&d  fat  a  long 
Tin»e  to  little  Purpofe,  was  followed  by  an 
entife  Change  in  the  Face  of  Affairs,  oct 
pafioned  by  the  Coqfclufion  of  the  firft  Treaty 
df  ViemUy  whjeft  gave  pur  Ministers  fuch 
dreadful  Apprejienfions  of  forae  fecret  Pe- 
figns  againft  the  Intereft  of  Great-l£ritainf 

ibat  k  induced  them  tp  project  a  Counter* 

Alliance,  called  the  Hanover  Treaty,  to  opr 
pofe  the  Machinations  of  thefe  new  AUis$» 
And  prevewt  the  Execution  of  their  Scheipes. 
With  th»s  Treaty  we  are  tp  begin  the  F9- 
fcjgn  Politicks  pf  the  late  Miwfar,  an£ 

then  to  folipw  kim  thro*  the  Treaty  9/ 

Seville,  the  Second  Treaty  pf  Vierm*  the 
War  between  the  Emperor  and  France,  our 
Guaranty  of  the  Pragmatic  Sandtion,  the 

X>&  2  Con- 
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Convention,  &c.  with  Spain,  and  other 
memorable  Traiifa&ions.  The  Affairs  with 
Spain  will  be  confidered  a-part,  as  they  di£ 
fer  in  Kind  from  all  the  reft,  and  regard 
chiefly  our  Commerce. 

I  know  it  has  been  affirmed  by  fome  of 

Sir  R 's  Advocates,  and  particularly  by 

one  who  wrote  fince  his  Demiflion,  «  that  he 
had  at  that  Time  no  Hand  in  the  Direction 
of  foreign  Affairs,  and  that  Lord  5^— nv—dy 
and  Count  J5— *,  after  the  Death  of  Earl 
Stanhope  and  the  Earl  of  Sunderland^  pro- 
jected and  condu&ed  all  Tranfaddons  of  that 
Nature  j  but  as  this  has  never  been  proved 
on  that  Side,  nor  allowed  on  the  other,  I 
think  it  deferves  no  farther  Notice* 

c  We  had  fcarce  Time  to  congratulate  our- 
felves  on  the  happy  Situation  of  Affairs,  in 
1724,  before  the  whole  Scene  was  again 
embroiled.  The  chief  Point  in  difpute  at 
that  Time  was,  to  what  Caufes  fo  fudden 
and  fo  unaccountable  a  Conjunction  was 
really  owing.  The  Court-Writers,  as  well 
as  their  Patrons,  imputed  it,  in   the  moft 

per- 


Concha  of  the  lat*  Adflufiftratgps,  Zfc.  1741. 
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peremptory  Manner,  to  the  dangerous  De- 
figns  of  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid, 
againft  the  Liberties  of  Europe  in  general, 
as  well  as  the  moil  valuable  Inter*  (h  of 
Great~Britain  in  particular.  The  Writers 
on  the  other  Side  feemed  to  look  upon  it 
only  as  a  Dcfenfive  Treaty  between  two 
Nations,  whofe  Intereft  it  was  to  ally  them- 
felves  to  each  other  at  that  particular  Jun- 
cture. 

It  was  indubitably  proved  that  the  Pro- 
fpedt  of  the  Infanta's  being  fent  back  from 
France,  after  the  Duke  of  Orleans's  Death, 
induced  the  Court  of  Spain  to  begin  a  Ne- 
gotiation with  the  Emperor ;  and  that  her 
being  fent  back,  with  our  Refufal  of  the 
fole  Mediation  (at  Cambray)  determined 
his  Catholick  Majefty  to  put  a.  finifhing 
Hand  to  that  Treaty.  To  this  it  was  added, 
that  our  Refufal  to  reftore  Gibraltar  to  the 
Spaniards,  in  Purfuance  of  a  Promife,  as 
they  pretended,  founded  on  a  Letter  from 
his  late  Majefty  to  die  King  of  Spain,  might 
be  another  Motive  to  fuch  a  Refutation  at 
the  Court  of  Madrid. 


Dd3   ^g?27        B*     -^ 
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But  whatever  might  be  the  true  Grout 

of  this  fudden  Revolution  of  Counfels  s 
Difpolitiohs  in  the  two  Courts  ;  it  is  c 
tain,  that  the  Treaty  of  Vienna,  and 
Meafures taken  in  Opposition  to  it,  laid 
1-'ol: iul.ii ion  of  that  long  Series  of  Negol 
tions,  Conventions,  and  Projects  of  / 
commodation,  which  engrofs'd  all  our  i 
tention  for  feveral  Years  together. 

Now,  if  the  Treaty  of  Vienna  contaii 
nothing  but  an  Accommodation  of  Dir 
rences  between  the  two  Courts,  with  I 
ufual  Stipulations  of  Peace,  Commcr 
and  mutual  Defence,  (as  the  contract 
Parties  declared)  we  had  no  Occaiton 
take  fuch  an  Alarm,  or  tb  be  in  fuch 
Hurry  of  putting  ourfelves  in  a  Pofturt 
Defence.  We  ought  rather  to  have 
joiced  that  thefe  Powers  had  fouad  oi 
Method  of  adjufting  their  own  Different 
after  we  had  attempted  it  in  vain  i  & 
nothing  elfe  was  wanting  at  that  Ti 
as  we  have  been  often  told,  to  cc 
pleat  the  general  Repofe  and  Tranqui 
ty  of  Europe.  Nay,  it  would  certainly  h 
been  our  Interest,  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  to 
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cede  to  that  Treaty,  as  we  were  invited  tp 
do,  inftead  of  entertaining  fijch  terrible 
Apprehenfions  from  it,  and  taking  &ch  ex- 
iraojrd.inary  Meafiires  to  defeat  it. 

But  it  muft  be  opnfefs'd,  at  the  £rae 
Time,  that  if  the  Allies  of  Vienna  had  really 
coter'd  into  any  fuch  dangerous  Engagements 
as  our  Politicians  apprehended,  and  thek 
Advocates  pofitively  afferted,  it  was  cei> 
tainly  their  Duty  to  oppofe  them  with  the 
utnxoft  Vigour, 

For  this  ReafoA,  the  Author  of  a  fa- 
mous Pamphlet,  call'd  Tie  Enquiry,  made 
jt  his  chief  Bufinefs  to  prove,  that  there  was 
a  fecret,  offenfive  Treaty  between  the  Courts 
of  Vienna  and  Madrid,  befides  thofe  pub- 
lic ones  of  Peace  aod  Commerce,  which 
they  had  communicated  to  the  World, 
Nay,  he  pretended  to  he  fo  well  informed 
of  this  Fad,  that  he  gave  us  the  particular 
Articles  of  it;  viz.  "  i.  That  the  £rape«» 
<c  ror  was  to  afftft  Spain,  in  obtaining  Gi» 
brajtar  by  Force.  2.  That  Spain  was  t& 
fcpport  the  Emperor,  in  his  new  Efta* 
blifhment  of  the  Ofiend  Company  $  for 
both  which  Purpofes,  as  he  told  us,  the 
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"  put  their  other  Proj< 
Thefe  were  Points,  whi 
fedted  Great-Britain^  in 
terns. 

But  when  all  this  p 
convincing  Evidence,  a 
tainry  upon  which  they 
ed  to  be  founded  only 
fomething  more  than  Su 
Appearances;  or,  at  be 
Evidence  (as  a  Writer  a 
up)  confifted  in  nothing  1 
bles,  Rjfperda's  Chit-I 
what  one  great  Man  wri 
another  great  Man  &i 
Shins  oomimr  to  Stain.  V 
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more  authentically  proved ;  efpecially,  fince 
his  Imperial  Majefty  thought  fit  to  difown 
by  his  Minifter  here,  in  the  moft  folemn 
Manner,  which  he  had  no  Occafion  to  do, 
if  he  was  really  grown  fo  inveterate  again  ft 
his  Britannick  Majefty,  as  the  Court-Wri- 
ters reprefented  him. 

HerGstfr^HVfajefty  likewife  purged  herfelf 
from  the  fame  Charge,  by  a  folemn  Decla- 
ration that  (he  had  never  enter'd  into  any  En- 
gagements with  the  Pretender  againft  his 
Britannick  Majefty;  and  that  (he  look'd 
upon  all  fuch  Reports  as  meer  Calumnies 
fpread  abroad  by  the  Englijh  Minifters,  in 
order  to  juftify  their  Meafures  at  home,  and 
prejudice  foreign  Court?  againft  her. 

The  Gentlemen  on  the  Country  Side  were 
therefore  juftify'd,  as  far  as  Events  could 
juftify  them,  in  their  Backwardnefs  to  be- 
lieve any  fuch  Defign;  for  from  that  Time 
to  this  there  hath  not  been  any  Attempt, 
nor  any  Appearance  of  an  Attempt,  in  Fa- 
vour of  the  Pretender :  However,  thefe  Alarms 
had  fuch  an  EfFedt,  at  that  Time,  on  the 
Minds  of  fome  Men,  that  inftead  of  ad- 
vifing  his  Majefty  to  acceda  to  the  Vienna 

Treaty,     jj 
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keep  a  Body  of  12,000  Men"  in  Readiftefi 
for  his  Service,  upon  certain  Conditions, 
which  do  not  fully  appear  in  the  public 
Convention,  nor  any  where  elfe :  But  it  is 
well  known  that  thefe  Troops  coft  the  Bri- 
tijh  Nation  almoft  a  Million  and  an  half 
Sterling,  without  doing  us  the  lcaft  Service 
during  the  whole  Time  they  continued  in 
our  Piy. 

Amongft  all  thefe  Allies  and  Auxiliaries, 
I  muft  not  forget  his  ferene  Highnefs  the 
Duke  of  Wolfenbtatle,  who  brought  up  the 

■ 

Rear  of  this  formidable  Confederacy,  and 
not  only  engaged  to  guaranty  all  his  Ma* 
jefty's  Dominions  in  Great-Britain,  Ireland 
and  Germany,  but  likewife  to  furniih  a 
Body  of  5000  Men  (not  to  be  moved  out 
of  Germany  or  Holland)  for  fo  fmall  a  Sum 
as  Twenty-five  Thoufand  Pounds  per  Am. 
during  the  Space  of  four  Years  5  which 
amounted,  for  the  whole  Term,  to  no  more 
than  One  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds, 

As  the  Treaty  of  Hanover  was  conceited 
with  a  profefs'd  Defign  to  defeat  the  dan- 
gerous Projects  of  the  Vienna  Allies,  it  was 
evident  at  firft  Sight  that  fuch  Meafures 

would 
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would  be  taken,  as  muft  neceflarily  create 
feme  farther  Mifunderftandings,  if  not  an. 
abfolute  Rupture,  between  the  different 
Parties  in  the  two  Alliances.  How  far  this 
was  our  Cafe  .with  relation  to  the  Spa- 
niards, or  how  far  the  Spaniards,  at  lead, 
might  reafon  in  fuch  a  Manner,  will  foon 
appear,  in  due  Place,  by  the  Event. 

The  Conclufion  of  this  Treaty  was  im- 
mediately follow'd  with  a  confiderable  Aug- 
mentation of  our  Land-Forces  at  home, 
betides  the  1-2,000  Hejfians,  and  other  fo- 
reign Troops  retain'd  in  our  Pay«  At  the 
fame  Time,  three  large  Squadrons  of  Ships 
of  War  were  fitted  out  at  a  vaft  Expence, 
and  difpatch'd  with  all  poffible  Expedition 
to  different  Parts  of  the  World ;  one  to  the 
Baltic,  another  to  the  Coaft  of  Spain,  and 
a  third  to  the  Weft-Jndies. 

The  firft  of  thefe  produced  little  more 
Effect  than  procuring  the  Acceflion  of  Swe- 
den, at  a  very  great  Expence  to  this  Nation ; 
but  the  other  two  were  attended  with  Con- 
fequences  fo  well  known,  that  they  hardly 
require  any  Comment.  The  Inftruftions 
to  our  Admirals  were  certainly  as  moderate 
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vera!  Ships  were  fuflfer*d  to  pafi  by  the  feme 
Squadron,  even  tinder  the  Stern  of  our 
Admiral,  with  Stores,  Provifions  and  other 
Neceflaries  for  thelJfe  of  the  Spanijh  Camp, 
Which  was  then  in  Sight  of  Gibraltar,  and 
preparing  to  befiege  it. 

The  Siege  of  that  Place  immediately  en- 
faed ;  and  tho*  we  had  been  often  aflured,' 
both  within-doors  and  without,  that  out 
Allies  would  make  it  Cafus  Faderis,  and 
affift  us  in  the  Defence  of  it,  they  fuffer'd 
the  Siege  to  be  pufh'd  on  with  the  utmoft 
Vigour,  for  feveral  Months,  without  giving 
us  the  leaft  Succour  of  Men,  Money  of 
Ships  j  and  the  Spaniards,  in  Return,  per- 
mitted them  to  carry  on  their  Trade,  both 
in  Europe  and  the  Indies,  without  any  Mo- 
leftation ;  whilft  they  were  continually 
harraffing  us,  both  by  Sea  and  Land :  to 
iky  nothing  farther  of  our  Ships,  which 
were  deftroy'd,  and  our  Seamen,  who  pe- 
tifh'd  by  Thousands  in  the  Service  of  theif 
Country.  Perhaps  our  Allies  might  judge 
the  Blockade  of  PortthBelh  to  be  an  Ad  of 
'Hoitillty,  as  well  as  the  Spaniards,  and 
confequentty  not  think  themfelves  obliged 

to 
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to  fupport  the  aggreffing  Party,  by  Virtue 
pf  a  defenfive  Alliance,  But  whatever 
might  be  the  Rcafons  of  their  Conduit,  it 
is  certain  that  they  took  no  Part  in  our 
Quarrels  with  Spain,  nor  fo  much  as  moved 
one  Man  to  our  Afliftance.  Nay,  even  we 
contented  ourfelves  with  the  bare  Defence  of 
Gibraltar,  fo  loudly  demanded  by  the 
Voice  of  the  Nation,  without  endeavouring 
to  divert  them  from  the  Siege,  by  bom- 
barding any  of  their  Ports,    or    ravaging 

their  Coafts  :   for  as  foon  as  the  Treaties 

« 

were  made,  the  Acceffions  procured,  and 
the  Army  provided,  at  the  Expence  of 
Britain,  which  were  neceflary  for  defend- 
ing Lower  Saxony  y  we  feemed  to  have  no 
more  to  do  in  the  War. 

At  length,  Preliminaries  for  a  general  Paci- 
fication were  agreed  upon ;  by  which  a  defla- 
tion of  Hoftilities,  on  both  Sides,  was  fti- 
pulated  for  feven  Years  ;  and  that  within 
four  Months  after  figning  this  Convention, 
a  Congrefs  fhould  be  formed,  in  which  all 
the  Rights  and  Pretentions  of  the  contracting 
Powers  fhould  be  examined,  difcuffedand  do- 
termincd.     But  as  foon  as  the  Articles  were 

produced 
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produced  in  Public,  it  was  immediately 
forefeen,  on  one  Side,  that  the  dark  and 
ambiguous  Manner  of  wording  them  would 
give  Occafion  to  many  Cavils  and  Di£* 
putes. 

./Accordingly,  the  Preliminaries  were  no 
iboner  fign'd,  than  new  Difputes  began  to 
be  ftarted  about  the  Meaning  of  them,  and 
fuch  Interpretations  to  be  put  upon  the 
Words  of  thefe  Articles,  as  utterly  deftroy- 
ed  the  real  Intent  and  Defign  of  them. 
The  Spaniards  infilled  that  a  meer  Ceflation 
of  Hoftilities*  as  ftipulated  by  the  Prelimi- 
naries, did  not  imply  an  actual  Railing  of 
the  Siege ;  and  thgt  the  Reftitution  of  the 
Ship  Prince  Frederic^  with  her  Cargo,  was 
not  mentioned  or  included  in  them.  Be- 
fides  this,  the  Court  of  Spain  demanded  an 
Indtdto  of  20  per  Cent,  on  the  Effects  of 
private  Perfons,  embark'd  in  the  Flotilla. 

Thefe  Points  having  been  warmly  liti- 
gated by  the  different  Parties,  for  eight  or 
nine  Months,  they  were  adjufted  by  ano- 
ther Convention,  negotiated  by  the  Count 
de  Rothembergy  Minifter  of  France,  and 
fign'd  at  the  Pardo  the  6th  oi  March  1728. 

E  e  This 
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fcnt  to  the  We/l-Indies,  in  Purfuancc  of  this 

Convention.  Thefe  frefh  Difficulties  took 
up  fome  Time  longer  j  but  were  likewife 
gOt  over  by  the  Count  de  Rotbemberg  and 
Mr.  Vender metr%  who  managed  all  our 
Affiurs  at  the  Court  of  Spain  $  and  the  Con* 
grefi  was  opened  at  Safins  on  the  14th  Of 
Jam  X728. 

But  the  Plenipotentiaries  did  little  more 
than  aflemblc  in  Form,  and  produce  their 
Credentials  $  after  which,  having  {pent  five 
or  fix  Month*  in  Ceremonies  and  Diver- 
lions,  they  broke  up  and  feparated,  without 
adjufting  any  one  material  Point  in  Difc 
pute. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  a  certain  Plan  of 
Accommodation,  Called  a  Provifional  Treaty, 
was  framed  by  die  Minifters  of  the  Hanover 
Allies,  during  this  Aflembly,  and  fent  to  the  re- 
fpe&ive  Courts  for  their  Approbation ;  but -as 
this  Draught  of  a  Treaty  was  neither  relifhed 
at  home,  not  accepted  abroad,  it  does  not 
deftrve  much  Notice.  I  Hull  only  <obferve 
in  general,  that  it  was  little  more  than  the 
Preliminaries  new  modelled,  and  digefted 
into  the  Form  of  a  Treaty,  wstasox.  *x*i 

Eel  l^«S&fc 
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fpecific  Explanation  of  thofe  Points  whidi 
moft  immediately  affe&ed  the  Interefl 
of  Great-Britain. 

It  will  be  found,  perhaps,  that  this  Pro 
je6t  ferved  fome  anniverfary  Purpofes,  fo 

•  which  it  feemM  chiefly  to  be  calculated : 
but  as  foon  as  thofe  Ends  were  anfwer*d: 
we  heard  no  more  of  it.  The  Profpeft 
of  an  !  Accommodation    immediately     va- 

•  nifhed,  and  Affairs  feem'd  to  be  once  more 
tending  to  a  Rupture.  Military  Prepara- 
tions were  refumed  in  all  Parts  of  Europe, 

•  and  particularly   in  England,  which  is  fd- 

•  dom  behind* hand,  upon  fuch  Occafions, 
A  powerful  Fleet  was  fitted  out  with  the 

'  utmoft  Expedition,  and  made  a  gallant 
Appearance  at  Spitbead,  under  the  Com- 
mand of  Sir  Charles  Wager.     It  was  there 

•  join'd  by  a  Squadron  of  Dutch  Ships  of 
War,  and  feem'd  to  portend  fome  Enter- 
prize  of  great  Importance ;  but  it  afterwards 
appear'd,  that  the  Dutch  Squadron  was 
neither  vi&ualled,  nor  otherwife  provided, 
for  any  Expedition ;  and  the  Admiral  him* 

■  fclf  declared,  that  he  had  no  Orders  to  at- 

•  tend  the  -Bag HJb  Fleet  any  farther.    Hav- 

ing 
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mg  therefore  kept  us  Company  for  fome 
Months,  and  participated  in  our  naval  Di- 
versions, theyfail'd  back  to  Holland,  and 
our  own  Ships  foon  return'd  to  theft-  re- 
fpeftive  Harbours. 

We  were  told,  indeed,  that  this  Provifional 
Fleet,  as  it  was  then  call'd,  ftruck  fuch  a 
Terror  into  the  Hearts  of  our  Enemies,'  that 
we  foon  <c  heard  of  their  making  Advances, 
coming  into  Conceflions,  abating  in  their 
Demands,  removing  Obftacles,  giving 
agreeable  Affurances,  and  doing  the  ut- 
moft  could  be  expedted  to  (hew  their 
<c  Inclination  to  renew  the  ancient  Amity 
"  fubfifting  between  the  two  Crowns." 
Nay,  it  was  ftrongly  infinuated,  that  the 
Prefervation  of  Jamaica  as  well  as  our 
own  Coafts  from  an  Invafion,  the  Sove- 
reignty of  the  Seas,  and  Freedom  of  our 
Commerce,  and  even  the  Security  of  our 
prefent  Eftablifliment,  were  owing  to  this 
formidable  Armada,  which  frighten  d  our 
Enemies  out  of  their  Defigns,  and  at  laft 
produced  the  glorious  Treaty  of  SeviM\ 
fign'd  the  9th  of  November,  1729. 

E  e  3  It 
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|t  cannot  be  thought  wonderful  that  the 
Court  Writers  and  their  Patron,  who 
triumph'd  fo  much  the  Year  before  on  the 
tneer  Prqjeft  or  Draught  of  a  Treaty, 
fhould  difcover  the  fame  Spirit  of  Exults 
tion  upon  procuring  a  formal  Treaty,  a<Stually 
fign'd;  tho*  there  was  ftill  wanting  the 
Aoceffion  of  one  Power,  whofe  Confcm 
was  moft  neceflary  to  the  putting  it  in  Exe- 
cution s  for  as  the  Introdu&on  of  6000 
Spanijb  Forces  into  the  ftrong  Places  of 
^ufcany,  Farm*  and  PIaccntia>  inftead  of 
6000  Neutrals  {Updated  by  the  Quadruple 
Alliance,  was  the  Balis  of  the  Seville  Treaty, 
the  Concurrence  of  the  Emperor,  to  whom 
the  Feodality  of  thofe  States  belonged,  was 
certainly  requiiite  to  the  amicable  Execu+ 
tion  of  it }  and  yet  he  was  not  &  much  as 
complimented,  in  the  Treaty,  with  an  Invi- 
tation to  accede,  as  the  Dutch  again  were 
by  an  exprefs  Article. 

It  was  thought  expedient  to  ufber  thi* 
Treaty  into  the  World  with  fome  explana- 
tory Obfervations  *  upon  it ;  wherein  the 

♦  Author 

•  Suppofcd  to  be  written  by  the  Mmifkr  bimicl£ 
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Author  attempts  to  prove,  that  it  would 
anfwer  all  the  purpofed  Defires  »  could  give 
the  Emperor  no  DHguft ;  fecared  our  Right 
to  Gibraltar  and  Minorca  *y  and  would  pro- 
cur*  Reparation  to  our  Merchants :  Neither 
of  which  Affertions  was  juitify'd  by  the 
Event 

Accordingly  the  Writers  on  die  other 
Side  obfarved,  Firft,  that  fuppofing  this 
Alteration  not  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  Inte- 
refta  of  his  Imperial  Majefty,  yet  that  the 
Manner  of  making  it,  without  his  Confent, 
and  by  way  of  Triumph  over  him,  as  a 
great  Fetch  in  Politicks,  would  be  thought 
a  Refl^&ion  upon  his  Honour,  at  leaft,  and 
might  be  attended  with  fatal  Conferences. 

They  likewife  undertook  to  prove,  that 
the  Introduction  of  Sfamjb  Troops  would 
be  really  prejudicial  both  to  the  Emperor 
and  the  Empire,  even  according  to  thp 
Ohftrator's  Method  of  Reasoning}  for  he 
plainly  intimated  that  one  Defign  of  the 
Seville  Treaty  was  to  reftrain  the  Emperor's 
Power  in  Italy  \  and  confequently  it  was 
hh  Intereft  to  defeat  that  Defignx  however 

E  e  4  it 
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■    ■  •       • 

It  might  be  the  Intercft  of  others  to  put  it 
in  Execution. 

This  avow'd  End  of  the  Seville  Treatj 
wis  agn^ivated  by  another,  which  was  like- 
wik.  c.-y'd  up  by  the  minifterial  Writers  a* 
a  Mafter-piece  of  PoKticks ;  I  ihean  th< 
Separation  of  Spain  from  the  Emperor;  and 
thereby  diflblving  the  Vienna  Alliance,  which 
had  been  reprefented  fo  very  advantageous 
to  the  latter.  Did  not  this  affeift  the  Inte- 
refts  of  his  Imperial  Majefty ;  or  could  i\ 
be  reafonably  expe&ed  that  he  would  not 
refent  it  ? 

Nay,  the  Country  Party  went  ftill  farther, 
and  demonflrated  that  the  Variation  from 
Neutral  to  SpaniJhTroops  (without  infifting 
on  the  Affront,  or  having  any  Regard  to 
the  Vienna  Alliance)  was  highly  prejudicial 
both  to  the -Emperor  and  the  Empire :  For 
the  Neutral  Troops,  ftipulated  by  the  Qua- 
druple Alliance,  were  defign'd  not  only  to 
fecure  the  eventual  Succeflion  of  Don  Carlos, 
but  likewife  the  Rights  of  Sovereignty  efta- 
blifli'd  in  the  Emperor  and  Empire  over 
thefc  States,  Now  this  Part  of  the  Condi- 
tion 
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tion  was  intirely  reverfed  by  the  Variation 
in  Difpute. 

To  this  it  was  added  by  the  Writers  on 
the  Country  Side,  that  his  Imperial  Majefty 
appear 'd  very  plainly  to  look  upon  the  In- 
troduction of  Spanijh  Troops  in  this  Light, 
by  refilling  to  confent  to  it,  whilft  he  was 
under  fo  beneficial  an  Alliance  with  Spain, 
and  even  fuffering  himfelf  to  be  difunited 
from  that  Crown  rather  than  comply.  His 
Reafon  for  this  was  very  obvious ;  fince  if 
the  Court  of  Spain  had  no  other  Defign 
than  to  fecure  the  Dutchies  of  T'ufcany  and 
Parma  for  Don  Carlos,  according  to  the 
Quadruple  Alliance,  it  is  certain  that  Neutral 
Troops  would  have  been  effectual  for  that 
Purpofe  5  nay,  more  efFe&ual  than  Spanijh 
Troops. 

They  obfervcd  farther,  that  the  Spaniards 
were  fo  far  from  having  renounced  their 
Pretentions  to  Gibraltar,  or  recognized  our 
,  Right  to  the  Poffeflion  of  it,  that  it  is  not 
fo  much  as  mentioned  through  the  whole 
Treaty ;  and  it  was  afterwards  confefs'd  by 
the  honourable  Gentleman  then  in  the 
higheft  Station,  Hat  if  we  bad  offer' d  to 
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the  Introduction  of  Spamjb  Troops  into 
Tujcany  and  Parma  is  a  manifeft  Viola- 
tion of  the  fifth  Article  of  the  Quadru- 

40  pie  Alliance,  tends  to  involve  the  Nation 
u  ia  t  dangerous  and  expenfive  War,  and 

to  deftroy  the  Balance  of  Power  in  Eu- 

rope. 

4C  J^  Debate,  the  ^ejlion  was  put  upon 

the  find  Motion,  and  it  was  re/ohed  in  the 

Negative. 

Moved  to  rdblvc,  "  That  our  Bight  of 

41  Sovereignty,  Dominion,  Pofleflion  and 
<c  Propriety  to  Gibraltar \  and  the  Mand  of 
"  Minorca,  is  not  afcertain'd  by  the  Treaty 
cc  of  Seville,  fa  as  to  extinguish  the  Claims 
"  and  Pretentions  fet  up  by  the  Spaniards^ 
"  which  were  fbllow'd  by  ao  a&ual  Siege* 
<c  finee  die  Geffion  of  thole  valuable  Places 

by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht. 

Jfier  Debate,  the  Styeftion  was  put 
thereon,  and  rejohed  in  the  Negative. 
Moved  to  refolve,  "  That  the  Stipula- 
tions in  the  Treaty  of  Seville y  for  repair-* 
ing  the  Lofles  of  our  Merchants,  are  in-* 
u  Sufficient  and  precarious. 

«  After 
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"  After  Dilute,  tie  Smjticn  vm  ftt 
"  thereupon,  md  it  mm  rtfihed-  im  til  Nr 
"  gatroe. 

Then  it  was  propofed  by  feme  oAer 
Lords,  to  rdblve,  <rrbat the  Treaty  of  Peace^ 
"  Union  and  FriebrHMp,  concluded  at  Sf' 
"  in£*the9thofNnimAfrlaft,dcthcontein 
"  all  neceflary  Siip»i%»iMM  for  maintaining 
"  and  fecuring  rhtf?$ioaoor,  Dignity, 
"Rights,  and  PofifBom  of  the  Gown; 
"  and  that  all  doe  Care  it  taken  therein  for 
"  the  Support  of  the  Trade'  of  the-King- 
"  dom,  and  for  repairing  the  Loflcs  fuffcred 
"  by  the  Merchant!. 

"  After  Delate,  the  SgtJBm-  vm  fut 
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the  ftrdngeft  Terms,  as  a  downright  In** 
fraction  of  Treaties,  derogatory  to  -  his  Ho- 
nour, and  injurious  to  his  Interefts  as  Well 
as  the  Rights  of  the  Empire. 

Nor  did  the  Court  of  Vienna  content 
themfelves,  like  fome  other  Politicians,  with 
fhewing  their  Refentments  in  Words  and 
Appearances  only ;  but  a&ually  pour'd  a 
large  Army  into  Italy,  with  Orders  to  oppofe 
the  Execution  of  the  Treaty,  and  found 
Means  to  maintain  them  there  all  the  fol- 
lowing Summer,  notwithftanding  the  Sug- 
geftions  of  the  Court-Party,  and  the  wife 
Precautions  we  took,  by  an  *  A&.  of  Par- 
liament, to  prevent  the  Subjects  of  this 
Kingdom  from  lending  him  any  Money, 

When  the  Allies  of  Seville  found  the 
Emperor  in  earned,  and  fully  determined 
to  ftand  upon  his  Defence,  they  began  to 
halt  and  beat  a  Parley.  The  Cabinets  of 
Europe  were  again  employed  in  framing 
Expedients ;  Couriers  were  continually  pafs* 
ing  from  Court  to  Court  *  and  the  publick 

Prints 
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tain,  in  which  the  States-General ^  were  like- 
wife  included ;  but  neither  France  nor  Spain 
were  fo  much  as  mentioned  in  it;  which 
feem'd  to  be  ibmewhat  extraordinary,  as  to 
the  latter,  at  lead,  fince  the  Introduction 
of  Spanijh  Garrifons  into  Italy,  with  thft» 
Emperor's  Confent,  made  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal Stipulations  of  this  new  Treaty  ;  nay, 
what  is  (till  more  furprifing,  it  was  with 
extreme  Difficulty  that  they  were  brought 
into  it  at  laft,  and  even  then  not  without 
infifting  on  feveral  Alterations  in  the  Ad 
of  Approbation  \  one  of  which  was,  that 
the  Introduction  of  Don  Carlos  with  6000 
Spanijh  Troops  into  Italy  fhould  be  effec- 
tuated previoufly  to  the  Execution  of  any 
Engagements  on  their  Part,  however  they 
might  ftand  prior  in  the  Treaty  of  Seville  j 
which,  by  the  way,  was  concluded  above 
a  Year  and  *n  half  before.     The  Dutch 
were  ftill  more  backward  in  their  Acccf- 
fion,  and  did  not  accede  at  laft  without  fome 
wife  Reftriakms.     As  for  the  Court  of 
France,  they  were  fo  far  from  ltftening  to 
any  Solicitations  on  this  Head,  that  they 
exerted  their  atmoft  Endeavours  to  prevent      . 

the   M 
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pur  Admiral,  upon  his  Arrival  at  Cadiz, 

and  the  fame  Honours  having  been  after- 
wards paid  him  at  the  Court  of  Seville,  his 
Catholick  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  difchargc 
him  from  the  Trouble  of  taking  Don  Car- 
los under  .his  Care,  and  required  no  more 
at  his  Hands  .than  to  convoy  the  Spanijb 
Troops  to  Italy >  in.  Conjunction  with  his 
own  Admiral.  ,  The  combined  Fleet  ac- 
cordingly  fet  fail  from  Barcelona  in  Oftober 
1731,  and  arrived  at: Leghorn  the  26th  of 
that  Month. 

As  foon  as  the  Court  of  Spain  received 
Intelligence  that  their  Forces  were  fafely 
.landed,   and  that  every  thing  relating  to 
.the  Introduction  of  Spamjb  Garrifons  in 
Tufcany   was  finiihed,    the  young  Prince 
was  fent  after  them  by  Land,    as  far  as 
Jntibesi  for  they  chofe  to  let  him  travel 
thro9  France,  rather   than  accept  of  thofe 
magnificent  Accommodations,    which  had 
been  provided  for  him  and  his  Retinue  on 
board  bur  Squadron,  at  fo  great  an  Ex- 
pence.     His  Highnefs  arrived  at  Leghorn 
the  27th  of  Dec.  following,  and  was  re- 
ceived there  with  all  poflible  Marks  of  Joy 

Ff  «A> 
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andRefpecY;  efpeciallyby  the  RngKJh  Fac- 
tory, who  eredted  a  tritiinpha!  Arch  in  ho- 
nour of  the  Day. , 

Don  Corks  being  thus  eftabKfhed  m  his 
new  Dominions,  to  die  Satisfaction  of  their 
Catbolick  Majcfties,  and  at  our  Expence, 
the  minifterial  Writers  began  to  raife  their 
Crefts  again,  and  promifed  all  that  our 
Hearts  could  wi&H  from  the  Court  of  Spain, 
in  Return  for  fuch  high  Obligations.— 
But  before  I  proceed  to  the  Effects  of  theie 
Tranfactions,  I  muft  make  a  few  Remarks 
on  another  Article  of  die  Viama  Treaty. 

For  as  the  Emperor  confented  to  this  In- 
troduction of  Sfani/h  Garrifons  into  lufcany 
and  Parma,  which  he  fectn'd  fo  reibluteh/ 
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It  tnuft  be  confcfrd  that  this  Treaty  ^of 
Viitma  prevented  an  immediate  War,  and 
ierved  to  keep  Things  together  for  feme  Time 
hut  was  far  from  eftablifhing  a  firm  and 
kiting  Peace  y  for,  to  fpeak  in  the  Jbfteft 
Terms,  a  remarkable  Coldnefc  enfiied  be* 
tween  us  and.  France^  and  the  Preparations 
in  the  Ports  of  Spain  for  equipping  anof 
ther  Armament,  the  very  next  Spring, 
fcem'd  to  give*  our  Miniftew  fuch  an  Alarm* 
that  a  Fleet  was  fitted  out  here  likewife  in 
a  great  Hurry,  and  rendezvous'd  at  the 
NoreT  where  it  continued  for  fome  Time,. 
under  the  Command  of  Sir  George  Walton* 
This  fecm'd  to  intimate,  th^t  our  Court  had 
fbme  Jealoufy  of  the.  Defign  of  the  Spa* 
niarJ$ ;  for  as  ibon  as  certain  Intelligence 
arrived,  that  they  were  landed  near  Om^ 
the  Admiral  was  order'4  to  flxike  his  Flag* 
and  the  Ships  retura'd  to  their  Harbour. 

Thus  by  a  ftwnge  Variety  of  Qbliga* 
tions,  not  only  iocQQ^ftent  with,  but  op- 
posite each  ©th«,  {Obligations,  the  Motives 
q£  wJbuch  we  could  90c  conceive,  and  wbk& 
Can  be  90  othtr  Way  accounted  Jfor  than  bjr 
what  is  advanced  in  the  preceding.  Sc^ou) 

Ff  2  ^fc 
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we  were  made  to  affront,  in  their  Turns, 
all  the  great  Powers  in  Europe  ;  and  not 
only  fo,  but  to  fet  them  at  variance  with 
each  other;  and  at  laft  to  bring  on  the  War^ 
that  enfued  two  Years  after.  And  all  this 
was  done  at  a  prodigious  Expehce,  at  a 
Time  when  the  Nation  was  loaded  with 
Debts  and  Taxes. 

.  Whereas,  if  we  had  undertaken  to  ef- 
fectuate the  Introduction  of  Don  Corks  with 
Spanijh  Garrifons  into  Italy,  at  the  Congrefs 
of  Cambray>  inftead  of  oppofing  it  with  (b 
much  Vigour,  the  Court  of  Spain  would 
have  had  no  Occafion  to  throw  themfelvcs 
into  the  Arms  of  the  Emperor ;  and  if  we 
had  been  hap^y  enough,  at  the  lame  Time, 
to  difcover  that  the  Guaranty  of  the  Prqj- 
maiick  Sanation  was  only  a  Bugbear,  that 
frightened  us  without  any  Reafon,  there  is 
no  Room  to  fuppofe  that  the  Emperor  would 
not  have  comply'd  with  the  Demands  of 
the  Spaniards,  upon  that  Condition,^  readily 
a§  he  did  afterwards.  In  this  Cafe  Great- 
Britain  would  not  only  have  faved  an  in- 
finite Expence,  in  feriding  out  fo  many  flifp 
\gi  Armaments  to  all  Parts  of  the  Wojil," 
*  *  ■•  ••  ;    -  keeping 
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keeping  up  foreign  Armies,  and  paying  fo? „ 
reign  Subfidies,  with  all  their  neceflary  Con- 
comitants at  home;  but  might  likewife 
hive  carried  on  her  Commerce  without  In? 
terruption,  or  fiich  a  continued  Series  of 
Depredations,  as  our  Merchants  have ,  fuf- 
fcr'd  for  many  Years  paft.  Nay,  if  our 
Minifters  had  happened  to  make  all  thefe 
wife  Discoveries  at  the  Congrefs  of  SoiJfonsx 
at  even  when  the  .Treaty  of  Seville  was  in 
Agitation,  we  might  have  avoided  fame  Part 
of  thefe  Expences  and  Calamities. 

This  Dedudion  of  Fads  being  allow'd* 
and  they  cannot  be  difproved,  how  ridicu- 
lous was  it  therefore  to  argue,  that  the  ep- 
fuing  War  in  Europe  was  occafion'd  meerly 
by  the  accidental  Death  of  the  late  King  of 
Poland,  which  no  human  Wifdom  could 
forefee  ?  It  may  be  faid,  indeed,  that  the 
Demife  of  that  Prince  was  the  immediate 
Occafion  of  the  Flames  burfUng  out  -K  bu£ 
the  combuftible  Matter  was  laid  long^befbre, 
and  the  leaft  Spark  was  fufficieojt  to  fet  Fire 
to  the  Train.  The  Vacancy  of  the  Throne 
of  Poland  happened  to  come  firft  in  the 

Ff3  Wayj 
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Way;  but  any  other  Accident  in  Europe 
would  have  had  juft  the  fame  Effe&. 

Bcfides,  it  ought  to  be  confider'd,  that' 
although  the  particular  Year,  Month  or 
Day,  on  which  King  Augufiw  Would  die/ 
could  not  be  forefeen;  yet  it  was  well 
known  that  he  was  above  Threefeore  Years" 
of*  Age,  and  in  a  very  infirm  State  of 
Health.  No  wife  People  therefore  Would 
care  to  pay  for  an  Annuity,  of  Peace  upon 

r 

fiich  a  Life ;  and  we  ought,  at  leaff,  to 
have  been  fecured  agpinft  a  Contingency, 
which  could  not  be  very  far  of£  according 
to  the  ordinary  Coiirfe  of  Nature. 

This  Affair  of  the  Poltjk  Election  has  al- 
ready been  pretty  well  accounted  for,  as  to 
our  Share  in  it ;  as  hath  aHb  Qiir  Conduct 
during  the  War.  Our  Guaranty  of  the 
Pragmatic  Sanation  did  not  induce  us  to  af- 
fiR  our  Ally,,  "whom  we  faw  deprived  of 
thofe  very  Dominions,  Naples  and  'Sicily^ 
to  procure  which  we  had  been  at  the  Ex- 
pence  of  a  Sort  of  War  with  Spain.  When 
the  Emperor'  wis  fufficiently  tumbled,  and 
the  Hoiifc  of  Aujlria  reduced  into  te 

Bounds, 
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BaaAdSi  we,  In  G^fi&fo'wkh  farD'atcB, 
'«fier'd  om-Mediatfon  to  a<xtnmtadfile!&t>- 
tm.  fiat  to  what  Purpofe?  The  AMits  ink 
fiftsd  on  high  Term*,  till  his  Impend  Ma- 
jesty1, **  "^  ictm'd  rather  to  chafe,  threw 
fafardtff  into  the  Haftds  bf  hk  greaieft  Ene^ 
aw,  «Ut  King  of  France,  and  accepted"  d£ 
foch  CbncmBns  as-  be  thought  projper  to  give 
nan.  We  feem'd  mtkety  to  have  16ft  ovft- 
Wdght  in  thk  Amur,  of  which  I  will  onty 
fey,  that  it  looks  as  if  we  were  ftffl  weigh'd 
io  A*  wtdng  Scale*  that  of  Haxbver. 

I  have  how  gpm  through  all  the  material 
foragnT&nfa&JoBS,  except  thofe  with  Spaih 
regarding  Commerce,  that  difttngoifli'd  the 
late  Admimftration.  Upon  a  Review*  of 
diem,  and  remarking  the  great  Number  df 
Treaties  in  that  Period,  may  we  not,  with 
the  Writer  of  the  Craft/man  (fci  anfwer  tto 
the  Gazetteer,  who  charged  all  our  Perptexi- 
net  and  Misfortunes  finoe,  upon  the  Treaty 
of  IXrecbt)  give  the  fbttowrag  Genealogy  * : 
<  The  Treaty  of  Vtrecbt  begot  me  Treaty 

F  f  4  *  of 
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of  1716 ;  and  Ac  Treaty  of  1716  begot 
tbfc  Quadruple  Alliance,  in  1717?  and 
the  Quadruple  Alliance  begot  the  Private 
Treaty  in  1721  j  aqd  the  Private  Treaty 
in  172 1  begot  the  Congrefs  of  Camfrray\ 
and  the  Congrefs  of  Cambray  begot  the 
firft  J7«w*  Treaty,  and  the  brft  Vienna 
Treaty  begot  the  Treaty  of  Hanover,  and 
the  Treaty  of  Hammer  begot  the  Preli- 
minaries, and  the  Preliminaries  begot  the 
Congrefs  of  Soiffonsi  and  the  Congrefs  of 
Soijfons  begot  the  Convention  of  the  Par  do, 
and  the  Convention  of  the  Par  Jo  begofthe 
Provifional  Treaty;  and  the  Provifional 
Treaty  begot  the  Treaty  of  Seville,  and  the 
Treaty  of  Seville  begot  the  fecond  Vienna 
Treaty  5  and  theferond^zmfftf  Treaty  begot 
the  laft  ever-memorable  Convention,  and 
the  laft  Convention  begot  the  War;  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped,  that  when  we  are  quite  ira- 
poverifh'd,  the  War  will  beget  a  Peace, 
according  to  the  Proverb/— -  Thefe  two 
laft  Articles,  the  Convention,  with  the  Ne- 
gotiations previous  to  it,  and  the  Conduit  of 
the  War,  remain  to  be  confider'd. 

SECT. 
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Negotiations  and  TYanfaBions  with  Spain, 
concerning  Trade  and  Navigation,  down 
to  the  Convention  in  1739. 

THE  chief  Points  of  Quarrel,  be? 
tween  Spain  and  us,  were,  their 
calling  in  Queftion  our  Right  to  navigate 
the  American  Seas,  and  the  plundering  of  our 
Merchants,  and  interrupting  our  Commerce, 
upon  a  Title  that  the  Nation,  whatever  the 
Minifter  might,  would  not  allow.  Thajt 
we  may  fet  the  Arguments  on  either  Side 
in  a  fair  Light,  and  ice  how  far  the  late 
great  Man  offer'd,  or  gave  up  our  Claims, 
it  is  proper  to  give  a  Hiftory  of  all  the 
Tran&ftions,  between  the  Courts  of  London 
and  Madrid,  that  regarded  this  Afiair,  be- 
tween the  Year  1721  and  the  laft  Rupture. 
In  the  Year  171 8,  the  Lofles,  which  our 
Merchants  had  till  that  Time  fuftain'd, 
were  (et  forth  by  the  Miniilers,  and  not 

by 


by  themfelves.  It  wu  urged  by  Thofe», 
who  then  oppoK  them,  gat  they  were 
enhanced  and  aggravated,  to  ferve  a  parti- 
cukr  Purpofe.  1ftwOor%8n4  at  thatTime, 
arofc  chiefly,  ifnotfingly,  from  the  Num- 
ber of  Ships  taken  in  the  Bay  of  Camp/achy, 
•which  were  cutting  of  Logwood.  The 
Cauies  of  our  prefent  Complaints,  and  the 
Reafons  on  which  tbey  an  founded,  fiem 
lb  bo  of  later  Bay*  'TOFIftaiy **» 
tttlcw'd  and  tthfrfrfftfitfior  rdffnerTfc- 
tfes,  and  hiJ  latt  M^  cdtenunidBM  n 
to  h»  Paniattdrtt  raflfl  tAtttoraS.  flbm 
Honfts  MMneahwy  <wjplrofifa*tMtolMMh 
the  Renewal  of  aH  r*r;,ftt!atitt  t/  OM- 
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dtf  the  Year  1726$  when  ft  was  the 
pretended  Caufe  of  fending'  out  two 
mighty  Fleets  fbr  their  Prote&tan  ?  the  one 
under  Bit  Jdnt  Jennings,  and  the  other  un- 
der Admiral  Vbfier.  Then,  indeed,  the 
dormant  Sufferings  and  Injuries  of  our  Tra- 
ders Were  founded  to  the  higheft  Pitch,  in 
order to  colour  other  Motives,  as  Tim*  hath 
/bfSciefltly  evinced.  By  what  was  urged  by 
our  Mhiifters,  at  that  Time,  there  aroi 
bluftering  and  high  Words  enough,  back'd 
by  no  one  A&ion,  flaring  no  one  FaA,  nor 
any  one  Affetfort  of  our  particulaY  Rights 
in  Oppontion  to  the  groundkfs  and  unwary" 
rantabfe  Pwtenfions  of  the  Spaniards,  Orf 
the  contrary,  they  anfwered  our  Coat* 
plaints,  and  averted  their  pretended  Right* 
openly  and  avowedly. 

That  Matter-piece  of  Policy,  die  Hawoer 
Alliance,  was  fb  compleady  fuccefsful  as  to 
anfwer  all  the  finds  propofcdby  ft;  Spain 
Was  no  longer  the  unnatural  Ally  of  die  Em- 
peror, but  that  of  Trance-,  and  the  erorbl* 
tant  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Aufiria  was 
reduced  as  low  as  could  then  be  wi/h'd.— 
If  any  Thing  could  fuHy  its  Glory,  it  muffc 

•   »'  be 
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be  the  Methods  that  were  taken  to  inflame 
the  .  Nation  againft  the  Vienna  Treaty ; 
amongft  which,  nothing  was  moreabfurd, 
pr  contrary  to  common  Senfe,  than  the  Pri- 
vileges, which  were  pretended  to  be  grant- 
ed to  the  Emperor's  Subje&s,  by  the  Viemt*t 
Treaty,  beyond  what  we  enjoy'd;  where* 
as  they  only  bad  the  fame  Privileges  granted 
to  them,  which  we  enjoy'd  before,  by  a 
particular  Reference .  made  to  our  own 
Treaties. 

.  If  an  Objedion  (hould  arife,  that  the 
Treaty  of  1670,  which  was  moil  declara- 
tive of  our  Rights,  ceafed  by  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht  1  it  follows,  that  they  ought  to  have 
reinforced  the  old  declarative  Treaty,  or 
repeal'd  that  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Z7- 
trecht  which  took  away  its  Effedh 

The  Aft  of  the  Par  do,  of  the  6th  of 
March \  1728,  was  made  for  the  Execution 
of  the  Preliminaries  between  us  and  Spain, 
fign'd  at  Paris,  May  31ft  1727;  the  3d 
Article  of  which  Preliminaries  is  to  the  fol- 
lowing EfFedt ; "  That  all  Privileges  of  Com- 
"  merce,  which  the  Englijb  and  French 
"  Nations,  and  the  States  of  the  United 

«  Netberlandsx 
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tt  Netherlands*  have  heretofore,  by  Virtu6 
H  of  Treaties,  enjoy'd,  as  well  in  Europe  asf 
u  in  Spain  and  the  Indies,  (hall  be  reftored 
u  to  that  Ufage  and  Regulation,  which 
C(  are  according  to  what  was  ftipulated 
a  with  each  of  them  by  Treaties,  antecc- 
"  dent  to  the  Year  1725." 

Now  by  the  Convention,  thefc  Words, 
Ufage  and  Regulation,  were  rcferved  to  the 
Spaniards  to  cavil  about,  by  making  the 
A&  of  the  Pardo  one  of  thofe  Treaties, 
which  are  enumerated  in  it;  whereas, 
had  they  been  left  Out,  all  our  Treaties 
would  have  been  confirmed,   fimply  and 

* 

plainly.  Thefe  Words  therefore  were,  at 
leaft,  unneceflary,  and  could  only  ferve  to 
furnifh  the  Spaniards  with  an  Handle  to  juf- 
tify  their  After-Proceedings. 

Upon  thefe  Difappointments,  our  Mer- 
chants thought  it  neceflary  to  lay  their 
Complaints  themfelves  before  the  Parliament; 
fince  Experience  had  now  fhew'd  them, 
that  tho'  the  Minifters  occafionally  founded 
their  Grievances  very  high,  they  provided 
for  no  Reftitution,  or  future  Security.  All 
poflible  Endeavours  were  qfed  to  prevent 

this 


thU  Petition  being  brought  into  the  Hoofe 
of  Commons.  Our  Merchants  were  treats 
ed  with  the  utmoft  Scurrility,  by  the  mini- 
fierial  Writers,,  They  were  represented 
every  where  a*  a  Parcel  of  Smugglers,  and 
their  Loflb  as  justifiable  Seizures,  They 
were  brow-beaten,  and  their  Sufferings  de^ 
predated,  in  that  Place,  where  only  they 
Sought  and  could  hope  for  Reckefi,  Not' 
withstanding  all  thefc  Practices,  the  Fores 
of  Truth,  and  its  own  Weight,  made  it 
necefiary  that  the  HouSe  Should  come  ta 
Some  Refolution  upon  it*  It  was  then  re* 
Solved  that,  cc  from  the  Peace  concluded  at 
c<  Utrecht,  in  1713,  to  this.  Time,  the 
"  Briti/h  Trade  and  Navigation,  to  and 
"  from  the  feveral  Colonies  in  America* 

have  been  greatly  interrupted  by  the. 

continual  Depredations  of  the  Spamsrds^ 
"  &}c.  in  mtmifeft  Violation  of  the  Txea~ 
u  ties  fiibfifting  between  the  two  Crowns." 
Is  it  not  ftfange  that  this  Grievance  Should 
have  been  of  fo  long  a  Standing,  and  no- 
thing done  to  remedy  it,  nor  aayJUSiiti** 
tiofi  made  10  all  that  Time? 

13>i* 
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This  humMe  Addrefs  of  Parliament  eirt* 
fcarrafs'd  cur  Negotiators  a  little.  Theft 
Sentiments,  both  at  heme  and  abroad,  were 
wel!  known.  But  yet  fomething  muft  be 
done  in  their  next  Treaty,  whieh  might  be 

■  * 

imagined  to  hate  feme  Correspondence  wkfc 

* 

this  humHe  Advice  to  the  Throne.  Wfe 
were  deftrcd  to  think  that  the  Treaty  of 
Seville,  in  1729,  had  fufficiently  taken  care 
of  our  Merchants.  The  Mlnifter  himfelf, 
who  knows  his  own  Power  of  convincing, 
endeavourVL  to  prove  it,  and  took  fome 
Pains  to  do  it.  In  his  Obfervations  on  the 
Treaty,  in  which  he  was  not  fparingof  his 
own  Commendations,  nor  in  abnfing  thofe 
who  oppofed  hfrri,  lie  faid  that,  "  by  the 
4C  Arttefcs  of  this  Treaty,  our  Merchants 
<c  are  intWed  to  RefHtution  of  all  Ships  and 
'*  Efiefls  that  have  been  at  any  Time  taken 
u  from  them, "  contrary  to  the  Treaty  of 
41  tkrecbe."  This,  which  every  bodjr 
might  have  expeded  to  fee  in  one  clear 
Article-,,  was  spread  •  into  the  firft,  fecond, 
fifth  and  forth  Articles  of  the  Treaty,  and 
the  firft  feparate  Article,  -according  to  his 
-  -•    *  own 
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own  Interpretation  of  them,  which  he 
thinks  a  fufficicnt  Provifion.  But  was  k 
ever  thought  that  we  fhould  want  fuch  a 
Number  of  Articles  for  this  Purpofe,  which 
ferve  rather  to  blind  than  clear  up  any 
thing?  Time  hath  (hewn  us  that  thofc, 
who  could  not  be  convinced  by  him,  were 
right  in  their  Apprehenfions  that  this  Trea- 
ty could  not,  or  would  not,  obtain  any 
Reparation  to  our  injured  Merchants,  who 
were  only  tantalized  in  this  Manner,  that 
their  Complaints  might  be  kid  afleep  for  a 
Time. 

The  next  Year,  our  Merchants,  petition'd 
the  Parliament  again,  upon  the  fame 
Subjedt.  For  this  they  likewife  underwent 
the  fame  fcurrilous  Abufes  from  the  mini- 

flerial  Writers,  as  they  had  before.    But 

» 

the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  their  Addnefs  to 
the  Throne,  upon  this  Occafion,  went  a 
little  higher  than  in  their  laft ;  for  they  de- 
fired  his  Majefly,  c<  to  continue  his  Endear 
"  vours  to  prevent  the  Depredations  of 
"  the  Spaniards,  for  the  future ;  to  pro- 
"  cure  full  Satisfaction  for  the  Damages  al- 

"  ready 
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*  ready  fuftalhed ;  and  to  feeure  to  tire 
M  BritiJB  Sobjeaslrie  roll  afcd  tMunterrupf- 
"  ed  Exercife '  of  their  Trade  and  Navigai- 
•*.  don  to- 4M>  from- the  Britffh  Colonies  in 
*'  Hhierkn!*  •  All,  that  had  been  hitherto 
done,  deferv'd  no-Commendation,  at  leaft; 
fifice  it  produced  no  Efftd,  as  appears  bv 
l&s  AdrJrekttfcfr. 

Our  Merchant?,  not  beirig  to  be  jMtid  by 

«  ■     ■       ■  * 

Words  alone*  though  perhaps  fofteri'd  arid 
iilenced  for  a  Time,  feeing  their  Hardfhips 
continuing;  the  Complaints  followed  them'; 

•    *  >  ■ 

whkh  made  it  neceffiry  to  fend  more  vi- 
gorous Orders,  fbr  their  Protedfion,  to  the 
<Jommanders  of  onr  Fleet.'  The  Words 
■were  ftrong  %  for  they\vere  to  make  Re- 
prisals in  itreh  Cafes,  which  they  never  once 

•  ■ 

did.  But  the  ComniiiTarie^ndt  meeting,  as 
wis  ftipukted  in  the  Treaty  of  Sevilk, 
Something  mud  be  obtained  from  Spain  to 
ftop  the  prdSitit  <3attiotttrsi:  and  to  prevent 
our  Men  dt-^Tui being  obliged  to  execute 
theifeneceflary  Orders,  whiehm-the  Ctmftv 
tjuence  might  have  involved  us  in  Hoftilities 
again.  The  mighty  Boon  obtain'd,  and 
which  was  afterwards  communicated  to  the 

.•i:i.TG^-"-  '   Houfe    £ 
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Houfe  of  Commons,  as  a  great  Point*  vras 
firft  a  Schedula  of  the  King  of  Spain  to 
his  Governors  in  Anerica>  "  forbidding  all 
his  Subjects  to  moleft  or  abufe  the  Eng- 
li/by  or  any  of  their  Ships,  that  fhall  fail 
in  thofe  Seas,  as  long  as  they  keep  with- 
in their  proper  Diftances,  and  are  not 
concern'd  in  any  illicit  Trade."——  This 
correfponds  too  well  with  their  Juitification, 
in  the  Year  1726;  that  the  Places,  where 
our  Ships  were  met  and  taken,  was  a  Proof 
of  a  Navigation  forbidden,  by  the  Tenor  of 
Treaties.     The  other,  which  was  of  more 
Importance,  *  "  being  a  Declaration  of  the 
<(   Minifters  of  their  Britanmck  and  Co» 
tholick  Majefties,  by  Virtue  of  their  Or- 
ders.   The  Minifbrs   of  both   Courts 
were  fo  unwilling  to  enter  into  die  real 
Pretences  for  thefe  Captures,  that  they  put 
it  only  upon  the  Foot  of  the  Continuance 
of  Hoftilities,  notwithftanding  the  Arrival 
x>{  his  Catholkk  Majefty's  Orders  at  Car- 
tbagena,    and   the  Signing  of  the  Treaty 

;      ^  Of 
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xSf  Seintte  j  by  Virtue  of  which,  Repara-* 
tion  was  to  be  made  for  all  Hostilities* 

The  Remedy  provided  fot  the  future 
Was  equally  admirable ;  tvhich  runs  thus  r 
"  His  Catholick  Majefty  alio  promifes  and 
<c ,  engages,  by.  this  Declaration,  that  when* 
ever  any  Privateers  ihall  have  Leave  to 
fit  out  to  Sea,  in  order  to  prevent  Con* 
traband  Trade, .  purfuant .  to  the  Laws 
and  Ordinances  of  the  Indies,  which 
have  not  been  derogated  from  by  the 
Treaties*  they  ihall  be  obliged  to  give 
Security,  &t."'  ■  ■  "  That  Privateers 
fhould  give  SecJurity,  wad,  no  Doubt,  a 
new  and  mighty  Point  obtained,  however 
ridiculous  it  may  appear  to  4pme  Perfons .: 
But  that  an  EngUJh  Minifter  fhould  thus 
authenticate  the  .  Laws  and  Ordinances  of 
the  Indies y  is  very  furprifing  J  fince  he 
could  not  help  knowing  that  they  clafhed 
with  our  Treaties,  and  that  it  was  on  them 
the  Injuries  of  our  Merchants  were  found- 
ed :  For  thofe  LaWs  and  Ordinances  only 
haw  made  our  Ships  liable  to  Confifcation, 
for  .having  Logwood,  Cocoa, Nuts,:  and. 
Pjieces  of  Eight  on  board;  and*  perhaps, 
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hato  defepbed  the  Coorie  an  EmgUjb  Vd 

fel   is   to   ftccr  in }   all  which  is  direft! 

contrary  to  Treaties,  and  for  the  Sake  \ 

which  alone  the  Privateers  are  fitted  Out 

Thefe   Things  being  obtained,    Ordc 

were  immediately  difpatch'd  to  the  Jtkj 

Indies  with  them,  for  fufpending  the  fb 

mer  Orders  for    Reprifals $   which  we 

likewife  renew'd  again,   upon    the  Coi 

tmuance  of  the  Captures,  and  the  Co/m\ 

tion  that  what  we  had  fo  lately  boafted  < 

was  not  obtained.     The  Merchants  and  tl 

Nation  were  aniufed,  m  this  Manner,   tS 

at  length  the   Commitiaries  met,  m  tl 

Beginning  of  the  Year   1732,  and  gre 

was  the.  Expedition  from  them  ;   whic 

fufpended  the  Clamours  for  fbtne  Time,  c 

the  Account  of  our  Loflcs. 

But  to  baffle  thefe  Hopes,  we  had  tl 
Mortifiration  to  find  that  the  £rft  Aflfei 
which  occur'd  after  the  Opening  of  the 
Cbmmiffion,  was  a  Demand  made  fy  tl 
Sjpamjh  Commiflarics,  that  there  fhould  1 
immediately,  paid  by  ri^t  SoutthSnr  Can 
pany  the  Kill  Duties  for  Nerves,  amouo 
icg^  tto%pjvx*7.  ferAnrtm,  tebtractan 

ftoi 
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•Jrom  the  Pacification.    They:  toftfted  upon 

;«  dire<a  Compliance  With   this.  Demand, 

and  declared;,  that  otherwise  they  coidd  not 

proceed  to  the  PUcuffion   of  any  other 

Point.  .•'•.. 

..  Now,  it  wa»;  weU  known  to  them,  and 
prorcd  by  our  Gommiflariea,  that  for  near 
three  Yean  of  the  Interval,  fof  which  they 
dea&nded  .  thefe  Duties,  they  had  de- 
prived the  Company  of  their  Trade,  arid 
had  prohibited  their  Veflck  from  entering 
Sjwrijh  Ports. 

With  fuch  an  happy  Augury  did  this 
Ctommiffion  opdn,  by  a  Demand  made  for 
Duties,  at  a  Time  when  no  Trade  was  per- 
mitted. The  Foundation  of  this  Claim 
too  was  very  t&markabte,  as  k  ataoumed 
to  this,  thfct  Spain  infifted  on  the  Duties 
from  a  certaifa  paft  Period,  not  bocaufe  fhe 
h*d  at  that  Time  open'd  the  Trade,  but 
becaufe  fhe  tad  promised  to  do  k,  and  hid 
broken  her  Filth* 

Indeed,  the  Spamjb  Cotnmi&ries  did  at 
lift,  after  a  Month's  Difpute*  confent  to  a- 
bate  of  their  firft  Demands  :  But  what  Aire 
granted  by  way  of  Comprdmife  to  tbctfi, 

Gg  %  on •    £ 
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the  Sjumijb  Offit 
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though  at  the  fin 

full  Duties;  itwa 

Allowance  would 

they  had  thus  over 
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Place  declared,  that  whereas  the  King  theit< 
Mafter  hath  an  ihdifputable  Right,  by  the. 
Gift  of  Pope  Alexander  the  6th,  &c.  to 
the  Property  and  Dominion  of  all  the  Con- 
tinents, Iflands  and  Seas  adjacent,  "  either 
"  already  difcover'd,  or  that.fhall  be  here-. 
14  after  difcover'd,  betweea  the  ArBic  and 
u  Antarctic  Poles,    an  hundred  Leagues. 
Weftward  of  the  Iflands  des  Azores ;  ex- 
ceptingthqfe  Places,  which  havefince,  by 
Agreement  with  his  Catholick  Majefty,. 
been  pofiefi'd  by  other  Princes;    and 
whereas  the  Bmtijb  Nation  have  intro- 
<c  duced  themfelves  into  the  (aid  Dominions, 
"  without  the  Confent  of  his  faid  Catho- 
lick Majefty,  particularly  into  the  Iflands* 
of  New  Providence,    St.  Catharine y  St. 
1  Andrews,  Port-Royal>  &c.    and  withio 
the  Limits  of  Florida $  the  Britijh  Com- 
miflaries  ought  to  agree  that  the  above* 
"  mentioned  Places  be  evacuated,  and  that 
<c  all  others  which  have  been  poflefs'd  in 
V  the  like  Manner,  fhould  be  left  free  and 
" .'  unmolefted ;  or  that  the  Britijh  Nation 
*'  {hall  make  appear,  that  they  are  in  Pof- 

G  g  4  "  feflion 


cc 

CC. 
CC 
CC 
CC 


CC 
CC 


cc 

CC 


A 


(  45*  ) 
"  fcfficn  of  Aem,  by  Virtue  of  ao  Agnfe 
"  mcnt  wkh  his  Catholick  Majcfty." 

And  in  Gonfequincc  of  this  dieir  ptt* 
tended  Dominion  in  tht  American  Sco^thd. 
Epanijb  Commiflaries  at  the  fame  Time  &. 
lifted  that,  m  order  to  avoid  the  HoftiUtie*' 
of  Spain,  ifat  Slips  of  Greti^Britmm  ex  hct 
Colonies,  pafling  thro9  thofe  Seas,  ihali  not 
vary  from  their  proper  Coufft. 

To  enumerate  all  the  AJftoott,  to  which 
we  meanly  fobmitted  from  the  Hands  of 
that  imperious  Nation,  during  the  Conti- 
nuance of  thefe  Conferences,    would  be 
needlefs :   We  (hall  only  obferve,  that  all 
the  Proceedings,  on  their  Side,  were  one 
continued   Infult  on   our  Understandings 
and  an  oflentatious  Contempt  of  our  Power. 
*  If  our  Commiflaries  demanded  the  Pay- 
ment of  Money,  due  from  the  Spamjh  Court 
to  our  Merchants  by  private  Contrad,  which 
had  been  many  Years  refofed  them  fay  the 
Offices   where    they  ought  to  have  been 
paid;  the  Spamjh  Commiflaries  anfwer'd, 
that  the  Payment  in  Queftion  being  the 

proper 
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mom  to  1735, 


f«7) 

proper  Buijndi  of  thofe  Offices,  they  ootid 
not  isrtenneddlc  in  it,  or  take  any  Cognt* 
xsnoc  c£  it.  If  flotation  was.  demanded 
SazMutijb  Ship*  ^legally  taken,  where  Or- 
den  for  Reftttutkm  had  long  been  granted 
by  the  J&pamjk  Court,  but  which  wcrtr 
aevcr  cotnpiy'd  with  by  their  Governor* 
abroad;  we  were  anfwer'd,  that  as  they 
had  difpatch'd  Orders  for  Redraft  ,  they 
would  not  enter  farther  into  the  Difcuffiori 
of  the  Affair.*- ~~If  we  gave  the  moft  au« 
thentick  Proofs  of  our  Vefiels  being  Ule* 
gaily  taken  by  their  Guarda  Cofta's,  they 
told  us  that  they  could  only  be  determin'd 
by  their  own  Condemnations  in  the  Pom 
where  the  Prises  happened  to  be  carry 'd  j 
an  Account  of  which  they  always  promis'd^ 
to  fend  for :  And  yet  fo  little  were  even 
thefe  Account!  to  their  Mind,  though 
drawn  up  for  the  moft  Part  fay  the  very  Pi* 
rates  thtmfelvea,  that  after  near  a  Year's 
Delay,  they  denied  their  having  been  able, 
even  in  all  that  Interval,  to  procure  anyone 
Account  from  their  own  People;  though 
it  was  well  known  that  many  had  been 
tranfmitted  to  them  long  before  that  Time. 

During 


(  «»  ) 


During  this  infolent  Contempt  of  oor 
moft  equitable  Claims,  they  often  deter- 
min'd  their  own  Pretcnfions,  in  their jowd 
Favour,  apA  thereupon  ifibed  their  decMfrc 
Orders,  without  ever  propofing  to  difcufi 
diem  at  a  Conference ;  ^though  they  were 
of  fuch  a  Nature  as,.  iby  ithe  Treaty  oi 
Seville, .  were  exprefly  referr'd  to  the  Ex- 
amination of  Commiflaries,  as  disputable 
Points,— WHcn  our  Commiflkrics  com- 
plained of  their  peremptory  DeciGon,  ac- 
cording to  their  own  Interefts,  the  very 
Points  which  it  was  the  Bufinefs  of  their 
Conferences  mutually  to  determine;  they 
were  anfwer'd,  that  the  Right  of  the  King 
their  Matter  was  fo  indifputable,  that  all 
Contentions  about  it  would  appear  lean* 
dalous. 

!  In  ihorty  notwithftanding  all  our  repeated 
Advances  and  Submiffions,  our  Commiflaries 
did  not  procure  from  'Spain  the  leaft  Ac- 
knowledgment of  any  of  dur  Claims^  how- 
ever juft  or  unqueftionablq ;  nor  the  leaft 
Reparation  for  any  of  thofe  Robberies,  by 
which,  in  Defiance  of  the  moft  folemn 
Treaties,  we  had  been  plundered,  at  different 

Times, 
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:  Times,  of  more  tban  one  Million  of  Pounds 
Sterling*  • 

* 

.  >  Thus,  after  feveral  Tears  fruitfefi  Attend- 
ance,  the  ffimuniflion  broke  xip.  This  con- 
winced  our  Merchants  of  the  Fruitlefsnefs 
of  complaining  any  more ;  and  had  the  Spa- 
niards been  hut  a  little  more  moderate,  they 
.might  have  prevented  any  farther  Applica- 
tions to  Parliament.:  But  their  Depredations 
andjn&lts  were  carried  to  fuck  an  Height 
at  lift,  that  our  Merchants  were  under  a 
Neceffity  of  applying  again,  in  1738,  dt 
Entirely  give  up  .the  Trade  to  oar  .own  Co- 
lonies in  the  Weji+Tndies.    Every  Artifice 
•was  made  ufc  of  to  prevent  this  Application. 
The  miniiterial  Writers  were  again  inftrii£fe» 
-ed  to  abufe  our,  Merchants.    But .  they  foon 
run  through  their  Common-place  upon  this 
jSubjeft.  The  Thing  itfelf  came  now  to  be 
.thought  of  more  Importance  to  the  Nation 
than  it  had  hitherto  been,  by  vaft  Numbers 
of  People.    Our  Being,  as  a  Nation,  was 
vifibly  concerned  in  the  Quefiion ;  and  the 
Neceffity  of  ftating  our  Rights  dearly,  from 
the  Nature  of  the  Difquifition,  became  in  a 
Manner  unavoidable;  tho9  in  fome  Parts  it 

was 


was  prevented*  and*  it  ©thai  khonftf 
againft  fufficiendy.  After  an  Examination, 
the  rooft  ftfcmn  and  aflfeftihg  that  was  ever 
known  in  a  Houfe  df  Chramaria,  itW9 n* 
folved,  upcta  aDitifion, !«  That  it  +m<m 
"  natural  and  undoubtedLRighfc  to  jut  with 
"  our  Ships  on  any  Part  of«  the  Sew  of 
"  Ammca  j  and  that  the  Freedom  of  our 
"  Navigation  and  Commerce  bkd  facet 
^  greatly  interrupted  by  the  Sfamdrd^  xn* 
"  der  Pretences  altogether  groundtefc  and 
"  unwarrantable." 

There  was  an  Endeavour  to  prapo&fine 
other  Queftiohs,  which  were  thought  » 
ecflary,  becaufe  they  would  more  ftdly  and 
plainly  haveafierted  ourRightaj  bat  they 
were  overruled.  Yet  this,  with  4he  A&* 
drefs,  was  forely  fuffideht  fet  the  MiniAer, 
at  leaft,  to  point  out  the  trtie  Gfcufe  of  our 
Cotnplaines  y  the  Neceffiiy  cf  fhfierJog  foch 
Injuries  no  longer  y  tfnd  providing  for  oar 
future  Security,  as  it  k,  rightly  exptefiftl  in 
their  Addrefi,  and  his  Mijefty's  moft  gra- 
cious  Anfwer.  There  were  many  Reafcns 
for  inducing  ibme  Periods  to  think  k  Ante 
necefiary  to  have  aflt rtcd  cor  &veral  JUgks 

fe- 


(epirifety,  in  Oppofition  to  the  Grievance** 
We  kad  (b  long  laboured  under  y  confidering 
that  thofe  general  Refolutions,  which  the 
Hbftfe  formerly,  made,  had  been  of  no  more 
Setviee  .  to  the  unhappy  Sufferfcrs,  than  the 
mftny  long  Negotiations  and  Treaties,  with 
ftfpisSdfc  to  theih.  It  nbw  felly  appear'd,  that 
the  Glairti  of  Spain  was  become  more  openly 
avow'd,  and  peremptorily  infilled  on,  than 
«ver  it  had  beer* before:  For  in  the  Demands 
of  the  *  Commiflaries,  on  the  Part  of  Spain, 
in  Pursuance  of  the  Treaty  of  Seville,  it  is 
fcid,  *  That,  by  Ac  8th  Article  of  the 
H>  Treaty  of  1667,  the  2Wft)£  Commercer 
"  is  under  the  fame  Reftri&iohs  as  Holland 
•*  is,  by  the  6th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of 
€i  Munjhr ;  •  aikl  therefore  it  is  infifted  on, 
*  That  Ships  failing  from  Great-Britain, 
"  or  her  Colonies,  through  thofe  Seas,  (half 
cf'  obferve  the  Courfe  they  ought  to  fteer, 
«<  and  (bill  avoid  Hoftilities." 

The  ▼ery  Stippofition  that  the  Treaty  of 
r6yo  was  of-  no  Ufe  to  us,  as  well  as  pre* 
fcribing  a  particular  Courfe  to  our  Ships, 

was 
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was  extremely  furprifing.  But  even  this 
was  carried  much  farther  by  Mon£  de  h 
Quadra,  in  his  Letter  to  Mr.  Keener 

"  The  only  Navigation,   lays  he,  that 
can   be    claim'd    by   the   Englijb,   be- 
ing that  to  their  Iflands  and  Plantations, 
while  they  Acer  a  dne  Courfej  their 
Ships  are  liable  to  a  Seizure  and  Con* 
fiication,    if  it  ihould  be  proved  that 
they  have  alter'd  their -Route,  without 
Neceflity,  in  order  to  draw  near  to  the 
:<  Spanijk  Coafts."    Every  Body  concluded 
from  hence,  that  it  wasiropoffible  ever  to  treat 
again  with  Spain,  without  previoufly  fettling 
and  efrablUhtng  our    fundamental  Rights, 
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cc  Majefty's  Dominions  to  any -other  Part 
"  thereof;  and  that1  no  Goods;  being  fo 
tc  carried,  are*  by  any  Treaty  fubfifting  be* 
u  tween  the  Crowns  of  Great~Britain  and 
u  Spainy  to  be  .deem'd  or  taken  as  contra** 
u  band   or    prohibited  Goods;   and  that 
"  the  Searching  of  fuch  Ships,  on  the  open 
li  Seas,  under  Pretence  of  their  carrying 
"  contraband  or    prohibited  Goods,   is  a 
"  Violation  and  Infiadtion  of  the  Tjeaties 
"  fubfifting  between   the   two.  Crowns. 
This  Rqfolution  not  only  fhew'd  the  Abufe 
of  Treaties,  on  the  Spaniards  Side,  but  af- 
ferted  our  Rights,  and  made  it,  one  would 
have  thought,  impoflible  to  have  any  new 
Treaty,  .  without   firft   eftablifliing   thofe 
Rights:  For  in  vain  muft  it  be  thought  to 
cure  our  Difeafe  by  pecuniary  Remedies, 
-whilil  the  Evil  is  fuffer'd  not  only  to  re- 
main,   but  even  receiving    fome  Sort  of 
Countenance,  by  being  left  to  a  future  Di£ 

cuffion. 

.The  Minifter  jqow~  faw  himfelf  under 
the  Njeceflity  pf  giving  Way  to  the  Cur- 
rent He  .  acknowledged  the  Juftnefs  of 
the  general  Complaint;  promifed  that  the 

s 

moft 
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raoft  effe&ual  Means  fhoidd  be  empto^d 
for  Redrcfs,  during  the  Summer  $  and,  on 
its  being  infinuated,  that  thofe  Promifes 
would  prove  as  little  effe&nal  as  his  for* 
titer  Efforts  of  the  feme   Kind,  he  was 

•  •  •  r 

pleas'd  to  ifk,  How  bejhould  be  able  to  flew 
bis  Face  again  in  that  Hou/e,  if  be  £  J  not 
procure  full  Reparation  for  tbe  Honour  of 
the  Nation,  as  well  as  for  tbe  Loffes  of  our 
Merchants  t 

Accordingly,  when  the  Parliament  was 
rifen,  we  put  almoft  our  whole  Navy  into 
Commiffion ;  and  fo  ftrongly  was  the  Pub* 
lie  pcrfuaded,  that  we  fhculd  then  really  at- 
tempt to  procure  ourfdves  JufHce  by  our 
Arms,  that  even  thofe,  who  ftill  queftion'd 
the  Sincerity  of  thefe  military  Preparations, 
fcarcely  dared  to  avow  their  Sufpidons. 

However,  towards  the  latter  End  of  the 
Summer,  our  hoftlle  Meafiires  were  fo£ 
pended ;  and   we  were  told,  that  Spain, 

terrify'd  with  the  Apprehenfion  of  a  War, 

*       »  • 

had  granted  us  all-  we  could  reafonaWy  de- 
mand, and  had  fubmitted  to  whatever  wt 
could  have  hoped  for,  even  at  the  End  of 
the  moft  fuccefkful  War.  This,  had  it  been 

true, 
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true,  was  a  very  fortunate  Event ;  for  fure* 
ly  if  all*  that  could  be  expe&ed  from  a 
fuccefsful  War,  was  granted  us  without  a 
Blow,  our  Governors  muft  have  been  mad 
not  to  have  accepted  it* ' 

What  our  reafonable  Demands  were, 
which  we  expe&ed  would  have  been  by 
thefe  Means  fecured  to  us,  are  very  well 
known.  What  the  Nation  infilled  upon 
was,  not  the  Promifes  of  Spain  for  future 
Reparation,  and  future  Reftraints  on  her 
Guarda  Cofta's.  Thefe,  as  we  have  feen 
already,  had  been  four  Times  re-iterated, 
and  as  often  evaded,  without  even  a  Pre- 
tence aflign'd. 

Much  lefs  was  it  an  Agreement  that  our 
mutual  Pretentions  fhould  be  fettled  by  a 
diftant  Negotiation  •  For  it  would  have 
been  an  unheard-of  Piece  of  Meannefs, 
after  we  had  been  thus  injured,  had  often 
demanded  Redrefs  in  vain,  and  had  arm'd 
•urfelvcs  to  procure  it,  to  difarm  and  con* 
fide  again  in  our  Enemy,  meerly  upon  his 
Promife  that  he  would  hereafter  treat  with 

* 

us ;  and  ftill  more  ridiculous  would  this 

...  r 

Conduct  have  been  Wf  th  regard  to  Spain* 

Hh of 
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of  whofe  Candour  in  Negotiation  m 
had  above  ten  Years  fuch  fhameftl  Ex* 
perience. 

In  fhort,  no  Promifes  of  Spain,  how- 
ever explicit,  ought  alone  to  have  induced 
us  to  difarm ;  for  as  they  could  not  be  more 
folemn  than  thofe  we  had  long  ago  pro- 
cured, the  trailing  in  them  again,  after  the 
numerous  Inftances  of  her  Perfidy,  was  in- 
creafing  her  Infolence,  and  in  a  Manner 
throwing  away  all  the  Treafure  which  the 
Preparations  for  War  had  coft  us. 

In  order  to  have  treated  with  Honour,  it 
was  neceflary  that,  before  we  had  fufpend- 
ed  our  military  Meafures,  Spain  fhould 
have  convinced  us  that  (he  really  defign'd 
to  grant  us  that  Juftice,  which  we  had  fb 
long  fued  for  in  vain.  This  would  have 
been  effc&uaUy  done,  by  immediately  fe- 
curing  to  us  the  Payment  of  thofe  Sums, 
which  could  not  be  deny'd  by  her  to  be 
due,  for  the  Seizures  and  Confiscations  of 
the  Effect  belonging  to  Britijh  Snigecfe, 
amounting  to  near  70^000  /. 

As  we  were  told,  idbat  the  Tenor  of  oofr 
Arms  had  induced  Siaht  to  grant  as  aH 
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Wfc  fought  by  a  War,  it  was  likcwffe  ex- 
pected by  the  Publie,  that  before  we  difarm'd 
ourfelves,  that  Court  fhould  have  formally 
dtfavow'd  her  pretended  Dominion  in  the 
Seas  *£Amerka>  and  her  Pra&ice  of  Search- 
ing our  Ships ;  which  fhe  founded,  as  we 
have  feen>  in  an  imaginary  Sovereignty. 

Thefe  Preliminaries  being  eftablifh'd,  we 
might  then,  indeed,  have  difarm'd  ourfelves 
with  Honour :  But  how  great  was  our  Sur- 
prise, when,  many  Months  after  our  mili- 
tary Preparations  had  been  laid  afide,  it  was 
confefs'd  by  the  Minifter,  that  nothing  had 
been  yet  agreed  on.  What  likewife  aug- 
mented the  general  Uneafincfs,  was  a  Dif- 
covery  faid  to  be  made  in  that  Interval,  that 
our  Fleets  fent  out,  during  the  Summer^ 
to  the  Weft-Indie$>  and  to  the  Mediterra- 
nean, carried  with  them  no  Orders  to  adt 
oflfenfivefy,  or  to  make  any  Reprifals,  tho' 
they  departed  from  hence  long  before  the 

« 

pretended  Submiflion  of  Spain  ;  and  at 
a  Time,  when  the  Minifter  made  the 
ftrongeft  Proteftations  of  his  refolute  Inten- 
tions* 
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This  Conduft  made  it  become  generally 

fufpeded,  that  all  thefe  boafted  Preparations 

were  never  defign'd  againft  our  Enemies, 

but  only  to  amufe  our  own  People  at  home, 

till  Spain  was  prevailed  upon  by  our  In- 

treaties  to  condefcend  to  treat  with  us  upon 

any  Terms,  in  order  that  fomething,  bearing 

the  Appearance  of  an  Agreement,  might  be 

produced  before  the  Meeting  of  Parliaments 

which,  however  inefficient,  might  at  leaft 

ferve  as  an  annual  Expedient  of  Delay,  if 

it  could  not  be  impofed  on  the  Nation  as 

iatisfadory  and  honourable. 

But  the  Infolence  of  Spain  was  fo  much 
inflated  by  thefe  Meafures,  that  no  Agree* 
ment  could  be  procured  from  that  Court, 
till  after  the  ufual  Time  of  the  Sitting  of 
the  Parliament,  which  was  prorogued  in 
Expectation  of  it,  and  afterwards  adjourn 'd, 
in  order  to  get  the  Convention  ratified.  How- 
ever, during  the  Prorogation  and  Adjourn- 
ment, the  long  expe&ed  Convention  arrived, 
and  was  foon  after  publifh'd  to  the  Na* 
tion. 

The  chief  Point  was,  to  make  it  pafs  the 

two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  by  procuring 
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"  an  Addrefi  of  Thanks  to  his  Majefty,  for 
communicating  it  to  them ;  which  at  the 
fame  Time  would  be  efteemed  an  Appro- 
bation of  the  Meafures.  The  Motion  met 
with  great  Oppofition,  but  was  at  laft  car- 
ry*d  in  the  Affirmative  in  both  Houfes,  in 
the  Commons  by  a  Majority  of  28.  It 
was  on  this  Occalion  that  Lifts  of  the  Mem- 
bers were  publifh'd,  which  made  it  too 
manifeft  what  was  the  Weight  which  pre- 
ponderated againft  the  Senfe  of  the  Na- 
tion. Many  Gentlemen,  feeing  every 
thing  thus  carry'd  before  the  Minifter, 
retired  into  the  Country,  and  gave  no  more 
Attendance  during  the  whole  Seffion ;  and 
about  40  Lords  enter'd  their  Proteft,  upon 
its  receiving  the  Approbation  of  their 
Houfe. 

By  this  Convention,  Plenipotentiaries  were 
to  meet  at  Madrid  within  fix  Weeks  after 
the  Ratification,  and  to  fettle  all  difputed 
Points  within  eight  Months :  The  Sum  of 
95,000  /.  was  to  be  paid  to  us,  by  way  of 
Balance  for  the  Lofles  of  our  Merchants  j 
which,  with  60,000  /.  allow'd  to  Spain  for 
their  Ships  deftroy'd  in   171 8,  made  the 
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the  Sum  of  68,000  /.  i 
ftom.  the  Saitb-Stit  Con 
this  Declaration  was  b 
and  publilh'd,  before  St 
FtaliameM,  which  in a 
nettr  been,  if  kept  a  6ei 

IfliaUonljr  extraft  a: 
Cotrvrtttiofi,  from  the:  P 
therto  refer' d  to,  and  ce 

'  Before  we  .were  fc 
thefe  Am,  fays  the  An 
Treaties  were  always  d 
ed  for  afcertaining  the  1 
in  Difpute.  When  Ih 
fettled,  the  Adjustment 
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certain  Payment,  for  Balance  of*  an'  Ac- 
count }  and  having  firft  adted  the  Com- 
mifiaries,  the  Pfcut  of  Plenipotendirift*  is  to 
be  the  next.  Thefe  Gentlemen  &re  to  find 
cOat  and  fettle  our  Rights,  and  confe- 
qoently  what  this  Money  is  paid  for.  It 
feems  fcarcely  poflible  that,  during  the  Set- 
tlenient  of  this  Account,  if  it  was  not  in 
a  Manner  tempt,  but  that  both  Sides  muft 
fufficiendy  know  their  Rights  and  Grie- 
vances, and  be  as  well,  if  not  better  able, 
to  adjuft  and  allow  their  fefpe&ive  Claims, 
for  the  future,  than  it  was  probable  they 
would  be  eight  Months  after.  Can  it  be  con*. 
ceit ed  that  it  was  not  the  firft  Thing  thought 
of,  on  our  Side  *  fince  it  was  from  thence  a- 
lone  that  we  made  our  Claim  to  Restitution  ? 
Wis  it  poflible  that  our  Rights,  with  refpeft 
to  Searching  our  Ships,  could  be  better  knowri, 
eight  Months  after,  than  it  was  then  ;  or 
that  we  fhould  be  better  able,  or  more  ready 
to  enforce  them  ?  Would  the  Ncceflities  of 
die  Mkiifter  make  him  more  defifcus  of  e* 
ftablidbingthem,  if  hceverthoughtor  defign'd 
to  do  it  ?  Could  he  flatter  hknfelf  that  it 
^oukl  be  iatis&dory  to  the  Nation,  thcugfi 
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he  might  hope  that  the  Clamours  of  ptr^ 
ticular  Sufferers  might  be  foften'd  by  it  ? 
Could  it  be  fuppos'd,  that  what  we  could 
pot  get  from  Spain,  at  this  critical  Junc- 
ture, was  really  defign'd  to  be  allow'd  us, 
and  obtain'd  by  Plenipotentiaries,  eight 
Months  afterwards  ? 

Is  it  not  generoufly  done,  to  pay  Spain 
60,000/.  and  to  obtain  68,000/.  more  for 
them  from  the  Soutb-Sea  Company ;  which, 
with  the  27,000/.  being  all  that  is  pretended 
Spain  fhould  pay,  makes  fo  great  a  Sum  as 
1 55,000  /.  to  be  diipofcd  of  for  Reparation 
amongft  our  Merchants,  whole  Loffcs  are 
computed  by  themfelves  to  be  430,000/.? 

What  muft  we  now  think  of  all  our 
Complaints  of  Lofles,  for  twenty  five  Years> 
without  any  Refutation ;  the  frequent  Sei- 
zures of  the  Effe^s  of  the  Soutb-Sea 
Company  *  tfiQ  many  Complaints  in  Par* 
liament ;  the  great  Squadrons  fent  to 
protcd:  our  Trade,  and  procure  Repa- 
ration ;  what,  I  iky,  muft  we  think  upon 
feeing  all  our  Negotiations  fum'd  up,  in  this 
Manner,  and  ending  in  a  Balance,  upon 
the  whole,   of  27,000  /.    to  be  j»id   by 
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-Spain,  and  even  That  perhaps  in  Words 
only. 

i  Upon  this  State  of  the  Cafe,  every  im- 
partial Perfon  muft  imagine  that  the  Loffes 
twere  inconfiderable  ;  and  that  the  only 
Thing  ncceflary  to  be  obtain'd,  after  all, 
was  future  Security  by  averting  our  Rights; 
r— But  this  cannot  be  fo  much  as  pretended 
to  he  done  by  this  Treaty $  fince  every  thipg 
is  refer'd  to  the  Regulation  of  Plenipoten- 
tiaries, before  another  Seffion  of  Parliament* 
TheReftitution  to  ourM  erchants  of  1 55000  A 
for  their  Loffes  of  430,000/.  cannot  be 
eftecm'd  latisfadory.-- — The  paying  for  the 
Spam/h  Fleet,  in  this  Manner,  after  the  De- 
livery of  it  had  been  offer 'd  and  refilled  ia 
1721,  was  what  every  Englijhman  muft 
fenfibly  feel  in  his  own  Breaft— The  giving 
up  of  Georgia  (fuppofed  to  be  underftood 
in  the  Article  for  fettling  the  Limits  of  Fb* 
rida  and  Carolina)  will  be  efteem'd  very  di£» 
honourable  to  the  Legiflature,  which  hath 
pafs'd  fo  manyA&s  for  maintaining  it.— The 
Soutb-Sea  Company's  paying  down  68,000  A 
when  much  larger  Sums,  even  by  the  Spa- 
niards own  Account,  are  allow'd  to  be  due 
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to  Them,  is  a  Sort  of  Juftice,  which  net 
appeared  in  any  Treaty  before.         In  tl 
Abort  Light  is  contained  the  whole  Suhftan 
of  the  prefent  Treaty/ 

With  regard  to  the  fcccding  Membei 

whofe  Condudt  was  blamed  by  the  minift 

rial  Writers,  the  Author  of  the  j&Unfi  tcl 

Us,  in  his  Poftfcript, c  They  chafe  therefoi 

to  withdraw,  after  they  had  borne  the 

Teftimony  againft  it,  left  even  their  A\ 

tendance,  and  fruitlefi  Oppofition,  migl 

fecm  to  juftify,  and  give  a  San&fan  to  M ea 

ihres,  which  they  could  not  approve :  Fc 

it  is. the  old  Cant  Way  trf  arguing  among 

Men  in  Power,  that  their.  Meafures  nut 

certainly  be  right,  becaufc  they  had  deceive 

the  Approbation '"of  Parliament j  tho'perhaj 

they  might  have  previoufly  fecured  a  Ma 

jority  to  themfdves,  by  Places,  Penfiom 

Proraifes,  Threatenings,  and  other  coord 

Methods  of  the  fame  Nature,      Befida 

thefe  Gentlemen  never  remember,  or  rather 

tffe&to  forget,  the  Cafe  of  the  late  Earl  a 

Oxford  who  was  impeach'd  of  HighTrc* 

Ion,  in  one  Parliament,   for  concluding  i 

Treaty,  which  was  voted  ju/l,  nmje>  am 
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honourable,  by  a  farmer  Parliament)  anil 
fevery  body  knows  ntbo  *  had  the  principal 
Management  of  that  Profecution. 

As  much  as  die  late  Convention  was  e** 
toVd  by  the  minifterial  Party,  and  even  ft  id 
to  tmtmn  all  that  touldbe  txpt&ed  at  the  End 
rf  tbt  mfi  faccefifid  War  j  yet  it  very  foot* 
appeared  to  be  as  ineffectual  as  any  of  out 
former  Treaties,  and  fully  juftify'd  the  Ap± 
prthenfioni  of  thofe  Gentlemen  who  op* 
pofed  it.  It  was,  indeed,  the  mod  (hort* 
lived  Treaty  that  ever  was  made,  and  re-> 
fembles  die  Animal  on  the  Banks  of  the 
NiUy  which  h  (kid  to  perform  all  the  Func- 
tions of  Life  in  one  Day/ 

For,  upon  the  Smtb-Se*  Company'*  re- 
filling to  pay  the  unjuft  Demand  of  68,ooo£ 

ptilated  by  6ur  Mkiifter  at  Madrid,  with- 
their  Confcnt>  the  Court  of  Spain  per- 
rily  refiifed  to  pay  any  Part  of  th^ 
95,000  L  which  was  agreed  upon,  as  a  pre* 
tended  Reparation  for  die  Lodes  of  out 
Merchants  j  and  thus  the  Time  ftipulated 
for  the  Payment  of  it  elapfed ;  by  which 
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the  Convention  whs,  in  Effcd,  diflblvetL 
Nor  could  the  Court  of  Spain  be  prevail'd 
upon,  by  all  the  pathetic  Remonftrances  of 
our  Plenipotentiaries,  to  proceed  upon  the 
other  Points  refer'd  to  them,  without  mak- 
ing the  Payment  of  this  68,000  /•  and  the 
Revocation  of  our  Fleet,  two  neceflary  Pre* 
liminaries.  They  likewife  refilled  to  give 
up  their  infolentCkim  of  Searching  oar 
Ships  on  the  High  Seas,  and  even  infixed 
on  their  Right  to  fome  of  our  Poffeffions  in 
the  We/l-Indies.  This  put  an  End  to  the 
Conferences ;  upon  which  Mr.  Keene  pre* 
fented  a  thundering  Declaration  to  the  Court 
of  Madrid^  which  was  fbllow'd  by  an  Or* 
der  of  Council  at  home,  for  granting  Let- 
ters of  Marque  and  Rgprifal  to  our  Mer- 
chants. The  Preamble  to  this  Order  breathes 
a  true  Spirit  of  Refentment,  and  had  the 
^Honour  to  be  iign'd  by  the  two  Arch- 
bifhops,  and  fome  other  Privy  Counfellors, 
in  the  Abfenee  of  the  Minifter,  who  pru« 
dendy  retired  into  the  Country*  upon  this 
Occafion.* 

I  will  only  add,  that  this  Order  of  Coun- 
cil was  iffued  the  10th  of  Juty^  and  that  a 
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Declaration  of  War  wa$  publifh'd  the  23d* 
of  O#o&*\  following* 
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SECT.    X. 

ConduB  of  the  War. 

IT  was  long  fince  the  People  of  Great* 
Britain  had  been  fo  well  pleafed  with 
any  one  Meafure  of  the  Court,  as -they  were 
upon  the  Declaration  of  War  againft  Spain. 
They  had  now  Hopes  of  procuring,  not 
only  Satisfaction  for  paft  Depredations  and 
Infults,  but  Security  againft  any  fuch  for  the 
future,  and  for  their  free  Navigation  in  the 
American  Seas.  It  was  well  and  publickly 
known,  that  the  Minister's  Approbation  was 
wanting  on  this  Occafion  *  but  it  was  hardly 
fufpe&ed,  that  he  would  endeavour  to  ren- 
der ineffectual  what  was  undertaken  with 
fuch  general  Confent  of  the  whole  Nation. 
He  did  indeed  call  it  the  Merchants  War* 
difclaim'd  any  Part  in  the  engaging  in  it, 
and  feem'd  not  to  think  himfelf  accountable 
for  the  Suceefs  of  it.  This  made  fbme  ima~ 
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glti*,  that  we  (hoqld  foon  fee  new  Hands  in 
the  Adminiftration,  and  that  the  fame  Gen* 
tleman  who  had  fo  ftrongly  oppofed,  would 
not  pretend  to  condud,  a  War  on  which  fo 
much  depended.  If  it  had  fo  happen 'd,  he 
had  only  been  accountable  for  thofe  Mea- 
sures which  made  a  War  neceflary,  and 
might  perhaps  have  avoided  fome  Part  of 
the  Ccnfure,  which  hkFeUow-Subfedis  have 
finee  pa&'d  on  him.  But  as  Things  have 
been  managed,  they  cannot  help  thinking, 
that  the  War  itfelf  was  turn'd  upon  them, 
inftead  of  being  pufh'd  to  their  Advantage, 
and  to  obtain  a  Redreis  of  their  Sufferings, 
from  a  haughty  contemptible  People.  The 
little  that  has  been  done,  where  much  was 
reafonably  expedted ;  the  Inactivity  of  Of- 
ficers, who  were  known  not  to  want  either 
perfonal  Courage,  or  Zeal  for  their  Gaun- 
try ;  the  Difcountenance  {hewn  to  tm  Man, 
who  dared  to  aft  more  bravely,  till  the  Par* 
ljament  pa6'd  a  San&ion  upon  hts  Actions; 
the  Diftrefs  he  was  afterwards  put  to,  and 
the  Impofiibility  he  was  laid  under  of  tf* 
fitting  any  dung  farther;  the  Security  rf 
the  Spanijb  Coafts,  while  prodigious  Fleets 
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\*ere  hovering  round  them;  the  Preca* 
rioufnefi  of  our  own  Trade,  and  the  nu- 
merous Captures  made  by  the  Enemy, 
while  we  fcem'd  not  only  able  to  protedt  our- 
(elves,  hut  to  diftrefi  them  in  the  moft  fen- 
fible  Part ;  all  thefe  are  but  too  many 
Grounds  of  Sufpicion,  at  leaft,  if  they 
may  not  be  allow'd  to  amount  to  a  very 
great  Degree  of  moral  Proof, 
<  It  is  apparent  to  the  whole  Nation, .  that 
the  War  ought  to  have  been  profecuted 
with  the  utmoft  Vigour  and  Expedition  in 
the  Weft-lndieSy  where  alone  we  could  di- 
ftrefs our  Enemy  in  the  moft  fcnfible  Man- 
ner, and  obtain  any  lading  Advantage  to 
this  Nation.  Admiral  Vernm  fet  fail  for 
thence  in  July,  1739,  and  every  body  then 
were  in  Hopes,  that,  as  a  Gentleman  of 
acknowledged  Merit  and  great  Experience 
was.  pkch'd  upon  for  that  Service,  it  was 
defign'd  he  fhbuld  a£t  up  to  the  Spirit  of  the 
national  Retentment.  No  body  imputed  it 
to  him,  or  to  Admiral  Haddock,  that  the 
Jljjbgue  Ships,  in'  the  next  'Month,  got  fafe 
into  Ik;  AnStro.    Thofe  Ships,  inftead  of 
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or  Canary  Iflands,  as  ufual,  iailed  by  &»• 
Bahamas,  North  about,  and  then  Weftward 
till  within  Sight  of  Ireland,  and  fo  by  the 
Land's  End  of  England,  made  TJJbant,  the 
Point  of  France  1  whence  creeping  along 
the  Shore,  they  at  laft  crofs'd  the  Bay  of 
Bifcay.  A  Squadron  of  the  EngUJb  Fleet 
was  then  cruifing  off  Cadiz  and  Cape  Vincent, 
and  another  off  Cape  Finefterre;  but  the 
Spani/b  Admiral,  by  fome  Means  or  other, 
feems  to  have  had  Noiice  of  their  Stations, 
and  took  care  not  to  come  within  80  or  100 
Leagues.  War  was  not  then  proclaimed, 
and  many  doubted  whether  any  Orders  were 
given  for  the  Taking  of  thofe  Ships,  be* 
caufe  their  Effe&s  belonged  to  other  Nations 
as  well  as  the  Spaniards. 

But  I  muft  not  dwell  on  Particulars^ 
Mr.  Vernon  arrived  at  Antigua  the  29th  of 
September,  and  the  23d  of  OSober  at  Ja- 
maica. By  the  Way  he  fent  and  batter'd 
La  Guara,  upon  the  Caracca  Coaft.  On 
the  20th  of  Nwem&er  he  arrived  before 
Porto-Belloi  attacked  it  on  the  21ft  with 
fix  Ships  only,  and  on  the  22d  had  it  fur- 
tender 'd  by  Capitulation.    We  heard  of 
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nothing  for  fame  Time,  but  Places  fack'd, 
Ships  taken,  and  all  Advantages  gain'd  on 
our  Side.  Captain  Hall,  with  a  fmall  Pri- 
vateer, and  landing  only  four  Men,  took 
Port  La  Plata.  The  Spaniards  were  in  the 
litmoft  Confirmation,  and  feem'd  neither 
to  have  Power  nor  Inclination  to  oppofe  our 
Progrefs.  Mean  while  it  was  well  known 
here,  that  this  Succefs,  great  as  it  was, 
could  not  long  continue,  without  moreForce 
than  we  had  in  thofe  Parts.*  Yet  the 
timely  fupplying  and  reinforcing  Admiral 
Vernon  there,  notwithftanding  the  Know- 
ledge of  his  moft  eflential  Wants,  was  moil 
fliaAefnlly  neglected.  His  Succefs  (hews 
what  might  have  been  done,  had  he  been 
fupply'd  with  a  fmall  Number  of  Land- 
Forces,  fcnt  oyer  from  hence,  even  in  the 
Spring,  before  our  Enemy  had  Time  to 
ftrehgtheh  'themfelves :  The  not  doing  of 
'which  was  an/irretrievable  Omiffion,  con- 
fidering  our  numerous  and  ufelefs  Army 
kept  at  home  that  Year,  tho*  Tranfportt 
for  7oop  Men  were  taken  up  in  December^ 

•      Ti  /"'  1739* 


♦  Chapgfc  againtf  Sir  R.  W.  upon  the  Nfa£ri&*  \ 


\ 


T739*    But  the  Ina&ivity  of  our  Fleets 
tho'  fitted  out  at  a  monftraus  Expcncc,  was 
fa>n  taken  for  a  fort  of  Proof,  that  the  Mi- 
niftcr  had  more  Defire  to  tire  us  than  our 
Enemies.    Hie  bag  tofing  an  Opportunity 
of  beginning  hy  an  early  and  dedfive  Stroke, 
which  was  in  his  Power,  fhew'd  him  ex- 
tremely unwilling  to  avenge  his  Country; 
^nd  his  not  fending  Succours  to  Admiral 
Vtrnm  from  November  the  ad,  1759,  to  the 
Middle  of  June,  1740,  tho*  the  Appro 
henfians  were  very  great  of  the  Spamfb 
Fleet's  being  feil'd  thither,  and  fiiperior  to 
him,  was  certainly  a  wonderful  Inftancc  of 
iU  Policy,  if  it  deferves  no  harfher  an*Ap- 
peUation. 

It  appears  by  the  Letters  laid  before  die 
Parliament,  the  fucceeding  Winter,  that 
the  Admiral  more  than  once  complained  of 
being  lock'd  up  in  Port,  and  difabled  from 
undertaking  any  Enterprife,  for  want  of 
Provifions  and  Naval  Stores.  All  this  while 
the  Enemy  were  recruiting  tfaemfclves,  re- 
pairing their  Fortifications,  and  recovering 
thofe  Spirits,  which,  at  his  firft  Appearance, 
had  foriaken  them*    We  had  .even  a  Di£- 

Mpprobatt^ 
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approbation   difcoveiM  at  home,    by  the 

Creatures  of  the  Minifter,  of  what  the  gal* 
lant  Admiral  had  done,  as  if  it  was  rafh, 
and  beyond  his  Orders.  Nay,  the  Admiral 
hirafelf,  in  the  Letters  jtsft  referM  to,  makes 
a  kind  of  Excufe  for  what  he  had  done, 
hoping  it  might  be  underftood  to  be  within 
the  Meaning  of  bis  Inftru£liomy  which  plainly 
manifefts  he  had  no  pojitive  InflruBions  for 
doing  it  j  ind  it  appears  that  the  firft  L>» 
ftru&ions  received  by  him,  for  any  Service 
of  the  (atfteKind,  woe  after  this  brave 
A&on  was  performed.  It  was  a  difputed 
Point,  whether  he  would  not  be  calTd  home, 
to  give  an  Account  of  his  thus  annoying  a 
declared  Enemy  without  diced  Leave: 
Winch  perhaps  might  have  happened,  if 
his  Friends,  in  both  Houfes,  had  not  moved 
for  Thanks  to  be  fen*  him  in  the  Name  of 
their  fefpe&ive  Bodies,  and  carried  their 
Point,  Thifr  was  foch  a  public  Approbation, 
that  the  Minifter  durft  not  oppofe.  And  as 
to  the  Applauftr  Mr.  Vernon  met  with  abroad, 
and  die  Joy  that  diffufed  itfelf  all  over  the 
Kingdom  upon  Notice  of  his  Succefs,  no 
Jbnglijhmn  that  does  not  remember  the  firft 

I  i  a  glorious      / 
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gforious  Campaigns  of  the  Duke  of  lAfizrA 

borough^  ever  few  the  like.  How  grudgingly 

jthis  was  obferved  by  the  great  Man,  and  all 

.Iris  Underlings,  the  Enemies  of  our  Trade 

;and  jftofperity,  is  too  recent  to  be  forgot !  . 

,     In  the  fame  Letters  the  Admiral  com- 

^plains  of  empty  Store-houfcs,  the  Shrouds 

'rotten,  his  Ships  over-mafted,  and  fent  to 

•  Sea  with  old  Guard-fhip.  Rigging ;  that  he 

<»uld  not  keep  to  Sea  for  want  of  Stores, 

being  reduced  to  the  Fate  of  Don  Blafs  (the 

.Spanijb  Admiral  at  Carthagena)  to  be  laid 

by  the  Walls,  in  a  melancholy  and  forlorn 

.State,  and  in  fhort  treated  as  if  only  upon 

a  Spitbead  Expedition.— —Would  any  of 

:thefe  Complaints  have  been,    if  thofe  in 

Pqwer  at  home  had  been  willing  to  fupport 

:  him  vigorOufly  ? 

. , :  The  Suffering  the  Cadrz  Squadron  to  join 
'the  Ferrol  Squadron,  and  both  of  them  to 
<  fteal  from  thence  to  the  Weft-Indies,  when 
.:  either  Admiral  Haddock  or  Sir  CbabnerQgk 
t  might  have  prevented  it,  was  at  the  beft  an 
i  unaccountable  Negle<a,  and,  if  not  done 
*  by  Defign,  muft  have  beenr  occafion'd 
:  by  wrong  Intelligence,  or  rather  1>y 
i  Jba  intire  want  of  Intelligence.     Thefe  and 

two 


two  French  Squadrons  getting  fo\.fre*/?S^ 
Indies  fo  long  before. our  Fleet,  left  our  Ccm 
lonies,  and  even  Mr.  Vernon  himfelf,  in  the 
Condition  he  then  was/  expofed  to  th€  mpft 
imminent  Danger.  It  was  owing  'mojre  tor 
the  Weather,  and  unforefeea  Obftniftions; 
than  to  any.  Precautions  of  ours,  that  this 
great  Force  did  not  effedt  any  thing  of  Con- 
fcqyetice  againfl  us.  \     -\ 

By  what  appear'd  from  the  Papers  deT 
liverM  to  Parliament,  the  firft  Notice  which 
our-Minifter  had  of  the  Defigns.of  France % 
came  in  .a  Letter  from  one  of  our  Colonies 
in  America^  which ,  difciofed  the  Contradte 
made,  in  Ireland  for  victualling  the  French 
Flat  at  Martimco.  This  Latter  Lammas 
Intelligence  was  an  admirable  InftanCe  of 
the  excellent  Ufe  made  of  Secret-Service 
Money,  which  the  late  Minifter  fweU'd  to 
an  Article  of  fuch  great  Confequencfe 
And  yet  j  late  as  the  Advice  came,  is  it  to  be 
credited,  that  it  was  many  Months  after  this 
before  the  Embargo  was  laid  upon  Provifions 
;in  Ireland  \  that  is,  when  our  Enertiy  had 
bought  what  they  wanted^  we  refufed  tp 
fell  them  any  more;*  Which^  with  a  V{sSr 
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ne(s,  it  folflflfog  the  old  £*g$/2*  PitivcA, 
9i  Jhut  the  Stabk'dmr  %vb*n  tie  Narje  k 
Jloltn. 

If  Matters  had  been  mended  the  next 
Year,  aftpr  the  ill  Confcqueoces  of  iucfa 
Meafores  had  been  made  apparent,  wfc 
muft  have  imputed  to  want  of  Knowledge 
what  muft  now  pafs  for  want  of  Honcfty. 
Admiral  Vernon  did  indeed  take  Fort  Cbagrt% 
and  bombard  Cartbagma  in  1740  ;  but  was 
left  to  1741  before  h$  could  make  an  At- 
tempt oh  this  latter  Place,  and  then  not  till 
it  was  too  late  in  the  Seafbn.  It  is  fttfli 
in  every  one's  Memory,  how,  w,hen  he  had 
beaten  their  Forts  about  their  Ea*s,  funk 
their  Ships,  and  rode  triumphantly  in  their 
Harbour,  the  whole  Prcged:  was  unhappi- 
ly difconcerted,  and  a  great  Number  of  gat 
lant  young  Britons  were  (acrificed,  by  the 
ibppofed  Rafhnefs  of  another  Ofiv— r,  upon 
fcfeparate  Command  :  Yet  even  this  might 
not  haw  been  fufficfent  to  render  the  whole 
Defign  ineffectual,  nor  might  the  Lo&  have 
been  irretrievable,  if  the  Rains,  which 
come  ftatedly  at  that  Seafon,  and  bring 

Sicknefc  along  with  them  (the  Nature  of 

which 


(  487  >    _ 

which  could  not,  without  Imputation  of  die 
jnoft  grofs  Negligence,  be  unknown  to  our 
grot  Dire&or-General)  had  not  obliged  the 
Army  to  decamp  and  reimbark. 

What  ihall  we  fay  afterwards  of  the  De- 
ftent  on  Cubdi  and  the  propofed  Eftablifl** 
menc  at  Cumberland  Harbour?  Every  Body 
dfloW'd,  that  the  PofTefiioi*  of  this  Iiland ' 
would  be  the  greateft  Advantage  the  Eng- 
gUJb  could  propofe  in  an  American  War. 
The  Admiral  did  all  id  his  Power,  and 
landed  what  Men  he  could  to  make  a  Settle- 
ment. Had  he  been  properly  fopported, 
had  Supplies  been  fent  him,  as  he  had 
Room  to  txpt&y  to  join  him  on  the  Iiland, 
and  make  gpod  his  Footing  there,  not  only 
St.  Jago9  but!  the  Hova&ia,  might,  in  aU 
likelihood,  by  this  Time  have  been  oars : 
Bet  here  too,  for  want  of  Support,  he  was 
forced  to  retire  with  Lds,  not  to  fay  Dif- 
grace.  The  Spaniards  affumed  a  Couragp 
not  natural  to  them ;  and  the  EngUJb%  fee- 
ing thcmfelves  negledted,  loft  in  a  great 
Meafure  the  Bravery  they  carry'd  out 

And  yet,  amidft  all  thefe  Difcourtg*- 
trientt,  and  while  our  Admiral  was  dif- 

I  i  4  ahtai   f 
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dbled  from  a&lng  ofFenfively,  as  much  vra 

done  on  the  defenfive  as  could  be  cxpe&ed. 
Vernon^  when  he  could  no  longer  chaiHfe 
a  proud  and  infulting  Enemy,  took  fuck 
Meafures  to  protect  our  Trade,  *hat  we 
fcarce  heard  of  a  Capture  in  America  after 
his  Arrival  in  thofe  Seas.  During  16  Years 
Peace  with  Spain  were  our  Merchants 
continually  plunder'd;  for  16  Years  was 
the  Nation  calling  out  for  vigorous  Mea-r 
fares  to  obtain  Satisfadion  for  what  was 
pad,  and  Security  to  prevent  the  like  for 
the  future.  .  Our  Admiral's  Conduct  ftiew'd 
how  eafily  it  might  have  been  done  long 
ago;  and  who  was  anfwerable  for  the  im- 
mense :Lofles,  which  the  Merchants  and 
the  Nation  fuffer'd  by  its  being  negle£t~ 
.':ed?    •  t 

If  we  look  back  on  what  happen 'd 
in  Europe  during  the  lafi  two  Years  of  the 
late '  Adminiftration,  we  muft  own-  there 
•was  a  t?iiik  and  active  War  betwixt  theKing 
rof  Spain  and  the  Englijb  Merchants  $  but 
it  looks  as  if  the  Men  of  War,  on  one  Side, 
"|iad  enter'd  into  a  Neutrality,  and  went  to 

.  Sea 
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Sea  for  nothing  but  to  look  on,  and  fee  fair 

Play. 

<  What  an  immenfe  Sum  did  thofe  Fleets 
feoft,  which  for  three  or  four  Years  were 
taking  the  Air  in  the  Mediterranean  !  Who 
can  fay  they  took  any  Thing  elfe  ?  The 
Ships,  the  Towns,  the  Sea  Coafts  of  the 
Enemy  fuf&r'd  nothing  by  them. 
*  When  a  well  provided  Squadron  prefen ted 
jtfelfbefore  the  Bay  of  Cadiz,  while  the  Spanijh 
Squadron  there  lay  ready  to  fail,  the  whole 
City  was  alarm'd  ;  but  behold,  when  on* 
Night  was  pafs'd,  the  Fright  was  over,  and 
no  Enemy  appear'd.  A  few  Days  after 
they  made  a  fecond  Appearance,  and  went 
off  as  civilly  as  before.  What  was  the 
-Confequence  ?  This  was  the  Spanijh  Squa- 
dron that  faiTd  for  America^  and  carrie4 
"With  them  two  or  three  of  the  beft  Bat- 
talions of  Spain  to  defend  Cartbagena.  It 
would  be  well  if  we  knew  what  fecret  Ser- 
vice Money  is  allowed  to  the  Minifters  of 
Spain,  and  how  it  is  applied,  that  they 
fliould  have  fuch  early  Intelligence,  that 
-Admiral  Vernon's  Orders  were  againft  Car~ 
tbagena. 
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Docs  it  not  look  like  a  Dream,  that  near 
soo  Tranfports,  protected  by  no  more 
than  three  miferablc  Spamjk  Ships  of  War, 
ihould  Ik  for  feveral  Weeks  in  the  open  Road 
of  Barcelona  f  and  ihould  be  fuffer'd  to  eony 
an  Army  into  Italy  ? 

This  Expedition  muft  have  taken  up  fe* 
veral  Months,  to  equip,  man,  and  vi&uat 
(uch  a  Number  of  TftmJpOFts  a$  were  ne- 
cefiary  for  that  Enterprise ;  tnd  yef  our 
C  t  ftem'd,  or  pretended,  not  to  know 
any  thing  of  the  Matter.  Nay,  though 
the  Spanijb  Fleet  was  difpeded  by  a  Storm, 
they  got  together  again,  and  proceeded  or 
their  Voyage,  without  any  Moleftation,  un- 
der a  Convoy  of  thrte  Ships  oAly>  which 
is  a  manifeft  Pmof  that  they  did  not  ap* 
prehend  thenafelves  in  any  great  Dtol~ 
ger.  The  French  Fleer,  indeed,  6H9d  by 
Barcelona  and  Carfhagena*  without  go* 
ing  into  Port  i  but  only  to  ihew  in  a  me- 
nacing way,  that  they  came  to  take  the 
Spaniards  under  their  Ptote&jort,  and  were 
ready  to  affift  them  againft  any  Power,  that 
ihould  offer  to  obftruft  their  Defigw.  All 
while,  our  Mediterranean  Admiral  wtas 

pre- 
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prudently  font  to  block  up  the  Port  of  &4'*) 
but  as  foon  as  the  Barcelona  Fleet  was  fafely 
put  to  Sea,  be  left  that  Port,  and  theCadiz 
Squadron  afterwards  fail'd  too,  though  no 
body  then  knew  where,  except  a  few  Per* 
fens  in  the  Secret. 

-  Muft  not  our  Commanders  be  very  in* 
genkws  Men,  to  contrive  to  fail  up  the 
Stmigfrts  as  often  as  a  Fleet  is  to  go  out  of 
Cadiz,  and  down  the  Streights,  when  aa 
Embarkation  is  to  be  made  at  Barcelona? 

* 

Nobody  indeed  blamed  Admiral  Haddock, 
yrhOy  as  well  as  Fernon,  took  all  poffiWc 
Case  of  our  Tcade,  within  the  Compafs  of 
b»  Proving  and  undoubtedly  would  gladly 
have  been  really  at  War  with  Spain,  evep 
lho'  Franc*  had  taken  Part  of  the  Quarrel. 
If  Report  toy  true,  the  Splrks  of  this  gat- 
Unt  Commander  (who  gave  fuch  noble  In- 
Aances  of  his  Courage  on  other  Occafions) 
iyere  quite  broken  by  his  refraining  Orders, 
.which  obliged  him  to  bear  the  Infults  and 
Menaces  of  the  French  Admkal,  when  not 
only  himfel£  but  all  the  Captains  of  the 
Fleet  were  of  Opinion,  that  he  was  more 
than  a  Match  for  the  united  Squadrc 
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France  and  5p*/».  We  had  from  this  Time; 
it  is  well  known,  repeated  Accounts  of  that 
Gentleman's  ill  State  of  Health,  till  he  was 
fcalPd  Home,  and  Admiral  Matthews  left  in 
his  Room.  What  (hall  we  fay  of  this  ne- 
cromantic Minifter,  who  with  a  Paper  could 
charm  away  that  Enghjh  Bravery  which-  no 
Enemy  could  ever  intimidate  '.—But  enough 

•  *  • 

will  be  faid  of  this  pacific  War,  when  1 
bzvc  juft  taken  notice,    that  the  fuffering 

•  *  • 

the  Spanijh  Fleet  to  fail  from  Barcelona^ 

«nd  land  an  Army  in  Italy,  gave  Rife  to  the 

Queen  of  Hungary's  EHftrefs  on  that  .Side, 

which  it  has  already  coft  us  (b  much  to 

relieve,  and  to  the  Expence  of  which  we 

tannot  yet  pdfllHy  fee  an  Ehd.  ■     - 

•    Let  us  now  take  a  fhert'Vifew  of  this 

War  by  way  of  Profit  aftd  Ldfs*  or  Debtor 

/and  Creditor;  which  perhaps  may  be  the 

tooft  proper  Way  of  considering  it,  accord- 

«ing  to  Sir  R.  W.  's  own  Sentiments,   who 

•was  pleafcd,    kt  the  very  Beginning  of  it, 

:to:  furname  it,  by  way  of  -  Contempt  and 

Tterifion,  the  MERCHANTS  WAR,. 

fc^"'  In  a  Pamphlet,  intitled  Hireling  Artifice 

^Wpefted,  publiJh'd  about  two  Months  before 

the 
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die  ctofe  of  the  late  Adminiftratioi^   we 

v* 

have  a  Lift   of  301    *  Britijh  Merchant 

Ships  that  had  then  been  fejzed,  taken,  or 

deftroy'd  by  the  Enemy,  fince  the  Com- 

.mencement  of  the  War.     Then  fuppofing 

every  Ship  and  Cargo  worth  3,500  /.  the 

total  Lofs  amounts  to  1,053,500/.  befides 

the  additional  Lofs  of  a  vaft  Number  of 

:  our  Seamen,  taken  by  the  Enemy. 

,  If  *  we  fliould  allow  but  twelve  Seamen  to 

every  Merchant  Ship  taken,  the  Britijh  Sea- 

men,  then  Captives,  would  amount  to  3612 

Men;  but  as  many  of  them  have  made 

their  Efcape  from  the  Enemy,   and  as  tl^e 

Spanijb  Privateers  have  fometimes  fet  the 

\Crew  on  Shore,  when  they  had  more  Pji- 

foners  than  they  could  fafely  venture  to 

detain,  we  may  reckon  but  3000,  moft  of 

whom  were-  rotting  in  Spanifh  Goals,  or  al- 

:  ready  ftarved  to  death ;  or  forced,  by  meer 

,  Want  or  Torture,    to  lift  with  the  Enemy, 

,  and  thereby  increafe  the  Number  of  thofe 

privateers  that  are  employed  to  deftroy  the 

Trade 


*  In  a  Lift  pa&lifli'd  very  foon  after,  and  before  the  Ex- 
pirationof  the  ROBINOCRACY,  they  are  made  to  amount 

10  337-  . 


(  495  > 

paakcs  our  Lofs  in  Ships,  Goods  and  E£» 
fe&s,  to  be  1,103,500/. 

He  then  proceeds  to  balance  this  Lofs 
with  our  Gains  by  the  War.     But  as  he 
hath  no  particular  Aecount  of  the  Ships 
taken  frtm  the  Enemy,  either  by  our  Men 
of  War  or  Privateers*  he  is  obliged  to  ad- 
mit the  Account  given   by  a  minifterial 
Hireling,  whom  he  anfwers,  lame  as  it  is. 
But  this  fervile  Calculator,  in  order  to  fwell 
up  our  Gains  by  the  War,  is  faced  to  have 
Recourfe  to  the  moft  deceitful,  and  at  the 
fame  time  the  moil:  ridiculous  Artifices,  1 
that  a  knavifh  Steward  ever  deviled  to  de- 
fraud and  impofe  upon  his  Matter ;  fuch  as 
that  of  charging  to  the  Profit  of  England 
the  Damage  we  have  done  the  Enemy, 
without  gaining  one  Shilling  Advantage  to 
iourfetves,  and  fetting  an  exorbitant  Value 
upon  our  real  Gains.    He  gives  us  feveral 
Inftanees  of  this  in  the  Articles  of  Port 
Plata 7  Porto  Bello,  Fort  Cbagre,  Carthagem^ 
Privateers  and  Ships  deftroy'd;   a  French 
Ship  with  a  Spanijh  Pafe,  taken  and  after* 
wards  difcharged;  the  Spanijh  Ships  feized 
here,    and  like  wife   let  at  Liberty;    die 

St.  Jugufiinex  M 
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St.  Aagufiine  Ship  5  and  the  Princeffa  Man  of 
War.  From  all  which  Articles  he  de- 

duds  the  Sum  of  786,700/.  NoMr  when 
this  Sum  is  dedu&ed  from  1,617,400/. 
which  is  the  Sum  total  of  our  Profit,  by 
the  minifterial  Author's  own  Account,  there 
will  remain  but  830,700/.  which  is  the 
higheft  our  Profit  by  the  War  can  be  rec- 
koned to  amount  to,  even  fuppofing  that  he 
is  right  in  all  his  other  Articles  of  Profit; 
and  as  it  is  before  (hewn,  that  we  have  loft 
by  Captures  and  Seizures  at  leaft  1,103,500/. 
the  Balance  is  272,800/.  againft  us,  inftead 
of  being  1,005,400/.  in  our  Favour;  which 
is  far  from  being  made  good  to  us  by  the 
Ships  we  have  taken  from  the  Enemy,  fince 
this  Author  clofed  his  Account. 

As  the  chief  and  profefled  Defign  of 
this  Treatife  was  to  excite  a  Parliamentary 
Enquiry  into  the  Conduit  of  the  War  both 
by  Sea  and  Land,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to 
quote  that  Part  verbatim. 
;  .5  If  either  Houfe  of  Parliament  were  to 
5  appoint  fuch  a  Secret  Committee  as  fliould 
*  be  agreeable  to  the  Merchants  and  In- 
f  Hirers,  and  impower  that  Committee  tq 

€  fend 
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fend  for  Perfons,  Papers  and  Records,  a 
more  compleat  and  authentick  Lift  of  our 
Lofles  might  be  drawn  up  j  the  true 
Caufc  of  them  might  be  difcovered ;  and, 
by  the  Advice  of  the  Merchants,  who 
(in  this  Gafe)  are  the  befl:  Judges,  proper 
-Methods  might  be  taken  to  prevent  like 
Misfortunes  in  Time  to  come.  For,  fb 
far  as  I  tan  learn,  I  do  not  find  that  thofe, 

r 

whofe  Duty  it  wa§,  have  ever  once  con- 
sulted with  the  Merchants,  either  about 
the  proper  Seafons  for  fending  out  Con- 
voys, or  the  proper  Stations  for  our  Crui- 
fers.  If  they  have  negle&ed  to  do  fb,  I 
hope  the  Parliament  will  take  care  to  dp 
it  for  them,  and  appoint  proper  Perfons 
for  that  Purpofe.  For  if  the  Trade  and 
Navigation  of  Great-Britain  be  not  a 
Subjedt  worthy  of  a  Parliamentary  Con?' 
cern,  I  do  not  know  what  Subjedl  is. . 
Some  People  may  perhaps  imagine  our 
Parliaments  have  nothing  to  do  befides 
that  of  granting  Money,  and  making  pe- 
nal Laws  for  levying  thofe  Grants  $  but  I 
may  venture  to  prophefy,  if  this  Maxim 
(hou  Id  prevail  for  twenty  Years  to  come, 
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as  it  feems  to  have  done  for  twenty  Years 
paft,  if  our  Parliaments  fhould  continue  to 
leave  the  Care  of  our  Trade  and  Navi- 
gation intirely  to  ourMinifters,  the  Nation 
will  foon  have  little  or  no  Money  to  grant. 
Minifters  have  alway  their  Heads  fo  full 
of  their  own  Trade,  that  we  can  never 
expedt  they  will  mind  the  Trade  of  die 
Nation;  and  therefore  I  am  certain  no 

Parliament  will  ever  leave  the  Care  of  our 

y 

Trade  intirely  to  Minifters,  unlefs  a  Ma- 
jority of  the  Members  be  fuch  as  make  a 
Trade  of  the  Truft  repofed  in  them  by 
their  Country/ 
He  likewife  compares  our  ConduS  in  the 
laft  great  War  with  that  of  the  prefent,  and 
{hews  that  we  are  greater  Sufferers  in  Pro- 
portion by  this  War  than  by  the  former, 
considering  the  different  Circumftaaces  of 
thofe  Times  and  the  prefent :  Kpr  tho*  the 
Number  of  Ships  taken  then,  was  much 
larger  than  it  is  now ;  yet  it  muft  be  cod* 
fider'd,  that  in  Queen  Ame*$  War  we  had  to 
deatf  with  both  France  and  Spain,  and  they 
had  fuch  a  powerful  Navy,  that  we  and  the 
Dutch  were  obliged  to.  fend  out  Squadrons 

of 
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of  50  or-  60  Line  of  Battle  Ships,  befides 

Gallies,  &c*  of  which  we  furnifli'd  two 
Thirds,  to  encounter  them  at  Sea  :  Where- 
as in  this  War,  whilft  France  remains  neu- 
ter,  we  have  no  Occafion  to  fit  out  any 
Squadron  of  above  1 5  or  1 6  Line  of  Battle 

Ships. In  that  War  our  fmall  Cruifers 

Were  every  where  in  continual  Danger  of 
being  pick'd  up  by  French  Men  of  War, 
and  our  Convoys  Were  often  defeated  and 
taken,  with  the  Merchant-Ships  under  their 

_  » 

.Care,  by  French  Squadrons:  Whereas  in 
this  War  we  have-fcarcely  any  fuch  Thing. 
to  fear.  '■  In  that  War  the  Enemy  had 
'Poflelfion  of  one  Side  of  the  Channel, 
from  one  End  to  the  other;  for  Qftend'vn& 
not  taken  till  1 706 ;    Whereas  in  this  War 

we  have  no  Enemy  near  the  Channel,  and 

«...  *  *  » 

all  the  Ports  upon  both  Sides  are  open  to  us  \ 

which  either  our  Cruifers  or  Merchant  Ships 

■ .    '  *  • 

may  fafely  put  into,  in  Cafe  of  Danger, 
either  from  the  Seas  or  the  Enerpy. 
In  that  War,  or  at  lead  for  the  firft  two  or 
three  Years  of  it,  the  Coafts  of  France* 
Spain*  and  Naples*  with  the  Iflands  of  &'- 
cily*  Sardinia*  Majorca*  Minorca  and  Tvica* 
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were  in  the  Enemy's  Hands.  Whereas  in 
this  War,  the  Coafts  of  France  and  Naples, 
and  the  Iflands  of  Sicily  and  Sardinia,  are 
in  neutral  Hands  $  and  Gibraltar  at  the  Mouth 
of  the  Mediterranean,  with  Minorca  in  the 
Middle  of  it,  are  our  own. 

But  it  ought  to  be  remember'd,  that  not- 
withftanding  all  the  Difficulties  attending 
that  War,  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  upon  a  Com- 
plaint made  to  them  by  the  Merchants,  in 
the  Year  1707-8,  appointed  a  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  Conduit  of  the  Admi- 
ralty. And  tho*  Prince  George  of  Denmark 
was  then  Lord  High- Admiral,  yet,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  near  Relation  to  the  Queen, 
they  appointed  an  impartial  Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  Affair.  And  what  was  the 
Confequence?   ■  Why,    the    Prince's 

Council,  as  Lord  High  Admiral,  were 
to  a  Man  removed,  and  a  much  bet- 
ter, tho*  not  the  beft,  Care  was  taken  of 
our  Trade  during  the  War.  Upon  com- 
paring our  Circumftances  therefore,  in  this 
War,  with  our  Circumftances  in  the  late 
War,  thef e  was  how  greater  Reafon  to  fuf- 

pcdt 
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pe&  Mifconduft,  and  confequently  greater4 
Caufe  for  a  Parliamentary  Inquiry. 

Purfuant  to  the  Defign  of  this  Piece,  the 
Merchants  of  London ,  finding  the  Negledt  of 
their  Trade  ftill  to  continue,   appointed  a 
Committee,  who  drew  up  a  Petition  to  be 
laid  before  the  Parliament.     This  Petition 
was  prefented  on  the  20th  of  Jan.  1741-2, 
by  Sir  Robert  Godfchall,  then  Lord  Mayor, 
and  Representative  for  the  City :  It  fet  forth, 
That  the  Navigation  and  Commerce  of 
thefe    Kingdoms    had    been  continually 
expofed  to  the  growing  Infolence  of  the 
Spanifh  Privateers,  from  the  Commence- 
ment of  this  juft    and   neceflary  War, 
notwithflanding    the    repeated    Applica- 
tions of  the  Suffering  Merchants  for  Pro- 
tection and  Redrefs  :  That  moft  of  thefe 
Misfortunes  might  have  been  prevented, 
considering  the  Weaknefs  of  our  Enemy 
at  Sea,  had  a  few  of  his  Majefty's  Ships 
of  War  been  properly  ftation'd,  and  the 
Commanders  kept  ftri&ly  to  their  Duty : 
That  there  had  been  various  Negle&s  and 
Delays  in  the  Appointments  and  fending 
out  of  Convoys,  and  that  fome  of  the 
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liament  made  by  the  Merchants  of  London, 
upon  the  Negk£?  of  their  Trade ;  with  the 
Subjiance  of  the  Evidence  thereupon,  &c. 
The  Cbnfequences  of  thifr  Application  are 
foreign  to  my  Purpofe,  as  the  great  mini- 
fterial  Revolution  happen'cl  a  few  Days 
afterwards ;  and  other  Men  are  to  be  ac- 
countable for  what  has  been  fince  done :  But 
the  Fa6te  alledged  in  the  Petition,  and  the 
Arguments  thereupon,  do  all  afFedt  the  late 
great  Man,  though  he  was  never  made 
anfwerable  for  the  leaft  of  them.  Upon  the 
Whole,  however,  I  think  it  evident,  that 
the  War,  which  nominally  declared  againft 
Spain,  was  in  reality,  during  his  Adminijira- 
tim  (whatever  it  may  have  been  fince)  turn- 
ed againft  thofe  who  drove  him  into  it,  and 
managed  with  a  View  rather  to  repfefs 
future  Complaints,  than  to  obtain  Repara- 
tion for  pail  Damages. 
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SECT.    XI. 


Tfc  Hi/lory  of  the  Oppojition  within  Doors 
and  without  j  withCbaraftert  of  the  principal 
Perfons  concern9  d  on  both  Sides  $  the  Sece/Jwn; 
the  Motion  i  the  Defeat ',  and  Refgnation. 

WHAT  we  call  the  Oppojition  to 
the  late  Minifter,  precifely  fpeak- 
ing,  fhould  not,  perhaps,  be  dated  farther 
back  than  the  Year  1725,  when  the  &~ 
mous  Treaty  of  Hanover  was  made.  Mr. 
P»  *y,  who  was  afterwards  eiteem'd  the 
Head  of  it,  had  the  Honour  to  concur  with 
Sir  R.  W.  in  the  firft  Exercife  of  this 
Power  ;  but  upon  fbme  Difguft  (whether 
for  not  being  made  a  S  y  of  St«  ■  -  ■  e, 
or  becaufe  what  he  hath  fince  obtained,  a 
P- — ge,  was  not  then  granted,  I  fhall  not 
pretend  to  determine)  he  quitted  the  Court, 
^nd  took  upon  hira,  I  will  not  fay  with 
lefs  Sincerity  in  himfelf  than  Juftice  to  the 
Miniiler,  the  Cha  rafter  of  a  Patriot. 

Cato's 
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Cato's  Letters,  written  immediately  upon 
the  iniquitous  South-Sea  Projedt,  though 
level'd  againft  all  bad  Adminiftrations,  are 
not  to  be  fuppofed  therefore  particularly  to 
point  at  this  one  Man.  They  are  excellent 
Le£tures  on  Government,  and  have  been 
equally  quoted  by  the  Advocates  and  Op- 
pofers  of  Sir  R.  W.  The  principal  Authors 
are  laid  to  be  the  late  Lord  Molejworth,  Mr. 

Trenchard,  and  Mr.  G— n,  now  a  Com r 

of  the  Wine  Licenfes,  and  well  known  for 
his  other  Writings. 

The  True  Britons,  written  by  the  late 
Duke  of  Wharton,  in  1723,  and  occafion'd 
by  the  Cafe  of  Atterbury,  Bifhop  of  Ro- 
chefier,  were  aim'd  againft  all  in  the  then 
Adminiftration.  Mr.  P — -y  was  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  to  examine  the  Confpi- 
rators  in  that  Year.  I  muft  here  juft  take 
notice  of  the  late  great  Man's  admirable 
Skill  fn  managing  of  Plots,  and  giving  A- 
larms  to  the  Nation,  of  which  I  might  have 
made  a  diftindt  Se&ion. 

In  April  1705,  the  Lord  Finch  prefented 
to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  a  Petition  of 
Henry  St.  John,  late  Vifcount  Bolingbroke,  f 
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Alliance  form'd  at  Hanover.  Of  both  thefe 
Treaties  I  have  already  faid  fufficient,  but 
muft  add  here  concerning  the  Book,  that  it 
feems  to  be  written  with  a  greater  Air  of 
Confidence,  and  intimate  Knowledge  of 
Fa&s  that  were  a  Secret  to  the  reft  of  Man- 
kind, than  almoft  any  other  political  Piece 
that  appeared  during  Sir  JR.  fF.'s  Admini- 
ftration.  Accordingly  it  drew  from  the 
other  Side  more  Anfwers,  Obfervations  and 
Remarks,  than  perhaps  were  ever  beftow*d 
upon  a  fingle  Pamphlet,  The  chief  wer* 
Letters  in  the  Craftfmany  Vol.  IV.  under 
the  Name  of  John  Trot. 

But  when  it  was  again  thought  neceflary, 
in  1729,  to  alter  the  Syftem  of  Europe^  by 
the  Treaty  of  Seville,  all  the  Dodtrine  of 
the  Enquiry  was  to  be  refuted  in  Fadts  by 
the  Miniftry  themfelves.  This  made  ano- 
ther Apology  neceflary  to  the  Public,  which 
was  drawn  up  by  the  great  Man  himfelf, 
under  the  Title  of  Obfervations  on  the  Treaty 
of  Seville.  The  Defign  of  it  was  to  fhew, 
that  the  Alterations  on  the  Continent,  with 
regard  to  the  Balance  of  Power,  made  the 
Alteration  neceflary  in  the  Condud  of  Great- 
Britain. 
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Britain.  Such  a  Piece,  to  be  fare,  could 
not  pafs  unregarded  $  accordingly  two  An- 
fwers  to  it  were  printed  for  Mr.  Francklin, 
Publifher  of  the  Craftfman>  one  intitled,  A 
Jhort  View  of  the  State  of  jiffairs,  with  relation 
to  Great-Britain,  for  four  Tears  paji ;  the 
other,  The  Obfervations  on  the  Treaty  of  Se- 
ville examined. 

The  Party  War  was  ftill  carrying  on, 
with  great  Acrimony  on  both  Sides,  in 
Weekly  and  Daily  Papers,  when  the  Re- 
marks on  the  Hiftory  of  England  began  to 
be  publifh'd,  towards  the  End  of  the  Year 
*73°>  under  the  Name  of  Humphry  Old- 
cajlle.  The  Judges  of  Writing  were  foon 
convinced,  both  from  the  Style  of  thofe  Re- 
marks, and  the  thorough  Knowledge  of 
Mankind  difcover'd  in  them,  that  the  Au- 
thor could  be  no  other  than  Lord  B  he. 
They  were  defign'd,  as  the  Author  aflures 
us,  to  lave  an  honeft  Caufe,  the  Caufe  of 
Liberty.  The  Publication  of  them  conti- 
nued through  this  Year,  and  to  the  2 2d  of 
May  in  the  next,  when  that  remarkable 
Craftfman  came  out,  which  contain'd  the 
Author's  Vindication  of  Mr.  P        y  and 

himfelf,    ^ 


Duel  between  Lord , 

B  ,  of  the  Houfe  of  Com 

»:  I.  A  A  Pamphlet  had  b 
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thought,  by  the  forn 

in   the  Oppofition, 

Defamation  diftlafd: 

fj;;  ;,;j  came  out  another,  wl 

Js|-  ,|  toMr.P jr,  call* 
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tote  fcandalous  Libeit 
jfe »        W  *'  As  the  Author  had  ufi 

a  pretty  deal  of  Cot 
'I         if  Preemption  that  Mr. 

|  J     '    j-'-'j  that  his  L -p  fent 

„p  |      '  :  ?i  meet  him  in  &.  JW. 

'*■  !    i  met  accordingly,  and 
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Sir  John  Rujhout,  Bart,  and  Henry  Fox,  Efq; 
their  Friends  who  attended  them.  Such  an 
Affair  as  this  could  have  no  other  Tendency 
than  to  inflame  all  die  Adherents  of  the 
relpedive  Parties,  and  make  them  ready,  on 
the  firft  Occafion,  to  expofe  private  Hiftory, 
and  whatever  they  knew,  or  heard  fug- 
gefted,  of  each  other's  Chara&ers. 

This  Occafion  was  given  by  the  Vindica- 
tion above-mention'd,  which  was  imme- 
diately followfd  by  a  Pamphlet,  fuppofed  to 
come  from  Sir  R.  W.  himfelf,  intitled,  Re- 
marks  on  AfcCraftfinan'*  Vitidicatiqn  of  hit  two 
honourable  Patrons.  The  Defign  of  this  Piece 
is  to  fix  oh  thofe  Gentlemen  all  the  Incon- 
fiftenciesof  Cbndudt,  and  Mutability  of  Prin- 
ciples, of  which  the  Vindication  had  endea- 
vour'd  to  exculpate  them.  The  Charatfter  of 
Lord  B**»ke  he  blackens  all  in  his  Power;  fays 
his  Friend*,  fetting  afide  the  Ties  of  BkxJd, 
are  found  in  the  Pretender's  Court  abroad, 
and  the  Cabals  of  Jtfcobites  at  home; 
amongft  difcarded  Statefmen,  difappointed 
Whigs,  ambitious  Malecontents,  and  veteran 
Tories;  accufes  him  of  weak  and  wicked 
Condud,   during  his  Adminiftration,   and 

Ingra- 
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Ingratitude  fince.  To  Mr.  P  y  he  is 
fomewhat  more  moderate,  but  makes  the 
Defection  of  his  old  Friends  criminal,  and 
the  Motives  of  it,  difappointed  Ambition 
and  Revenge.  Each  Part  of  thefe  Remarks 
was  thought  worthy  of  a  feparate  Anfwerf 
by  the  refpe&ive  Gentlemen  whofe  Cha- 
rafters  were  concern'd.  To  thefe  there  were 
Replications,  not  only  in  other  Pamphlets, 
but  in  the  Journals,  where  the  Diipute, 
efpecially  between  Mr.  P~— y  and  the 
Minifter,  was  protradted  to  a  great  Length. 
It  enter'd  for  into  private  Hiftory,  and  the 
Recriminations  defcended  to  very  low  Par- 
ticulars :  Such  as  the  Story  of  a  Panic  that 
feiz'd  the  Minifter,  upon  the  Receipt  of  a 
Penny-poft  Letter,  which  made  him  feek 
Protection  from  his  Adverfary  and  next 
Neighbour,  Mr.  P— y.  But  the  moft  cu- 
rious Fragment  of  all,  is  that  which  con- 
cerns the  Reconciliation  between  the  late 
King  and  his  preterit  Majefty. 

The  Author  affures  us,  upon  his  Honour, 
that  Mr.  W.  told  him  of  the  faid   Recon- 
ciliation, and  that  a  Bargain  was  made  for 
e  Whigs  who  had  refign'd   their  Em- 
ployments, 
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ployments,  to  be  put  in  by  Degrees.  To 
•  this  Mr.  P  y  replied,  Who,  pray,  is  it 
that  bos  bad  Authority  to  make  this  Bargain? 
The  Anfwer  was,  /  have  done  it  with  the 
Minijiry ;  and  it  was  infijied  on,  that  Lord 
Townfliend  Jhotdd  know  of  the  Jranfaffion. 
Neither  Lord  Cowper,  the  Speaker,  nor  any 
ether  elfe,  knew  it,  and  therefore  we  hope  you 
will  not  take  it  amifs  that  it  was  kept  a  Se- 
cret from  you.— Not  I,  faid  Mr.  P  y  • 
.  but  I  think  it  very  odd,  that  any  one  Jhould 
prefume  to  take  a  plenary  Authority  upon 
bimjelf,  to  deal  for  fucb  Numbers  as  were 
toncerrid  in  an  Affair  of  this  Confequence. 
'Twas  reply'd,  We  have  not  had  our  own 
Jnterejls  alone  in  View :  We  have  bargained 
for  all  our  Friends.  I  am  to  be  at  the  Head 
of  the  Treafury.  Lord  Sunderland  would  be 
the '  Difpofer  of  the  Secret  Service  Money ; 
but  I  would  not  confent,  knowing  that  the  chief 
Power  of  a  Minifter  depends  on  the  Difpojition 
of  it.  We  know  that  you  value  nothing  of  this 
Kind,  and  fo  have  obtain' d  a  Peerage  for 
you.*  Since  you  acquaint  me,  fays  Mr. 
P——y,  with  what  Terms  you  have  made 
for  me,  what  are  thofe  you  have  made^for  the 
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P  «*?  To  this  Mr.  W.  anfwer'd  with  a 
Sneer,  Why  be  is  to  go  to  Court  again,  ant 
will  have  bis  Drums,  and  bis  Guards,  and 
fucb  fine  Ibings.  Being  aflced,  whether  the 
P-  e  was  to  be  left  Regent  again,  when 
the  King  went  out  of  England,  he  anfwer'd, 
No;  why  Jbould be ?  He  does  not  deferve  if. 
We  have  done  too  much  for  him;  and  if  it 
nvere  to  be  done  again,  we  would  not  do  jo 

mucbu  — 

I  (hall  only  ohferve  of  this  Story,  if  it 
were  true,  that  it  *  difcovers  little  of  that 
perfonal  Attachment  to  his  M-  ■■  y,  which 
the  late  Minifter  has  pretended  (b  much  to, 
and  his  Flatterers  have  applauded  Jo  much 
in  him:  And  that  his  nuking  the  Difpo- 
fition  of  the  Secret  Service  Money  the  Point 
on  which  the  Power  of  a  Minifter  chiefly 
depends,  may  ferve  to  account  for  the  vaft 
Profufion  of  it  in  the  laft  ten  Years  of  h* 
Adminiftration.  What  indeed  may  not  a 
Minifter  do,  who  hath  fuch  a  Fund  for 
Corruption  that  never  comes  to  Account? 

In  this  fame  Year,  173 1,  Intelligence  was 
fome  how  got  of  a  private  Treaty,  then  ne- 
gotiating at  Vienna^  and  a  Hint  of  it  wa$ 

throws 
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thrown  out  in  the  Crdftftnan^  in  the  Form 
of  a  Letter  from  the  Hague.  Tho*  the 
Event  jufHfied  the  Truth  of  what  had  been 
infinuated>  this  Offence  drew  a  fevere  Pro- 
secution on  Mr.  Francklin>  the  Confluen- 
ces of  which  hung  on  him  for  fome  Years. 
The  Affair  of  the  Salt-Tax,  revived  in 
•  1732,  was  Warmly  litigated,  both  within 
Doors  and  without,  by  the  Minifter  (who 
moved  for  the  Revival  of  it,  after  having 

-  given  it  up  two  Years  before)  and  his  Advo- 
cates, againft  the  Members  and  Writers 
in  the  Country  Intereft.  It  was  brought 
under  the  Laws  of  Excife,  as  Coffee,  Tea 
and  Chocolate  had  already  been,  under  this 
Adminiftration,  without  much  Difturbance. 

-  But  thefe  Advances  towards  a  general  Excife, 
which  feem'd  to  be  a  favourite  Scheme  with 
the  Minifter,  at  laft  gave  the  Alarm  to  fome 

'  Gentlemen  in  the  Oppofition ;  which  in- 
creafed  upon  its  getting  wind,  that  the 
Duties  on  Wine  and  Tobacco  would  be 
alfb  changed,  and  fubjedted  to  an  Excife. 

I  have  already  faid  fb  much  concerning 
this  Aflfair,  that  I  (hall  take  no  other  Nb- 
ticc  of  it  here,  than  juft *  to  obferve,   that 

L  1  2  *fc 
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from  the  engroffing  Deflt  to  defend  the  Mi- 
nifter,  of  whofc  Favour  he  feem*d,  on 
many  Occasions,  to ,  enjoy  a  greater  Shire 
than  any  other  Mercenary,  t  fhoutd  men- 
tion the  Hyp-Do8er,  as  a  Paper  written  in  the 
fame  Intereft,  by  Mr.  O—r  iJ— y,  if  I  could 
fbppofe  many  People  do  ever  remember  to 
have  feen  it.  It  did  not  appear  to  be  upon 
the  Eftablifhment,  in  the  Examination  of 
the  Secret  Committee,  but  undoubtedly  was 
fo  5  as  were  likewile,  while  they  lived,  the 
London  and  Corn-cutter's  Journals. 

In  the  Year  1735,  it  was  thought  proper 
to  unite  all  die  Strength  of  the  Party,  in 
order  to  animate  one  Paper,  to  which  Mr. 
Qfbortie  was  to  give  folid  Reaibn,  Mr.  Wal* 
ftngham  Wit,  and  the  occafional  Gentlemen 
Humour  or  Secret  Hiftory,  as  the  Exi- 
gences of  the  Patron  might  fequire.  This 
mighty  Performance  came  out  under  the 
Name  of  the  Deify  Gazetteer^  and  was 
continued,  at  fo  imall  a  Price  as  four  or  five 
thoufand  Pounds  a  Year,  for  writing,  print- 
ing, and  circulating,  to  the  End  of  the  late 
Adminiftration.  I  mention 'd  Mr.  Ofborne'% 
quitting  the  Service,   but  it  was  not  'till 

after 
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after  thfe  new  Eftablifhment ;  in  Support  of 

which,  Mr.  Wdlftnghtnii  Spider-like,  fpun 
oat  his  kft  Thread  of  Cobweb.  After  his 
Deceafe  Freeman  feems  to  have  been  the 
fole  Director,  tho*  many  doubt  if  he  crer 
was,  or  could  be,  the  Writer,  eVen  of  fuch 
a  Paper  as  that;  except  by  the  old  proverb 
bial  Rule,  qui  facit  per  alterum,  facit 
per  fe. 

But  the  Characters  of  moft  Importance 
were  thofc  within  Doors,  who  either  op- 
pofed  or  defended  the  Meafures  of  the  Ad- 
miniftration.  In  the  Houfe  of  L— s,  were 
the  E— 1  of  C«  Id,  one  of  the  moft  ac- 
ooinptilh'd  Orators  his  Age  or  Country  hath 
produced ;  L— dC-i-**— /,diftinguifhed  by  his 
Experience,  as  well  as  his  Eloquence $  L— d 
5—^,  who  to  great  Abilities  added  a  moft  ex- 
quifite  Difcernment;  with  many  others  occa- 
fionally,  who  were  the  chief  Speakers  in  the 
Country  Ihtereft :  As  in  that  of  the  Minifter 

were  the  D— e  of  N le>  who  being  by 

his  Office  in  the  Secret  of  Affairs,  was  able 
to  (peak  well  to  Fads,  without  having  Re- 
couffe  to  the  Arts  of  Eloquence  $  the  E— 1 
of  /— ^ a,  the  greateft  Civilian  of   his 

LI  4  Asg\ 
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Age  5  and  the  L-        d  H       y,  who  pnf- 

fefs'd  a  vail  Copioufhefs   of  Diftion^    To 

thefe  I  might  add,  at  that  Time,  the  D— c 

of  A — -£, 

— —  the  States  whole  Thunder  horn  to  wield, 
And  Jkake  alike  the  Senate  and  the  Field  ; 

and  ufually  the  E— 1  of  Sc—gb:  Tho* 
neither  of  them  were  thought  to  be  fait  her 
attach'd  to  a  Party,  than  as  they  thought  it 
for  the  Intereft  of  their  Country. 

At  the  Head  of  the  Oppofition,  in  the 
other  Houfe,  was  Mr.  P  ■  y>  Matter  of 
a  rapid  and  over-powering  Eloquence,  with 
great  Vivacity  and  Courage.  After  him 
might  be  reckon'd  Sir  W——m  W^—m, 
whofe  Elocution  was  nervous,  manly,  af- 
fedting,  and  full  of  fenatorial  Dignity;  Mr.' 
S        ■*,  not  a  graceful,  but  a  ftrong,  clear, 

and  diftind  Orator ;  Mr.  L «,  who  made 

the  Qualifications  of  a  fine  Scholar  fubfer- 
vient  to  the  Duty  of  a  Senator ;  and  Sir 
J-~-n  B — ■></,  a  remarkable  Inftance  that 
a  Man  may  be  born  a  compleat  Orator, 
without  calling  in  to  his  Affiilance  the  leaft 
Acquirement  of  Art.     On  the  other  Side, 

fides  the  M        r  himfelf,  who  had  an 

eaiy 
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eafy  flowing  Eloquence  and  much  Expe- 
rience, we  may  enumerate  Sir  W—-—*nk ¥ 
¥~-~-ey  a  florid,  captivating  Orator ;  Mn-' 
E*r—e  W>  t>  who  aflfe<aed  no  morf' 
than,  to  be  a  plain  Speaker,  and  Mr;: 
P-  to,  genteel  ind  elegant  in  his  Difcour&  > 
beyond  moft  others.— Thefe  are,  at  leaft, » 
the  Characters  that  have  been  drawn  of* 
them ;  for  I  venture  to  advance  nothing, 
upon  fo  delicate  a  Point,  without  Authority. 

The  Oppofition  triumph'd,   upon   ther 
dropping  of  the  Excife  Scheme,  as  if  it  had  - 
been  a  Point  they  had  themfelves  catrfd 
by  a  Majority.    Indeed  they  had  fome  Rea-  > 
fdn,  as  they  found  they  could  ftill  work,  at 
Iqaft,  upon  the  Timidity  of  the  Man  they  "i 
could  no  otherwife  overcome!    His  Appre-  - 
henfions  were  undoubtedly  great  on  this 
Occafion,  efpecially  after  the  Alarm  raifed 
among  the  Citizens,  upon  the  Report  that 
he  had  diflinguifh'd  them,  for  their  warm 
Application  to  Parliament,  by  the  genteel 
Appellation  of  fiurdy  Beggars. 

The  next .  material  Point  that  was  con- 
tefted  (for  I  will  not  mention  the  annual 
Debates  on  the  Army,  the  Navy,  the  Sup- 
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plies,  the  Sinking-Fund,  and  oilier  Topics 
that  ftiU  recur'd)  was  upon  the  Rut  that  it 
vr*&  neceflary  to  take  in  the  War  then  kin- 
dled, between  the  Emperbr  oir  ortc  Side, 
and  the  Kings  df  France >  SpMin^  and  Sar~ 
dima,  on  the  other;  or  rathft>  oil  the  Jnf- 
tipe  of  the  Meafunes  that  had  been  taken 
dpwn  to  that  Time,  which  oife  Parly  rejpie- 
fcjnted  as  a  continued  Series  of  Blunders* 
and  narrow  feif-ihterefted  Expedients,  which 
made  it  now  jmpoffibie  for  us  to  tftkc  any 
PiEut  with  Safety,  tho'  our  natural  Intereft  kd 
u|  to fupport  the  Houfe  of  Jtoujlria?  while 
the  other  attempted  to  vindicate  chafe  Me$» 
fujes,  by  fliewing  that  tht}twerfe  all  dictated 
by  true  Policy  at  the  Tirare  tfiey  were  taktt), 
tho'  ufually  defeated  of  the  Efieft  by  un- 
foreseen Accidents  and  Events*  The  chief 
Hece  on  the  Country  Sidd  was:  cajfed  Tie 
Politicks  on  both  Sides  impmrtuUfy  rfprefented, 
a&d  on  the  other,  if  I  remember  right,  A 
Series  of  JVifdom  and  Policy,  &c.  If  I  have 
ever  heard  who  were  the  Authors,  k  does 
not  now  occur  to  my  Memory. 
^^  Peace  being  reftored  to  Europe^  the 
fhoughts  of  the  People  were  niore  imme- 
diately 
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diately  fix*d  on  our  own  Commerce,  the 
Interruption  of  which  by  the  Spaniard* 
had  for  fome  Time  been  brought  on  the 
Carpet  by  our  public  Writers.  I  have  al- 
ready related  the  Progreft  of  die  Merchant* 
Complaints,  and  the  Means  that  were  taken' 
to  repreft  or  elude  them,  till  at  kft  the 
Voice  of  the  Nation  grew  more  powerful 
than  all  the  Arts  and  Influence  of  the  Mi- 
nifter,  and  obliged  him  to  pawn  his  Modefiy 
publickly  to  the  Houfe,  for  Security  not 
only  of  Reftitution  to  our  plunder'd. Com- 
merce, but  Reparation  of  the  Kingdom's 
Honour.  But  what  was  the  Confequence? 
t)ne  Year  more  of  Power  to  him,  and  un~ 
rechrefs'd  Injury  to  the  Nation.  At  laft, 
after  much  fervile  Application  abroad,  and' 
Procraftination  of  the  public  Buiinefs  at 
home,  lo  \  the  Prefs  was  delivered  of  fotfcc- 
thing  called  a  Convention;  the  Terms  of 
which  have  not  only  been  fufficiently  ex- 
pkin'd  in  this  Hiftory,  but  are  ftrongly 
enough  imprinted  upon  the  Minds  of  all 
who  wifli  well  to  their  Country. 

When  the  Weight  of  Two  Hundred 
Thoufand  Pounds  per  Annum*,  acknowledge  J? 
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Salaries,  added  to  all  the  private  Influence  of 
thofe  who  enjoy'd  them  by  ONE  MAN's 
Favour,  and  fuch  other  Gratuities  as  were 
thought  neceuary  onfoimportantanExrgency 
(for  which  perhaps  the  Secret-Set  vice  Money 
will  partly  account)  Were  found  to  prepon- 
derate, within-doors,  againft  the  general  Senfc 
ofthe  People,  and  all  the  Eloquence  and  Argu- 
ment of  Gentlemenof  large  independent  For- 
tunes j  was  it  not  too  manifeit,  that  Writing, 
Speaking,  and  Voting  could  be  no  longer  ef- 
fectual, and  that  fomeotherMeansmuft be  ta- 
ken to  quicken  the  Senfc  ofthe  Electors,  that  i 
at  leaft  they  might,  at  a  new  Election,  chufei 
fuch  Perfons  to  reprefent  them,  as  had  never' 


with  fome  •  Succefe,  and  confequently 
Satisfa&iofi. 

The  late  Sir  W—~m  W m  was  the 

Man,  who,  when  an  Addrefs  was  moved 
for,  to  congratulate  bis  Majejty,  among  other 
Things,  oil  the  Succefs  of  bis  Royal  Endeavours, 
in  concluding  a  Convention  with  the  King  of 
Spain,  objeded  againft  it,  and,  at  the  End 
of  the  Debate,  when  an  Addrefs  was  agreed 
to  by  a  Majority  of.  28,  xpade  that  memo- 
rable Speech,  in  which  he  (aid, "  He  thought 

€C  he  could  not  with  Honour  fit  in  an  At- 

. 

ic  iembly,  which  was  determined  by  Motives 
u  which  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  mention ; 
c<  bade  a  final  Adieu  to  the  Houfe,  and 
ic  appeal 'd  to  a  future,  free,  uninfluenced 
<c  Reprefentative,  to  judge  of  the  Conduct 
<c  of  him  and  his  Friends;"  concluding  with 
Expreflions  to  this  Purpofe ;  May  therefore 
that  Power  which  has  fo  often,  and  fo  vifibly, 
inter fofed  in  Behalf  of  the  Rights  and  Liber? 
ties  of  this  Nation,  continue  its  Care  over  us 
in  this,  worjl  and  moji  dangerous  Junfture, 
wbiijl  the  Infolence  of  Enemies  without,  and 
the  Influence  of  Corruption  within,  threaten 
the  Ruin  of  her  Confiitution  I         ■  In  confer  5 

c\uen< 
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quence  of  this,  moft  of  the  Country  Mem- 
bers  retired  to  their  Seats,  and  gave  no 
more  Attendance  that  Seffion. 

It  was  moved  at  the  End  of  this  Speech, 
that  the  honourable  Gentleman  who  made 
it  (hould  be  fent  to  the  Towrr;  but  this 
Motion  the  Prime  Minifter  himfelf  pre- 
vented from  taking  Effcft,  faying,  he  dis- 
approved of  all  violent  Meafunes.  The 
Houfe  however  broke  up  in  Confufion,  and 
as  there  was  no  Oppofition,  there  were  few 
more  Debates  that  Year. 

We  have  feen  that  die  Senfe  of  the 
People  ftill  prevailed,  and  that  a  War,  not- 
withstanding the  Approbation  of  the  Conven- 

■ 

tion,  enfued,  upon  the  King  of  Spain's  re- 
futing to  pay  the  ilipukted  Sum,  and 
{offering  his  Subje&s  to  continue  their  De- 
predations. The  Conduft  of  this  War 
gave  as  much  Diflatisfadtion  as  the  Meafures 
that  had  been  taken  to  avoid  it,  and  determined 
the  Gendemen  in  the  Oppofition,  two  Seflions 
after,  to  have  one  Trial  more,  by  moving 
for  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  u  That  he 
*(  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  remove  the 
right  honourable  Sir  R.  JV.  Knight  of  the 

"  moft 
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a  rooft  noble  Order  of  the  Garter,  fife. 
"  from  hit  Majefty's  Prefence  and  Councils 
u  for  ever."    This  Motion  was  made  in 
bothHoufes  the  fame  Day,  Feb.  13, 1740-1, 
and  in  both  paffed  in  the  Negative,  by 
a  Majority  of  49  in  the  Lords,  and  1 84  in 
the  Commons.    Lord  C— /  moved  in  the 
Upper  JHoufe,  and  Mr. .  S       ys,  in  the 
lower.    The  Attempt  had  now  been  more 
to  their  Honour,    if  their  future  Conduft 
had  {hewn  they  meant  only  the  Good  of 
thdir  Cpuptry,     As  to  the  Fads  alledg- 
ed   and  argued  on,    they  regarded  both 
our  foreign  and   domeftick  Affairs,    and 
the  Debates  on  this  Occafion  were  a  Sort 
of  Epitome  of  all  that  had  been  fpoke  and 
writ  on  both  Sides,  during  the  late  Admi~ 
niftration,  the  Subftance  of  which  we  have 
here    coUe&ed    together.      What    chiefly 
weighed  with  many  Members   of   both 
Houfes,  and  procured  fuch  a  vaft  Majority 
in  the  Minister's  Ffevour,  was  the  Hardfhip 
of  inflicting  Punithment,  as  they  call'd  fuch 
a  Removal,  before  legal  Conviction. 

J  (houW  have  premifed,  that  Mr.  S—ys, 
two  Days  before  he  moved  the  Houfe,  ao-  J 


<juainted  Sir  R.  W.  with  what  he  intended, 
and  defired  he  would  come  prepared  for  his 
Defence.  Sir  R.  though  a  little  furprifed, 
thanked  him  for  the  Notice. 

No  Hope  now  remained  to  the  Oppofi- 
tion,  but  that  of  getting  a  Majority  in  the 
new  Parliament,  which  was  to  be  chofen 
the  next  Summer.  The  Struggle  was  hard 
on  both  Sides,  and  the  Country  Intereft 
fo  far  prevail'd,  that  even  in  Sc — d  and 
Corn — //  the  minifterial  Influence  was 
in  a  great  meafure  baffled.  A  great  Num- 
ber of  controverted  Elections  were  to  come 
before  the  Houfe;  and  it  was  thought  a 
confiderable  Point  gained,  when  Dr.  Lee% 
an  eminent  Civilian,  was  chofen  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions, by  a  Majority  of  four.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this,  many  Country  Gentlemen 
obtain 'd  Seats,  that  might  other  wife  have 
petition 'd  to  noPurpofe;  and  others  kept  their 
Scats  that  might  have  been  obliged  to  give 
way  to  Petitioners.  It  is  needlefs  to  relate 
all  the  Struggles  and  Fluctuations  of  the 
^^Majority,  that  happened  before  the  Hearing 
¥  the  Chippenham  Eledion,  on  the  2d  of 

February, 
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February \  172 1-2,  when  the  Country  In- 
tcrcft  carried  it  by  16.  This  was  in  reality 
the  decifive  Queftion.  Such  a  tremendous 
Majority  ftruck  the  Minifter  with  a  Panick, 

■ 

made  him  fly  for  Shelter  behind  the  Throne, 
and  in  a  few  Days  refign  all  his  Places; 
but  with  fo  little  Appearance  of  Diminu- 
tion  of  Credit,  that  he  not  only  rofe  him- 
fclf  to  the  Dignity  of  an  E— -1,  but  got  a 
natural  Daughter  of  his,  whom  he  had  by  a 
Woman  he  afterwards  married,  ennobled  in 
his  own  Name  by  the  Royal  Warrant. 

What  hath  patted  fince  that  Time ;  as 
his  efcapirig  that  Juftice,  which  the  Nation 
demanded,  and  which  was  but  too  mani- 
feftly  due  from  what  little  appear'd  of  the 
En— yj  the  Keeping  in  moil  of  his 
Friends  and  Dependants;  the  Succefllon  to 
his  Places  by  thofe  who  had  moil  warmly 
oppofed  him,  and  the  Purfuit  of  Meafures 
which  have  no  Appearance  of  being  more 
advantageous  than  thofe  under  his  Admini- 
ftration $  I  think  they  are  to  be  charged 
fomewhere  elfe  than  to  this  great  Man 
himfelf.  We  cannot  reafonably  blame  bim> 
how  guilty  foever  he  may  be,  for  warding 

Mm  off*     I 
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off,  by  all  poffible  Arts,  the  Means  of  Con- 
viction: It  was  their  Bufinefs  who  laid  the 
Accusation,  to  make  it  good,  as  they  ten- 
der'd  their  own  Honour  and  Credit  with, 
the  People.  But  if,  inftead  of  that,  they 
can  even  be  content  to  act  under  the  Influ- 
ence fo  long  complain'd  of,  and  bear  the 
Odium  of  what  they  are  directed  to  do ; 
or  if,  without  any  fecret  Superintendency 
behind  the  Curtain,they  can  of  their  ownAc- 
cords  drive  more  violently  than  ever  was 
known,  into  MeaJures  they  have  a  thou- 
fand  times  call'd  pernicious  and  deftruc^vej 
what  have  we  left  to  fay  for  them,  or  what 
for  ourfelvcs  ?  We  cannot  do  better,  me- 
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it  is  likelier  to  be  ebufed  than  not,  that 
there  is  no  Aft  of  Power  of  which  I  have 
not  jat  fir  A  fo  ftrong  a  Jealoufy,  that  I  am 
ever  AnoUped  tp  fiiiped:  k  may  proceed  from 
ibms  htent  bad  Motive  in  the  A&or,  pre- 
-judicial  to  the  People,  and  with  an  Intent 
to  .drain  their  Purfee,  or  undermine  their 
Liberties ;  and  am  therefore  indubious  to 
iearob  into  the  Qmfo;  to  difcover  the  cul- 
pable Vie*:  with  whieh  it  may  be  performed, 
jaod  4efet  the  finifter  End  for  which  it 
unay  ,be  defign'd. 

For  a?  I  imagine  few  People,  from  the 
Jle^fonf  ^bo^yerme Dtiqn^d,  doubt  pf  Men  in 
jPowsr*  ,gs  wdl  &  put  of  Power,  loving 
themielve§,  ,and  thinking  principally,  if  not 
folety,  of  tjhoir  own  Intereft ;  and  as  the 
Intereft  of  Men  in  Power  is  generally 
thought  by  thern  to  be  a  quite  feparate  In- 
tereft from  that  of  the  People,  and  to  raife 
the  Power  of  the  Crown,  the  Advantages 
of  whieh  they  ti&re  from  a  temporary  De- 
legation of  it,  whttft  their  Credit  and  Fa- 
vour with  the  Crown  fijbfifts ;  fo  I  look 
upon  moft  Minifters  to  be  juft  fuch  Deputy 
Shepherds  v(  the  People,  as  other  Shepherds 

Mm  2  are 
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are  of  their  Flocks,  who  buy  them  as  cheap 
as  they  can  for  the  Ufe  of  themfelves  and 
their  Matter,  are  careful  of  their  Wool 
with  a  Defign  only  to  fleece  them,  and 
when  they  feem  moft  felicitous  to  preferve 
them,  are  at  that  Moment  perhaps  medita- 
ting how  they  may  make  the  moft  of  their 
Definition,  by  carrying  them  to  the  moft 
advantageous  Market :  And  from  thisWay  of 
reafoning  I  am  apt  to  look  on  the  Appear- 
ance even  of  Generofity  in  Statefmen, 
Princes,  and  Minifters,  as  I  do  on  the  li- 
beral Hand  of  the  Ploughman,  who  feems 
to  throw  away  a  few  Grains,  which,  in 
reality,  he  is  only  fcattering  in  order  to  reap 
the  ten-fold  Harveft  in  Futurity. 

I  may  be  told  perhaps  that  this  is  a  very 
uncharitable  Way  of  thinking :  But  as  we 
can  form  no  Opinion  of  the  Generality  of 
Mankind  (nor  indeed  of  any  particular 
Man  without  a  particular  Acquaintance  with 
him,  or  a  particular  Information  of  his 
Chara&er)  but  from  general  Principles,  ge- 
neral Notions,  and  general  Rules ;  fo  I  have 
imbibed  thefe  Prejudices  from  this  general 
'  Manner  of  reafoning ;  that  as  the  aJmoft 
~  univcrfal 
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iiniver&i  Depravity  of  human  Kind  makes 
reftridtive  Laws  neceflary  for  the  Peace  and 
Order  of  Society,  and  that  the  executive 
f  Power  for  thofe  Laws  muft  be  lodg'd  in 
human  Hands ;  fo  the  fame  Depravity  that 
makes  them  neceflary,  .makes  them  liable 
to  Abufe  in  the  Execution* 

And  in  this  Opinion  I  have  been  con* 
firm'd,  not  only  by  the  difagreeable  Ex- 
perience of  my  owa  Generation,  but  by 
all  the  Hiftories  I  have  read  of  every  other; 
and  for  this  Reafon  I  differ  widely  in  Opi- 
nion from  that  Author,  who  thinks  he  cen- 
fures  Guicciardin,  by  faying,  He  is  an  His- 
torian who  never  attributes  any  Aft  ion  of  any 
.  of  the  great  Men,  of  whom  be  writes*  to 
Virtue,  Religion,  or  Confcience,  as  if  thefe 
Qualities  were  extintt  in  the  World  \  (which, 
by  the  by,  is  no  Confequence  of  their  not 
being  in  great  Vigour  in  the  upper  Part  of 
it)  and  that  he  always .  afcribes  the  braptft 
and  great  eft  ARions  to  fome  bad  Motive  or 
Profpetl  of  Gain.  Guicciardin  by  this  may, 
perhaps,  fometimes  be  miftaken,  as  Tacitus 
I  believe  is,  who  makes  every  Adtion  of 
ftiberius'%  Reign  to  b*  the  Rcfult  of  Policy, 
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Diflimulation,  and  deep  Ait,  vfkhout  im- 
puting any  one  Incident  to  the  Operations 
•of  Chance.  But  though  both  thefe  HHfco- 
<rians,  by  imputing  nothing  to  Accident, 
nay  give  too  much  to  the  Goodnefs  of  their 
great  Men's  Heads,  I  fancy  they  tardy  giae 
too  little  to  the  Goodnefs  of  their  Hearts. 

For  Example ;  if  (to  the  infinite  Detri- 
ment of  this  Ifland)  a  Dozen  of  our  moft 
celebrated  Patriot*  had  all  dy*d  fuddenly  of 
Apoplexies  the  Day  Sir  R.  W.  retired  from 
Court,  and  that  this  poor  cenfured  Guicci- 
ardin  had  written  the  Hiftory  of  the  ten 
preceding  Years,  imputing  ail  the  popular 
Harangues  of  thefe  Demagogues  and  Cham- 
pions for  the  People,  their  Patriot  Profeffions, 
their  indefatigable  Induftry  to  promote  the 
public  Good,  their  moft  explicit  Declarations 
of  Diiintereftednefs,  their  Zeal  for  the 
Constitution,  and  for  the  Laws  and  Liberties, 
Welfare,  Honour,  and  Profperity  of  their 
-Country,  and  in  fliort,  all  their  moft  feem- 
ing  virtuous  Words  and  A&ions ;  had  Guk- 
€tardiny  I  fay,  given  an  Account  of  all  thefe 
fine  Things,  and  imputed  thefe  Appearances 
\     to  nothing  but  the  latent  Motives  of   per- 
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fonal  Refentment,  ambitious  Views,  avari- 
tious  Purfuits,  and  the  moft  felfifh  Caiifes ; 
how  would  his  Envy,  his  Malevolence  and 
Detraction  have  been  condemn'd  j  though 
he  would  only  then  have  done  the  very 
lame  Thing  from  his  Sagacity,  Infight,  and 
Penetration  into  Mankind,  which  now 
every  Mortal  does  from  Experience  ?" 
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Pap  127,  line  12,  &  ftq.  ready 
Negotiations  and  Treaties  with   foreign  Nations, 

cxdufive  of  tbofe  with  Spain    that  regard  the 

prefent  Quarrel. 
Tranfa&ions  between  Spain  and  us,  from  the  fixft 

Treaty  of  Vienna  to  the  laft  Convention. 
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